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PKEPACE. 


Is the reviews of toy ‘^Tmvels in “Ccntriil A-sitv," 
which have iasucd from the Ei£ro|)iMiu tuul American 
press,, 1 have generally been reproachef! with scand* 
nes 9 of fietails and scnipjaiiess of tmitment;—in a 
word, >nth having suid much less than f could have 
Slid about my jnumev fi'iius the !Bosphoru8 to Samar- 
kjutil ,—'&0 rich in vniic’d. udventures and ex jieriences, 

Xow, I will not deny llmt such e charge has not 
bcwi quite unfairly levelliHi ngainst me. 

Wliile I was writing my lueinoiri, during the 
tliree luontlia of my stay in Lontloti, oiler my year¬ 
long Tvanileriflga in Asiti, 1 hud very gretit trouble in 
accustoniiiig myself to tlie itlcji of boing firmly settled 
down, I always kept fanepng myself bound on the 
morrow to pack up mid extend my travels witli the 
caravan: hence my Irresolution and liasty proei'dure. 
llureovex, I iras quite u stranger in the domain of 
travelling, and deemed it my duty now to keep some- 
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thing' hack for intt'e decfxtcy; iittou ti> leave out some- 
tiling- else, tiH' oi' inferior mteresi. Hence iruuiy an 
episode was left untoucliMi, many a pfetuvo remained 
hut a feeble aketeb. 

To make up for tliis delect—^if dparii^ueoa in words 
be really a defect—^1 have written tlie fuUowttig |tagos. 
They contain only aup]ileincntaty iwpersi, ]>»rtly about 
tn_v own ai-lventurcSt j»artly on tlie maimers ami rare 
clmracteristina of the Central jUiotii: peoples, linked 
ti^ther ED no particular connection. It would natu¬ 
rally haE'e lieeii hotter to ofter these jxiges in the place 
of the former volume; and yet the sUglitest notice of 
a country so little known to us aa Turkestan, ivliich 
pobtical cjuestioiia will soon bring into the front of 
passing quesrimis, will always luive ite uaea; and 
**^megIio mrdi die raai." 

PwiH. 

iiij DKimber. ieV7. 


A. V, 
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SEETCmS OF CENTEAL ASIA, 


CHAPTER I. 

DERVISHES ARD HAD.I1S. 

The dervish is the veritable personlfiention of Eastern 
life. Idleness, ^inntieijini^ Slid sloyenlinesSf arc tiic fea¬ 
tures which m hi"i arc regarded, as virtues, aud whicli 
evcrTwhere ore represented by him as such. Idleness 
in excused byaUusion tohuuum im|x»tenee; femticisni 
cxpLimcd as enihusiasm in religion j and slcvenliucss 
ju$ti6e<l by the usclcasuessofpoor mortals in struggling 
agmnst fete. If the 9 U|>eriority of European civilizR- 
tion over that of the East was not so dearly estabMied, 
I should ahuDSt, be tempted to envy a dervish, who, 
clad in tatters and conversiiig in a corner of some 
ruined building, shows, by the tivhikling in hia eye, 
the happiness he eajoj's- Wliat a serenity ia depicted 
in that fece; what a placidity in all his actions; what 
a complete contrast there w between this picture and 
that presented by our EuTOpean civilimtionl In my 
disguise na a dervish it was cliicfly this unitatuml eom- 

1 
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posore whtcli made me nervous, and in the bnitstion 
of which I made, of course, the greatest mistiikes, i 
ahall never forget one day at Herat, wheu, after reflact- 
ing on the happiness of the early termiiiatioii of the 
painful mask I had Iteen wearing tor so inauy tnontliH, 
1 suddenly jumped up itom my seat, and in a soinC' 
what excite<l state hcgoii to pace ufi and down tlie old 
ruin wliich gave me shelter. A few minutes ofter* 
words I percseived that a crowd of passers bv had col¬ 
lected at the door, and tliat 1 was the object of geneTol 
astonishment. Seeing tiiy mistake, I blushingly re- 
sunied ray seat. Soon afterwards several jjefiple ciunc 
up to ash me whut was the matter with me, whether 
I was well, &c, Tlie goofl people thought I w'as de- 
rauged; for, to orienttd uoduns, a man tnuirt W out of 
hb senses K witJiout uecessity or a special object ui 
view, he suddenly leaves his seat lo t^we tip and down 
a room. 

As the dervisli rtpresenta the general character, so 
he does the different pc<i[iles of the Kajjt. li La true, 
^Ifdioniedanism enforces the dogma i “ El laJam milleti 
vraludiin "—dl Islanures are one nation; but the origin 
and home of the diiFcrcnt sects ftr« earily recognised. 
Bektashi. Mewlewi, and Rufoi, are principally natives 
of Turkey? because Bektosh, the enthusiastic founder 
of the danifisaries, Mfjoln Iijtlfllefldbi Rimu, the great 
poet of the Mesnevi, lived, and are huried bi Turkey; 
the Krtdrle and Djeiali are most fretpiently mot witli 
in Arabia; the Oveisy, and Xiirbakhshi Nimetullalj 
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ill PcfsiOf tli0 Khiloli ftud 2h.liibi in India | fliid tlic 
NiikisUbendi and Stifi Isliun in Central Ajaia.* The 
nicmbera of the different fmiemitiei are lK>imd together 
by very close fies^ apprentices (iliirid) and assiatonts 
(KhalJk) Imve to yield implicit obedieiujc to the chief 
{ Pir), who ling an iinliimted power over the Ufe end pro 
jwrty of his brethren. Put i heee fraternities do not In.the 
least tronble themifelvea alxiut Becrct poUticid or social 
objects, as is sometimes asserted in Enropc by entbo- 
siastic travellers, who have even discovered Freemoaonfl 
amongst the llwiouiti triljca of the Great Desert. The 
dcrvlsiiea arc the monks of IslariiisTjci; and the spirit 
which created and sustains them is that of religious 
fejiatidsm, luid tiiey difl'er firoiu each other only by 
tlie manner in which they dcmonfitrate their evithii- 
siasin. For instance; whilst one of ffiefte religious 
orders eamniands consmut pilgrimages to the tombs 
of saints, tlic other lays down Btringent rules &r re¬ 
flection cn divine mfinity atul the hungnificance of our 
existeuce, A third compels his votaries to occupy 
theniBclvcs day and night witli rejicatiDg the name of 
of God (Zikr) and hyinns (Telkio) ; and it cannot 
sorprise us to learn that tlie greater number of a com- 
I ’fl ny which haJ) continuiilly been call i ng out with oil its 


* Sol UUm ii « ubet vhkb ar%ui«t«il •bo«t thirt^jBn ige. It* tvsvUt, 
m lUJik Opm Bdkti, Omhim CiT ^{toavig lS« otBt-iuAUMng inilimnw. of 
tiM Xakuhbsidi. la ikU StOwnitT thi nf Mniiauukkui ud 

S wdaJlwPiaJli jp Ttl# Sofi fl tfinUtSAcl vitb £tfk lUSdi 

□34^ {ntiofttiil/ DHri with liiifl udA of ibm ai tv » Hint, wl ftUo 
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might t " Jn fiu! Ja hakk 1 La illnhi ilia ho! arc seized 
Tvlth djrUrium tremem. Tlie orthodox call thin cotidi- 
tbn Silcdjznh; i,e„ carried a^ray W divine tove, or 
to l>e io ccstacy. A person to wlicni such a fortunate 
event happens, lor as atich it is regarded, is envied by 
cverylwdyt and as long os It lusts, the sick and the 
niaimwl, and barren women, try to get in bis intmc' 
dinte presence, taking hold of his dress,—os toutliiug 
it is supjjosed to have healing jwwers, 

liat the <lervishes am able to do during the ecstaev 
caused by JSiktj I had once an opportuni^ of ^vitiieas* 
ing in Saniarkimd. In LJehbid, close to the tomb of 
the Mokhdun Auzam, one of these bowling companies 
had grouped themselves around tlie Pir (chief) of that 
district. At first they contented themselves with re- 
peatiug the formula in a uatunil tone of voice, and 
almost in mensured time. The chief was lost b the 
deeiiest thought; all ej^s and ejira were fixed upon 
him ; and evciy motion of Ids hand, and everv breath 
he drew, was audible, and encoumged Ids foUowcrs to 
utter wilder and louder ejaculations. At last he seemed 
to awake from his stceji-llke reflections, and as soon os 
he raise<l his liead all the dervishes jumped up 6tuu 
their ecats bke possessed lyings. The circle w(w broken, 
and the different members began to dance b undulat¬ 
ing motious; but luLolly did tlie chief stand upon his 
feet than the enthusiastic dancers became so terribly 
excited. Iliat {, who htul to itnttAteall their wild antics, 
became almost frightciied. They were flying about. 
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constantly tbncing, right and Icfl, hither and thitheri 
some leaTing the eotl meadow oud getniig upon the 
rough stones, ooustuiitly dancing, till the blood bcgntt 
to run freely frora their feet. Still they kept on their 
mad excitement^ till lui^t of thorn loll fainting to the 
ground. 

In a country like the East, where smdi sock! rela¬ 
tions e.xist, mid where we meet with such amusing 
extronn^ the dervish or hoggar, diough jilaced at the 
very bottom, of the social scale, often enjoys us iiiueh 
cousidemtion as the prince who reigns over millions 
utid disposes of iiiuuense treasures. iW, an imreaiat- 
iiig plaything in the powerful hand of Fate, can, if 
Destiny tiills it, la; tim>s[)orted from one extreme to 
tlic other, of which history fumlsLcs us with numerous 
iiuitmicea; and as in fiction we £ee with jilcaatire tlie two 
antipodes—tlie king, Shnh-U Kedo, and the beggar, 
brought into close proiiinquity—even so we often find 
a rugged mid dirty den'kh, covered miii veruiin, sit¬ 
ting on the same corpci with a magnlficontly-drosscd 
prince, and engaged with him in fiimilkr conversation, 
nay, often drhdclog with him out of the same cup, 
European travellera view such a tite-a-teti willi sur¬ 
prise, aud even sometimes wdth a feeling of amusement; 
but in tlie East It ia considered as quite natural. For, 
says the oriental moralist., the king must see in the 
glaring contrast between lum and hk neighbour the 
vanity of earthly* splendour, and banish frtjm his mind 
all feeling of pride; wliile the dervish dkcot'eia be- 
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neatL the pompous dre^s of the prince mere mortal 
man, and mindTul of the vaiiitv of sublunary things, 
laughs at the fnrce of life. 

Though iwrfecTly coMcioua of their relative porition, 
these two extremes exhibit, when they meet, nn ad- 
mitnhle degree of tolemfion lutd indnlgeijce. The 
dervish, who, when received m private, behaves with 
the freedom and unconstnunt of an intimate Mend, 
never forgets on public occastoiw (hat he is the poorest 
of the poor. The tumh of rank suffers from him what 
to any other person would iipi>eiir insupportable. At 
Ecrki, the governor of the province liad a dervnili in 
hia palaee, who, in confimnitj with u precept of hie 
order, had the agreeable office of crjnngjiJoud uninter¬ 
rupted! v, from sunset till break of day: Ya hu! ya 
hakki La ilia hu!* and tiuu Mth the voice of a 
Stentor. As soon as darkness prcvmlwl, and the busy 
hum of public life L-id become silent, the mt-lancholy 
and monotonous esclanmtiona became more and moi^ 
audible, not only in the palace itself, hut to a oommlcr^ 
able e^ent around it. That Jus devotions disturbed 
many in iheir sleep, may tie easily imagined, Nover- 
thelesa, the govenj.?r, notwithstanding the entreaties 
of hk own family, did not venture to make any objec¬ 
tion to this proceeding, ond the dervish continued hia 
vociferations every lught as long as he sojourned in 
Eerki. As I lodged in the vicinity of the |>iilaoc, f 


• TW, it fah hfl! i« It IW otwT Uliafii I| 

UILUJ cif trhieb cmnr m 
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enjoyed my share of this nightly emicert ; and as the 
voice of the entlmaiastic bawler became to^smxJa t!ie 
approach of daim weaker and wcaiker, I was enabled 
to calculate from it the distance of daybreak without 
steppinji out of the clork cell In which 1 lay- 

VS'e may say^ however, that we tMJwadaysvery' seldom 
meet adtli a dervish in the strict sense of tlie word; 
that is, a man who, renouncm^ from inward conviction 
earthly goods and, worldly comforts, is deairuiia only 
of obtalnmg experience of life and devoting himself to 
the pmetdee of religious duties: such a laaii, in a word, 
ns the poet Snndi b represented to have been. Those 
w'ho embrace this vocation are either unprinGipled and 
luzy fellows, or professed beggars, who, under the 
(')i-ifttr of poverty, collect trefusiircs, and when they are 
sufficiently enriched ofren adopt some lucrative trade. 
This is porticukrly the cobc in Persia. So long aa 
Fortune is favourable to them they lead a IHb of oaten- 
tatiouB mugnifiecnce, arid forget how transitory all is 
in this world. But eJiould he be overtaken by odver* 
sity, then he retires to some modest comer, rails at the 
vain pursuits of men, and, mfiated with pride, cnes 
out: Men derviah em; 1 am a dervish. 

The dervishes of India, and particuhirly those of 
Cashmere, arc throughout the East pre-eniincut among 
their Mahometan brethren for ciuming, secret arts, 
forms of exorcism, &c. These follows impoee most 
impudently on the credulity of the people m Persia 
and Central Aria, and even men of wit and uudcif- 
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standing sotnetimcs fuU into thciT snares; for, wherever 
such a Cuahmere dcrviali appears, glided aa he gejicroUj 
is isith anoble figure, striking feaiures, bright elwiutnt 
eyes, and long dark flowing hair, he is sure of success. 

The Mahomenuis of India and the adjoiiiiiig eastern 
countries liave always been celebrated in tlie Iskmite 
world for their supernatural gifts- As soon as such » 
travelling saint arrives in a Mahometan countn*, he is 
eutreated.to cure dangerous lunhidies, to exorciseghostSj 
or to point out where hidden treaiuirea are buried j for, 
although those arts are forhidden by the Koran/they 
appear eveiywhere as the most zealous MaljomLtans. 
CouDt Gobineaii, in his work, “Trois Ans duns VAsh” 
tells us of an excellent trick, which an alchemist livm 
CiishmerE played a gold-seeking prince in Tdnuun- A 
eiinilar trick was played on the brotJjer of the reigning 
Khan of Khiva, who, wanting to have all his saddks and 
bridles oonvmcd into gold, wes cheated in a most ridicu¬ 
lous maimer. But tlj^ are sometimeB so devoid of oou- 
science as to rob the poorest man of hl» last [leimy. 
In TeJieran, a Iladji, Intel}' arrived feom Centra] Ania, 
told me, with tears b his eyes, the follawing gtory. 
As, said be, 1 had henrd much b Mcahed of the fre¬ 
quent robberies that occurred on the road to Tchetsm, 

1 and my ccBupinuoD were anxious to know what would 
be the best way to conceal our Uttle capital, which was 
to defray our expenses to the lioiy giuve of the Prophet- 
1 his ttumey was the savbgs of five hard years, and 
thou knoweat how difficult it is to irave! without money 
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in this hmd of heretics. Next to us in the csroviuiBemi 
at Mcahcd there lodged a |>lous iBhnn (aiielkli) from 
Otshmere^ to him yre commtitiictitcd our fears, and 
ivere delighted when he ottered, bj- means of a cerhua 
form of prayer, to eecure our money agaiuef all attacks 
of rohWa. lie invited us to follow him to tlie mosque 
of linaii Rum: there he bode us perform die usual ab¬ 
lutions. ^V'e then placed our money ut his hp, and 
after lie Iiiul hteathcol ou It sevemi times be put U 
with his ovrn bonds into our purses, wrapped them up 
in tieven sheets of paper, and tlteu strictly enjoined us 
uoc to open them till, on our arrival at Teheran, we 
liiwl performed our de\i>tions tliree rimes in the luosHjue. 
It is now sixireeks since we Icfr Meshed; and imagine 
our fright, when ycaferday, after the tldrd prayer, 
we opened our jiurscs and found in diem, instead of 
our dear diicata, notlilng hut heavy reddish sand. 
The iKKir fellows uttered latter coniiiUiints and seemed 
almost to have lost their wdls. The cunning rogue 
friThm Cashmere had, while pronouncing die blessing, 
cl lunged the money wiUiout lielug jiiercei^'ed by the 
simple Tartars, who continued their journey to Teho- 
rau in the perfect jMjisuaaion of the efficacy of the 
ceremony,—a persuasion which they now found had 
cost them dear. 

It is the same with derviahism as tvith sU the other 
oriental institutions, eustoma and manners; the more 
we penetrate towanls the Eoaf, the greater b die purity 
with which they have been preserved. In Persia the 
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dervishfia plaj a much more Important part thou jn 
Turkeys ftod in CimtnU Asua, isolated ns it has been 
from llie rest of the world for centuries, this fraternity 
is still in fnU vigour, and e^tercises a great influence 
upon society* In my “TmveK” I liavc frcfitiently 
alluded to tUo position occupieil by the Ishttn or 
auculur priests in Centm] Asia, Their influence may 
1)0 called a forttmate one, couttasted with the foarflil 
tyranny exisdiig In those couiitrii^. This ia the reason 
why every one occupies himself with religion: every 
one tries to pass iiimself ofl as a wiirker of nuraclea 
(£.hU Keramet); or, if he foils in that, he endeavours 
to be rM(>gnnsed a saint (veli itllii.li * * ,) Those who 
moke the intcrjjretation of the saered writings their 
business are great rivals of the Ishatat who, by the 
loysticwm by which they surround themselvesj eiyny 
A large shore of popular esteem. The native of CeiitraJ 
Asia, tike the wildest child of Andiia, is more easily 
Imposed upon by loagic formufos and similar hocus* 
picus than hy bijoks. He may dispense with the ser¬ 
vices of a MoHah, but he cannot do wit hout a ZyAw, 
whoiie blessing (/ntiha) or breath ia required 

when he seta out on one of Uis iJi'tsdatoiy expeditions, and 
utton which he looks iia a talismaiiic power, when tnor* 
ing alxiHt his herds, his tent, or the wilds of the desert. 

After the Ishans, llic most interesting class are the 
mendicant dervishea (Kalenter)^* which the Kirgueac 

• Edntiir ii ■, WTnptioin of u>e olil Pemu) X.l.nl.r—,1.* . pntBT, In 
qilnii PWiia dta tillB k (tin gitipn to Uh judge* ofiriil ^ 
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uml Turkontanj} caU KtitUluah* or Divimi (iii^i^). 
Id the W'liole of the great deserts whkrh stretch from 
the eastern boundaries of Ouna to the Caspian Sea, it 
is only these people, in their ragged dress, who are 
able to move umnplcstcd. They do Dot take any notice 
tif the diffopences of tribe or family, and the mighty 
worife, yaghtor H (tnend or enemy) have to them no 
meauliig. In travelling alotig tiiey join whomsoever 
they meet, lie it a pcrn’cM caravan or bond of robbers^ 
Tlic dervishes who travel through Kirgaeec or Turko¬ 
man step|>e9 are generally this class of people, who 
form a strong iuclmation to do nothing, follow a trade 
whidi throiigJumt the East is considered res^iectabk, 
viz., that of a mendicant, AU they have to acquire 
is a few prayers and a certain power of mimiciy, with 
which the diirumantic feats are {>erfonm!d; and I Lave 
never seen a nomad who lias not been moved when he 
found himself in die dose presence of one of thotHi 
long-haired, bare-headed, and hare-footed dervialu:^ 
who, with hia fiery eyes, stared hard at the son of the 
desert, iind whilst shaking Ilia Keshkul f howled a wild 

hur 

The arrival of one of these fakirs in a lonely group 
of tente ia regarded as a joyful event, or ahnoet a fesri- 

* J^neUiiu u dflnr«d &11E11 Xnd, id bodPiat iwL Tho^ jLta^ ntl thf 
ddrrubB UtidJUM, Ltr, IbMIk^ 

t iU^uI l» R ronuad fli li*lf m am* ituU— tb« mamm ef 

dwii^ufi,—EB hfl pian^flR wh tikir fodd li4 Iw ^ 

wfadAJur dij err *vnt tt mxT. Slult A iIhIi vviUd b«ii lE 

■ nil 6iEidr | uhI jtI ^Ow dDUsouA £l twlMl 14 vt ■IUt A dflj'ii 
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valj it is of e^vecial iioportance in the evea of the 
womenj and the time of Ilia arrival is di^rently in¬ 
terpreted. EarJj bi the morning signifies the happy 
liirth of a camel or a horse; at noon n quanel iietween 
husUand and wife; and in tlie evening a good pmspect 
of marriage to tlie marriageable dangliters. The der¬ 
vish is genemlly taken in hand by the women, and Is 
well supplied with the best things the tent containe. 
In iiopes that he may be tempted to produce front be¬ 
neath his Imttered dress some glass beads, or other talis- 
man. Alms, which lummgst the nomads seldom consist 
ol money, are rareiy denied him; and he oflen recelvea 
an old carpet, a few handfuls of camel hair or wool, or 
an old garment. He may also stop with the family 
for days^ and move abour with it without hia presence 
becoming a burden. If the dervish possesses musical 
talent, able to a mg a few siongB and accompany 
himself on the two stringed instrument called dutora, 
he is made much of, and has the gmitest difficuliy in 
getting au-ay feom the hospitable host. 

It is very seldom that dervishes are insulted or ill- 
treated; this, however, is esaid to be the case amongst 
the Turkomans, whose rapacity fcno^vs no Ijounda, and 
prompts them to comunit incredible acts of cruelty. 
A dervish from Bokhara, of robust figure and dark 
curly liair, whom I met at Alaymena, told me tlmf a 
Tekke-Turfcoman, prompted by the thirty <lucat8 which 
his athletic figure promised to "fetch in the slave market, 
made him a prisoner to sell him a few days afterwards. 
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“ I mj colleague Contin\]e<i, “to be quite 

uncouccmecl, and repeated the Zikr Bhakiug 

my iron diaiiis. The time wus fast appreodhing 
when 1 WHS to be takea to the market, when sud¬ 
denly the wife of the robber of my liberty fliid persoo 
was taken ill, and preyeuted him from starting. lie 
seemed to see in this the finger of God, and began to 
be pensiye, when Ids favourite iiorse, refusing to eat 
hia food, showed signs of illness/' Tliis was enough. 
The robber was so frightened that ho removed the 
ghaina of lus prisoner, and returned to him the things 
he had robbed him of, bogging him to leave his tent 
AS soon as po^ble. A^Tulst a Turkoman impatiently 
awaited the departure of the omhious Ixggar, the 
latter fumbled about his dress, and pretended that he 
had lost a comb whicfi liLt chief tiad given liiin as A 
talisman on the road, and witiiuut which he could not 
go a single step. The nomad returned in great liome 
to the place where the jdundcr hiul been kept, end os 
the comb did not turn up be became still more fnght- 
ened, and promised the ilcrvish the price of twenty 
combs if he would only take a single step beyond tlie 
botmdory of his tent. Tbc cunning hiisli-rite saw he 
was master of the situation; he pretended to be iitcon- 
soUble about the lost property, and declared tliat he 
now would have to remain for years in tlie tent. 
Imagine the confusion of the deceived and supersti¬ 
tious robber! Like a madman ho ran about asking 
hia neighhour for odvicc. Formal negr^tiations were 
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now corauncHCod wrtii the dervisli, to whom, finallTi a 
horse, a rlress, and ten dueats were presented, to make 
up for the loss of the comb, and on eoniiitiou that he 
should leave a tent whose proprietor will ptoliably 
tliink twice before he venturca ftg^dn u|it>u molesting a 
travelling derviflli^ 

Brides the dervishes who, as phyBickns, nitracle- 
werking saints, ur harmless vugabonds, are vi*anderiiig 
about in Central Asia, there is a class called Aliauia 
nethitiy* or convent d'wnetlers, who always wi^i to 
appear as the lawrest, and an; without doubt the most 
contemptible follows in the world. Generally sjicak- 
ing they arc opium eaters, who by their execaaive 
iilth, skekton-like body, and frightfky distorted fea¬ 
tures, present a most repulsive apjieamnce. The worst 
m tliat they do not confine themselvoa to practismg 
this fearful vice themselves, but with a siiigulnr por^ 
Hwtency endeavour to make converts nmont^t all 
elos^; and, supported by the want of spirituous 
dnnks, they succeed but too frequently in their wicked 
attempts. A^Tmt surprised me most was iliat these 
fetched people were regarded aa eminently religious, 
of whom H wiLH thought that from tlieir love t<i Gul 
an the Prophet they had become imul, and stupefied 
tbemaelves in order that in thdr excited slate tl»ey 
might be nearer the Bemgs whom they loved so well. 

Spe^g of dervishes we may mention a class of 
hypocrites who, under the pretence of earning out 
»u;red vows, indulge in their desire to travel, and after 
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their rcttini awumei under the title of Iladji (P%rinM) 
authority and a good eocial posdtioii. Tiio Korun says, 
ah hiH mtfi kd Itaatuu "—TTonder to 

my house (£Via^) if circumstances permir. These 
“circumstances" arc reduced to tlie fullowitig seven 
conditions hy the oomiuentators. The pilgrimage 
most be undertaken, 1 st,—sufficient money for 
traveUing expenses; 2 nd,—In bodily health j 3 rd,— 
In an unmarried state; 4th,—Witliout learing delita 
behind; 5th,—la times of jictocc; fith,—Overland and 
without danger; and, 7th,—-By penKins who have 
TMched the age of puberty, Timt our good Tartara 
ill-observe these conditions will he evident to nil win* 
have some idea about tlic countries situated iMttweeu 
Oxus and ^axartca. In Persia people go to Kerbela, 
Meshed or Mekka, only when sufficient funds enable 
them to do it comfortably. In Central Asia, on the 
cantrary, it is always the poorest class who ijudertakea 
pilgrim^es. A certain taste for adventure, coupled 
with religious enthusiasm, are the two motives which 
pcompt the inhabitants of Central Asia to start from 
the remote east for the tomb of their Prophet. True, 
thty do not suffer any material Itwses, for a beggar's 
bogia n money hag; hut they frequently hiee what is 
most precious to them—their life; as every 3 ’ear at 
least one-third of the pilgrims from Turkestan die 
frx>m exposure to the climate. 

This sacred or profime desire to tmvel braves all 
danger; this vague thought of tearing himself away 
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bis femily, and fiienda, and coimtiyineii, to see 
the wide world, sarrmuids the Fiodji with a ccrtiun 
poetry. I have lived weeks with my compardotrs, imd 
yet it always interested me to behold them, palm efaff 
in hand, as a eaered memento of Arabia, vigorousty 
mridng their way through the deep sand or mud- 
They were rettiming happily to their homes; but how 
many did I meet who only commenced their long oofi 
tedious journey ? and yet they were eqnaJly happy. 
On my road fi»m Samarkand to Teheran I had as a 
companiou a native of Chinese Tartary, who, in total 
Ignorance of the route he had to take, asked me eveiy 
evening, even when we were yet at Meshed, whether 
we should see to-morrow, or at the Ikrthest after to* 
morrow, the minarets of Mehka, The poor fellow bad 
no idea how much he would imve to endure liefore he 
reached lus destination. However, this should not 
aurpriso us when we remember that during the time 
of the crusades so many honest Teutons undertook a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Laiitl, and after two or three 
days' joujuey hoped to behold the walls of Jerusalem • 
The routes to Arabia adopted by the pious Tartars 
are the following, viz,:—1, Yarkend, Kilim, Tibet, 
Kashuiir.'f 2. Through SouiheiTi Siberia, Kazan and 

* B(e ir4kHii{i'i ‘•Oflieliiditv iOf TocStW KbolnA,” irbcp iW itate* Uuit 
lii-iOP»lgri=«,igIWimiit of tl.,Uam^d™ t« twU br .bwtktaMi 
^kinli M btftn UMm. 

1-Ffto Tukmii t3 EiUka tSr txigjutuj Uk ju* Ihrw d«j*' J«»ru7, 

SOM lAn^ TWg*etnB mid Smluii, toTtbrt, twmilT dm ud Uumro 
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Constfljitinople. 3, Through Afghanistan and India 
tit DJedda. 4. Through rcrsht, Bagdad, and Damas¬ 
cus. Nona of these routes is a coTafortable one, and 
the amount of danger to he inctirred is very much de* 
pendent upon the season of the jear and the political 
state of the countrieB through whicli they pass. The 
travellers form themselves in larger or smaller com* 
]»mies, imd elect a chief (&v>tu amoni^t 
themsel ves, who also fills amongst them the ofilce of 
Imam, (the person who first says the pmyeis to be re* 
peated hy the rcBt,) and who enjoya a cdtistdcmlde 
superiority over his companions. A visit to the 
Kaaba and the tomb of the Frofdiet (which may be 
paid at any season) is not so much the culminating 
point of the whole pilgnmoge as tlie ascent of Mount 
Araikt. Tliia can he mode only once a year, viz., ou 
the Kurban festival, (10th Zil Hidje,) which is nothing 
more or less than the sacrifice of Abraham and Isaac 
dramatized. All those who have taken port in this 
fesuval and have joined in the ciy, *‘Lebclk Allah — 
Command, Oh God," (in nilusiou to Abraham’s im¬ 
plicit obedience,) are regarded as genuine Hadjis. 
Tills cry of “Lebelki Lebeik!" uttered nt the moat 
solemn moment of the whole pilgrimage, seems also to 
have the deepest impression upon the pdgiiin himflelf. 
My travelling compamens, whenever they become ex* 
cited or were in a happy mood of mind, always ^uded 
to it; and the atiiluess of the Tartar deserts was 

2 
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often broken by thTa vivmmio of the stony districts of 
Arabia. 

However pamTiil and. beortrendin|r separation fiom 
lionio may l>e when ao long; and don^erons a journey 
has to be undertaken, tlie joy whicli the Qatljis ex¬ 
perienced on their reinru fiiUy counterlialauces it. 
Friends and relationA, iufornicd of hia near arrival, go 
out to meet them several days in atlvaucc. Ilymua 
are ^ng, and tears of joy are shed when the Hadji 
makes bia entry into his native place. Every one 
wants to enibmce Iiim, to touch him, for the atmos- 
phere of holy places still snrroimds him, the dust of 
Mekko and Medina still covers his garments. In Cen* 
tral Aida the Hadji is held in much greater 
than in any other Mohammedan country. It has «jst 
him much to obtain his dignity, hut he is amply re¬ 
paid. Respected and supported by his fellow ctti/.eii 3 
he b better protected against the tj-ranuy of the 
Government than any other citizen. The title of a 
** Hadji ” is a patent of nobility, which, during h?^ lifb- 
time, he parades on his seal, after death on his tomb¬ 
stone. 

The Hadjis, of course such os are not mere bi^gars, 
often transact, during th^r pious pilgrimage, a little 
cooimercuil busmess. Hirot tidjured, hem ziwfety — 
“ Commerce and pilgrim^ tt^ethcr ” are not allowed 
by their religion; but nobody seems to suffer any 
pricks ot conscience in taking to his co-reli^ornat in 
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Arahifl a few artides firain distant Turkomsnia. Tfac 
producte of Bokhara and other holy places of Central 
Aj«ia arc in bJgb esteem amoiigst tlie people of Arabia ^ 
be^des, even' one wishes to show a Hadji soane fevour, 
ft-nr| ia easily iudticed to pay double the value for any 
artidc otFered. This email trade ts carried on lie- 
tween the easternmost point of Islamitjc Asia to the 
Gaktn bridge of Constantinople. Amongst the crowd 
of that fiinjoas capital one often secs a Tartar, whose 
features cimtrast os strangely with the rest of the 
popukrlon as the colours of the thin silk kerchief differ 
from those of our Euro|>een manufitctiire. Fine ladies 
seldom become purchasers of such articles, but old 
TORtronn are frequently seen, inspired by fedin^ of 
piety, paying a good price for them, pressing them re¬ 
peatedly to their faces and forehead while repeating a 
loud “ u and contundng their walk. 

Tliat the successful sale of the exported articles 
loads to the unportation of siniitar merchiuiiii^ needs 
no confimiation. No Hadji leaves the holy places 
without making some purchases. At Mekka he lays 
in a stock of scents., dates, rosaries and combs, but 
CBpeciuIty water from the sacred well called Zeni;seni-* 
In Jamba and I^edda arc bought European goods; 
these go the name of Mali Istambul—“ Stomboul 

* u nam# of ■ hSMOU* nti va llw rgftd, of povv^ 

1^ wviv4f «hkbift«iparla!iAaaA£l fmmkf to lOi ItlHmile ttnEatrici^ m m 
ilxop ^ ^ jiut ml kh« mfHDtmi oi dwth bom wo Jfiwt of 

^na^mUfTf lb# of tb* I* Ttm^ 

Uigur, iSoiopod bii IftiW ubl iB»4e tb* udi 
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Goods A9 the imbdievnifr Fronts must not obtuin 
credit for aavthing, and they conaiat of penkniTes, 
scisBora, needles, thimbles, &c* Aleppo and Damascus 
eiyoy the reputation of supplying the best misvak. a 
fibrous mot, used as tootli brushes by aU pious Mos' 
lems. In Bagdati are bought a liirka, made of camel's 
hair, and of superior Quality at tills place, as it is this 
kind of garment which the Prophet is Jinid to have 
worn next his skill. Finally, in Penda, ink, powder 
and pens made of canes are purchased. In Centnd 
Asia all these articles are great cuHo^atles, and they 
are paid for handsomely, partly &om uecewty, partly 
from religious motives. 

Generally speaking a caravan of Hadjis, I mean one 
whose c hfttTt cter has been well hnjuired into, are the 
best traveHhig compnimms one can have in Central 
Asia, or rather in the whole of the east, provided one 
can manage to agree with them. With rt^ard to the 
travelling necessaries the Hadji is wed supplied, and it 
was always surprisuig to me to see how a man who 
had only one poor donkey he could eaU his own, could 
make a display of a separate tea-service* (4 la Tartar,) 
Pilou-appamtus, and carpet when arrived at the station 
at which we halted. Kobody is more devet * Hp n a 
Hadji m updating, be the people he has to deal with 
believers or nubeltevera, nomads or agricultural bdbes. 
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A H&dji may be converted into anything', be being 
tborotigbly penetrated by the principle Jittris Ro- 
Instead of being ca^- flown and gliMnny, as his 
ragged exterior would lead us to suppose, he is of a 
meny disporition, and duriug the long luarchc^ the 
greatest saint and miracle-worker occa^onnlly indulges 
in a profane joke. The comicality of tJiesc geitendly 
serious &ices Ima often made me forget the privations 
which I was myeelf undergoing. 


CHAPTER II. 

EECOLLECTIONS OF MY DERVISH LIFE. 

On the cveoiiig of the 27th of Manih, 1863, my excel¬ 
lent fnend, the Turkish einhassador in Teheran, gave 
me a Gneweli aujiper, at ni’liich all dechttc:d.^to inspire 
me, of course with Ic&r, wad divert me from my sjciTeii- 
turous undertaking,—-that J wns for the List time in 
life to enjoy £uro[)esii food in the European man¬ 
ner. The hand some dining room at the residence of 
the ambaasador was Imlliantty lighted, the choicest 
vhmda were served, and the chtacert wines handed 
Pound; for the mtention was clear,—to give me a 
strong dose of reminiscences of Eurojxam comforts on 
the difficult expedition before me. My friends were 
for ever Bcrutinizing my features, to discover whether 
my outward appearance might not betrey some trace 
of inwnpd excitement. But they were very much mis- 
takeu. I had ensconced myself cwnfortably in the 
vdvet arm choir, which hod been brought thither from 
the distant land of the Franks; the wine had tinged 
my fiice with the some colour ns tlie !ea which covered 
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inj head. A pious derTish and Trine—^what a 

fill antithesis! To-night, however, I must tiansgress, 

the penance will lie a long one, whether or no, , , , . 

Twenty-four hours later, in the evening of the 28th 
of March, I whs in the miilat of my eomjHUi)’ of ixiggara 
on the road to Lar, in a half-dilapidated mud hut, 
called Dagani. The rain was pouring in toirenta. 
We had been pretty well wetted through during our 
day’s tnarch, so that aU were anxious for shelter and a 
dry roof; and, the space heing narrow, brought 
me the very first evening into the closest contact with 
my travelling oompaniona. Thtdr tattered gamieuta, 
never very aweet-scented, and now thoroughly eoahed 
with the rain, gave out the strangest evaporations; and 
no wonder if, under such drcumstances, 1 had no great 
desire fo take my shore out of the targe wooden bowl, 
from which the starved Hadjis, splasliing about with 
their fists, were ooting their supper. Moreover, hunger 
tormented me less thar) fatigue and my wet, ragged 
garments, to which 1 was as yet unaccustomed. Rolled 
up like a ball, I tried to get to steep; but this also was 
imposaiblc, packed together as we were in such close 
quarters. Now 1 felt the hand, now the head of one 
of my neighbours, falling upon me; then my opposite 
companion stretched out hb foot, to scratch me behind 
the ears. It required the patience of Job to defend 
myself against these unpleasant civilid^; and yet 1 
might have bad some deep, but for the loud snoring 
of the Tartars, and above all the loud mooning of a 
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Persmn miJeteer, who was sadly troubled with, the 
gout. 

Finding that all endeavours to closo my eyes re¬ 
mained unsuccessful, 1 rose and sat upright in tho 
midst of this mass of people, who were lying about in 
the most utter confusion. The rain kept, hilling, and, 
as I lw>ked out into tho dark and gloomy night, my 
thoughts returned to the difference in my position only 
twenty-four hours before, and the sumptuous farewell 
supper at the splendid Turkish embasey. The whole 
scene appeared to ine not unlike a dramatic represelita' 
tion of “King and Beggar/' in which I acted the chief 
part. The bitter feeling of really, however, made 
bttle iinpresaion. I layaelf was the author of this 
sudden metaxDorpliosis, and T liad prepared my &te 
for myself. 

The hard task of self-control lasted but a few days. 
As for 83 all outward pecufiaritiea were concerned, I 
soon became familiar with the habitual as well as phy¬ 
sical attributes of dervishLsm, such m dirt, &c. I gave 
my better garmestta, which I bad brought with me 
Teheran, to a waifc and sickly Hadji, an act of 
kindness which gained all hearts. My new aniform 
consisted of a (elt jacket, which I wore next my slriti 
without any shirt, and of a (upper garment),* 

• n-o-Koa (a« in-rwh 

TubnllllU *HlDD.tC0Mfo«||l)(3f off m ObligBi 14 ww OMT tluw OtlBirM 
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composed of mmuncr&ble piccea of stulf, and fastened 
witli A cord round the loina. My feet were enveloped 
in raga, and on imm ense turban covered my bead, 
serving as a parasol by day and pillow by night. I 
had also, in conformity with, the rest of the Hadjis, 
hung round me a voluminotis Koran in a bag, which 
resembled a cartridge pouch; imd, viewing myaelf thus, 
ptHne parade” I bad reason proudly to exclaim.: 

Yes, indeed, I am bom a beggar I" 

The outer or material port of the ineognito waa thus 
easily assumed, but the moral part presentecl more 
serious difSculdes than I estpected. Although I had 
had the opportunity, for aome years past, of studying 
the contrast between Eoropemi and Asiatic modes of 
life, and the critica] position hi which 1 found myself 
mode it incumbent upon me ever to be strictly on my 
guard, nGvertheless, I could not avoid committing many 
glaring mistakes. The difference lietween EaBteni and 
Western society' does not consist merely in language, 
physiognomy, and dress. We Europeans eat, drink, 
sleep, sit^ and stand, nay, 1 feel iccimed to say, laugh, 
weep, sigh, and gcsticiilate otherwise thoa Eastern 
jieople. These things are visible trifles, but in reality 
difltcnlt ones, and yet they are as nothii^ when oom- 
[Mtrcd with the effort required Cp disguise oue's feeUngs. 
Wlien travoUing, people are naturally of a mor* eager 

iml Iha lijniiig qfltt ''^***^* *ilk lOT HDU Ulll^TlZuaMa 

nul. II It tb« M plm uitr* of hjpocritji long Mm iJm Bmouit the 
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and excitable tempewunent than ia ereiydaj life, and 
therefore it costa the European au nmpeaknble effort 
to conceal his cmiositj, adminuiun^ or any kind of 
emotion, when brought into intercourse with the indo- 
leui oricutals, who are for over indifferent to all and 
everything around th orn, B&adoa, the object of my 
travelling waa merely to travel, whilst that of mv friends 
was to reach their distant homes. My mdividuid pei^ 
SOD excited their interest only during the frrst luoments 
of our acquaintance, while to me they were each a 
continual study; and i( certainly can never have en- 
tored the head of any one of them that, whenever we 
bughed aiul joked most intimately together my mind 
would just then be doubly occupied. No one but he 
who is practically acquainted with the East, can have 
luiy idea of the difficulty of entering into all these 
marked differences. I had been pret^ well ^hoo l ed 
by a four years^ residence at CanstBntinoplei yet there 
1 played merely the part of an amateur, wbilM here I 
dared not deviate even a hair'a breadth from reality. 
Nay, I will make no secret of the fact, that during the 
first few days the struggle, though short, was severe, and 
that repmtnnoe and remorse seized me at every fresh 
difficulty. However, my mind, being stimulated by 
vanity, was itt that state of excitement vrheii everything 
had to give way before the irresistible impulse of its 
ardour; and, supported in its triumph by a sound con¬ 
stitution, it was enabled to l)car easily whatever might 
hapfwn. 
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I aliuilder even now when I Ihink Wk of the &tigiie 
I ttnderwHiit during the iirst fevr days, tuid how tnueh 
X snfiRsrcd from the wet nnd cold^ the tmcieoulines^— 
which makes one’s liair stand un end.— and the never* 
ending, harnsring wony with the huiadc Shiites, dur¬ 
ing our long and tedious day-nmrches m Mai^ndnui, 
a part of the world of historical reputation for its Iwi 
roads. Sometimes it rained froim early in the morning 
untU late in the evening, and, whilat not a thread of 
my t&ttered garmciita remained dry, I was moreover 
obliged to wade for hours knee-deep in mud. The 
narrow tnomitaiii-poth has become hollow by (he wear 
of centuries, end in many places it rambles a muddy 
brook, winding along between hnge thtgmeiits of pointed 
rock thid have fadpn IKim the heights above. It is a 
sheer impossibility to remain in the saddle; and, in 
order to avoid danger, the best courao is to tread slowly 
and cautiously, souudiiig the hollows with one’s foot. 
No one will doubt that, under such circumstances, we 
arrived at the station at nightfall th<iiY}Ughly exliausted 
and fatigucib Fire and shelter are the cMcf objects 
of deaire, for which the looks longingly around. 
They both exist in Ma^Ecndron; but we, the Sunnitic 
l>eggnra, had preferred, for the iiake of quiet, to 
the night undisturbed and fiiir frcuu any human difvell- 
ing. A tire was Idndled, to dry ourselves and our 
clothes, when the elder of tnir Tartar fellow-tiavcllGn 
observed, that guoh a proceeding would be prejudicial 
to licidth; and, indeed, they alwujrs preferred to dry 
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tfaemselres in another jmd more singular fiishion. It 
is well known tlmt, tiiroughout the E&gij horse dung 
is driod and then ground into powder^ to serre as 
^tabling for the hornet by mght. During the day it 
is exposed to the sun, either spread out or mode inta 
conical-shaped heaps; and I was not a little astonished 
to see how my compamonB, diresting themselves en-^ 
tirely of dieir appareh buried their seabed bodies up 
to the neck in such like pmdrt d^ s(mU. I need not 
add^ that contact with tbk poudt^ so well known &a 
strong and $tiiigingi cannot be very agreeable; but its 
effects are only felt during the first quarter of an hour^ 
and I enn assert, &om nxy suba^u^t persona! expe- 
rience^ Lliat such a bed iudiioea a tno^t sweet and re* 
freshing sleep, however it may offend the European 
eye and sense of refinements 

In spice of the drawbacks^ X should have felt quite 
Contented with my lot had it not been that, borides 
these fiidgueaconanion to all, an extra share was allotted 
to me, being a stranger in the company^ Aa such| it 
was my duty to affect the qualities of modesty and 
devotion^ to show myself not only firiendlyf but sub^ 
missive, to all j and to endeavour to conciliate the affec¬ 
tion of old and young, by ptofeasing an obliging dis* 
[^K^sltiun, and a nwllncss to perfomi any kind of email 
service- At first these offers were declined by most 
of them, rince they did not wish to offend in me the 
charactor of ‘‘'efendip^^ having mode my acquaintance 
as such- However, it was my iluty in no case to yieid, 
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btit on the contrary, to atrive contiiiually to make 
myself tiseful to one or the other. Besides the minor 
services I perfonned on the march, t had to try to be 
helpfhl to every one at the station, either by preparing 
tea and baking bread, or l)y [ookUig after t!ie riding 
horses, or by packing and unpacking. Some of my 
compamons were obliging tome in retuni for my atten* 
tion, hut others, who soon had ibigotteu my former 
position, treated me like an old fellow-travellCT. Ser¬ 
vices were demanded onii performed witliout the small, 
est ceremony j and I could not help laughing heartily, 
when a Hadji from Khokimd once CO 0 II 3 ’ h^ded me 
hia shirt for me to iree it from the many ** uninvited 
guests,*' he being fiiUy occupied iu like nm nnaf on 
another part of his costume. 

Itwaa to be foreseen that in this way an eatmte cordlale 
would speedily ripen between ua. The more J accom¬ 
modated mys^ to my present position, forgetting die 
past, the quicker also diaappeaTed the barrier between 
me and the other Hadjis. The society of others exer¬ 
cises a powerfiil influence upon lui^ uniting as it does 
the most opposite elements; and after 1 had lived for 
a whole month aa derviah, all appeared to me not only 
natural and endurable, but the charm of novelty in 
the life around me hod actually cflaced Teheran, Stani- 
bouJ, and Europe, from my memory; and the continual 
excitement in which I lived had produced in me a 
state of mind which waa extraordinaiyr, it is true, but 
never disagreeable. 
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One feeling alone disquieted me; this was the fear 
of dtscoveryt or, rather, of its consequences,—the ter- 
nble death of torture which Tartar cruelty' and offended 
liLohometon Guialicism would have invented for my 
punishment. Alreotly duniig the first dtqrs tjf my re- 
addeiice with the Turkomans I liecome awnre that, in 
assuming my incognito, I was playing a dangerous 
gome; aud, but fur the unlimited confidence I placed 
in the fidelity of my companiuns, and my own prepani' 
dons, this spectre would have haunted me every mo* 
ment of my exiatence* During the greater part of 
the day, society, oceupadou, and Cfrents of various in* 
terest prevented the intrusion of these suspicions; but 
at ni^t, when every'thmg around was hushed in 
aileiice, and I eat alone in a eolitaiy comer of my tent, 
or in the waste and barren desert, I became absorbed 
in thouglit. Fear appeared before me in ite blackest 
gui&e aud most terrible aajiect; nor would it leave me 
for a long, long time, however much I attempted to 
dhtpel it by aophistiy' or light-heorteduesa. Oh, this 
terrible Megoera! flow' ahe tormented me, how ahe 
tortured me, at those very moments when, seeking 
repose, t was about to lose myself in contemplatmn on 
the grandeur of nature and the wooderfiil constitution 
of man. In the Ituig struggle between tia, fear was 
finally subdued; but it is tbb very struggle, which I 
now blush to remember; for It is marvelious what 
efforts are required to grow (jimiliar with the constant 
and visible prospect of flcath, and how great the anxie^ 
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in seeing only a doubt&i foundaHon for tiie hope of 
one's ftirther esstence. 

Ho one, I am sure, will blonie me fbr nedug with 
precautiojo, nay, at firisl, with scni[]in]oa& prteautioiit 
but often it degenerated into tidiculomi extremes. I 
was, for instance, cnnsciotis of my Imbit of gesticiihidjig 
with the hands when speaking,—a iiahii peculiar Cu 
many EurapeanR, but strictly forbidden tit Ceiitmi 
Asiaand, fearing lest 1 might commit thU mistake, 
1 adopted, a coercive remedy, T pretended to suffer 
from pains in the arms, and etrsppiiig them down to 
the body, they soon lost the habit of involuntary movc^ 
meat. In like matmer 1 seldom veutuml to make 
a hearty meal late in the evening, for fear of being 
troubled with heavy dreams, which might cause me 
to speak some foreign, European hmguage, I laugh 
now at my pusUlanimity, for I might have remembered 
that the Tartars, being unacquainted with Kun.i]>ean 
languages, would not have noticed it; and yet 1 rather 
bore in mind the words of my companions, who ob¬ 
served one morning with great ruiiwtiy that my jmor- 
ing sounded differently iiora that of the Turkestanis, 
whereupon another internipted and informed him: 
“Yes; thus people tmore in. Constantinople.’* 

It may be objected, that as so many of m}' actions 
might cause remark or offence when In company with 
others, I must at all events have aliaken off this re- 
straiut when alone. But alasl Even then I was the 
ah&ve of precaution; and is it not striking, or rather 
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ridiculoufl^ that at cilght, wlien m the boondlesa desert 
and at a confiidemble distance &0im the cara^mit I did 
not vennire to eat the unWveiied hmd^ tubbed tip 
with ashea and sand, or take a draught of atiiiking 
water without accompanjing it with the cuatomary 
MahometajL formula of ble^ing I I mij^kt have tliought 
to myself, no one sees you, all around are asleep; hut 
no t the distant sand bilk appeared fo me like &o many 
epies^ who were watching whether 1 was saying the 
BismlUah, and whether I had broken the bread in the 
proper ntualistic manner. Thtis it happened when in 
Khiva, that, when sleeping alone in a dork cell, bolted 
and barredt I started up from my couch at the call to 
prayer, and began the troublesome labour of the thirteen 
Rikaat* When at the sixth or eighth^ 1 had a great 
mind to leave oefl^ thinking I was safely out of Bight- 
But no I it struck me, that perhaps the eyca of a apy 
might be watching me through the crevice m the 
dooTi and conscientkjufily I j)crfbrmed my unpleasant 
duty. 

Only timei the universal ponocsea^ could remedy 
this evil. Although my moral suiFerings were con^ 
siderahly more painful than the physical ones, lime 
and habit came to my aid, and gainLcd me here aho 
the victory, and after having lived happily through 
four months, my mind had grown as hardened to any 
fear or terror as my body to dirt and. uncleaulinesB- 
The epoch of indifference succeeded, and with it I 
began to feel the true cliarms of my adventure. I 
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waa attmctcd above all by the unlimited freedom of 
our life as vat^nuitg, the total ahaence of trouble as to 
food and clothings the gratuitous tuanner in wlilcb the 
derviah had everythiug protddetl for him, wd, in addi¬ 
tion, the mental superiority which he exctciaes over 
the people at large. Xo wonder, then, that I lost no 
opportunity in amply profiting by the advantages of 
my position. My compamons admitted that f poeaessed 
eminciit tuleiits for the life of a dervish, and whenever 
the question rose how to get money from hard-hearted, 
villagers, or to beg and collect a larger store of victuals, 
I was always entrusted with that part of (he business. 
I one day brilliantly justified the confidence thus placed 
in me, in an encampment of Tchaudor Turhomaua. 
These, the wildest of all nomad people, had the repu- 
tatiou of being exceedingly wicked, and Hadjis, Tshana 
and Dervishes habitually avoided going near their 
tents. Having been told of this I set out on my way, 
accompanied by three companions who were known as 
&inous siDgers, and taking with ute a goodly store of 
holy dust, Zemiem water, tooth-picks, combs and the 
like gifts, presented by pilgrima. Some received me 
ratljer coldly, but yet the son of the desert, however 
wiki he may be, cannot resist the wozds or the mimics 
of a dervish’s strategy, ajid not only did I receive 
ample presents in the shape of wheat, rice, cheese and 
pieces of felt, but 1 £ucco<^ed in persuading laieoif the 
men to load hia own ass with this harvest, and take it 
to our astonished caravan. 


3 
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Success leads to boldness. No wonder, then, tliat 
after several snccewifiil expeditions, I assnmed a de¬ 
meanour in which Tnany will trace a cerbuD degree of 
impudence. And, indeed, I can hardly refuteihi* ac¬ 
cusation entirely, but how 'u'us I to Imve done others 
wise? No European con rcolke to himself what it ia 
to stand, a disguised Frenghi, (thia word of terror to 
orientals,) face to face with such a tyrant os the Elian 
of Khiva, and to have to bestow upon him tlie custo¬ 
mary benediction. If tins man were to discover the 
dangerous trick, this in an with the sal low &ce and 
sinister look, as he sits thiire surrouDded by his sate)- 
Htes—such an idea is only endurable to a mind steeled 
to the highest pitch ctf resolution. At my first, audi¬ 
ence I appeared really with a step so firm and gesture 
so bdd, as if my presence were to bestow felicity upon 
tlic Khan. Ail looked at me with aatoiiuthment, for 
auhmiBsiveneaa is befitting to the pious and aamta. 
However, they thought such whs the custom in Tur¬ 
key, and 1 heard no remark made alwut it. 

Such Wld measures, however, were seldom neces¬ 
sary, and, in its ordinary routine, the life of a dervish 
has often given tne moments of the greatest happinesa. 
Without feeling any inclination to imitate the Russian 
Count I>' —, who, weaiiul of tlie artificial life of 

Europeans, withdrew bto one of the vallev*a of Kash¬ 
mir, turning bcggar-<kTviah, I tmtst co^css that a 
peculiar feeling of enjoyment came over me wlien, 
baakmg in the warm rays of the autumnal sun, either 
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ill flome niin or othiir s[>oti, I could, ia true 

oriental numner, ab^rb myself iu vacant reUeetiatt. It 
iii bexpreaiiibty pleasurable to l>e roc^ked in the sgfl 
cradle of oriental repose and indifference, wlien one b 
without money or profession, free from care and excite' 
ment. To iia Europeans ftuch an enJo}uncnt of course 
can only be of very short duration, for tf our though bi 
turn til such moments townrtl the Uiubuit, eveivaccive, 
and stirring ivest, the great contrast between these two 
W'orlds must at once etrike the eye, and inatinctively 
we fed attracted towards tlie latter. Eiiro^peiut acti* 
vitj and Asiatic reprise are the two great subjects 
which occupy tiie mind, but we have only to cast our 
look u|y>n the ruins scattered around us to see which 
of the two follows the right pliilosopLy of life- Here 
everything is on the road to ruin and Bcrvitudct there 
everything leads to prosperity and the sovereignty of 
the worltL 

These varied scenes of life, in which 1 moved during 
my incognito, were fiir from being devoid of attrac¬ 
tions, aa many a prejudiced European might imagine, 
although they nAtumlly could ihscinate but for a time. 
I was truly frightened one day, when the Khan of 
Ivtilva propetsed to me seriously to many' and settle in 
Ehiva, bIucc persons of such extensive tiuvelHng as 
myeelf were tar fpora ciisagreeahle to him. The idea 
of spending luy whole life m Turkestan, with an 
tEd>eg wife for my {tantter, was horrible, and I should 
certainly have thrown u[i my plutis if 1 luid lieen 
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obliged to accept tbe ofFct; bot, os it iSi 1 shall ccr* 
taiuly never repent having spent a few montha in an 
adventure which ended happUy. I say never, for even 
the remembrance of ail 1 experienced ia indracribably 
Bweet, anti eveu now, when already more than three 
yeara have elapsed since my return, I find every cir* 
cumstance as fresh in ray memory, the whole scene aa 
near and vivid, aa if I had arrived with my caravan 
only last night, and were obliged to start off again on 
the morrow, and load my aas for the journey j as oftetn 
as I think back on my felioW'travehers, the most plea" 
sont feelings are rc'awak.cu.ed in remembrance of that 
intimate and hearty friendship which existed between 
us. We chatted, laughed, and bantered with each 
other on our long day's march, as if we could not 
wish for a more enjoyable existence; it was above tdl 
my merry bumoim which greatly pleased them, and 
my jokes and ptms a^ordod to tliem an endless source 
of amusement when we were aloue, for in fnihlic we 
all qf us wore the long, stony fimes suited to the gra¬ 
vity of our dtoracter as holy men. What would tliey 
say if they could see me now in the midst of so many 
unbelievers, and dressed in a garment so ridiculous in 
their eyes, the forked garment, aa they designate Euro- 
jwan troTiscre?—me, in whom they and the rest of the 
world believed to see a true specimen of a westetu 
Mahometan Mollahi I must confess that although 
the pleasant episodes of my incognito are evtui now 
frequently the cause of cheerful moments of recotlec- 
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tion, the sad hours of sufienng and extremity of 
danger loom like black ctouda on the horizon of the 
present. Their gloomy shadows remind me vividly of 
past terrors, and even now, whenever I start np in my 
steep, haunted by oppressive dreams, it was very often 
His Majesty, the Khan of Bokhara, or the frightfiil to®’- 
ttirea of thirst, or a huiaftc group of MoUxihs, who, 
hastening hither from Central on the wings of 
Mor{>heus, honoured me with a visit. How bap|^ do 
I on awaking, to find myself in Europe, m my 
dear native country, in my peaceful home [ 

1 have often been in critical, nay, extremely ciitical 
sttuationa, but on the whole only a few episodes have 
left behind on me such an impression as never will be 
e0ticed, and which, from being associatwl with the 
most imminent danger to my life, will never be for- 
gotten by me as long as 1 live. 

L 

The evening in the Khalata desert, when, after 
having endured for two days the torments of thirst, I 
felt, with the last drop of water, my vital eneigies 
gradually ebbing away. Around roe were lying many 
of my fdlow-traveDers, sulfeTing, probably, os acutely 
09 myself^ to judge feoro their wilt 1, haggard looks, and 
rigid features. R^iig my heavy head with the 
greatest effort, I met the glance of those near me. 
They oU seemed to be looking at me with expressions 
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of Htter roaeRtment, for during tJie aftenioon 1 had 
heard th(^ uid nscctic, Knrt Meseudt ropont sover^ 
times, “Wo ure, ukst the propidatory ^ictiui^ for 
Butne great evil-doer who la itaiungst us ia our enru- 
vmi/* Possibly nut one of them referred, (o me, but I 
felt, neverthelcssi, full of aiudety. Meanwhile ihe 
hour <if evening prayer was uppiouching. Only a few 
could join in it* The sun was &st setting, and, oa the 
List, rays lit up the unhappy group of sufferers in that 
vast desert, I (;ouUl not help casting a look towards 
the spiJt, where from the horizun he sent his lost beanut 
towards roe,—that spot, which we call the west, the 
beloved west, which 1 hod little hope to live to ace the 
next oioriiing again; and with unspeakable sadness I 
clung to the word * west ^' my iiall-exliausced 
revived anew, fw with the w'ord returned the thought 
of Europe, of my beloved home, my early departure 
ftoni this world, the hartl struggles of my past life, the 
wreck of all my aspirations, of all my pleasant hopes, 
ily heart nearly broke with the burden of this great 
sorrow; I Jonged to weep, but could not. This mo¬ 
ment is one of impcridtablc memory ; the terror of 
that scene has impressed itself' indelibly oo my mind, 
and whenever my thnuglits turn towards the Khnlata 
desert it will rise and haunt roe like a phantom. 

n. 

The next occaaion was during my atidicnce with the 
O'f Hokharn, in the psdime of Sauiarkatui. This 
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prince, who hjwl been repreaented to me aa a person of 
doubtful chantcter, had been severely exanuning tnj 
countenance as I sat by his side^ in order to discover 
in me a FreugM in dtsgukc. The readers uf my travclfl 
are already acquainted with a jjart of the conversation 
that took place between us, i hiij»ed to gain tiim over 
to our interests, but it cost me a giant's e^ort not to 
betray by my oountenance, and especially my cyeSi the 
excitement within me; and, although 1 ahi>ok and 
trembled in every nerve, 1 was obliged to suppress 
even the slightest symptom of fear. An old adept in 
the part t ployed, I efiectuolly succeeded in preventiBg 
a blush, or any change of colour, but I did not feel 
confident about tlic result. Let the reader realise my 
position, when the emir, after an audience of a quarter 
of on hour, called to him one of his servants, cautiously 
whisperecl something in hts ear, and, tmidoning to me 
with a serious expression of countenance, ordered me 
to follow hia attendant. 

I rose quickly fiom my seat. The servant led me 
thruu^ room after room, and court after court, whilst 
the uncertainty of my fcte filled me with daim ; and, 
as oppression of heart breeds none other but unages of 
tenor, 1 &nded that this ominous walk was leading 
me to the torture*chamber, and to that dr e ad fid death 
which 80 often had pretieiited itself to my unaginatiDn. 
A ftf>r some time we came to a dark room, where my 
guide ordered me to sit' down and wail for his return. 
I remained atanding, but in what stale of mind my 
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readers maj readily imagme. Perhaps I should Imve 
felt less terror could I only have known what my 
death was to lx*, but tliis nneertointy was like the tor¬ 
ture of hell, and I shall never forget it as hmg os I 
live. Witli a feverbili impatience i counted the mi¬ 
nutes, until the door should open again. 

A few more seconds of torture and the servant ap- 
I fixed my eyes upon him, and perceived by 
t ^ light that entered through the doorway that 
did not bring mth him the dreaded inatrmnenta of the 
cx^utmner. but earned under his ami, instead, a care- 
^ly folded-np bundle. Tliis containe.1 a th^ of 
honour, presented to me by the emir, as weU as die 
Tiaticum ’ -hr my long pagrim read. 


III. 

The Third bstance occurred to me when waiting for 
the nmvfll of the Herat cara^-an on the 1«mks of the 
Oxus. d^g the hoc day, of August, b the coni|«ny 
o e ^bah Turkomans. I dwell in the court of a 
eserted mosque, and b die evenbgs the Turkomans 
usually braught with diem one of their collections of 
songs or bsJhds, bun which I had to re^ to them 
alo^ |md It gave me especial plcaaure to ^ritneas the 
^djvid^l attention i>-ith ivhicb they listened to the 
^ of some popular here, while the silence of the 
night lur ^iind us was only broken by the hoUow 
murmur of the relUng wTiters of the Oxus. One even- 
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ing oiir rcflidhig lasted till near mlrlitigbt.. I felt rather 
tired, ^d, unmindriil of the odviee 1 hud of^en reeeiveKh 
not tct sleep in the immediate proximity of nimcd 
buildings, 1 stretched myself out beside a and 
eoou fdl sound asleep. Ailer about tm hour I wiui 
suddenly awakened by on indescribably violent |Hdn in 
my foot, and jumping up and screimmig aloud, I felt os 
if hundreds of poisoned needles were siiootuig through 
my leg, and cuncentrating in one smoli point near the 
big toe of my right foot. My sertoms awaketie<l the 
eldest of the T urkoiUMis, who slept mar me, and with¬ 
out ciuestiotiirig me, he exclaimed, " Poor Hiulji, a scor¬ 
pion lias bitt'en tliec, and that during the uttlucky 
period of the Saraton (the dog <!ays!) May God help 
theeS” these Mrorda be seized my foot, and 

bound it up i-ouiid the ancle with sudi violence as if 
he were goiug to cut it in two, then searching in all 
haste with bis Ups for tiie wounded s|>ot, be suf<k4!<l 
with fiuch force that i iblt ii all through my body. 
Another soon took bis place, and tAvo more banrloges 
buA'ing l>een applied they left me with these words of 
cuniUn-t, that, if it lie the will of AlbiK, between now 
and the hour «f tlie next morning pmyer, it would 
be seen whether 1 should lie released pain, or 

freed from the follies of this world of vanity. 

Although I felt completely maddened by the itch¬ 
ing, pricking and burning, which kept incrcaamg more 
and mote in violence, yet 1 retneiul*ered the legend of 
tbescurpious of Btilkb, weil known for their vmiomous 
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iiahire ermm m aacieut timea The Peascumble appw- 
bflnjuxm of death rendered tiie pain etiU more unbear' 
able, and that, after many hours of isulferitig, 1 really 
did Hurrcnrler all hitpes of recovery^ ivus ahowu by tlie 
that, forgetting my iuoognito, I l>egan to pour out 
tny Lament in expressions and sounda whiidi, os the Tar' 
tars afterwards told me, appeared to them extremely 
dtxtU, smce they are In the liabit. of iiamg them when 
shouting for joy. It i$ n;marka}>le that the pain Bpreod 
in a few minutes from the toe to the top of the bead, 
but only on the right side, and kept flowing up and 
down me like a stream ol' Are. No words cun describe 
the torment J had to undergo the hour after m id ni g htr 
L<xtt bing any longer to live, t was about to dash my 
heiul to pieces by beating it upon the gruund, but my 
cornpanions observed my uitentiou and tied me fast to 
a tree, Thiu> I lay for hourii, half hunting, whilst the 
cold sweat of death was runuiug down me, and my 
eyes turned Ebtedly towards the stars. The Pleiades 
wiere gradually sinking m the west, and whilat await¬ 
ing m perfect consciousiiesa the voice that to 
prayer, or rather Ihe Ijrmk of morning, a gentle sleep 
fell upon me, from which I was soon musef] by the 
moflotonoiis la iUoli fl Allah. 

No sooiior was 1 fully awoke when I wa» sensible of 
a fiiini liimitiution of the pain. The pricking and 
bu^g disappeared more and more, in the same way 
OK it hod come, and the sun had not yet risen a lance’s 
hdght over Uie horizon when I was able, though weak 
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Mid e^hiuieted, to me to ray teet. My i2fraipMciiuiis 
assured me tlist ihe devil, having ^tercd inv body 
through the bite of the ecorpian, had been flcared away 
by the raomirig prayiitj a feet T dared not of coitrae 
diacrediL But that terrible night w'lU for ever remam 
eugraven on my memory. 

It ia the^^ three ev"exit 3 which were the cridca! mo¬ 
menta in my adventures in Central Asia. As to the 
rest, the many caiioufi eyes tJiat scrutinised me, the 
various aiispkions I laboured under, as well as the nn- 
Bpeakahle fedgue^ of travelling: in the guise of a 
beggar, all these privalionB and obsmclea have left be¬ 
hind but few sad remembrances. The feacmatmiB in 
aeeuig those strange countries, for which ray eyes livere 
loi^iug iix>m the earliest days of my youth, possessed 
in Itself a dLann at once animating and invigoratragj 
for^ except in tho few cf^ea just mentioned^ I felt 
always particularly cheerful and happy« Thia much 
ia certaini tliat I often in my pMsent civilised 
European life, the bodily and mental activity of those 
dnyo, and who knows liut that 1 may, in after yeara, 
wifili that time to return, whan, enveloped in tattera 
and without shelter, but vigoroua and high in Bpirita, 

wandered through the steppes of Central Asia. 
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FAOAT ITT 

AMONGST THE TUBKOMANS. 

13ri April. 

Struck with ajitoniahmient and ftiirpriae at the etrange. 
social relatioti% amongst which I was to-day living for 
the first time, 1 was stthig in the early motrung hours 
upon one and the same carpet with Khaj^ijan, my hos¬ 
pitable host, listening with eager attention to his de¬ 
scriptions of Turkoman life and manners. He was 
one of the most influential cliiefo tonongst the nomads, 
by nature an upi^ht man, and anxious to make me 
acquainted with the faults ns well as the mmts of his 
ooantrymcn; for being firmly convinced of my Turk- 
iah and semi-official character, he hoped to gain, through 
my poririon witli the Sultan, on whom the whole Sun* 
nitiah world relies, assistance against RuBaians and 
Persians. He spoke with 2 !cal, witlmut betraying it 
outwardly; ami after haying gjyen me Ms first lesson 
he rose, to show me, as be said, Ms house and court-yard, 
or in our phraseology, to make me acquainted with the 
ladies of the fiimily. This is a very especial mark of 
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disUnotio 7 i among Askdo nations; IioweverTf a mail 
Buppofisd to be an agent of the SultaUi weM deserves 
rach an attention; anti accordingly I endeavauredi by 
my attitude in aittlng^ my whole mien and carriage^ 
to show myself worthy of it^ 

After a few minutes I heard a strange clatteriiig 
and dinting, the curtain of the tent was raissed^ and 
there entered a whole orowti of women, girls and cbil* 
dren, who, heade<l by a corpulent and tolerably old 
nmtroti, walked towards the place where 1 was fitting- 
They were evidently as much itnick as myselt by the 
scene; looking timidly orouml, the young women cast 
down their eyea, whilst the children dung with evident 
SigUB of fear to the clothes of their j:sftreiits^ Khandjan 
introduced the matron to me aa his mother. She was 
about sbrtv years old, in the primitive costume ol a 
long, red fiSIk garment, and wearing across her chesty 
to the light and left, Beveral large as well oa small 
silver sheaths, In which many talismans of great 
virtue were preserved; some even were inlaid with 
precious stones, os were also a considerohle number of 
armlets, necklaces and anklets,—ihe hdrlooms of the 
family through several generations, and, to judge from 
their appearance, beaniig the traces of high antiquity* 
The other women and children were likewise arrayed 
in ornaments of a kind, varying, however, with 

the wearer's rank and podtiou in the favour of their 
lord and master. The dothes themselves are often 
torn and dirty, and are looked upon aa quite a matter 
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of Beocmd/uy importance; but n Turkoman Isidy ia not 
fiiabioriabty ^Iressed, iinJcaa she carries al>out her per¬ 
son one or two pounds of silver in oniamcnts. 

The old lady was the first to extend her wrinkled 
hands for tiic customary greeting, the others followed, 
and, after the young girls and cliildren had embraced 
me,—for such is tlie rule of the Lm ton,—all squatted 
down around me in a semicircle and begmx to question 
me about m 3 * health, welfare, and happy arrival. Each 
one addressed me three or four times on the Mime sub- 
jMt. I liad to return just as many answers; and not 
in Europe alone does it happen that n circle of ladtes 
may perplex and embarrass an inexperienced Solomon: 
even in the desert of Central Asia the like may occur. 
Everywhere among the nomad people of the Mah<}- 
medan East the women lose more and more their moral 
and ph 3 'sical attributes, the older they grow. During 
my first mterview 1 waa obliged to reply to the moat 
delicate questions of the yoimger xwrtionj whilst the 
elder ones conversed on religion, politics, and the do¬ 
mestic reladona of the neighbouring tribes. I had to 
guard agmnst exhibiting surprise at the manner of 
either of them; the younger women I succeeded in 
inspiring with awe for my strict vhtne as a Motlah, 
and the elderly ones received an ample «iJmre of bless* 
mgs. Sever*] men, neighhonra and reJativGS, arrived 
during this visit, but they caused no disturbance or 
diflcomposuTO among the ladies, who enjoy, as I have 
often had the opjiortunity of observing, a certain re- 
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Bpectj although they are excluaively tht trorking class 
of the community. And indeed the Tiirkoman women 
deftcri'c aucb, for nowhere in the Ease have I met with 
their equals in >B.^*emphiry rirtne, devotion to tlieir 
families^ and mdcfatignlilc mdustiy- 

This visit lasted nearly an houTi and towards the 
end of it I had to write sevend lalliinuma. in return 
for which the women presented me vrith sundry siriall 
gifts^ their own handwork* The old lady came several 
times aflerwarda to visit me; once I even nccompajiied 
her to the tumulus which is raised over the tetnaiiii& 
of her husband^ in ortler to pray for the soul oi the 
departed. The good unden^tanding l>etween us two 
struck even tl\e nomads t however, at present the rcftBon 
far it b safficientlv clear to me. In the fii^t instsmee 
a certain foreign look in tny ap|>carancc^ as well as the 
hfi^n of piety which 5 unx)unded me, ha<i attracted her, 
at the same time that 1 wua ever ready to lend a pa¬ 
tient ear to her conversiitions; liatening attentively to 
hex discourses on the ahort-comlugs of the Persian 
female slaves in her household, on the want of still iu 
the women of the present day, in weaving carpeta, pre¬ 
paring felt, &c., mterspersing now and then an obser¬ 
vation of my own, ai^ if I had been accustomed to these 
subjects from my youth and took an eapeclal interest 
in all the detailfl of a nomad household., 

iVnd, after alh this is the phdo^^phy ef Itfe that 
should guide a traveller evomvliere, if he wshes to 
learn anythiiig. Here, for instance, a pliant demeanour 
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proved of coDBideratJe me, flSuce (ie affection of the 
old matron towards mo contributed in a great menauTC 
to render my residence amongut the TnrkomBus agree¬ 
able,-^ people, amongst whom not even an Asiatic 
stranger can move freely, stilj lesa an Eiirofieon, 


tom April. 

I entered the tent of Ehandjan after the morning 
prayer and found here a whole company, listening with 
the greatest attention to the narrative of a j'owng Tur- 
tomnn, who was covered witt dust and dirt, and whose 
bore evident traces of excitement and jsevere hiird- 
ships. He was de^ribing in a low voice, but in lively 
coioura, a maurading exenreion against the 'Peraiana 
of the evening bcfoi^ in which he had taicn port 
he vms speaking, the women, senanta and slaves 
(what must have been the thoughts of these latter) 
equatted down around the circle of listeners, and many 
a curse was hurled at the akvea, the clanking of the 
chains on them feet mterrupting for a dme tlie'gencral 
quiet. It struck me as remarkable, that, fo p^mor, 
tiou as the speaker warmed in describing the obstinate 
resistance of the unfortunate people, who were Men 
mi unawares, the mdignation of the audience increased 
at the au^. of the Peraions, not to have at once 
quietly submitted to being plundered. 

No sooner ^ the narration of ik great feat of 
arm at to end when all rose to their feet to have a 
look al the spoils, the sighi of which excites in the 
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Turkonuui'fi breast a mixed feelb^ of cnv}' aad plea¬ 
sure. J fallowed them Ukeiriae, and a terrible picture 
presented itself to my eyes. Lying down in the middle 
of the tent were two Persians, looldng deadly pale and 
covered wWi clotted blood, dirt and dust, A man 
was busily 4 >fig iftg Bd in putting their broken limbs into 
fetters, when one of them gave ft loud, wild sliriek, 
the rings of the being too small for him. The 

cruel Tiirkoman \vft 3 about to fasten them forcibly 
roiuiil hia ancles. In a corner sat two young children 
on the ground, pale and trembling, and looking with 
sorrowful eyes towards the tortured Persuui. The 
unhappy man was their farther; they longed to weep, 
but dared not j—one look of the robber, at whom they 
stole ft gJftnce now and then, with their teetli chAtter*- 
ing, WHS suffideut to suppress their tears. In another 
comer a girl, fiom fifteen to ^xfeen years old, was 
croucluug, her hair chshevelled and in confusion, 
her garments tom and almost entirely covered witli 
blood. She gn»nt>d and sobbed, covering her face 
with her bands. Some Turkoman woman, raovf*l 
either by compassion or curiosity, flaked her what 
ailed her, and where she waa wounded, “1 am not 
wounded," she cxclainied, in a pluiiiTive voice, deeply 
touching. '^ This blood is the blood of my mother, 
my only one, and the best and kindest of mothers. 
Oh I ftoft djflu, ana djaii (dear mother)!” Thua she 
lamented, striking her hood against the trelhscd wood- 
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TYork of tlifi teat, so thnt it tilmost tumbkHl down. 
Tlicy ofTened lier a dratigtt of water, and her ton^^o 
become tixtsened, and kIh* told thcnt how she (of ooUTEe 
a'Valuable prize) Imd been lifted into the saddle beside 
the tobbcTi but that lier mother, tied to the stirrups, 
had been obliged to run akuig tin foot. After ati hour’s 
rimmng in tliis inannerj she grew so tired that she 
aaiih downexhausted every moment. The Turkoman 
tried to increase her strcugtli by lashing her with bis 
whip, but this was of.no avail; and ns he did not want 
to remain behind from his trtiop he grew in a rage, drew 
iuA flword, end in a isecond atnicfc oJf her head. The 
iilood spirting up, Lad covered the daughter, borseutwi 
and horse; and, looking at die red spots uiion her 
clothes, the poor girl wept loud and bitterlv, 

this mis going ou in the interior of the tent, 
outaida the various membere of the robbers' fiimily 
were busy inspecting the Iwoty he Imd brought home. 
The dder women seized greedily upon ono or anotlier 
utensU for domestic use, whilst the children, who were 
jumpbg about merrily, were Hying on the different gar- 

ii^ts,-iiow one, now another, and producing shouts 
of mughter. 

Het^ all was triumph and tneniinent; not fax from 
It A picture of the deepest grief and misery. And yet 
no one is struck 1^ the ooutraat; every one thinha it 
very' nat^ that ,he Turkoman sl.ouJd enrich himself 
with robbery and pillage. 


iMOKCST THE TUHttOJIA^iia. 


51 


AjmI these terrible social rebitionst exist scarcely 
a fortnight's distance Jrom Europe, tr&\'elliiig by St, 
Petembuig, NTishiiei Novogcirod, aiid Astrakhan! 

18tA ApriL 

who dwelt in the fourth tent from mine on 
the banks of the Gf'igen, was o ‘‘ retired *' Ttirkonuin, 
whos “P to hia thirtieth year, ltdd carried on the iisuii] 
profession of kidnapping and pillaging, and had now 
retired irom busitjcss, iu order, as he said, to spend 
the rest of this futile, ritiiculotts life {fitni diinya) hero 
below iu the pious esmietae of die lawj as far as I 
know, however, it is because several ahot wounds of 
the ‘‘heUisb" weapons at Ashurada prevented him 
from earrving on any longer bis inlkmouB trade. He 
was in hopes I might invoke upon his wltAcd bead 
every blessing of heaven by my prayers, and to this 
effect ho luirrated to me, with many details, how the 
Ituasiana, after bwing declared a rcligtous war, hod 
once landed here, and attacked and act fire to all the 
tenta dint atood on the Ismts of the OOrgen, This re¬ 
ligious war ivas b feet nothing else Uian that the 
Ttussiona wanted to release some countrj'men of theira, 
whom these robbers hod earned off prisoners, but the 
fight lasted more than a whole doy, Uo added, that 
although the Russians, being too cowardly to come 
near, shot only livim a dlatance, yet the valiant GoEis 
(rehgioue conibatauts) could not resist their devihuh 
arte, (hat he too ffceived at tbit time some death 
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wouods, Mill was n whole day witJiout giving a sign of 
lift, until at lust his Pir (spiritual chiel') called him 
back into existence. 

This same Elmdtuli offered to accomjjaiiy me to-day 
to the Ova of the Aim Khan, who is tijc chief of the 
YaruJi tribe, ami dwells on tlie upper Gorgen, doec 
to the Peraiaa frontier. From curioaity, perhajis, or 
some oUitn- motivts, he wisUed to make my acquamtnnce. 
Our roarl ky for some time along the left kmk of the 
river^ hut aoou we were obliged to make a considerable 
circuit, in order to avoid die large marshes and mo¬ 
rasses. Unacquainted as the peopk around me were 
with my motives for travelUiig, I kid myself open to 
suspicion, no doubt; but the experience of a few days 
calmed my fears for the security of my poaitmn, and 
indeed all misgmtigs vanished, when J saw how the 
people, whenever we were some tent on our 

route, came towards me with milt, cheese imd other 
pxeseuts, asking for my blessaig. Thus I rode ou in 
high spirits, tivmbled at nothing but the heavj^ Turko¬ 
man felt cap, ou the top of which in addition seveml 
yaids of linen were folded toiuid m the shape of a tur¬ 
ban, and the heavy muaket on my back, which for 
l^priety’s sake I was obUged to carry, b toim of my 
oh^tcr as JJollah. ElkskuU sometimes remained 
behind for full half an hour, but I continued my way 
nlooe, meeting now and then a few marauding strag¬ 
gler^ who, returning home empty Irom some uiu^- 
ccssM fomy, measured me with sUibter looks from 
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hciu} to foot. Some saloted ni®) otlifits only asked, 
“ ^Tiose guest art. Uiou, Mulkli?’* m order to judge 
&rom mv persoiiality whether it wtvs feasible to jiluuder 
me or not j but no sooner lUd T reply ** Kelte Kluuid- 
jan Bav,” when they rode on in evident disfdcasnre, 
muttering in their beard an abrupt “ Ajuan l>olt 
(fiirewell.) 

Towards evening we arrived at the tents, together 
with IChandjan, who, Intring taken a diflerimt road, 
Iwd joined na on the way. Ana Khan, the yiatrior- 
chal chiet a maTi about sixty years of age, whs seated 
<jn the green slope of a lull, surrounded by his grand- 
chQdren and little children, (it is only In the east that 
one meets with people, thus related to one another, of 
tlie same age,) watching them w'ith looks of pleasure, 
as also the flocks of sheep and herds of camels who 
were returning home &oro their rich pasturage. Our 
reception was rfiort, but friendly. Walking before tis, 
he conducted us into the remly prepered tent, where I 
was appointed to the seat of honour; the projier oon- 
versation, however, not beginning until the very last 
renmante of the sheep, kiUeil expressly for the occa¬ 
sion, hud disappeared from the table. Ana Khan 
spoke little, but he listened attentively to my descrip¬ 
tion of Turkish life and Russo Turkish relations. Tho 
next morning, however, he grew ratlier more talkative, 
and he begun by treating ua with the narrative of an 
act of hospitality on hia part towat^ an English ilt- 
sbi (ainb&iftitMJitH"} on MiJ '^y ^ Khiva, I guessed ni 
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once that this must have been tlic misaion of Mr. TVU- 
liam T, Thom-wui, who was sent thither by hia govera- 
roent to adjust the differences between Persia and the 
of KhiTn. Ana Khmi, iu describing the arms, 
irinkete wul jajmm of the Frenghi ambassador, laid 
Buch particnlar stress upon the resenihlmicc of his fea^ 
tores to mine, that the cause of bis curMy was at 
onw erident, as well as his reastn for wishing me to 
visit him. Looking significantly and with glowing 
eyes at his countrymen, as if to [tersqade tliRTn of tlie 
kmuic^ of hif3 perceptions^ he came clow up to me, 
and gently tapping me on the shoulder, “ Efendil 
the Turn {rule) of the Sulhui of Rum is held in high 
hono^ oniongaf ^v>>i first, he b the prince of all the 
aumutes; eooiuuliy, Turkomans and Osajonlk are 
bood-relatioue, and thou art *mr honoured guest, 
aliliough diou hast hroiight us no presents.'’ In ttiis 
r^ark I rood much, but informl still more from it. 

wth u.ji,Uc« bdirf. n,, 

Ihf M-Jlnh., mia«i in bk, „,J ^ J,4 j; 

by any means cause me dUf|uiet. 

I observed, moreover, that Khondjan did not share 
the .-mwsof Aju. Khm., the subj(^t n-as never again 
broachofb and 1 enjoyed the fuU hoepitafity of the emh 
picunu chiefiain. 


20M Aj>ril, 

In distant Mergcilan. in the Kluumt of Khokand, rt> 


AMOliQST THE TURKOMANS. 


55 


ligioufl 2 eal recomniejids th^ frequent coUectioti of 
tnuntiy fimong the people^ to tfupj>ort the bigb schoobs 
at Mcdhiiif which towu possesses n latge number of 
bucIj mstitutioiis. Hcrej at the fbuntmu-heail of [alam^ 
istOj ardent a^tudeuts crowd togetiier, eager kvterpretera 
of the Koron^ who> imdor the protecting of their 
piouH oocuputkiiif ore supjxirtod in liixunouj Idlen^a 
by all the Maliometaii countries fiir and neoTp Sti- 
^>encbi ftixivc here from distant Fe2 and Morocco j the 
chiefe of tiie Algerine trjb^ Bend Ihdr oimuid gifts; 
Tunis, Tripoli^ and Egy|>t as weQ as other snmlJer 
Miihonmiediin states, send hither their tribute, Tur¬ 
key vica with Feraia in the support of these pupils. 
The Tartar^ living under Russian prolectiiui, the native 
of India, subject to Kriglish duuuiimn, all give freely 
to tjie high schools of MediTia, And yet all this is 
not deemed sufficient; even the poor inhabitants of the 
oositt iii Turkestan arc asked to contribute their mite. 

It was at the time of my travels in Central Asia, 
tlmt Khodja Buzurk, the much^revered saint in those 
|.iarts, had coUecteth doubt by dint of immense aa- 
skluityt 400 ducats for Mediaia* MoUah Eaad, the 
confidential friend of His HolincsSi wks oonunifisioned 
to take the Eiun to its destuiatloii* Although in Ceu- 
tml Asia the possession of monej't 
danger lor its possessor, alwiiy i kept sec rtf t, yet the 

above-mentiaiied. MoUali mode no mystery of ihe cibject 
of Ida journey, in the hope of enlarging Ms funiL 
Bokhani, Khiva and other towiiB he vdrited Imd con- 
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tributed to lucrciase it, and in the belief of meeting 
with, equal sueoci^ among the TurkomaiM, he entered 
upon his journey through the desert, rely ing ujjou. his 
letters of reoommendaiiuu to eeveral of the u o miid 
learned men. 

He reached GdmtUhtepc without any miehap, but 
with the news of bis urtivn] there spread HiimiltfiT t eo fi^ ly 
i liht of the contents of his traTolling Lag* The Tur* 
koinans were told at tlte same time that the money 
waa d^tuied for r pious object, but tliLs did not trouble 
tliem. Each anui endeavoured to catch him before be 
became the guest of any one, for until a imveUer 
enjore the rights of hospitality he Is completely tmpru- 
tceted among the nomads; be may be plundered, 
killed, Bold into captivity.—tliere is no ojie to call tlie 
offender to accotmt. The heist nlone it is, whose ven¬ 
geance is dreaded; whosoever is taken under hia pro¬ 
tection b looked upon as a member of his family, and 
b tolerably secure from attack. 

With these focte our Khokand Molkh must have 
been acquainted, and nevertheless he trusted to flie 
mere lustre of hb religioua aeid. One motuing, having 
gone a short dbtance from the caravan, he was fallen 
upon by two Turkoman men, and plundered of all bb 
mtmey. Xo entreaties on hb part, no appeal to the 
holiness ofbb mbskm, no threats of terrible and con- 
di^ puniahmeni, nothing was of any avail; they 
stripped him even of hb clothes, and left liim nothing 
but hb old books and papers, Um be returned to 


AKOKaSX Tit£ TURKOMAKB, 


57 


the c&mvaii, etuimed aud Itaif tuiked. hapf>ened 

&1>out a forttiight before my arrival, during whidj time 
the fl<ilhiiquentA were found out aiitl {i(juunopeil before 
the religiouji tributml. lit my poaitiim, os hlolLih 
from CotiiituTitiuoplef I Lad the jrood luck to be 
honoured witli a acat in court, and the aceue at which 
I was present, and in 'which 1 took on active part, will 
long remain vivid in my rfcoliectiou. We, that La t<* 
isay, the learned men, had iUiH.*mbIed iu a field, where 
we were sitting in the open air, forming a semi-circle, 
anil holding Urge volumes in our hands, eiuTomided 
by a great crowd, -who were eager with carioaity- 
The robbers made their appearance accompanied by 
their families aud the chief of ibeir tribe, without be- 
tratung the least embarrassment, just as if they liad 
come for the settlement of some honest tnutsoctlon. 
When questioned, who hiis taken the money 7 the cul¬ 
prit answered in the haiighiiesl tone, “ 1 have token 
it." I feit anre from the ven’ Wgmimig that a resti¬ 
tution of monev would never be marie, MciSt of the 
council huWiig exluiuste<i their tnleutA of rhetoric by 
endless quotations from the Koran, it was my mm to 
try aiid unpress the hero, and I did to by pointing out 
to hitu the wickedness of hia deed, **^\hat wicked¬ 
ness I'* the Turkoman exclaimci!, “is robbery puniahed 
in tliy country? This ia strange indeed! 1 should 

have thought that the Sultou, the Lord of the Uni- 
vwse, was a man of more rense. If robber^' is not 
pemiitted amongst you, how do thy people live?” 


SltETCH£S Of' CC34T11AL A6tA. 

Another MoUuh threatened him with tlie Shemt 
(religioits precepts,) and depicted in glowing colours 
the punishments of hell, 'tvhich tlie Turkatnoa had to 
expect in tuiother Tvnrld, “What Sheriat?'* be TC' 
plied,, “unclt man hinoim! Thou, M^iUnh, poscesBest 
laws emd precepts in thy tongue, which thou twisteet 
tts thou likeat, I po&sess my Sheriat in my good sword, 
which I bratulisb w^benever my arm conunandsl” 
After long and fniitlcss exhortations, and equally long 
coitsultatiuoit omungst the grey^beairhi, otir sittiug was 
closed without any success on our part. The Turko- 
miui went away with his raoney, which be spent in 
fu nushiti g himself with new' wefijiKins, instead of its 
being sent to Medina towards the suppert of her stu¬ 
dents. Mullah Esad retumod with a sad heart to 
Khuktuid, hfl'i-ing learnt from bitter experience that the 
Turkomatis, idthoiigh calling tlicmselve® orthodox, are 
the blackest Kafrrs on the fiure of the earth. 

6iA May. 

Oraz a young, daring and wild looking Tur- 
kotttiui, of about eighteen years old, who hod fAlron 
part in mnmudijig excursions ever aince was twelve, 
was a doily guest iu our tent at Etrefc, in order to 
listen to die Pir ^spiritual chief) of the kidxutpping 
rubbers, m his dmeeurses on religion and tnorul philo¬ 
sophy. It happened one day, that Omer Akhood, a 
MoUah from the ndghhourhood, wna present, a 
Celubrwted for Imj great knowledge, and hUU better 
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k.no\ni as tlie tmiiei* of (i particulurlj excellent horse. 
The luimuil was s^xikcu of, snd every one iras loud in 
the praise of its high qunltties, when young Onct^ 
cntcliing fire on hesring this, cslled out half in earnest, 
tin If in joke, ** AMioiid, 1 will give lliee three asses and 
II Persian for thy hotse. It is a pity that it should 
rest it) ilie stable, whilst the Persians so freely wander 
in their fields. But, if thou dost not consent, then 
mark my words, bi a few days it will l)e stolen fean 
thee I" The Molhdi and Pir rebuked him severely, but 
he laughed aloud ivildly, and the conversation con¬ 
tinued as liefore. 

Scarcely' four days had passed when the Molloh en¬ 
tered our tent one tnorning with tears in his eyes, and 
looking very sad. “ My horse has been stolen frum 
me,'* he exekuned with a sigh, '4hou alone, Kuikhan, 
const resuu'e it to me. Let me entmit ihce, by the 
love of the Tshibarjur {the four first chiefs,) do thy 
utmost f “ This k the work of tl»e Ilartuiiaade (IW- 
tard) Oruz," mattci'Vtl Kulklmu, “‘you will see, 1 shall 
tear hk ijlaefc soul from out of his dirty body." 

At the tUae of evening prayer our amiable Ormi 
wa-s as usual, among tlie rest of our orthodox friends, 
who assembled on tlte terraco-like height, where stands 
the mosque of the desert, and certainly no one would 
have guessed, froui his dovotionol e^p^esaion at his 
prayers, timt this very dsiy he had been rubbing a 
father of the chuitih. N\^en after the Komaa all 
formed the customaiy' circle {Klmlka,) Cfraa did nut 
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fail to come. Kulkhun at onc« uddrcs^ed '^tb, 
** Toimg Tile horse of the MoUob has been 

stolen, tliou knowest where it b; to-morrow 
lie nni»t be Agniu in bis 8t4ib]e, do ^on liear me?** 
This address caused tlie young robber not the 
emliorntssment. Pia}’ing with cue hnnd in the sand, 
anti with the other pushing on one side hia Jieavy fur 
bnt, he replied, “ I hare the horse, but I shall not 
return it; be who wants it must fetch it.** These 
wordijj 1 tliought, would have roused the tTulignatinn 
of evtay one present, but not a trace of it was seen in 
the features of one of the company. Kulkhan went on 
speaking to liiin in his former quiet tone of voice, but 
tlie roblver imdsted on refusing to restore the horse, 
and when some of the grey-beards began to use t hre a t^ 
he, too, caught fire, and having turned to his spiritual 
chief with floM thou done better witlj the mare 
of the Hadji?'* rose and left, the company; and for 
some time was heard sbiging aloud the refraiu of the 
poem ICijPugli, In the atill evening air, thus ppoviiig 
sufficiently his joy at the victory he hod gained. 

A eiiiisiderable tinie wus sjient in oonsultatioii aft^cr 
he was gone. So one ventured to attack him, aince 
his trilit*, Rcconliiig to custotn, would have taken him 
under their protection, in spite of hia idioTUumble con¬ 
duct, and tliey were too powerful to risk on attack. 
Sfiiritual aid, therefore, hud to be calle<l in, and that it 
should bkve takeu hnmediate effect is not to be mar¬ 
velled at. 
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According to the Dtb no greater ptmishinent can 
be&l a jibing man, than to be accused before the shade 
of Lie departed lather or ancestor. This is dfjne by 
planting a lance upon the top of the grave, and iaeten- 
bg to it a coaple of blood-stained iiwga, if murder Las 
been oommitfed, and fiTr any other crime a broken 
botr. Such an appeal unites the Tiirkotiums as one 
man agabsl the cinder and Ida triho, and bow deep 
an effect it Ima on the mbd of the culprit, I saw on 
this occasioo, for no sooiuji* did Onus perceive the lance 
food u]>on the high Ycafca of his grand fattier, when 
m die silence of the foUi^iig night he led the horse 
back to the tent of the MoIJah, and tied it to its former 
place. This act of restitution, as he himself told me, 
will pain him Tot a long time to come. JJut if is 
better to lie b the bliicfc earth than to have disturbed 
the repoee of one’s auccstora. 


CHAPTER IT. 

THE CAEAVA^I IN THE DESERT. 

“The CMl mmsUi Tutimtan^ or flio Forty Sfationa 
acrutia the desert of TorkesUm/' I often heard my fidenda 
say, “are fiir more trouWesome and much more diffi¬ 
cult to get over than the Chit mmtUi Arabisimi^ or the 
Forty Stations on the Pilgrims' route from Damascus 
to Mecca. On this last one finds every day fresh cis* 
teraSi which funilsli (Irinkable water for tliousonds; 
the pilgrim is sure to get fresh liread, a good tUeh of 
pilflw or nieat^ cool shade, and all the comforts he longs 
for after tJm exhausting day's march. But on the 
former route, man has dune nothing for the support of 
the poor traveller. He is in constant danger of dying 
from thirst, of hemg murdered, of being soU as a slave, 
of being robbed, or of being buried alive under the 
burning Band-storm. Wdl-filled water-sltins and flour 
sacks, the best horses and arms, often become useless, 
and there is nothing left to one but to strive to get 
forward as fost as poeatble, while invoking the name 
of Allah.*’ 

The readers of my “ Travels in Central Asia,** may 
be supposed to have acmie idea of the awfully imposing 
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jc«micy from Persia to tJie oosis'Iattds of Turfeestan, 
I may here furnish li few edditiojial partictilurs almiit 
the experience of our cumvan. I baTo several times 
been blamed ftir l)eing too couclsc to he gmphic, and 
this charge, I confess, is not altogether undeserved- 
I propose here to mnte up for my faults of omifirion. 

During the first three days’ march, the impreaaive, 
endless silence of the desert-—a rilence tie of the grave 
—cast a most powerfiil spell over my soul* Often 
did I stare vacantly for hours, my eyes fixed on the 
distance belbre me, and ai) Tn 3 ’ comjumions believed 
me to be sunk in religious meditations, I vms very 
aeldom disturbed. I only half observed how^ during 
the march, certain memhera of our caravan nodded 
in sleep on the backs of their enineb, and by their lu¬ 
dicrous movements and sudden starts afforded our com¬ 
pany exfjuisite amusement. Any one overcome with 
sleep would lay bold of the high pummel of the saddle 
with both his hands, but this did not prevent him from 
mther, with a forwortl lurch, knocking bis chin with 
fiuch force that all !us teetli chattered, or, by a back¬ 
ward one, threatening to fidl with a sununersault to 
the ground. Indeed this last often liappencd, oromung 
the hearty laughter of the whole party. The fidleii 
became the hero of the dav, and liad to support the 
most galling fire of jokes an his awkwanlnfss. 

The most inexhaustible ftiuntoin of cheerfulness was 
a young Turkoman, named Niyozhirdi. who possessed 
no less liveUnees of spirits tluui agility of IxhIv, and bj* 
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trrery word and movement omitnyed to draw taugfirer 
6oni the inofit veaemlile of the Mollaha. Although 
he was owner of soveruJ iodeu camels, he was, never* 
thelesa, for the most part, accustomed to go on foot; 
and. mnning tiow right, now left, he jtlaimed hy cries 
or gcsturca tmy group of wild asses that showed them- 
eelvM along our route. Once, mdeed, he succeeded 
in getting hold of a young wiM ass, wlucli, thmiigh 
fatigue, had hiitered liebind the rest, Tho vonug shy 
creature was led alurjg Ijy a rope, and was the occasiott 
of really droll scenes, when its lucky captor gave a 
prise of three spoonfiila of sljecps^ail £it to any one 
who dared to mount it. Three spoontuls of mutton 
fet is a temiitlng prisic for Hadjis in tho desert, so that 
many were seduced by the prospect of gaimng it. 
Nevertheless, they oouM make nothing of this unci* 
vilized brother of Ikdamn's charger, for the uniortu- 
QBte Hadjis had no sooner seat^ tlicmselves on its 
back than they wore fftretclied sprawling b tho sand. 
Only aflor a march of seir'eral hours is gEneml weari- 
ness to lie Tetnarked. All eyes are then ttimed towards 
the Kitvati baski^ whose gaze at siicb a time wonders 
b every direction to spy out a suitable halting place, that 
is to say,<iitc which will afford moat plentiful iiidder for 
tho camels, No sooner has he tnimd such, tlian he him¬ 
self hastei^ towarda it, while the younger menihers of the 
carevan diaiierwi themselves to right and left to collect 
dried iwte, or acruh, or other fun!. Diamounting, 
mqjackbg, and settling down, ia the work of u tew 
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tnomeiits. The hijf»e of mueh'dfjslried rest restoiH ?3 
the oxheuste^i strungth. s{>eed rhe rope^ ere 

fllackened^ with spcetl the heaWest beJuii of mei’chan' 
dixe are pihnl up uj little hearts, m whose ^ade the 
wearied traveller is accustomed to stretch hSmstiilf- 
Scarcely have the hiingrj* camels betaken themselves 
to their posturc'ground wheti a solcmu stillness fills 
the caravan. This stillness is, I may eay, a sort of 
intosicatioo, for eveiy one revels in the (jnjoyment of 
rest and refreshment. 

The picture of n newly-cncampct! oiTAvan vn the 
summer months, and on the steppes of Centml Asia, 
is a truly interesting one. Wliile the caiiicLs, in the 
distance but still in sight, gnute greedily, crush the 
jnic)' thistl&'s, the travellers, even the poorest among 
tticni, sit witlt their tea-cups in thetr hands and eagerly 
sip the costly beverage, li is nothing more than a 
greenish warm water, inuocetit of sugar, and often de¬ 
cidedly turbid; still human art has discovere<l no food, 
Ims invented no nectar, which is 6u grateful, so rejft^sh- 
lug m the desert, ns this luipretendiug drink. I have 
still a vivid recollection of its wonder-working ejects. 
As 1 sipped the drat drupe n soft hre filled my veins, 
a fire which enlivened without intoxicating. The later 
dmughts afiected both heart and head; the eye became 
peculiarly bright and IiegaD to gleam. In Ruch mo- 
iiients I felt on mdescribobiu rapture and sense of com¬ 
fort. My GompHJiioiis sank in sleep; I could keep 
myself awake and dream iritli open eyes. 

5 
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After tlie tea has restored their atrength the cam van 
becomes gmdnally busier and noiaer. They eat in 
groupn or circles which are liere called which 
represent the fieveral bouses oi' tlxe wandering town. 
Everywliere there is something to be done, and every¬ 
where it is the younger men who are doing it, while 
their elders are smoking. Here they are hnlflti g bread. 
A Hadji in mga is actively knetuling tlje black dough 
with dirty hands. He has been so engaged fbr half 
an hour, and stilt hin hands are not clean, for ofu mass 
of dough cannot absorb the accumulations of several 
days. There they are cooking. In order to know 
what is being cooked, it ia not nccessor)* to look totuid 
The aniell of rautton-fht, but especially the aroma, 
somewhat too piquant, of camel or horse-cntlccs, tells 
its own talc. Nor have the dhdies when cooked any¬ 
thing inviting to the eye. But in the desert a mao 
does not disturb himself about sfuch trifles. An enor- 
Tiioua appetite covers a multitude of faults, and hunger 
ia notorioualy the best of sauces. 

Nor are amuBements wanting in the camt'an-camp 
when the halt is somewhat prolonged. The most 
popular recreation is shfxitiiig at a murk, in which the 
prize is always a certain qiianti^ of powder and shot. 
Tills sort of diversion way very seldom possible in our 
oaravon. as on aconimt of our small numhetis we were 
tti ctmtinual danger, and had therefore to 
selve'* beard as little as |«^hle. My comrades were 
accustomed to pass their leisure time b reading the 
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Koran, m pcrlbniiMicc of otlier religious exercise, in 
sleeping, or in attending tu their toilet. I aay “toilet," 
but it is to be hoped tltiit no one will here uudcrstand 
the "wonl to imply a bouduir, deUcftfe perfumes, or 
artistical aidfl. Tlje Turkotnaiis ate accustomed to 
pluck out the hair of tlie beard with situdl piiieew. 
As to dit toilet of the Hadjiti, and, indeed, my own, it 
so aitiiple and eo prosaic as to be samidy worth 
alkidiiig to. The uetscsaory requiaitea were saud, fire, 
and anbi, Tlic manjicr of apjjlicaiion 1 leave as n 
riddle tor tlic rca^tcr to solve. 

Oertainly, of udl the nations of Asia, tlie Tartar seeniB 
to fit in moat approprifl-tely with the bizarre picture of 
desert Ufe. Full of superstition, and a blind {ktalist, 
lie cuu ca^ly supjtorf the constant dread of danger. 
Dirt, povertj' and ]>rivation8, he is occuBtomed to, evcji 
at home. N'o wonder, then, that be sits content in 
clothes whicii biwe not been clumged for nionths, and 
with a crust of Elirt on his fora. Tliis inner Ijeace of 
mind could never become n matter of mdifierence to 
me. At evening prayers, in which the winkle company 
twk part, this pence of mind struck me moat forcibly. 
They tluuited God for the benefits they enjoyed. On 
such occasions the whole caraviui formed itself into a 
single line, at whoste head stood ati ImAiu, who turned 
towards the setting sun and led tire prayeni. The 
Boltmmity of iho moment was increased by the stillness 
which prevailod Cir and wide; and if the rays of the 
sinking sun lit up tiie faces of my compaDioiis, so wild 
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jrot witlisi widl satisfied^ they seemed to 1)0 in the 
jKisfiession of rU e.*irthly good, and bnd notbing left 
them to wish. Often I could not hel[) tliinVipg wlmt 
would these i)eople feel if they found themselves h^- 
Ing againift the camfortolde cushions of a tirst-cLdAS rail' 
way carnage, or uiuid tlie luxuries uf a well-appointed 
hrjtd« How distant, how &r distant ore tlie blessings 
uf civilbsaTion ftuin these countries 1 

So much tor the life of the caravan by day. By 
night die dcscn ht more ramautic, but ni the tiimie 
rime more dangerous. As the power of sight is now 
limited, the circle of safety is contracted to the most 
immediate nmghbourhood; and both during the march 
and in the encampment everyone tries to keep as close 
as possible to his bdlows. By day the caravan con¬ 
sisted of but one long chain; by night this is broken 
Up into six or eight amailer ones, whicli, marching cloee 
together, form a compact square, of which the outinoet 
Unas arc ocenpied by the stoutest and ixildest. By 
moonlight the shadow of the camelA as they stalk H kmg 
pTuduces a curbus and impressive effect. During the 
dark starless night eveiything ia full of horror, and to 
go one step distant &oin the side of the camvaxi ta 
equivalent to tearing the home circle to plunge into a 
desolate solitude. In the halt by day cacii tine occupies 
whichever place may please him best. At night, on 
the oontraiy, a comjMct. comp ia formed under the 
direction of the Amom ixtihi. The boles of goods ore 
heaped up in the middle; around them lie the men; 
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while widioiit, ba b wi&ll of defence, the camds ere laid, 
tightl;^ peeked togetherf bi a circle. 1 saj hud, for 
these wonderful aiiumls squat down at tliG word of 
cummand, remain the whole night tnotioiiltisa in their 
place, and, like chitiiren, do not get tip the next morn¬ 
ing until they are told to do so. They are placed 
with their heads pointing outward and their toils in* 
ward, for they perceive the pr^enco of any enemy from 
far, and give the alarm by a dull rattle in the throat, 
so that even in their hours of repose they do duty as 
seijtbieJfl- Those who sleep wthin the ra^on find 
themselvea in immediate contact witli these lieasts, 
and. as is well known, tiny have iti?t the pleasantest 
smell. It often happens thni tlic saline fodder and 
water which these animals feed upon produce {lalpablti 
oouaequences for such as sleep bi their imnoicdiatc 
neighbourhood. I myself often woke up with »uch 
firescoes. But no ouc takes any notice of such thbigRi 
for who could be angry with these animals, who, id' 
though ugly in appearance, arc ac* patient, so temperate, 
60 good-tempered, and so useftd ? 

It ia no wtMjder that the wanderers over the desert 
praise the camel tia surpassing all other beasts of the 
field, and even love it wHh on almost adoring aifiection. 
Kouriahed on a few thorns and thistles, which other 
qoodrupeda reject, it traverse’s the wsatea for weeks, 
nay, often for monthfi together. In these dreaiy, 
aulate regioiia, the existence of man depenils upon that 
of the ciimel. It is, beside*, ao fKitieni and ff* olaxlient 
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that« child can mth one ^'tahukh” make b whole herd 
of these toll strong beasts kneel dowHi and with a 
*^berrr*‘ get up again. How much could I not read 
in their large dark blue eyes! When the niareb is too 
long or the eaiid too deep, they are acciurtomcd to ex¬ 
press their discomfort and weariness. This is especially 
when they are being laden, if too heavy bales are piled 
upon thoir backs, llcnding under the burden, tliey 
turn their Leads round t,)wards their master; in thdr 
eyes gleam tears, and their gioans, so deep, so piteous, 
seem to say, “ hlati, have compissloij u^ton us!" 

Except during a particular geoaon of the year, when 
through the ojieration of the lau^ of nature it is in a 
half-intoxicated, half-stiipefied condition, tile eoiiiel has 
always a striking impression of seriousness. It Is im¬ 
passible not to rccogiiwe in its features the Chald« 3 e 
animaan type, and b whatever portions of the earth 
he may be found at the present day, hie original home 
is nnqneerionftbly Mesopotamia and the Ambian desert. 
The Turkottiana disturb this serious exprefisjon of coun¬ 
tenance by the larbamiiR manner in which they arrange 
the leadbg-rcipe through the bored nose. AVith the 
siring hanging down to the chest, the camel resembles 
an European dandy armed with his brgnon. Both of 
them hold their heads high in the air, and both at% 
alike led by the nose. 

As the word of command to encamp ia fnlit'ening 
rad raocptubfe,» griemia, » diMuibing, it the tigra] 
Inr r«.iy „art. The Km«,n hasU it ,he 
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first to rouse huuself. At his call or Bgn all prefinrc 
for die journey, Even the poor c amels in tlie paistures 
understand It, and often hasten without being drnfeu 
to the caravan; nay, what is mom extraordinary, they 
themselves dose to the hnies of merchandize with 
which they were before laden, or the persons who were 
mounted ou them* In a hour everybody 

haa found bis place in. the line of march* At the halting'' 
place there remains nothing but a few bonea, gnawed 
Hpftn , and the charred traces of the improvised hcartha. 
These marts of human life in the desert often disappear 
as quietly as they were produced; sometiroes, however, 
they are preserved through cluiislic accidents ior a 
hmg time; and succeeding travellers are cheered by 
foiling in with these abandoned fireplaces* The black 
charred spot seems to their eyes like a ^dendid 
mmerai, and the thought that here human beings have 
been, that here life once was active, makes even the 
vast solitude of the desert more like home. 

Speaking of these spots where a fire has been kindled, 
1 atii reminded of tbiise vast burnt plains, often many 
days’ ««m^b in extent, which I met with in the desert 
between Persia and Khiva, and of which I heard so 
many wonderful tales from the mouths of the nomsds. 
During the hot season of the year, when the scorching 
sun has dried uhrulKi and grass till they have become 
like tinder, it often happens that a s|swi£, carelessly 
dropped, and formed by the wind, will set the steppe 
on fire. The flame, finding ever fresh fuel, spreads 
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with such foATful rapidity tliAt a man an horseback can 
with difEculty e£ca|ie. It rolls over the scanty herluig^ 
like an oi'crfowuig etTcom, ajid, when it tnueta wi rh 
thicket and shrubs, it flares up with wild wrath. Thus 
travetHtng large tracts of countiy in a abort time, ita 
niging ooiiTBe c»u only be citecked by a river or a lake. 
At night such conikgratious must present a tenihle 
apiwairance, when fin- and wide the horlaon is lit up 
widi a sea of flame. Even the bravest heart loses its 
coutage at the appalling sight The cowardly am! 
hesitating are soon dGstroyed, but one who Ksa aiiffi- 
dent presetiCG <if mind can save himaelf, ii; while the 
^mes tire yet a great way off, he hiiKlle the gnisa 
ii! his neighbourhood. He Ihua lays waste a s^jace in 
which the approadiing fire can find no sustenimce, ami 
in this he hiimidl' fake* refuge. Thim only with fire 
cati man conmiid against fire with success. 

Tiiis Weapon la often uaetl by one tribe againituiiother* 
and the desolation thus caused is terrible. It is often 
used by a runaway couple to secure themselvco against 
pursuit. As long as no wind blows they can eadly fiy 
lajfore the slowly^nmdng fire; but it ofea happens 
thfll the flamca are hurried forward by the least brejitb 
of winrl, and the fugitives find a united deatli in the 
very tneana they luui taken to secure their safely. 

It is remarkahle that the impcjsmg a»|f(>ctfl and moat 
frequent natural phenomeua of the desert do not fail 
to impreis even the nomads ivho habitually witness 
tliem. As we were crossing the high plateau of Kaflan 
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Klr^ n'tilck fcrmjs port of Cstyort, nmiiliig towonla tJie 
norrU-ejiSt^ tlie Loriison im* oiten adurocti with liiu 
juoiiit beautiful Fwta Mor^riiia. Ttiis- phcnonicTiciii ib uii- 
doubtedly to be Been in tile greatest perfection in the 
I lot. but dry, otiuoBfjliere of the deserts of Cflntnil 
Asia, and afferds the most spUiiuUd optusd illiiftnms 
which Ofue own inuiguiCt I was olwuys cncimiiied with 
these pictures of citiois towers, and castles done big in 
the oil* , of vast carasaui, liorsemeu engaged ki combat, 
and ludiviiluol gigantic lonua which cotitinually dia* 
appeared from one place to reinipear in another. As 
for toy nomad comi«iiiioiis, they regarded the neigh¬ 
bourhoods wlicre these pheuonieno Jtre observed with 
no little awe. According to their opblon these lire 
ghosts of uieu and cities which formerly tsisted tlieru, 
and now at certidn times roll *lwut in the air. ^iay, 
our Kmuiti' baxhi asserted that he also sow the auiiie 
figures m the same pUiceN Mid tluit we ouiscives, if 
we fihmild be lost in the desert, would after a tcttu of 
vears begin to hop ubout lUiil dance in tlir air oscr the 

spot where we hud perished. 

Tliesc Ir gi^nda, whicit are continually to lie lieanl 
among the notoods, aud relate to a supp*»sLd lost civi¬ 
lization m die di^rt, are not far removed from the 
new European theory, which maiti tains that such tracts 
of country luwe ftunk into their present desoiation, not 
so much through the operation of natumi laws as 
through changes in their social state. As e:£ampk“B 
art cited the great Sahnni of Africtt luid the desert of 


74 


SSSTCHES or CEFTRAL ASIA. 


Central Arabia, where cultivable land is not 3o much 
wanting lu mdustnoiis houila. As regards these last 
countries, the assertion is probably not without some 
truth, but it certainlj cannot be extended to the deserts 
of Central Aria. On certain spots, as Mero, Mangish- 
lak, Ghergen, and Otrar, there was in the lust century 
moM cultivatioD than at present; but, taken as the 
whole, these Ariaric steppes were always, os &r biu't 
as tlte rmiroory of tnim goes, howling wHdcmessee. 
The vast tracts which stretch for many days’ journeys 
without one drop of drinkable water, the expanses— 
many hundred miles in extent—of deep loose 
the extreme violence of the climate, and such like 
obstacles, even Kondem art and science to cope 
with them. “God,'' said a central Asiatic to me, 
“created Turkeaton and its inhabitants in his wrath; 
for as tong as the bitter, saline taste of their springs 
exist, so long will the hoirts of the Turkomans be fiiU 
of linger and nmlice, '^ 



CHAPTER V. 

THE TENT AND ITS INHABITANTS. 

Ah critic of my Travels in Central Asia” wrote 
—Mr. Vamb^iy irruidereii Hjecrtuae be lius the wild 
spirit of dervialiiam atruug within Iiim,” Ou first read^ 
ing thla it struck ine as a little too strcmg^ and I dudl 
ever proteai aguitist such Attribution of the title of 
VA^bondt however refined may be the terms in which 
it is couched. Still 1 must caudidly confea* that the 
tent, the fuiiiil diidl of the nomad, if 1 nmy be allowed 
so to coll it, has left on my memoiy an ineflaceable ini- 
presaioTi. It certainly is a very curious feeling which 
cornea over one when he compares the light tent with 
such seas of atone hiuldings as nmke tip our European 
cities. The vice of derviahism is, to be sure^ contagi¬ 
ons, blit happily not for everybody, so tliftt there ia no 
danger in Accomjiftnying me for a little while lo Central 
Asia, and glancing at the contrast there preaented to 
our fixed, stable mode of life. 

It is abnoBt oooiiflay. A Kirghiz fiunily, which hoe 
packed house and household furniture on the backs of 
a few camcla, moves slowly over the desert towarda a 
spot indicated to them by the raised Lmce of a distant 
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hon^euion. The cumvon rests, aucoitling' to nomnd 
jiiitiotu of rest, Trhile thus tm the ntorch, to become 
livdv ujid busy wbeu they settle themsdves ilown to 
repose ttccortliiLg to our ideas. Nevertheless, the elder 
woiuim Seated oti tlte biuichcB of camels (for the youn^r 
fmes travel ou foot), gnid^ themselves repose eveu 
thioi, and occupy their time In Bpjiuutig a sort of yam 
for sacks our, of the coatser camels* luur. Only the 
luarriiigeablu daughter of the hmiily enjoys the privi¬ 
lege of bmng completely at leisure on her shambling 
beast. She iu j>olLihing Jjer necklace of coins, Russian. 
Ancient Boctrian, Mongolian, or Chinese, tvhicli Inutgs 
down to her waist. So engrossed ts she in her employ* 
ment, that au Eiiro(jean ntinnsmsitist might take her 
for A follow cannuisiseiir', nevertheless uot u movement 
of the young Kirghizes, who seek to distinguish them¬ 
selves by all manner of equestrian gymnastics, as they 
curucole aroutid the carav an, escapes her notice. 

At last the s|»t fbted on l>y the guide is reached. 
An inhabitimt of cdtics might imagine that cow the 
greatest cotifiiaioTi would ari.se. But no—eveiybody 
lius hk apjKiinted office, everyliody kjiows what he has 
to do, everything bis it# fixeil place. While the pater¬ 
familias imsuddleg lik cooled horse and lete him loose 
on the posture, die younger tads collect, with foightful 
clamour, the sheep and tlie camels, which are only too 
dkiKifled to wander. They must stay to be milked, 
.Mttmwhile the n-nt bus been taken down. The old 
matrmi seizes mi the hntioed fromewori: nnd fi.xea it 
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ijj itA pLscCt spitring wiliJlj tight mid left as alte docs 
60 . Another makes tast the bciit rods which form the 
vaulting of the rixif. A tlurd acts on the top of all a 
sort of round cover or lid, which serves tlte double 
purpose of ehimiiey and window. 'While they lire 
covering the woodwork with curtains of felt, the chil¬ 
dren inside have alreodj' hung up the provutou-sacka, 
and placed the enormous tri|KKl on the crackling hre. 
Thia La all done in a few momenta. Slagical i» the 
erection, and as muglcul is the disappearance of (he 
nomad's liabitatiou. Still, Iiowcver, die noise of the 
sheep and camck, of screaming wotnen and crying 
children, resounds about the tent. They tbnii, indeed, 
a strange cborua in the midst of the uocntluy aileiice of 
the desert. Milking-time, the daily harvest of these 
pastond tribes ia, however, tiie liiuiieiit time in the 
twenty-fbuj* hours. Especial trouble is given by the 
greeily children, whfi^e f^olleti bellies are the result 
aad evidence of an tmlimited appetite for milk. Tite 
poor women have muclt to siiftcr from the vicious or 
impatient dispoaitifjn of ilie beasts; hut, although the 
men are amiiding by, the smallest help is rigorously 
refuaed, as it would be held the greatest disgrace for a 
man to take any part in u^ork appointed to women. 

Once, when I had, in Ettrfck, obtained by li^Eging 
a snudl eadc of wheat, and waa about to grind it in a 
hflndmill the Turkomans arcund tne burst out into 
ahouta of laughter. Shocked aud surprised, 1 asked 
the reason of Uietr scornful mirth, when one approfiehed 
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me Ln u friendly maimer and ^id; It is a sluHne for 
you to take in limid womaii*’i work. But MoUahs and 
Hadjis are of course deficient in secular savmr 
and one parflons them a great rnimy auch mistakes^^^ 
After the supply of milk has been collected, and all 
the bags of skins ( for vessels of wt^od or of eartben wnre 
tire purely arriclea of lujcn^^) have Wen filled, tliu 
cattle^ small mid great^ disjjerse themselves over the 
wide plain* The noise gradually dies away. The no¬ 
mad retires into liis tent, raises ihe lower end of the 
felt curtam^ and wliile the west wind, rustling through 
the fretted wood-work, lulls him to deep, ihe women 
outside set to work on a half-finhshed piece of felt. It 
is certainly an intereatitig slglit to see Low sbt, often 
more, of the dangljters of tlie desert, in rank and file, 
roll out under Uielr firm footsiei>s the felt which is 
wrapped up between tw^o rush mats. An elderly lady 
leads this industrial dance and gives the rime. It is 
she who C£ui always tell in what place the stuff will lie 
loofie or imev'en. The prerpomtion of the felt, without 
qnestion the simplest fiihric wincli the mind of miin 
has invented. Is srili in the same stage among these 
waiidEiiiig tribes when fir^t discovered^ The most 
common colour is grey* Particoloured felt is an article 
of luxury^ and snowy white is onl}^ used on the mDSt 
solemn ocetsiunsi. Carpets are only to be found among 
the richer trilKia, such as the Turkomans and the 
CEstbegH, as they require more skill in tJidr unmiifiictitre 
and a closer contact with more advanced civilimtion. 
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Tlje iDWoveii patterns are for the most |)flrt token from 
EurojKson iiockct-handkeLrchiefs nnd chintzes^ and I 
was alwoTS surprised at the skin with ivhicli the women 
copied them, or, whet is stlD more siirprisini;, imitated 
them from memory after once seen them. 

While the poor women nre Sitigolng' themselves with 
their hiborious ooeiipatioii, tlieir lord and master is ac* 
customed to snore through hia noonday siesta. Soon 
the cattle return from (heir [jtistiire ground luid collect 
around the t«it. Scarcely does the AfterHoon begin 
to grow cooler, than the migrating house is in a trice 
hroken up, everything rt;jilaced on the backs of the 
camels, oml tiie whole party in fij.ll march. This is 
already the second day of dieir journey, ajid yet all, 
men and beoBta, are us lively as if they hot! dwelt for 
years on the spot, and, at length released from the 
talons of TOinii, were delighted at tlie prospects of a 
change. 

Long after sunset, wliilc the endless waste of the 
desert is gtodtially being oveT'C-mopied iiy the clear 
starry heaven, tlte cunivan still plods steadily, in order 
to rest during tlie colder hours of the night under the 
shelter of their ivarni felts. Quickly is their colossal 
batterii df ctiittine placed on the tire; still more quickly 
la it emptied. No European cam have any idea of llie 
voracious appetite of a nomad . 

The coraviui hns Ijccu scarcely an hour encamped 
before evejyhodv has sup|>cd and retired to rest; the 
older membera of the family within the tent, die younger 
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ones m the rt|»eii nir, their Hocka around then). Only 
where a nuimitj^ihle iniuden lives k tliere any tny^'e* 
metit to he found. Atitong the nomad tribes of Cen¬ 
tral Asia, IslumLstn not succeeded in carrving into 
effect Its rigorous restrictions on the fiocial mteroouine 
of the sescs. The harem is here entirely unknown. 
The young ntninul always kuoTrs hy what star to direct 
hia course in order to 6nij the tent of hia adored on 
the tracidess desert. His ap|iearflnee b seldom un¬ 
expected. The nomad young lady iiaa airmdy divined 
from what quarter the hoof-tmmp will stmiid through 
the nightly stillness, and liaa almidy taken up an itd- 
vanced [xrst hi that direction, ft is scarcely necessary to 
obseire that tlic converaotion of the nvadiiJdren of the 
desert, in this their tender rendezvous, u not quite 
in tmisoM witli our ideas of lEstheticaJ propiic^'; Imt 
poetiT Is to be found everywhere, nay, I might say, 
ia moone at home in the desert than hi these western 
countries. Sometime? a whole company of loving 
couples come togetheri and on such oocusicina the ilia* 
logue, which must be in rfiyme and adorned with the 
richest ■flowers ol Tartar metaphor, seema as if it would 
never come to an end. I was at first etichmited witli 
listening to such conversation; but how hritoted I 
was when T had to pass the night in the same tent 
with such (unoroite society, and in spite of all the 
fetigue of the day could not find quiet alnmlicra to 
re&cah roel 

The above b but n faint |jictiire of the life of the 
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iioiiiHils iluritij^ tlie tHurt* ptirticm of the year. 

Id especklly in tlit? mona eleviittkl regiana, 

■where severe cold prevails, tliis wajidering Ofe lijscH 
cverjlliiiig wlijeli can give it tite least tinge of i>oetty 
in our eycfS. Even the inluibitiaits of die eitiea of 
Cenrml Asia nuirvel tiiiti the iiotruids ctiu su[i]iort life 
ill the Ueok coirntryx amid fearful stwrtns wwl 
InJig wt^elis of snow. Indeed, with n cold of 80® 
rCn^atitnur, it cannot he very pleasant to live in a tent; 
still even this occasions no serious iiiconvenienco to 
tliH hardly child of Nature. Himself wrapped up io a. 
double suit of clotlics, he doubles the felt huogiiigs of 
his tent, which is pitched in a v^ley or «iome other 
sheltered Beflidea this the nunihcr of its inlni' 

bitants is increased, and when the saf:m}i} (die root of 
a tree hsini luj stone and covere<l with knobs) hegina 
to give out its liiat, which Ltste for hours, the wtuit of 
a scttlw! home is quite forgottoTi, The latnllj* circle 
is drown cIo^t naiud tlie hiorth. 'Flif! dHUghter of 
the house must continually hand round the shin of 
Jh'wiia. Till# favourite lieveti^ opeiia the heart and 
looses the tongue. A^nien, furthermore, a bakhski 
(trouWour) is present to (‘Jiliven the winter evenings 
with his Liya: dieii even the liowUug of the tempeat 
without serves as ran sic. 

When no extraordinary natural aceidenu, such as 
saud‘Storms or snow-storms, break in upon his regular 
couroe of life, tlte nomnd h liapity; indeed, I may any, 
na happv as lUty civilization In the world could tuake 
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him. As thi; nstioiis of Ceiitml Asia linve hut very 
few wiuBts, poverty is nu^ uttiong them, and whore 
it ocfui^k, w by no means so deprtissiiig us with us. 
Ihe Jives uf the itiltnhiiants of’ tiie desert woiiJd gliile 
P&wjiifijlly uwiiy, were it not for tlit reudeuey M in* 
dulge in Jeuds uiid fcimys—u letidlng feature in tlieir 
chaittcter. War, everywhere a curse, tlicre druws 
lifter it the mo$t terribk conseiiiiunces which can be 
conceived. Witlioiit the sumlJest pnitext tor such 
violence, a triJie which feels itself stronger often falls 
ujjoti the weaker tmes. All who are able to lieur arms 
c^JTUp^e^ or die; the women, clu[dr^il^ mid lienk of the 
iulleii are ilivjileil as booty luijoiig their coiH]uencirs. 
Often dws it hapfien tiuit u family, which in rlie even- 
dy^vTi to rest in all the ble^sodiiiis^ of aeciiritv, 
finii theiiLselves in the morning tiespoiled of jKtrvnts, 
of freedom, and of property, oriil dmggeilintocitpt ivitj' 
far apart from one another! 

Among the Turkommia near Kid%'n 1 -suw many 
Kirghiz pnwticrs, who had formerly lirtunged to well- 
to*du fumlliiis. The iiiifortiuiutc creatures, who liuil 
Iweti but. A short time Ijufuri' rich and indcjiendeiit, nod 
cherished by [mrents, ticcommixhited tlicinselves to the 
change of their furtuiK^ ns to Aoine ordinury dispensvi' 
tioti of nature, 'With what honesty and diligence did 
they uttach themsclve* to tlieir masnars’ hiteresmi 
How tb^’ loved und emessed their inaAters’ children! 
Yet these ^tne musters were they who had robbed 
them of their whole pm|.erty, niiirtlered their father. 


THE TESrr AXD [TS INHABITANTS. 


83 


and branded tln-'m for ever with, the opprobrtonH title 
of Kill ** (slave.) 

BtiiMhinn^ Christianity, ^lohanimednmsm, have one 
after the other attempted to force their way into the 
stepjjes of upper Asia. The first and the Itwt liave 
succeeded to some extent hi mnkiti fr good their footing, 
hnt the iiomoids have, nevertheless, remained the sooije 
as they were at the time of the conijneatsof the Arnhs, 
or of rJie ciuiipsiigns of Alexander—the eame as they 
were descrilMid by HflrodotiiM. 1 sliali never Ibrget 
the conversations about the state of the world which 1 
had with elderly Turkoman:) and Kirgbisses. It is true 
dmt one con pictore to onesdf beforehand a spedmeu 
of ancient Bimplicitj. but tlwt is siili something ijiiite 
different from iteeing before you one of these still 
standing cohiroiis t)f a clvilizariHrin several milleimiiims 
old. 

The Central Asiatio still speaks of Itome (Rum, 
modern Turkey) as he spoke in the days of the Ca^Bors; 
and when one listetm to a grey-heard as he depicts the 
might and the greatness of this land, one might mia- 
gine tlmt the invincible legions had crnly yesterday 
combated the Parthians and that he was present os an 
auxiliaiy. That hb Rum (Turkey) is a state of but 
miserable proportions in compariflon with old Rtf me, is 
what he cannot bdieve- He has learned to asaociate 
with that name glory and power. At the tnost, China 
may be sometimes orunpared to Rome for might and 
ra^iurcca^ although the legends that ore told of this 
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hit tor I'ltipiro dtrol) mther on Uie orts uii] tho heAUt^ 
rJiiiii mi the valour of tho Chiuoso [>ct>pIo, Rinisiji i» 
roj^rdtjd fis tlio <juiDtefa«nce of nlJ fmud and ctiimiuj^v 
liy which uiewiA olmie fiho lin^ of hu^ yoora ccuitrived 
to effoot her coinpioiste. As Hnghuid. it ia 'vrell 
kiiOMii that tho bite omir of Bukhiinv, nti tho lirst neon- 
fill Ml in wiiJt'li he ciuno into contact with the 
iTa;» finite iuctigniint “that the Itijph/, whose Tuune hiul 
on1_v rifieti to noticu within a few yeara, ahoiiid tlarv to 
call thtanaelTRS Dofckt (goveraTOent) wiieti atldrosshig- 
hiin." 

Extremely surprising to the stranger b the hospi¬ 
tality which is to lit fliuud among the nonuitta of Gen- 
tml Asia, It b more ahciuiidiug ilvan perhaps in any 
other portion of the east, Amongat the Titrfca, Per* 
sinus, and Aralis, there still linger fiuiit memories of 
this old tlutj\ liut Diir European toumtif have luuh T 
Iw'lieve. ample opjiortunity of sfitbfving theniselTCS 
that all the 'I’ashuig ^lf fei'st, Alaugiiter nf idieep, mitl 
other good offices, are often only perfomied m the 
hope of a rich BukhthiJih, or PiVAJtejyA, (as they say in 
Persbn.) It b true that the Koran says. “ Oonour a 
guest, even though he be au infidel j ” but this doing 
honour b gtuemlly Uie echo of orders itlsued from 
some consnittte or emhafisy. Quite otlierwbe in Cen¬ 
tral Asia . Tiiere liotfpitality’ b, 1 may say, almost iii- 
Btinetivc; fhr a nomad nitay lx* cruel, fierce, perfidioiui, 
but iie^'er inhospitHhlc, 

One of my fellow-iHggHrs went, during my sojoum 
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umutig thii TurkoniaiiA, OD a rtHuiJ of b^irguig visitiSt 
having lirai drtiistjcl hiitt'^df in hw worst suit of rugs, 
ElHvliig watidiiretl ubout the ^v'liolo day ht? cbhic at 
evctiing to a lonely lent, tW tlie purj**^ of Itxlging 
there tor the tiighi. Uii entering he was siilut^i hi 
the custoiiinry friemlly ififumer; nevertheWas litf aooii 
ohserved that the muster id the ptiverty*9trit5ken faitjih- 
liaiimeiit seemed to be in great omlrn'msjiinietit, mid 
moved hither aud thither as it looking tor sotiieilimg. 
The begjjai’ Wgan to feel very uucomfiirtahle when ut 
last his host ajipToaclied him, and, deeply bliothliig, 
begged him to letnl him a few tmiw, in order tliai lie 
might bte able to provide (he ueoessair supper, iiiua- 
much as he Idiiiaelt'imd Tiuthiiig but dried finh, mid he 
wished to set floinetlihig hetter botbre his guest. IH' 
course it was imposaiblc to refuse such a re^jnest. My 
ccFForade opened the pul’s® which he carried under his 
lags, mid when he had given his host five evety'- 

thiiig seemed to be satisfactorily urrmiged. The meal 
was eaten amidst tlie most friendly conversaTioi^ and 
when it was ended, the softest felt car just was ussigiicd 
to the stainger as his coudi, ami in the morning he 
was i liumlft flwl with the customary honours. 

I was Bcaroely gone half an hour ftotu the tout,” 
so my friend rektetl Iiis adventure subsc^iiicntly to 
mil, when a Turkoman came ruiming towanla nu*, 
uiidwith violent threats demamied loy purse. How 
great was my astonishment when I recogiiistil in the 
perstaiof the robber no other linui my hosU>f th« pre- 
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viou9 night ! I thought he wfis joking, and begau to 
address him in a IHimdly nuuuior; but he grew otdy 
more and more aerious. So, in order to avoid un¬ 
pleasant oons^nencea, there lemoined nothing for lue 
but to iiand over my purse, a teiv leaves of tea, mv 
comb, and my knife, in one word, mv whole propertv. 
Having so done, J vfas ahout to proceed on my Tvsy, 
when he held me buck, and opening my—^tbat is tti 
say now his purse, and taking out^^e Jerans, gave 
them to me with these words;—‘Take my debt of 
yesterday evmiing. We are now quits, ami you > can 
go on your way ,^" 


CHAPTER TI. 

THE COEKT OF KHIVA. 

The courts of oriental princes have been frequently 
and variously described. Beginning with the fllioreof 
the Bosphorus, a'hew Dolma Bagtsebe, Ueshiktash 
and Serayburun furnish the first pictures in tlje jmtitH 
rama, and miigiiig as fer as the [naiaces of Pekin and 
Yedo, we hav'e read Again and again of tlie love 
for ostentation and empty splendour, the glitter of 
gold and dianumils of oriental life. But to complete 
the series, a few sketches of life at the conrt ol Ttir- 
ktistun sovereigns are wiuiting, nrid tJie description t*f 
auch may not, therefore, bo deemed snperiluouB. 

My readers must not expect either to be dnxxled, or 
to have their amajcernent and adiuiration excited, and 
yet it will repay the trouble to occompony me thn>ugli 
the tortuous streeta of Kliiva and the hiiwiar with its 
vaulted roof to the Ark (the Royal Castle.) Like all 
the residences of !M>vereigtus in Central jVita, thlsciistle 
is strangely ibrtiJied lUid surrounded by ii double walL 
Through a nam>w gate we enter into the first court, 
which b crowded with die royal Imdy-guard and other 
wldiers and servants. Near the entrance two cannons 
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are brought tliitheu' bj the mighty anil 

loft behind on Iua hasty retreat. They are deeoratod 
with pretty B^TnnietricaJ ornaments, and seem to have 
Uh'jj uumIo ft! I^elhi, After huraig jia^d the second 
gate, we enter a more spaciou;; court, witli a ineaii 
liKikiug building on one side, not unlike lui o[ien couch- 
hoiisc; it is here that tlie tiiglji ofliciids [aias the hourii 
of office, the Mehter {Minister of the Interior) preai* 
ding. To the left *jif this building U a kind of guard¬ 
house, in wMch tlivem tksrvauts, policemen anil esetru- 
tinners live tluring the day lime, awaiting tbeooiamiinds 
of tlieir royal master. A sinall gate lesulh butweeti 
these two Ivoihliiigs, to the residence ol' Ok Majestv of 
Khiva. On the outside it resetublesa poor tnud-htit. 
like all the other liouse^ in tlie mwn, and i» of-course 
without windows, nor is any particular liixurv to be 
met with uititle, except several large tuul vuJimbte car¬ 
pets, a few sofas and round cushiims, togctlior witli a 
consideFablc nuinber of chests—the entire furniture of 
this place—'which serve in degree bo rutiiiDil us 
of the princely rank of the master. Tho number of 
sportBients k very small, and us every where the case, 
is divided into tiie Harem, (the rtKims set ajiaH for the 
womeu,) and the Seiamdjuy, (the reception halt.) 

Nowhere are any sigiut 4)f' sjikndour fjcrcqitible; 
tJie Luge tniin of followers atone mark the dlotuictioti, 
the IttCHUeys are the sole iiisignia «f the mlcr. Let iis 
{ass thi?m in review before tis. At the head of the 
hfrtisehold is the Hcsturkhundji. (literallv, tho mau 
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w1k» the table cloth,) whose j>eculiar office is 

to siijM'riate'Twl the rojal tnhlCi He is pri^seiit duriiij^ 
dlmicr, clothed in full aniioitr and sUle dr«s», and on 
liTtii devolves tht: kispcctirm and wjntrol of tlur entire 
numher of jjtirvaiils. Nest to liiiti (bllowi* the Meh- 
rem. a kind < if valet de chambee in oj^do. bnt in raJity 
rsrthcr ii jiitvt ctatiicillor, who aliants in iliu iniBiiiess 
<pr the stjit*- besides liii* iiuniiuliatv donn^iitic ulBiIrs, and, 
coujp^intlv with the former, exercises the mcist ]¥)wer- 
fiil Lnflueiice n[>on his niyat luasier. Tlien tiilloivs the 
rest of (he servants, of wlioui each has his distinct 
office. The AshiK</,. or cixjk, prcjxires the tk»oil. whilst 
the AsUnifhter Hitves it. Tlie :^terlM!l»hi prejAares 
tea, Oilier bet, and other ilntiks. hut he is ejqiected to be 
skilled Iwssidcs in the decoction of wonder-wtirking 
elixirs, Tlie Payi'ke ii* entrusted with the tcliilint 
(l+ifie.) which at court is inmle of ijold or silver, and 
must lie repleiiisdied with fresh wnter every tium it is 
tilled, with lobaccti. This office does not exist in any 
other ciiTirt in Central Ada, tohacco lieiiig strictly fur- 
hidden by law. llis Tarinr Mujcfity lias no dresainf? 
room, it is true, but, jicverthcless, several seni'ani* arii 
apiKkiuted to lit the toilet. AVhilst the :!ilulaiit«Iii 
kneelkig Imliis the wash-liand Iwshi, the Kfungatidshi 
(the man wlm tioUls the con or jug) itoiits tlie water 
fiYiiii a silver or goldtiU vessel, and the Mtimaldshi is 
reatlv, as soon as the twi» former have withdrawn, to 
throw the towel to the prince, holding it with the ii|ia 
ikf his fmgers, Tlw Khan has an esfiecial Strrtamali 
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{who shaves the Itead,) who is expectetl to have tiim- 
Uu fingers anti at the some time u i^kUfui hand for 
liiqucc^ig the skull, a Ikvourite oj^eratioii throughout 
the ctu^. Then the pfritice [xussesses a Teriiaktibi. or 
iitul cutter, a Eliadimdshi, whoec Jut}' it is to kuetu] 
luid piuumel to:} l.«ack, also to kneel ii|Kjn him aud make 
his lunU craek, whenever the Khiui, after Imig fatigue, 
wiflhes to refresli hituself Lastly, tluire is a Tikhekt- 
shi, or bed maker, whose oflIicE It is to spread out at 
I light the soft ptccea of felt or tlie mattresses. The 
nuiguitieeut harness, saddled: and wea^ious are in cliarge 
of the Kliaxniulshi (treasurer,) who, whenever tlie 
sovereign rides out m public, walks beside Iiim The 
ly’P'iUi keeper of the jilumes, walks at the head of 
the train of servants. 

Ill dress imd foi»d, tlio prince's houseltold is little 
liiatinguished from tluit ot neh merchaiits or olhcials 
of nmk. The king wears the some licavy cap of sheep¬ 
skin, the ^ame clumsy las^ts, stuffed out with several 
yards of linen rags, the same thickly-wadded coats of 
print or silk as his subjects, and, like tiiem, endures 
iu tills Silieriati costume, under the oppressive luigt of 
July, a state of liairfiil iierKpiratioii. fhi tlie whole, 
the joRiitioti of tlie Prince of Khaream is one little to 
be envied, miy, I feel inclined to iifiy, it is Ihr more 
wnriehefl tliim that of other Eastern princes. In a 
comitiy, where jdlhige and murder, anarchy and law¬ 
lessness. lire the rule, aial not the exception, a soverch^ 
has to miiintiilii his autlmrily by inspiring his subjects 
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witL die utiuost dr«3ul Jintl alrawt au^jcrutitJoua terrur 
for Ills pt.'Taoo; never rtlfli afieetion. Even those near* 
efit to tiiui fear Jum for liis tnilinilteil [xivvcr; and ivlfo 
Hud children, us well us relutloiis, not unirettueutly 
fitttuufit lib) lift?. At the suite time, die sovereign b 
expected to he die model of Islaimtic virtu s nud (Exbeg 
tnumiers and ciiafonis; eveiymost Lr'diing,iii@ig;iificant 
error of hb Mujeatj, becomitt die taik of dn* town; 
and although uubudv would venture to bhune liiiu for 
very cotuddetiibli; offences, ye1 hi die fcimicr catie it u 
die iniluentiid Mollults who woidd fuel uffirotited,—a 
result entirely opfiosed to the interests of the sovereign. 

The KhuiuUkeoveiy ordiudox Miiaiiiiliiuui, ia obliged 
to leave his bed before sun-rbe, iuid to be present at 
the tnortiing prayer iu full iisseinbjy* II louts ratlier 
mure d>uri luUf tut hour, after which, he partakes of 
several dishes of tea, seasoned with hit one! Mvlt, ^’ot 
utirr(.'<juenily some of the leonie<i MotlatiH are hivit<*d, 
in order to enliven the breakfast, by explahiujg some 
sacred precept or arguing u[Kiii some religiotta r|iteii- 
tton, of which hb highness rarely of course uiidertttitnda 
anything. Profound rlbcussions generally invite aleep, 
and no tiooner does hip Majesty begin to snore aloud, 
when the learned men take it as n signal to widulraw. 
Thb sleep b called the morning doxe, and lostu from 
two to three hours. When it b over, the sehun (re* 
ception) of the ministers and odier high dignitanrs 
eommencea, and the Khan enters in full earnest upon 
bis duties as sovereign. Consultatiotra are held as to 
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thi* mauniudiiig exiiwlition.* ttj bt; uiwlertukwj, [xiUtioi 
art' disciusafstl Tii r^fi^rcnce to tbc iieightxJoriKig state of 
Bokitarn. tlie Yomiit- and Tdiivudor-Tiirkoiujuit^ the 
Ku^iiiks, luiil at present prcihably the Kussiumjs, tvLo are 
piuhiii^ tfaelr adviuici's nearer and tieartT;—or the 
governors of tiie proviin^ea and the tax*gatherers, 
who had beert sent ont over tlie eouiitry, have to sub* 
mlt to tlu' Kluui iuul Ilia miuifiteis tlmir several aecounts. 
Byeiy turthin^ hui< to 1>e paid over ndtJi i he most scru * 
piilqni< Meciimcy, and woe to that mitn in whose account 
the snmUtsst error is iletected, it may lmp|ieft tliat he 
I? dismissed, leaving his head behind. And iiow, after 
hiiving tnutsRctetl for several hours the urdiiiary husi* 
TiRtis of the state, hreakl]u<t is isiervcd, cousisting for the 
gnaiter [wrt <if rather light frxtd, tliuiis to soy, “light" 
for an tEzheg digestion—the ildjeuricr h la fourchette of 
his Majesty ^il Khiva sulficmg in all probability for 
sevorul ijf our active working men nt bouie. During 
this meal nil present liave to stand round respectfully 
aiul Usik «u, Olid after Imving finished, he invites one 
or tiicotlierof Ills fuvotu^tes to sit down and play with 
him at chess,—an umtiseinent which is continned untit 
the time tor mid •day prayer. Tliis lasts alxmt an 
hour* When it i& over, his Majesty proceeds to the 
outer (vmrt, ami taking his seat on u kind of tcrnice, 
the urz (public audience) takes place, to which every 
rank, every eWs Is admitted,—'men, ivomen, and chil 
dren, citlier in the. greatest neglige or even half naked. 
All crowd nmrid the entnuice, where amirlet luiisc and 
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Bimuting tfafty wnit for audience. Each in tirni is ad- 
mittwl, Ijiit only oji** iierson iit ii tbiie^ whu iii alkiwed 
to approach quite close wi liis sovereign; to speak out 
freely and without ivscrve, to make entreaty or cnni* 
plaint^ nay^ to engage e't'en in the most Ttoltmt tiltorca- 
tion with the Khan, tlie stnidJest sign from wlioin would 
suffice to delivej lih* subject, without any reas^tn wlint- 
ever, into the himdiii of the execiirioiiRr. 'I'liiis the 
Ka.i1: is, and ever wa'i from times immcniorloi:, tiic land 
of the most striking con trudlctii}ri s. The ines j K-nenml 
may iuteqiret this as tove of strict justice. ], iiow* 
ever, in it itotliiug hut a whimsical liuliit cd* tle^ 
meanour, pennittiitg one pcrsuti to ciefy tlic myal au- 
thoiity in the coarsest term^ of sjiewdi, while mmthf'r 
forfeits his life for the snuiUest o^ottce agiiin>t liir rules 
of prfipriety. 

At the one not only id I great and im[Ktrtant law' 
(nilta are settled, and sentences of death pronoLincetl 
and c.^ecuti:d; Uiit evtiri trilluig diderences are not 
unfrcquently niljitsted, as for Instanou, a quarrel be* 
tween a iiusbatid atid wife, nr Itctween tine man and 
his netgidKuir on accmtiit of some few pence or the 
stealing of a hen. No t^niijihununt whatever can be 
ix^huod a hearings and although Uir KIibti may send 
him to the Kuril, yet lie miLst lir&t listen to wliatcvcr 
he has to sa 3 '. The afterinxm ptuyer alone put* an 
end to this wearisome iM:cii|Hition. I.Atcr in the rtav 
the prince takes his customan' ride on hortiehack out¬ 
side the town, find tistiidiy wtums just U-fiire suneet. 
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Evming pmjrerii again said in full ajiijembiy, and 
these eJTi{t»1, tlie prince retires Ut take his suppjr. 
The servants, atid all thn«c who do not Uve in the 
imlacc, withdraw, and tJie king rt'iuaiiis alone with Ilia 
confiilaiits. Supj'ier is a InxiirToua meal and hists 
longer (ham any other. Spirituous drinks are iseldom 
take^ the sovereign* of Khiva and Itokhnra. although 

the other members of the royal lamlly and the grand 
frequently tmiisgress on this pointy iind indulge Iti tlir 
practice to excess. After the supper, sbigtu-s and 
muMdiin* nmke thexr apiH'arauce, or jugglers, with 
their various performance*. Singing i* ver\’ piqinlar 
ill Khiva, and the native singfu^ of this place are the 
mixit renowntil in T«rkci*tan. end indeed threughoiit 
the whole Mnbfinu* tlon Kast of AaT» - The iiiBtmmont 
upm which they excel is culled girdshek, and bears a 
general resemblance to mn- violin. It luis a longer 
neek and three sTriiiga, one of wire and two of rilk; 
the bow, too, is like our Imw, 'fheii fher^^ are the 
tambur and dutunu oti wliJcU instruments the Itnkhslii 
playi* the acCfjtnjiHMiiiieiit to hjs sotiga. improvised iu 
praist* of some popular Iiero of the dityj ivliireu* at 
the rt»ynl court ihty sehxt for the most jsart. ghaselre 
from Nevni and the Persbui p>ets. The young princes 
are iiistnicted in tnnsle, and it often happciw that the 
Khan invitea them to [leriorm either aIoiid or with the 
troubadours lU court. Particular merriment and good 
humour, snob ofi presides at the drinkiitg-ltouts at 
Tdimwit. nr at tiie luuajuettt in the jadace* on the 
Boephorns. is not to be mfct with at the court of (Ezbeg 
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priiiciis; it is miknowTi here, or fit least such h not the 
ctiBtom. The uiiiiotifil duiracter of the Tartar b chiefly 
marked hv seriousness and fititmess; to dance, jump, 
or show high ispiritj', U in ]ii» eye* only n'orthy of 
women or children. I luiv© ii^’er eeou an (Eftbcg per- 
Bon of good manners indalge io immiKlcrate biughter. 

Alwut two hours after aimact the Khan rtdires to 
the harem, or to his sleeping apartment, niid witii it 
Itis daily labours oii sovereign are ended. 'Hn' hfireni 
iif here veiy different from thoBc of the Turkish or 
Persian court. The number of ■Hometi is Imutw!, the 
fisir^'-like lii.Kurtousm^ of life in a harem U entirely 
wanting, strict eliasrily and modesty fjcirudo it.; and 
in this re.spcct tlie court of Khiva ia etnineiitly sujierior 
to all Eaat<jm courts. Tlie present Khan has only two 
lawful wives, although the Korati alhovB ftair. 1 hose 
are ulwavs chosen JTom aitKiii" the royal fiiuuly; tuid 
it is on extremely lure thing for the ilaughter of a dig* 
nitarj^, wlio'thtes not belong to the fntiiily, to he nui»eil 
Id this rank. The Khan, although possessing the same 
unlimited power o^r his wife as over any of hi# siih- 
jectfl, treats biif without severity, and on the whole 
with tendemesis unless she be found guilty of any par- 
ticular offence. She (lossesses no titles nr prerogatives 
wliatevarj her court is distiiiguished in nothing from 
the other harems, but that she has more feniulc servants 
and skvea idiout her; the former coiisisting of the 
wives or duughters of officials. the tnttor Irir the most 
part of Persian and a few dark Arab wiitiien. The 
daughter* of Iron are kr inferior to the (lizhcg women 


ftR SKETCHES or CEVniA.L AStA, 

m {)«Tsoim1 hc&utT, find mbitr^se bus no to 
Jiair fivm either of rheai any rivalry As regnnls their 
Intercourse with the outer world, the priiieesacs of 
Khi^*A arc far more restricted than the wiviis fjf other 
Kaatcrri potentates. The niles of nuxlesty require 
tiint they should pass the greatsp part of the clay in 
the harcni, where comfmrativiely little time is lavi^licd 
upon the emlio llishmen rs of the toUet. And in fiiet, 
the ladles of iht harem have veiy little leisure ti>r icUe- 
ness, since iitucconknce witli the eiistom of the coimtry 
it is desirable that tlte greater jjart of the clothes, car¬ 
pets, and other ntTifi^, for the use of the |iritiee, should 
be prepared by tlie hand of his wile. This ctudom 
Feroinds one strongly of tluf jwitriarchai mode of life of 
which Turkestan, in spite of its rouglinesa, has preserved 
many retiinants of simple rcfiiienicnt. 

Tlie princess of Khiva ia j>enTiitt£d occiisionatly to 
visit the neiphbovmng royal fiiimmer ^jokces and cha¬ 
teaux, never on horseback, as is the general custom in 
Persia, hut in a large carriage, [nunti'd with gaudy 
colours, anil completely covered and shut in wdtli red 
carpets and sliawls. Before and behlml the vehicle 
trot a couple of horficmen, furnished wth white smvefl. 
On her progress all rise resjiectfully from their seats 
end solute her witli a profound how. Nobody tliinks 
of dnruig to cast a look of curiosity into the interior of 
the carriagci not only would tliia Lo mselesss so closiely 
is it covered, but such temerity would have t<j be 
atoned for by death, whether the object be the wife of 
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the SOTcreigu or any subordinate official. Wlieucvcr 
the Queen of Perflia takes s ride on lioreebwok, the 
numerous ferrash (servants) who hend the oavnlcode 
cut right and left with their JSttbrea at tlie crowd, whfi 
disperse in terror and cotiftirion, in spite of their eager 
cariosity. Such a proceeding, however, is not necea* 
saty with tiic grave CEzbegs; far here life in the liorem 
is DOC regulated with the same severity, and it is well 
known tliat the less strictly its laws arc administered, 
the less frequently they are tnuisgresflcd- 

During the summer the toyol ffimily inhabit the 
castles of Potenek mid Toshhanz, near Ehiva. Both 
were erected in the Persian style by former princes, 
and ore distiuguisbed by possessing some window-panes 
and small looking-glasses—the latter, especially, being 
considered articles of great luxury in the eyes of the 
people of Khiva^ Tashhauz has not been built without 
taste. The cliatcnti stands in a huge garden; it has 
eevcTal reservoirs, and rescmblea the castle of NigarLs- 
tan, near the town gate, Shunron at Teheran. The 
winter La spent bi the town, but wlieii beic bis CEzbeg 
highness occupies a light tent which is pitched inside 
the walls; and herein he shows no bod taste, for the 
round'sliapod dwelling, made iif snow-white telt, with 
a chcerftil fire burning brightly in the middle, is not 
only quite as wann os any building of stone, but there 
is something pleasant about it, and it makes a fiir less 
gloomV bnpreesion than the windowlcss mud-huts of 
Turkestan. 


CHAPTER VIT 

JOY AKD SOBROW. 

Jot Biifl ftorroiw are inidou^rtetlly the tmn'or, iw which 
not only ifl the character of a jjMiple clearly reflected, 
hut which like^inse offers the nwet faith fid inutge of 
their nmimers and customs. In joy and eoirow^ every 
sign of disvimttlatioiL vunishes, nruui «bow» himseif in 
his true colours, and the tights and shades of Ms tem¬ 
perament. become at once; apparent; for, in any matter 
of real feeiiiig, it is \'Rin to try to speak and net difle- 
rently to tho dictates of this potent voioe vrithin us. 
And nowhere Is » better tjji|airtimity offered tor study¬ 
ing tho "rariouB rcatiires of Joy aD<i sorrow, ihan at a 
birth, imirringt', anil rfeatin—-thoae three stages in the 
great &inily of miinktucl. The main outlines ore m> 
doubt everywhere the same, but in the colnurmg and 
composiriciti a variety is pn^htced, nut found even 
among civilized iistions,. Ethnography lias frequently 
thrown light on this subject in different jjarts of the 
world; but wo must eonfoss that Central Asia, m this 
respect is wmpt in cuioiiideraWe obsetirity. To attempt 
t(j dispel this fiarkncitii may thurclbtv not be deem^ 
8a{>er(lnn.us; and, the savage Polynesian find Central 
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Afi'ican tiAviii;; resistetl vniiily tlie HpLrit of unjiiiry, 
we wiU VO like nuuuior Toise the veil fresD tiie ru(te 
mill ^uapiciviiia CEzlwg. It La r tii^t uttempt, atitl coa-‘ 
u feeble one. 

1, Birth. 

Aa soon as r woiuhu in CfeBtml Asia {I refer to ft settled 
fiunily), al)oui tv* bwouie ft luotber, feels tbe first [ftuigs 
of eliiltiLirdi, slifi fiends for her uei^lvboiir, Jver oeareat 
relations, & midwife, ftud u iiiirBO for the child- A new 
felt or curj^iet is spread out in the tent or room, uiid 
upon thiH the wojiina is plflced, willi her legs doubled 
under her. As tlie pains iucruftse, her ueoresC relti- 
tiond squat round her; and site, fiiugitig both her amuf 
rotmd the iiect of two of her most intunate friends, 
the midwife seizes her by the thighs, and nttweB her 
about, until she has bctai delivered of tlie eliild. She 
is now phicetl upon u bed, the relations taking the 
motlicr under tlieir care, and the mid wife having eluirge 
of tlie child* The fiinner ia reatored to strength by 
fiiction. on die temples luid pul&e, whilst the midwife 
sets about cutting out Rwaddling-clothes from ft new 
piece of linen, in which she wrtjfi the infent, strictly 
observing the various superatitioiis custuma- Then 
taking the remainder of the linen to the mother, ahe 
infonna her of the ses Eind a|iiiearmice of her chiJii; 
she also b thi‘ bearer of the happy tidinga to the fetber, 
from wliom she receives a present on this occasiou. 
In feet, the kindik kesen (fiWBddrmg*cIoUnM maker) 
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|)!a)'s H very imptJrtant part in tlic whole aflhir For 
three days the child is invUihlu to every' one, duriiiBr 
which tinu' it ia fcctiiiontly ameared over with butter, 
and. to ]>revent any redness in them, which is considered 
extremely ubjectionsble, tiie eyes are washed with salt 
water. It is then olotlted tu a Utth? shirt, and finally 
it is hud upon a pillow of camel's luiir, and exhibited. 
Now nil the friends and acquaintances pay their visits, 
and the husband offers a present to his wife, who is 
anxious to hear from her guests their jirognostiaitioufl 
as to the future of her child, which nxperieuced mnr 
troiia flmw from tlie limbs and movements of its little 
body. Thus for inBlance, it is a had sign, if it has 
entered the world with the left foot or hand first; « 
snudl apple of the eye augurs that her offepring will 
be a thief j a broad forehead denotes valour} a restless 
kicldiig of the feet fiiture wealth, and ao forth. Every 
one scrutiuizes the infimt with inaignificant gestures; 
and well might the fear of the evil eye make the mother 
uneasy, but that alie herself luia tied the white magic- 
stone on the left ana of her child. 

After the chille (forty tlaya) have eluj^d, festivities 
begm. In the case of a girl, not much is done; but if 
the child be a boy, even the poorest moke every eBbrt to 
gather round tiiem a eonaiderable number of gaestH, 
and to feast them as sunipmouHly as possible. Grand 
banquets, horse-racing, wneatling and music, are the 
Older of the (hiy; and filially, a special celebrstioti in 
hfuiour of the birth, the so-callctl Altin Kalaik, takes 
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place, wlileli consistau. liHiigliig tap it goUlen or silver 
Imll on the to]j of a high tree, anti tvhiisocvcr lirings it 
flotvn at die firnt shot, witli either ball or nrnov, guiiia 
tiiifi ]irlw, tiagctht'i: witli a certuhi iimnhcr of alitiCp, 
and otXcn even ctuncls and hon)C3< 

During die lin*! ^■wir the greaitcai care is taken to 
guard, the child against cuts, evil spirits, and other 
ditiigemua uifliU'Ucea, after wliicii time die Hla-tve-iucu- 
l.ioucd white stone Ls rt;[>lBCt‘d hy u rouiitl-sha^jcJ btnie, 
aiul ou his little cap arc hung the argushtek fa piece 
of wood, can'eti and dyttl inj'stcriou.'ily), n nuslia 
f amulet), which must be written by ihc hand of some 
leanied mnn, sevei'nl cornIjN the tisidi of an byiciui, 
imd, if circumataticcs ^nwinit, a antnll bug with holy 
curd I from tlie grave of Mohamed. All these things, 
together, often make up a considerable weight, which 
presses very iieuvily ou the head of the poor little crea* 
turc 1 but tJiis is not taken into ccinsideratioii. On (he 
cmitniry; the iiiother cxatniins with jcalouji tauy* to 
see that uot a single thing be found uaiit.ing, each 
Inung lot^ketl u|io(n its a eertnin means ol pitiU'Ctiou 
against so many dangers, 

111 Centia! Asil^ as throiigliout tlic whek- East, cliil- 
dreii are allowed hut a very few years to devote nuircly 
to play. Girls aru eiu'ly fnngdit to spin, weave, sew, 
to make cheese, &c.; mid Ihiws are [lut on borseWk, 
and learn to ride ns early as tlieir fifth year, and are 
employed lui horsemen in shnm lights, imd as jockeys 
in hor&c Riccf* in, nlid oven bt'lbre, dieir leiith year. 
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It 16 only tint more wealthy pan?nfs who gine their 
childrei) tii charge of a Mollah. Wlien they have Jearned 
to loiuh the KonuitoVt w the featK'ai of the Koran, is 
celebrated, which is of the eame nature as the Cliatem- 
dityliiiii of the Oaimuilis^ with this diifereiice: that the 
latter takes pbicc when the lad Iuls, for the first time, 
read tluough the sacred book of Muluioiecl, and here, 
when he itegins reading. 

2. Mahriage. 

Although childhood ia of sliort duration amoug the 
CEzbegB, vet a youth does not teccivc the name of 
yigbid {a niAtuie youth) until his eighteenth vear. nor 
the girl tliat of tbs (virgin) l>eJyre slie is sixteen years 
old. In the c^iuntry the intercourse between the two 
sexes is not in the least degree influenctKl by the Koran. 
Elere, as in Western couutriesv we see the “ rot^* pky 
of love’' repreijentet] wdili all its joya and sorrowa, all 
its &scinatloii and euthu^m. At ftrst I feh amoEed 
that the tenderest of feelings should find room in the 
heart of a man in Central Asia, accuslotncd as he is 
r outh to roblffity and murder, amt 
liarden^ to the tear* of widows, orjihana and slaves. 
But 1 bad the opportunity of ccanrincing myself, that, 
tove is here more fmjnently ilm cause of the most 
extraordinary adventures tlian in yiher Mahomedan 
countries. The CEibeg la passiotiatelv devoted tf» 
music and poetry', and hence it is but mtural that his 
heart should be susceptible to the emorjona of love. 
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WTien two young [>eopiti linve fornied u inutuiU cit- 
tachtnont thE scCFCt is ontiMistod to theit jwiretite} utid 
if these moke no objeotiotis, the yoting iiain ojiens the 
trsiieactiun by detfjHttching tivo remain amiw&iadorb, 
Soutcbl KJoLtiiu to ntik tlnna fornmlly for tlio homl of 
their daughter. The perentfH for the moat part, Iwve 
been, previouflly inlonned of the demand, and reeciviug 
the Hmtdmay with honour iUid distinction, tiiey express 
their sattefoctitm at the odert but refrain from giving 
any dectaive answer. To prononniifc a regular stinight* 
forward “yes,” is cuntraty to the rules of propriety, 
and the young niart has to iiiterjirct, from triviai allu¬ 
sions, whether liis suit will be grantwl or not. The 
next thing is to talk over the kalim ( marriage jiortion) 
which the man is ready or able to give fur his future 
wife. The queation is alwaya, how many timee nine, 
i.jj., how mmiv times luiie sheep, cows, camels or honwis, 
or hoW' tniuiy times lune ducats, as is the custom in a 
town, tlte father is to receive for giving up his daughter. 
The less wciil thv give twice nine, the wealtiner six times 
nine, and the Hum alone has to pay nine times uine, 
for the purchase of Ms bride. The kalhn luivuig been 
settled, tlie next questimi to he considered is one of 
great importance, theegmbaflb (present m ornaments^ 
to be presented by the future husljiind. It comisLa of 
eight rings, yilziifc, a semi-tiara (sheghciifijin), a tiom 
(sHefeeigUl),* a bmcclei <bilc«k), ear-rings (L^tga), 
nose-rings (arabek), m«1 ormiuents for the neck (on- 
giilUk), This whole set of oniiimcnts must be pre- 
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9ent«d complete, and not a wuglo article 'waiting; it 
is also previously settled, wliethcr it is to consist of 
gold or silver. No doubt a man in Central Asia has 
to pay dearly Ibr his wife. The negotiations are gene¬ 
rally a protracted badness; and finally , wlum every 
thing is definitely settled, neighbours and relations 
ere invited to the &tilia toy (feast of prunuac), which 
is celebrated fer two days in tie home of the future 
bride, and two more in tiiat of the future husband. 
The MoUah, or some grey-beard, annoimces the new 
arrangement to the guests. He tells them the exact 
purchase-price for the girl, and wheu the wedding is 
to take place, oud ouncluiks his short nddresa wi^ a 
fiitiha, after which the festividcs begin audure cmitiiiucd 
for four days, lii entertainments of this kind, called 
toy, all the guests are assembled in one and the 
apartment, but form dilFerent group. The uppr prt 
of the room is occupied by the elderly people; the 
women range theniBelves along die right side of the 
wall and the girl* mul lads sit down in some comer, 
generally near the musicians and singers. The toy 
consistB not merely m eating and drinking, hut them 
b also muuic and singing, and above sill, horse-iaeiiig, 
which latter forms the chief part of all festmtiea in 
Central Aria. Prizes of comriderable value are given, 
and young and old take the most lively intotegt in the 
sport. The taoe-course variesfi-om one to three fersakh 
in length; <m the former only two year olds are ad¬ 
mitted, on the latter full-grown strolig horses. Two 
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villages arc dioacji, lyiug at this distancB apart, witl 
wKUirt. the crowd are assembling In one <if them, a toy 
eminlf steward, is ajipointed m the other* It ia his duty 
to flee that a fair start is eSected, and that horse is prO' 
fflaimed the winner, who first ijesses the goal which u 
fixed at the eutraaice of the opposite Tillage. Tl>e 
horses arc tnuned for several 'weeks for the race, and 
are ridden, by young boj’Si who wear on tliis occasion 
short and light-fitting clothes, very similar to those 
'wom by jockeya in England. 

The interval l>etween the fiiriha toy and the marriage 
is fixed according t<i the age of the “ proroesaa. A 
week before the wedding, the toyiuk (loud for the wed- 
ding) hi seiil- by the man to the house of his foture 
wifej and consists of meat, flour, rice, fst, sugar and 
fruit. Soon after, his mother and nearest female reU- 
tioits arrive, who ha’ve been invited as guests for aevetal 
weeks. Two days before the beginning of the festival 
the future husband mounts bis home, and, eurrouruied 
by fais 6aet«K all of whom, as well us then* horses, are 
decked out in the gayest coloura, goes also to the home 
of her jMtrents, his father alone remaining Ijehind, not 
for the sake of taking care of' ilie bouse, but m order 
to ail necessary [irejiaiiitionfl for the due recc|^ 
tion of the newly-married couple on their return. 

Mtanwhilc, iii the bouse of ihc future wifia, where 
the first days of the inarriage-feost are edebtated, the 
greatest bustle and activity prevails. The young girls 
have to ifo the cooking, and am fully cmploywl with 
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thtiir gig&Dti(^ cauldronit. The quiuitity uf food brought 
together for uu (X^beg wedding ia as enormous as tlie 
appetite of the immeroDS guests^ WhilHt the young 
girh} are busy at out iking and linking, the young awaina 
carry on n lively llirmtion vritli them. The gaLuit 
hamntC', who ia lucky eiioiigh to ohtnii]. from hia be- 
lo%%4 a bone or some dt'Ut out e( tlie iisulilron, re* 
ganls the as a sigmd of favoor, but still more 
lucky bt lie who gets a few ediarji with the cooking 
ladle, the highest of alt favoura, anti appreciated far 
above the daintiest niorselH. 3ilcu and women gather 
Tomid the fire-place in groujjs, laughing, talking,. Joking 
and ehneking, w'lulat musicians play and sing, mid 
chihlrcn sh<iut aud yelK Tliese noises are mingled 
with tlie bleating tif sheep, barking of dogs, neighing 
of horses and braying of donkeys, while loud above 
the general hubbub is heiinl the ctowii*^ stentorian 
voice in coarse sallies of CEzbeg wit and humour. He 
is the very life of the wtiole [uurty. His geadcuktiona, 
the grinuMiea with which he acoomjianlcs his jests, give 
rise to CMitinuid bursts uf laughter. Now he mimics 
this person or timt, now he tells of some droll prank 
or merry mlventurt, or whistles tike a bird mid mews 
like a cat, luul thus he has to continue without inter¬ 
ruption, although from sheer cxerdon the perapiratitm 
runs down his foec in streiiiiis. 

It J5 a strange custfan that, for the bust few days be¬ 
fore hb wedding, the young man ia not allomtl to 
leave his tent, tlie ytamg girl -md her comfianions 
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watching it, iDennwhilc, with looks of the utmost curi- 
oeity. U is said that friendfi and rdatuins soraedmes 
Hssiist in Imttging abont a secret but not 

until after the marriage ceremony is he iiermitted to 
mi3£ with the cooi[]Aitj, This ceremony takes [ilnce at 
tlic end of the second day, in the presence of the whole 
ossetubiy. Each party is repr^enteti by two witnessea, 
to wticoD the Mtilloli puts the ttuestioit, whether the 
two young people Tnutunliy agree as to the [norThige> 
He then proceeds at once to perfonn the ceremunyt 
when tJie wntnesses of the young girl put in their veto. 
They declare (nith a feigned reluctance) their unwil* 
Ibigness to give up the treasure entrusted to them, un¬ 
less the yoimg "»»» should present them with ti certain 
sum of Qumny, or some other present. He finds tlic 
demand uxorhitant, and now begins a bergaining and 
haggling, which continues until lioth parties are satis¬ 
fied, when the solemn ceremony is at last performed. 
The Molhd) rends aloud the pemiisaititi of the rei« (re¬ 
ligious chief.) the witnesses attest on oath, and with 
significant geatttres, the marriage conii)«i;t, a short 
prayer is read, and the ceremony is over. 

I'he bride now hands round fruit and a rich cake, 
and distributes vriiite kerchiefis garmcntSi, or other 
presents among the MoUahs, grey-beards, and above 
alh the young men who have actetl as witnessos. 

The hrulegroom now makes bb apjicarance;, but b 
not permitted to approadi the eompony nearer than a 
few Stops fnmi the door I and all havmg fiartakeit nf 
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tm enormous repast, the festiT?riie8 in the bride’s home 
terminate. 

The elderly, m well es the mamed folk, now take 
their depamire, but the young people remain, and 
pack tlie bride and her marriage portion on a sort of 
carmge, »n>d thus aceompauied by her female tjom- 
poniona and Mends, she sets out fior the home of her 
btisbaml. The journey, call«l bolush, is protracted as 
much as possible, and often when the distance is short, 
one or two long circuits are niude, in order to Lave the 
op^Kjrtumty of coutimiing the amusements on the road. 
The bride sits in the ftrat carriage with her future 
d&t«r*in-lnw, the young men accompaiiy the prooesaon 
DU horseback, and he who can manage to force his way 
hrst to tlie front, riding full gallop, receives from her 
a Imnil kerchief as the prize, Tlie others try to snatch 
it from him, he flies and is pursued, and the chase 
does not cease till he hafl reached the earriage again. 
The hjandkerchlefs thus gained arc tied to the horse's 
head, and preserved a long time us valuable trophies.* 
Whenever the procession passes a vllluge on the route, 
they are generally stCFpped, and a toll is demanded. 
The riKter-in-Uw sitting oestt the bride distributes 
coke, and the passage ia again free. Amidst coutmued 
sport and chaff the bride arrives at the home of her 
husband, and no soaner does she draw near it, than 

* In BimgKj W* fioJ lb* wmmo pnfticQ prOTubeg «t tlw pr«KI^I thi 

«olmnid lo Ibt Imdj iJu; lidru Mi rnmnim^ 

uuM^ pnbfli1bl.Jf ku Eta oncm Id iMi annkhnlL hki^ 
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she wriiiKj her veil around her, ohanguig' her merry ex* 
pressiofi of &ce to one of tiie utmost gravity. Her 
lather'in* law lifts her from the carriage, coodueta her 
into the room, and leads her to a tent improvised with 
cnrtmna and carpets in a comer of the apartment. 
The husband soon follows her, and fbr the second 
time raioea her veil in the presence of his Hither, w*ho 
compliments bis daughter-bi-law on her charming ap- 
pearance, tlie first sight of which he has to requite 
with presents. The young couple are left oltme, Imt 
have to endure for some time the jokes of the noisy 
crowd assemhled outade dm tent, who are eager to 
exhibit on these occasions their slender sujre of wit 
and hutnour. They disjterse late at night, and at last 
all is quiet. 

Among the Turkomana and Kirghia it ia cusboiiuuy 
for newly-married people to be separated for a whole 
year, after they have lived together for a few days, 
and although the husband is allowed to make Ins ap- 
peaimice in the house of his wife, it must be only at 
night and in the moat clandestine manner. In tlie 
opinion of the nomads, married life, in its begumlng, 
is all the more pleasant by acting up to the pro¬ 
verb, “stolen kisses taste the sweetest," and hence 
nliMx the belief that the first born child must always 
be handsome and vig^woua. 

The great tmticsial festival, colled noma; (now year), 
of the (Ezbegs, has been transmitted to them by the 
Persians, and is celehrnted in Central Asia with the 
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same pomp which distuiguishes it Iii I'eraia, with this 
only dlfibrcucti, ihut the CEzbegs lutve an old and a. 
new nortiz. The latter, however, la of tio especial 
importance. There is no hick of ainuaii}|; games, but 
it is vei)' romarkaiile that some have d^euerated into 
the most pernicious gumbiing. Playing cards (sokti) 
ore introduced btifm Russia (without the court cards), 
but have not yet come into general use. The tavou- 
rite game is ttie Ashik-game (Ahsik—the aiiklebonesof 
sheep), which is played in the uuuuxer of European 
dice with the tour anklcbones of a sheep, and with a 
degree of pasaionate excltcmcut of w-Lich one can form 
no idea. The upper fmrt of the bone is called tava, the 
lower altchl, and the two sides ymitarap. The player 
takes these four little bones into the palm of bis hand, 
throws tliejn up mid receives half of the stake, if two 
tava or two altcbi, and the whole of the stake, if all 
four taATi or altchi turn up. The advantage to be 
gained arises entirely frum dexterity in throwing; 
trickery b impossible, since the Imes are frcciuently 
changed. Hiis game is equally [wpular with the 
dweller in settlemenrs as with the nomad; and al¬ 
though apparently a inviel amusement, it not uofre- 
quently happens that the Ashik player, in iJie heat of 
hb passion^ stakes the whole of bis pO'SsessiojiBY nay, 
even his wife. Mankind, in fact, are everywhere the 
same. The re&ied European luitlteji hi® offerings at 
rouge et noir upon the green table; the CEzbeg on the 
simdy ground with foin* anklebimes. 
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3. Dbath, 

Whenever a meniber uf a fonjily ia <»i the point of 
dcathf his nearest rektions usual!v leave the house or 
tent. The Molklif or tite ekiertj aiming the neigh* 
hours, surround the dyiitg man, etching tor the last 
breath and repeating the custoznaiy jirayers, while 
outside the air ut tilled with wailing and kmotitationa. 
If he should have been lying sjfeechless for some time, 
some wool is moistened by hi* Inends, and water 
liropped into his mouth, fur fear lest, deprived of bk 
speech, he might: die of thirst. The roiling of the tyfis 
and the contnictiini of the noae an* regnrdeil us symp¬ 
toms of death; and no sooner has the dying riion drawn 
hk hiat breath than bk jaws are tied iip^ and the body 
k Btripfjod atifi thfin « 50 ver^ over* The clothes are 
destroyed, for even the poorest GUzbeg could not be 
persuaded to pul on anything wom by a dying man* 

The corjjsc is not allowed to be kept longer than 
twelve or dUeeu hotus, in acoordauce with the custom 
among all ALJiomcdan nations. It is not wnslicd upon 
a hoaH, but on a mat (burin), whidi U imniedUtely 
after burnt; and the tehiticms and neighbours, nay, 
often the whole population of the place, having wept 
and wailwf their fill, the hody k taken to be buried. 
The settled inhabitants ol' Central Asia possess ceme- 
tenes few their dead, but amoug die nomads each dead 
body k burtod idugly in the desert; and if he [ms been 
a man of inducrice and conKideratiun. si lai^e mound 
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(tumulos) m guueiatly nused over his gr&ve, in the 
cnastraGtlon of whidi &U the male memltcTa of the 
tribe are expecie<l to take jjftrt, Tlie more honoured 
the person, the higtier mid. lurget the mound (yoska). 
The sorviving relatjoiis loiik upon it witli pride; on 
certain festivnla, and on tlie aiuklversary of the death, 
food or other presents are placed upon it for the benefit 
of the poor; and no sooner does the nomad come in 
sight of it, however great the distance may be, than he 
mutters a short prayer for the repose of the dead. 

Men that Ml in battle are neither undressed nor 
washed. The blood of a hrave soldier being regarded 
as his greati^t adorunient, is consequenily not removed. 

The funeral feast liegins immediately after the burial 
with a simple repast, at which the iyis (bread linked in 
fiit) is distributed among rich and poor, and must lie 
eaten by eveiy'body. The feast is repeated on tlie 
tbirck sevcntli, and forrietb day after the donth took 
place, besides wbiidi the anniversary is celebrated in 
like manner,—a duty wliicli even the poor^ would 
not omit to perform, for fear lest, by neglecting it, the 
departed might appear to them at night,, and, exhort* 
ing the survivors, complain that they had forgotten 
to invite those of this world who ore to pmy for the 
-wellare of his soul. 

Among the nomads, the frincral feast ocenpies a 
more important port. Once every week, throughout 
the hrst year, a repast is prepared on the day of the 
death, and daily, as mentioned already in our ^Travels 
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aTnong the Turkonixiiis^'' fbc w«meiv slug the t^l 
LunGntatioT] AT die hour ui which the member of ihe 
fitmily breathed bis last. Wiili the latter, tn<ir«tover, 
the memor}' of a dead pcrsini ia held in the highest 
regard^ and |;eculiar rtijpcct is paid to his grave for a 
long time after, if Ije hua fallen in liftttle, or on »>wc 
niamiiding eSj»edition, The sliaft of Ills lance is planted 
upon it, and decked with vaTiDiiit-coloun--d pieces of 
stuff, Run*s boms, a horse^a tail, or like mementos,— 
friends and membiira of the same tribe contributing, 
AS a matter of couriso, cverj' time tliey pass it. Tbs 
‘’■yoskas** are called by the name of those that repose 
beneath; children play around, hut, however playfully 
inclined, are careful not to c hirib msm theni. It is 
even said, that horses go to visit the yoakas of their 
former masters, and are seen staudu^ before tliera, 
with heads bent downward in monming; and young 
warrior® habitually look witli veiieratifm on these 
mounils, ami ilraw from tliem the inspLmtion to their 
greateat deeds of valour. 

Wlmnever we Ijapjieiififl to meet one of these graves 
in our travels in the steppes of Central Asia, each 
roemlier of our caravan was obliged tear oil n little 
piece of bis clothes am! fasten it to the shaft, or to a 
bench, or ail jomed in a hj'tiui sung In his praise, 
Karavon baahi sabring every time: “ He who docs not 
honour the dead will never receive honour iruin (be 
living.” 


CHAFIEK VXII. 

HOUSE, FOOD, AND DRESS. 

Tiie house,, or £xed dwt-Uing, has never, up to the 
present day, gaincfl a fimi footing among the nations 
m Central Asia, not even in those [airts 'where regular 
settlements have existed for several htmdred years. 
Part of the popubtion build houses for thcmselvea, 
but they are general]}' looked ui»on as gloomy pboca, 
producii^ feelings of mebiicholy, and the light, airy 
tent la in all case* preferred. It ia pnnci|jitiUy the 
<Ezbeg pct>pb who build houses, an art they liave 
leamt from the original Permau settlers, and, Oji they 
resenihte in many points the inhabitants of Iran, the 
architecture in C^tnd Asia is in the early Ironic s^le, 
and at the time veiy similar to the new Persian. 

The first thing before building a house, b to level 
and pnipare the ground by stomping it down with a 
heavy pountler. Foundations are only made to large 
buiidhiga. The common-sized houses are mode with 
a mud flooring, two feet high, and upon tills, atier it 
tuts lined hard, the walls are tubed with a layer of 
rushes or wood uudenieath, in order to keep them from 
the damp rising from the ground. The walls am either 
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‘♦torn." of clay or stona, or “afechuU,” »>., of 
wooden lathiis laid crosswaysn )un.l ibe interstices tUled 
up witli cky and mihaketl tilea TIir celling coinslfits 
of planka^ cloisely fitting together; in the house* of the 
poor these are left bare, end iti (hose of the rich tJiey 
have a oofttiug of plaster and liine. Snudl holes serve 
as windows; they arc open In suimucrt atjd in winter 
are pasted over with oiled paper. The rwfj similar 
to those in Persia, is like a terrace, and Berves sa a 
sleeping place during the heat of the dimmer. Regular 
bricklayers are seldom met with. Kveiy man ia his 
own architect, coti vinced of possessing sufficient know* 
ledge to build for himseli' a house suitable to his wants; 
and the plumb-lin® being still Uiiknown, it is not to 
be wondered at that the walk are crooked and uneveit, 
bulging either in or out, and soon become dilapidated. 

The interior arrangement of a house k as follows: 
you cuter by a wide gute, which tbims the chief en* 
trance, into a covered paasage, called dakr. To the 
right of the gate are one or two rather large apart' 
mentfi ^ til tbm unit hane). which serve as reception* 
rooms for guests, and contain weapons as well as use¬ 
ful domestic utenmls. Kext to these are two amnll 
nxHQs, used as store-rooms. To the left are the stable 
and the shed for the carts and trucks, whilst a amail 
door at tlm back of the dalar, opposite the entrance, 
leads to tlie inner apartments or barem. These ure 
for the most part ayvims, that b, rocuna wiiich arc open 
on iJTie or two sides, and i^craHy look out upon a 
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In towns lliey are used as fa^'Durite summer 
upartmenta, and it U roally plGasont t(» live id them, 
e^pqeially during the night, with a pediekluinCi a square 
tent fiHule of Uhe moftqnito*iieta, over one’s 

he<!, as a protectioD agamet catcluug cHjld, which is as 
dangerous in Central Asia as it is in Poraia- In the 
country the dw'ellings are senttereJ, The Ginnstead 
(havli), which consiste of several different parts, la 
always surrounded with a high wall for protection, 
and looks tike a smalL fortrusii. Tlie interior Is very 
roomy; on one aide are the buildings, always lower 
than the wall, on the other the tents, the fixed dwell¬ 
ings being set ajiort fiere also exelusivcty for aidmahi 
and storo-rooms. Sometimes tlie inner epuce is eo 
large tlmt asmatl kitehen-gnrden bos found room witlun 
lL Outside, hut near the walb, is a large reservoir, 
the edges of which are bordered with plantains, and 
afford a most agreeable resting-place. These trees 
flouriBh admirably in this part of Asia, where they 
are found of mi astoTiishittg height and breadth, and 
reach the great age of foinn 300 to 400 years. On hot 
summer days they afford the mo^^t reireshliig shade, 
and for hours the Gilzbeg is Been sleeping beneath the 
spreading branches. Xot only does the thkk fijlkge 
protect him from the burning raya, but the hree™, 
which always blows under the plantains, drivea away 
tormenting insects. 

The iunutures of a house are the same as in 
Persia, and consist of carpets, coverlets of felt, huge 
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chu^ts, pointcfi reii, for kwping clolic!^ some 
aiitj otb^^r fur cmd h^Jtling watur* 

Splendour or luxurj-' aro outlrely wantuig, mid even 
the mcxlem improx^ement* in windoivs and doors^ met 
witli come from Persia, from whence ei>mc 

clcTer and expert slave iiitrwluri'd tbum into Gen* 
trai Afiia. Nothing can fiiid it:4 way here fretu Europe, 
it lias always to pass through the channel of Tuflusb 
and Persian eivilistJitiop, And everytliing imvele its 
customar^^ snail^s pace; the Perahm imitates Eurnj>emi 
institutions second hand from the 1 urks, imd the na* 
tioiLS in Central Aaiii adopt nothing but what rushes 
them through the medium of Persia- 

The /W of the Tartars consists priucipally <if meat. 
Bread, in TUAn y jjons of the countrj^ aithaugh not 
unknown, is yet a rare luxury. Mutton is the fa¬ 
vourite meat; next to this goax^s fiesh, bcel, and horse 
flesh; cfimers flesh is least valued. (kcAsionally, Urn 
horse i& declared to be ^‘mekmh"' by the rtdigiouai 
and ia not eateUt hut in the country little mitice la 
taken of it; and the Thro/mi, horse fleab Iwiled soft and 
mixed up with onions^ carrots lUid dumplings, is a 
veiy popular dish- t t la worthy of remark, ihiit the 
water used m Ipoiling tJje horse flesh is poured 
away, as flir too sCtOFig and henvy tor even Tartisr di* 
gestiou, and thai ludy the aetwixl iuluaion can be ™tcn 
as broth. In some iwirts of I’entml Asia wuisages lire 
made of the entrails, wul considered a dainty di^i 
but 1 liave nowhere fotuitl, that the deheate pam uf 
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this amiiml ane held m emcb high fiivour luwong the 
(Kzbega itfi iH SASert^d tbroughont Cimiera 

tieeh is hard and tough; it Is cut iu sra&U pieces, co¬ 
vered witli jnwte, boiled, aiul then friefl in brd, Thia 
dish, called Sontsa, is not i[uite taatcle^, but to ou.r 
digestioiiB tike a weight of lead. 

The favourite uatiouid ilhdi is the ulso called 

Ash, which, though nclatcd to the ]iikiti of tlie Persians 
juul the pdaf of the Turks, by far surpasses both these 
in savour, i base lived ou it for a tong time, and 
williugty to £tiro()eauu iny knowledge of how 

it la prepared. A few ^[Ktuiiiuls of fut arc mcltetl ^bi 
Centml Axis the fkt of the toil i* usually token) in a 
vesaet, and as eoou as it is quite luit, die meat, cut up 
Into Binal] pieces, is thrown in. AVhen these are in 
port friwl, water ia {loun.'d upon it to the depth of 
about three fingers, aiuI it is left slowly IwUiiig iintit 
the meat is soft; pepjier mid tttinly>s)jced carrots are 
then athied, «id on the top of these ingredienta is put 
a layer of rice, after it has been freed fmni its muci-> 
higiijous [Mirts. Some more water is tulded, and as 
soon as it has boon absorbed by the rice the fire b 
lessened, and the jwt, wdl-ciosed, ie left over the red-hot 
coaifi, imti! the rice, meat and carrotfi, are thoroughly 
cooked in the ^team. 

After Itaif an hour the lid is opeueth and the food 
served in such a way that the different layers He sepa¬ 
rately in the dhih, firal the rice, 0oating in Hit, then 
the camits and the meat ut the ftqi, witti which the 
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meal m b^un. TMb diieh in excellent, and indispen¬ 
sable alike on ilie roraF table wnd in tbe but of tbe 
poorest. From here it was introduced eUHnig the Af¬ 
ghans j by them to the Persians, who call it kabuli 
(kabiii). The pilau, if I am not mistaten, has its 
oiighi in Central Asia, aiul spread from tlience far 
aud wide over Western Asia. 

Anotlier uatimtal dish of the Tartars is Tchdrei:^ « 
soup with small dumplings in it, which are filled with 
spice and minced meat. I say **'a soup," find yet thia 
dish alone suffices for a whole dinner, since it is [sir- 
tokeii of in such quantities that any other dish can be 
easily dispensed with. It ia known among the Qs- 
miinlls by the name of tatar bbrek. Thinilv, a 

porridge of lice mixed up with meal and dried meat. 
Fourthly, IniJamuk, a dish consisting simply of Hour, 
water and &t. Fifthly, Mestava^ rice boiled in sour 
milk, a dish exclusively for the summer, sa the fornter 
is for the winter. Besides these dishes there are the 
Fitrjnu, com bruised anil boiled in milk; Godje, a kind 
of porridge, made of the mcdcussarghuin; and Memkavit^ 
likewise a porridge of grits, eatcu with fat, and some- 
times with oil. Heavy, strong and piquant cUshes are 
generally preferred, few sweets are eaten, sugar and 
honey being unknown, and the many i^iqia (altlres) 
prepared of grapcjs, mplons, and other fiTiits, arc rarely 
used in cooking- Of bread only enough for the day's 
consumptifHi is baked, as is tJie custom cveiywhero in 
Asia. The dough is not made into thin cakes, as in 
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Persilt, but mto round Unck loaves, such as are used 
in the neighbourhood of Erwrum, and ore colled lavash. 
There is ako a sort of biscuit baked in eatea whem 
traviilling. 

AiDong the settled nattous of Central Asia, tea is 
iLc &vourtt6 drink, and among the nomada, eajiecially 
the KLrghls tribe, it is tJie Kiituts. Iti sqmmer they 
drink green tea, which thins the blotxl and promotes 
digestion; but in winter a black tea (brick tea) of » 
very tinrsli taste and art eximordina^' sthmditnt; its 
effects ore for a long time unheeralile, juid must be 
ver^’^ thuigerous. Cooling drinks are the AiVttn, sour 
milk mixed with water, and various decoctiDfus made 
of dried fimt. Coflfoe Ih entirely unknown; jn 
Persia it is only met witli in the southern province of 
Fare, and in Irak among the higher ckssea. Wine 
and brandy ore sometimes sold secretly in tiie capitals, 
by Jews who manu&cture botli, but the uumlier at' 
consutuere is very small. The lalomitic laws are severe 
on this iKiInt, and forbid, under [sun of death, the use 
of spirituous liquors, but they do not prevent the vice 
iff intoxication. Those who wish for stimulants 
opium, teruik, or other narcotic [Kidsons, and tlius, in 
oreler to obviate a small evil, the door is opened to a 
much laigcr one, the gratification of which costa heultli 
and life. 

Tlie wretdied piwerty among the inhabitants of 
Control Asia 'm shown in nothing [tjore strongly rhnu 
in their 4r^, and the eye is with difficulty accustomed 
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(o tlic cotton etutf, or aJlka of gUrin^ colours, 

in which every one is clothed, man oiwl woman, youiig 
and old. Cloth or other European lummlimtures are 
only exLibitOfl on extraortluiary festive occasions, and 
are worn by wealthy or great dJgIut4«^e^ as » nc plu^ 
id/ra of luxiuy. At any other tlmt!, whether winter 
or summer, a garment, the so-called Aladjit, la worn, 
ami the only dUfercjic* mode iu the various eeasons in, 
that they ])Ut in a thicker lining;, of either hueii, wool, 
or iiir. The cut of It la, fierhajts;, the mi>3t {>riim.ltve 
nnioug till the settled nations of 2^'o one has any 

idea of dresstt^ tasteiiiLly and vet conreniently, or of 
netting off their figure to udvantogt^ tlte tPiiiy object in 
To cover or rather enveloi>e it, and the Pemnn is per¬ 
fectly right when hc ^tmeiilly says of his mde uclgh' 
hours, that the whole uatitm moves alKiut vrrupt up In 
bed clothes. The Tchapan Cupix*r coat) i* the chief 
article of a man's wanlrolie; it ia not unlike uur Eurr>- 
f»enn dressing gowns, and cut out in Khiva si) os to ht 
the botly pretty’ well; in Ikikfmra it- ia already so large 
tlmt two fteople can envtilop thetnscK'ea in it, and hi 
Khokaiui it is widest of ail. It is a liighjy ludicrous 
sight Ui flee a num trot along in this Bnmck-^ock'like 
garment, full of Iblds, and pulling out at every part, 
and though i con well unilemioiid tiie many folds 
round the chest, forming os they do ii receptacle for a 
whole set of cooking utensils, and all tlie uecessaries 
fur travelling, and food to last at least for two days, 
yet it will Always be a mystciy to me whj' the flleevcs 
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arc tvncc ail long tile itraia, aud whjii in the advau- 
tuge of tucfdng them up aivd uuduDg an euomouja roll 
or puff on tho top of tlie nnu. UHiler the tebapnu la 
worn in simimtir a I'rilrarv (a i^hln umler dress), and 
under this the shirt, which reaches down to the ankles, 
and Is dlstiTiguislied tixnn other ahirtfi, worn In jVaia, 
bv being open on the left iihoulder instead of in front, 
very niudi like a sack. At night the Tnrkeatana have 
the sttuDge (mbit, bcfoi's going to sleep, of dntur’ing 
their arttia out of their shirt sleeves, and doubling 
themselves up. Iii winter an ex tm gannen t, Tc^tsim^, 
of ample dimensions and nuide of coarse stuff, is added 
to thift costume. In some (sirta of the country, es- 
pecloJIy in Khiva, where the cold is greater, thickly* 
wodided, clumsy trouseta are worn. As ii ciivcring for 
the bead they ’W'eitr in Khiva the teljjek, a broad, coni- 
cabshaped hat of fur, which is very heavy; iihrcfugbout 
Ifuklitim the turban b worn, tt Itiu a very picturesc^ue 
appearance, vrith its long loojw hanging down on the 
left side, luid Ihe trim natty way in wliich it is pat on. 
In Khokand a small light cap used to he worn until 
twenty y-eiars ago, not unlike our cleigynuin’s scapuk 
(skull ca|^) but since tbeii it Ims yielded to Bokha* 
riot civilisation, luid tum been supplanted by the tnr* 
l»an. As to boots, those mode in Bokluura and 
kaud ore the best. The ItKtlbec is good, the shape 
mther (uunbajme, but for the ludicroosly long mid tltin 
heel, the end of which is scarcely brauier thou a noil’s 
head. People of rank wear a kind of stocking made 
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of morocco leutlier (mest), aiul over shoes, of 

which the best are made in Samarkiind. 

Witli respect to the elress of the wotutoi, it scents as 
if they were atilt more desLrotis than ilic men to avoid 
any approach to ostentation, luxury or smartness. 
T^^en in unelresa, the women wear in aumuior a long 
shirt, reaching down to the anklear the hind part of 
which is made of coarse linen, and die front mostly of 
& light, colon red strong Kustdan print. The trousers 
are in like nuuuier ttuidc of linen down to tJib knee, 
and tlie lower port, which fits dose to the ankle, is 
nmde of print, or ojiy other coloured stuJf, The 
women wear in winter, over the shirt, one or two 
thickly-wadded jackets, ikatened round the loins with 
a sliawh When abrotal they put over all this a king 
garment, not unlike a nmids coat, in which the womim 
nmfllcs herself holding it tightly together with both 
hands Eicross her cJiest. The feet are covered with 
clumsy bouts, It is a sorry sight, to see a town mmian 
of Central Asia walk about in this wretched costume, 
with her whole attentloii engrossed by tiie elfort not 
to let the over-civit eiica{)e from her hands, since slie 
woiiltl he regarded aa an impudent woman indectl, if 
she allowed her mider garments to be seen, and al¬ 
though the boldest stare cannot penetrate the cuorse 
veil of horse-hair, yet ohe tins to be for ever on tin; 
watch not to attnmt tlie kiaks of the poasers by. 

In the iMuntry, women are allowed to move witli 
less restraint. Married women are setdom veiled. 
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young girb never. The overcont is shorter^ luid is 
merely thrown ncroes the shoulder, und the broad 
shawl girded muiitl the wnlat^ with long ends fluttering 
to the bree^te, n certain pic turesquetiess to dieir 
nppcarance. This indulgence, however, iS' only en¬ 
joyed In Khivn uiid Khoknnd; in Bukham, even in the 
coimtiy, the tvturtuiccd laws of Tsiamitie civiliaatian 
wo executed with gniat oeventy, and it is rare to meet 
with lui exception. 

Among the mem, various objects of miutment are 
seen, tliixse wdiich hftng from the Koshha^^ such as gotxl 
knives with silver or other omanicntod handles, gold- 
embroidered liitgs for tea, |ie}>per mid salt; fiirther, 
rings for tin* fingers, tesbih (roaariea, ) seahs smnctinies, 
hut rarely, brocoleta, gold and silver sheaths tor mnu- 
lets atul wHtclu'H, which latter are especial articles of 
Inxurj', niid only to be found among the great. The 
objects of cimanient among vmiicii E have already 
mentioned w'hen speakiiig of the custHAns at weddings. 
It is useless to took for ccuDfort or luxury either in the 
dwellings, footl, or clothing of the natives of Central 
Asia, eveiy tliine here bears tlie. impress of very* 
ancient niaimera and customs, and every one conibnns 
to ihem willingly, not wishing for anytlung better. 
The governiuettt, supported by the Mulkha, labours to 
keep op this status ipio of things, by declaring all 
foreign productions eontmbimil, and endeavouring to 
supplant tliem in the market, for few the inhabitants 
of Turkestan might become aware of Lheir jwverty, 
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ftiid atmbiitfl it, not to th^i pAturnJi but to thi* ?»wuil 
circiiinj^tiuiccid of their cuiintn^* And ret ^iich mi on- 
deavour ia fniitleas, TtulT’dadii attd ateam vestiel» hiriu^ 
their powerful veto, even in these rude cjuirntries, tu 
bear upon a whole fuition's Imctwnninif'sd. The ahif»s 
which plough the Induui Ocmul, the Ulfutk Sea, the 
CfUfpUin Sea, the Lnhe of Atiil, the V’^olpa, and, ut the 
present time, the Yaxartes likewise, liftve eiitirddembt}' 
Icasened the distance between Central Aaa and the 
west of Eiiurcipe. The locomotives, winch on the south 
run as fcr os Lahore, on the uortJiti:> Nijthnei'Xovgorod, 
and nstotush and perplex: the eastern tuitions, are stilt, 
it ifl true, fiir frxim the inlund wiiters cif thf Oxiis and 
Yaxartesj ycU nevertheicas, they cxerciae a consider- 
ahle influence upon tJie comnnitiii'ntioti of these cmin- 
tries. The Q^sjbeg trader need laily go as &r os Oren¬ 
burg on the one, and Ptshinnir on the other side, and 
hfe has St. Peterabtng, Botuhny, and the whole «if 
Europe before him. Inaccessible as Cent ml Asia still 
is to all scientifie, os wt'U a$ commercial tnivellens 
yet within the last twenty-five years an essential nia- 
tertal advancement is apjnrent. We need only look 
over the ousUjro-luiuse lint of the Englusb and Htisunn 
frontier towns, and we sliould he surprised at the enor¬ 
mous iucrefliioof articles n:n[)iirt<!d from Eurojic, Frcan 
1840 to 1850 goods vrere tnuisjwrtcd across the Kus- 
fihu» frontier of nearly a million poimdls sterling in 
value, and in the vijar 1860 they aminmted already to 
the value of two millions. Cotton and silk stuffs have 
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lieen more lar^y imported than any other gooda, and 
in spite of the detestation and horror felt towards the 
produceTi the prodnctiOEDs of the west grow more and 
more in request, and are well paid Ibr. Cottons, 
haiidkerchiers and cambrics, as is well known, are the 
great forerunners of civilisation, the mute apoaUns of 
westjem cuiture, who spread blessings in their path, 
even though Europeon arms and military tactics occa- 
slnnaily accomjxiny their footsteps. And, however 
much (he condition of half savage nations may be «x- 
tohcd for its liappiness by foolish and weak*brained 
enthusiasts, yet a practical observer must feel oon< 
vinced that our dvilisatioa is preferalde, and that it is 
a £acr«l duty cm our part to transplant it to eveiy 
clime and countiy. 


CHAPTER LX, 

FROM KinVA TO RUNG RAT AND RACK. 

The young MoUnh from Kiingrut, who hmi j<UTicti our 
ctmvan in order to upaoh Samnrkabii, wad planning to 
go PH cl take leave of hiamth’e town and kindred whilst 
we were stating at Kliit'a; and great was Ida joy w hen 
be leomod that I was desirous of accompanying him 
thither, portly from * wish to tuake a begging tour 
end collect all I could, and partly for the sake of escap* 
ing the uncomfortahle crowding in liot, aultry Khtvo. 
In bis ddight he protniited me mountains of gold, de¬ 
scribing e^'erything in the most glowing colours, to 
snstain me in my resolve. 1 needed, however, no 
urging, too glad to meet with such an opportunity! 
nnd two dayaafrer I was actually on my way to Yeugi 
Urgmidj, from whence 1 hoped to rescL the Oxns, 
wh^ a half-laden vessel was ready to take us on hoard 
for a modeiato Ikre. 

The journey from Khiva to Kungrat is chieSy made 
by wntor in the summer, and down the river at high 
water it never lasts longer than five dnysf that is, 
during the very heat of gummer, when the river has 
reached its greatest heigiit, owing to the meltmg of 
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the supw-ou tlio HitidukuAK and the tops of the Bedakti- 
shnii moimtams. In the autumn nuid at low 

wntor, the voyage taats lunger, aiul m whiter U la 
entirely ijiterrupt€?d, the Oxua being in many parts, 
altlujttgh not. whollyf covered with tee* 

The traveller can take ship* if so meUned, from the 
very walls of Khiva, tlini Is on die cuiwl Ffazreti 
Pehlivan, but not without mating a great d^tour^ since 
Its month is to the south, near Hezaresp, instead of 
being to the tiorth. The stune objection nppliea to the 
secoiu) canal, O am vat, Mrhich is at ti conBidcntblo die* 
tance Irum tlie town, and flows rather eastward tluui 
north wartl. Tor tliis reason Llie traveller prefer* to 
go to Yengi Urgendj, the first manufocturuig and 
oommerdnl city in the Kliunat, and tlicti on to Ak- 
hull Baho, the tomb of a sainT,. with a few scattoir’d 
havlis (farmsteads) near whidi ia situated on tlie 
hanks of the Oxua, and !a the first stage on the roaii. 
The distance is about eightec^n Knglisfa miles, in a 
well cultivated and tolemhlj populous district, the 
rood leading through fields, gardens and meadows* 
Hiu^nre found the fiiicftt mullietty trees in the great¬ 
est abuuclauce, and conseijiiently the cultivation of 
silk \a extremely fiuurinhiiig; in fact, this jiart of the 
country justly ddiorves to !je caDed one of the most 
beautiful in the whole Khatmt, 

The beat vms so fifircc and intolerable cdi Lite bunks 
of the Oxus, that 1 could not help expressing some 
uneasinesa to the boatmen, but they eomfinleir] me by 
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8ftyiiig, thul ilr>wn Pf.rmiD this> evil would Ik' rtmedied^ 
by pxittiivg up ft (^lo^5^l^uto not which would 

Dot he m fhdr wuVt the \\mt iMsing Hto^retl only ftt 
eitlicr end. The lu^^iuto net way iit once pot op; 
it. hftd the of a canopy^ witfr Ui proifict Uft Ui 

the tl&y time frimi the «oii, ut night from the dan^or- 
uuB mosquitoeB j and the iicce^iy ffltiha (blei^ings) 
on ^tftrting liuvhig been prouottTiceflp we pui4ied oil 'm 
wmjKUiy of four boftiuicii and two other jia^i§enger?>. 

The Yovape wa^ at _tm$i very memotonouis- Tlte two 
mcri| one at tlie upjicr end lunJ erne at ihe lower end 
of the iioat, kept steering it lo thoee of the river 
where tlie water was yellowislt and turiiid^ the current 
being liere the strongei^t^ they expkbied to m. The 
nidderB corud^ted of kmg jioles flattenefJ at the etidt 
and fJte two steereineii generally i^iiiaincd f^esiteil dfiwn 
at their worki iintesa jtjiecjftl enre and ftttentifrn were 
required, Tlicy were relieveil alKiut every two hour?, 
when, less Jutigued by their lahtiur thitn scorched \iy 
the siin, thisy would join m in our sheltered retreftt^ 
Rtretch themselves out nt lull length* to our grcftt ari^ 
novance^ and be hiaird wfioriiig in chonus unlil 
thny hm\ tn return to their taak. Uf out two frllow- 
travellers, happily only one was very loquacious; mid 
whenever my 'farUir Vrieiifl expiiiined to me thia or 
that ^Kiint of interest, be would interrupt hun with hia 
copious emendfttione, and thua stt-t iHiy my curiosity by 
ft full and detail eil ctmiJnentftry. 

Tlic Iwnks Ilf ilie firw fiMtnrwi ei^rje- 

*> 
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ciallv worthy of itilfrcst, nlthough far more lhaii Bon- 
tmieif rioticp-s in his travelsi, who* in his missicn] in 
135B, toiik the sajue route from Kiingitit to Yeti^ 
Urgcmlj, up strnun. (’>r« the Ijaiik, opiK^^Ite 

tlio place where we embarfccd, is seen the great ruin, 
Shahhos Yell (tlio sacrerl hero), which is said to have 
been n stroog fortress in ancient tlmeA, and which was 
destroyed hy the Kalmucks. In tli& history of Khiva 
lliese pojde wo rogawlcil aa the great dpAtroyera of 
the Khniiat; and ollhongh it is true that at the time 
<if their Itivasion under Djengbs, the then flonHshtiig 
Ehoremi Eiifrcred terrlhly at their hajidSt yet it is an 
exaggeratiou to assert, as troflltioa docs, that all the 
ruinH are the sole w'ork of their lust for devaistatiiTti. 
Farther on 1 met with another oxtentfive ruin with the 
remnini» of frttme tiiiildlngA, called flaur Kaleszi (the 
fortress of the Gaiira), Doder ihe torm ^‘Gaur," I 
first understoud the Gelwns fir fire-worehippera, bm 
soon I learned to my great astordihment., tliat by this 
name arc designated, thronglinut Central Asia, the 
Armenians or rather the Xestorions, who pos^ssed 
here large colonies, extctKlbig frtim the Sea of And 
far into China, in pre-Tslamitlc tunes down to the de¬ 
cline of the Mongol dominioiu 

On the right hank extends for more than three 
leagues, from the itlHivc-iiieiitioned ruins down to the 
water's edge, a soniewhut dense forest (tegay), catlcfl 
KhitulMigi. The tree^ are not imrticularly higli, but 
the Bttii is nevertheless gmibh* to [lenetnitc and drv 
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up the mar>ihes fwl hj the Or»lv in very fpw 

pbwes is the forcet luhabitetl, and that by the Kam- 
katpok tribe, wlift rear cattle. The left liiifik la the 
rffflll V itihflbltetl jwirt {here the chain of.! lavlia is scarcely 
intcrruptod, and here and there tillages of wmii 
size are seen lying cloee to the water, such as the 
fEzlkcg \nllage Taslikalc, which is sitnatd on a high 
litink. and the sTwallcr ^'illitge of Vezir, tifar wludi the 
canal lvilidjl>ay discharges, or rather foniis a htwin, 
previous to hsaing itself beyond Yilah in the s«md. 

To make tcit, prepare |»vlflu, and either listen to or 
te-ll Tjacrffll legends, was the aJtenune occtljattUm of the 
day. Samenmes it hapt^eiied tliat all my compaui^ms, 
the atecrsnien alone ejccepted, fell fast asleep, produc¬ 
ing a pause, which was to me a most pleasant change; 
nnd an I fised my eyes up^in the yellow, turbid waters 
•>f the »inciei>t Osus, my imagimtinn loved to revert 
to the clear mirnw of many a EuruiMam river, whose 
waters aw ploughctl by hundreds of ships, and whose 
vonlnnt, smiling lianks, are lull td life and activiiy. 
Wlmt li ^gantic c*>iitrastl 

Tlie Oxos is the typical repTesentafive of tlie country 
it travenjcs,—^wild and tinruly in its course, like the 
teinpf'rHtnent of the Central Asiatics. It^ shallows aw 
as Uttlc marked as the good ami \*ad qualities in the 
Turkonmn; dailv it make# for itself newchiumda a- 
milar to the notmul, whose mtless spirit, wearied of 
fltajdng long in one spot, U ctuving for novelty 
and change. 
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Eiirly the i^ecoiid rJay ivt* tiie town of Gnrlen 

at a short distanco ^ini tlie shore- The ptopor tiutii- 
ing jtlaco liJ a vUlitge ntw. Colled Ishmidji, and oppi> 
eito to it im the right hunk U situated the fort Rehim- 
hordi Beg, which I muririnn lucrely because here begins 
the tnoitntahi cliaiD of Ch-ei* Karnyne, extending from 
south-east to norths* At first sight it 1>ears much 
rcHcnubhuicc, well in height as in it» formation, to 
the Great Hidkan In the desert, lietwcen Kiiivu amt 
Aatrohad j hut on a nearer npproach its larger eircum- 
ffTetito fsxin bciy^nies apj^areut, and the luxuriant vege¬ 
tation and the wrxtds with which several of its heights 
are clothed, present u wene of agreeable !fur[)rwe. On 
one of them is saul to be the tomb of Oveis Koravne, 
fl celohratttl place <if pilgrimage in Khiva, and in the 
distance we discoverwl several buililinga, which Rehiiu- 
l>erdi Beg had enectod for the convenience of the devo¬ 
tees. Further on b the Altuuidjat daghi (ntotint of 
devotion), wliicli is pointed out as the resting place of 
a holy lady, called Andwrene (Mother Ambra). Holy 
woniGn are not oftou met witlt in Sutmitic Ishuniiuni 
I here are, fiuwevur, u few of them hi Geiitrat Asia, 
which may be taken aa a fresh proof that Islainism 


- (J«ii Vinjv H ItM MTDf! af » AutMui ffljlwwff of Molicniiua. i.|id out 
ef Itirr the rnrplntt W *11 hU l«HLi kmiciiad tKui, Itlbn- )D*t iwif 

of froHl tMPtfa itP tim OhuJ, llinji^li « hkm ftjm lJu =iH3fijV 

we«pcin. After MohmDivt]''# ilAth li* *™t LatcnAbtl In fotitul m Onlo-^ wiih 
tbu PfJf-utttfbtkn u * <if mmbmlitp { hlM efivfU proTod ud^ 

•UpOh^lL 111# «!rttoja.lh*l hr atu i* Kbit* waA dAihd ihm, btdon^i nLhir 
tu ifm nfsicin uf 6et4mt. 
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doi>s not treat tlie fair sex with such iimiunirRl Karsii* 
ness as people in I^uro|)e art; apt to Itiiuginc. As l« 
my ladv Autltercne, teulititiii tells us thutf a Zuletkha 
in bennty, a Fatitiin in. virrue, she was hutot lUid itfter- 
wnrds exjielliid hy her Iiitslwuul, solely because she prtp- 
fessed the ^fohanunedan reh'^non, t>f which he was an 
sreh-encmyi Driven ftoin her priiuHsly aixsie in Ur- 
^ndj, she was uhlij^ed to take refu^^e in this wild 
spot, anti would have di«l of Htarvalioii but lor ii hinil 
which ap]ieart>d daily at the entrance of her cave, wait- 
iiif; to be milked, and then agnin \Vho, 

in hearing this tale, is not reinlmled of the atoty of 
Oenovevft? The Pnriaiuns in. those days were not better 
thfl Ti the QLzi)egB of to-tlay; nor can we fail to be struck 
with the identity that exists in fables of wciol and re- 
ligluus life, iiniong nations living widely riojutrateil fivin 
each otlier. 

After leaving Ghrieti we went on for about four 
hours down stream, and eame to Vengl yap. an iiiaigni’ 
hcant hamlet, surroimded by earth walla, and alamt 
one hour and a htdf distant from the river. Two hours 
later we reached the disirict of Khitayi, which begins 
where the Yumalak. n conical hill, rises close to the 
left bank. On the right the Oveui muuntains i»ih 
ptMuih nearer ajid nearer to Uio Oxtis, and soon we 
passed the prominent jicak Yampuk, crewncil with llic 
ruins of an old castic. 0p[njsitc Yumaliik tlio hujUU' 
tain fUin, Sheikh DjelL which runs from cast to 
west, forms a vt^ty narrow chutmel (hem i’.anod Iths* 
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nafc), mucL narrower timn the Lrou dates on tlii* 
l»iuiube, aiid oft^tai (Wgcrouij to nB^'igadgn tWari tin; 
force and TajiiiUty of ihe current, Tlie waters fierv 
rtMir, a» if tla- Oxus, that rmruly son of the deserf, 
were augrt* at being so imprisoned Ixitwreen the rocks. 
The narrowest pjirt is. however, voiy short; on the 
left Ixtiik the ijuuiiitoius tenninate abruptly, while on 
the right bank the blgli Luida gmUmdlv slo|ie-, and 
after hjiving p^e^sed Tama, w'hich lies on the left, the 
countiy' is everj-wherc fbit. With the mountains dis- 
lippeared cveiy roiiuintic feature along tJie Ijanks of 
the Osita, After a voyage of two ditya our eves and 
itmigination were fully aatisfiwl, and although the 
morning and evening hours luid their clianns, yet the 
heat liecame intoJetiilde in the ilay^time, and the mos- 
ijuitoes and flies at nigist^mstcts, in com |iuri«m with 
which tlie ( jolundumz on the Lower Danube are hann- 
fess niiri insignificant as lintterflies. As soon as the 
sun k-gun to set, every one crept carefully under the 
luosjuito-aet, made, of cmirse, of linen, the air under 
which had become so thoroughly pmsoned bv my 
fellow.fmveflers, tlmi I felt keenly not to bo able to 
exchange it fer the purer air oiitfOde. Towards even¬ 
ing we reacheil the di^cl of Maugit, wliich bis a 
town of the sjime name, aWut two houra' distance 
frvHjj the i-iver, but not x-iaible frtim the boat on 
acoouTit of a smidl wood which intervenes. Ekre we 
remalntd for some tune moore<l along the ixmk luid 
having eomfortabl) cooked our dinner in the ofien air, 
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UiEtonil of on jmrrow lieBrtli in Lhft boat, we 
oontinue^l oup voj^igv. We Baaiivap, after 

anotlier hour’s journey, st tuiicli to the fegret 

of Tuy frituid^ wlio liad l>eeu (undoiis to pay a visit 
With mo to ft very celebrated Nogai l^kan^ who re¬ 
sided there, in ortlep to ask hi^ advice* and bltssiug 
on tlie journey bo lind undertaken* 
who fled hidier to escape die Russmn audiOTities or 
the cmiscnptioa, are in CeniitJ Asiii regardetl 03 
martyw to freedom and Islamispit imd re\'crcd m 
jHicii; but I have frefiiiently met among them the 
niDsl eoosiiniJiiace rascals, and tliought that they biui 
probably ritii aiivay frotn a fuUy liierited chnstLsciueiit, 

Rarly Ui the monuug we jiassed Klptcliak, which is 
Uie seouud stage on the Jourueyj and lies on IiotL 
sides of the Oxus* At this place a rock rii^e* from 
the water, wluchi extending iw.rofis the river, narrow 
the cdianuel by more tliitn half its widthp ftiid rendt’ra 
the navigation »o extremely dangerous, that it is never 
attempted, except at broad daybghu At low water 
some of the poijit3 are visible, and it k no imcoirniMm 
tWin^ to see chUdreitp a foot deep m wncer, clambering 
upon them. 

Kiptchak itself h a place of conaidjerable im|)ortni)ce, 
inhabited by an CExheg tribe of the same name, and 
possesses sevend mo?S(jues and collegea^ Of the latter, 
the csoUi^e situated on the right bank of the river was 
founded by Khodja Xtait, and b ^lcsen'ed]y cefebmted 
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for ricli enduwmeivtfi. KiJt Itir li^nt this 
whicth stands eepariitdy^ ts st-eu tbe ruiii Ttdii][jik, dm 
I) FiLlI rising' closet to the \vnter- Tnidition asserts 
thut ill micidtit tinier it was a utroug' castlM'^ utitl lIk* 
rettidencc of a Princesss, who. Iiaviug fiilleii in love 
with one of Ij<.‘r iitther's slaves, ajid drottling the anger 
♦>f her oilhndei} [tarent. (ied hither for rtftigt* with her 
tortr. In order itt niaaiii wnter, they were obHged 
To jiiiirce the hill dowiiWiinhi to the river, and the 
nubterrHiieiui |}uss«gfc exists at the present day. 

trom iLiptAlmk n|» the istreiini liegiiis the forest 
alnswly ntentionfKi, which extends with few intemip* 
tlutis along ilio rtglit l^mik ol Tbio river to some ilistiince 
Iwyand Kungnir. I otsild not see from the Ixiat how 
far its breadth stretched eastward, but 1 have been 
astfurtx! that it is from eiglu fo ten hours' journey, 
ltd Hpproitcli from the river is intertrepted by bogs 
and morasst'A, which reiidPT it only in a few places 
accessible, in tlie less thickly'Woodt?d paria gnixe 
TiunilxTleSA herds of cattle^ the ppo[K!rty of the Kaia- 
kalpaks. wJjo Jind abundance of gome in the forest, 
blit sometimes eufter greatly from tlic numeruus wild 
beasts, especially fwmtiiers, tigers, aiitl lions, which 
inft-si that district. From here to Gork-n the stream 
Jins so many shallows, tliat we were inctesauUy strik¬ 
ing agixniiid. The left )mnk rises to an derated 
plai»uj, which extemeb far in a nortb-wifsterly tlirec- 
tion, ami is called YiUmkir {the field of serpentsJ by 
thi- natives, f Jn the western frontier of the desert it 
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ffirms a. dtclivity ns ateep as the Kaflimkir, or tiiu 
whole tahl^^liiiid of Ustyurt. The pptihition of this 
repiuii outlets of Jqtnut-Tiirkomatiii luid Tchaudors; 
the former Jead n tiomatUc life neap the river, and ih 
the coimtiy poiiikI Ptn^u mid Uulij the liitter mlialut 
the fikirta of ilie desert uiid the several oases of the 
Ustyuii, lW»tJ> triliea, tus may well I»e ima^iwd, 
live m I'joiistajil lend wii.li L-acli olher.“H condition as 
much to their disad^vuituge, us it b lo the iiflvnnta^e 
of the iIhii hnmediiitc uel^'hhoiu-htMxl of a 

Stroup mid united noiiiatl fieople proving always nu>t(t 
dmigerous to tile ilwellers in settlifd habitniioiis, 

Ou the eveijiijg of die third tiny wc stojijicd at 
Khodjii llu* a town about two hours' di&tanee fitin 
the river. *\h»st of tin; inliahitiuits derive tiieir origin 
from Khodja, and they lire not a little proud of com- 
piriii^ their nneestty with that of the otlwr CCsbugs. 
The whole difltrict is tlikkly f>o]mlatedt and tlie left 
taiiik forma as fin* as Niiksff an uiuntermpted cluuii of 
wtiod iind culdviitwl laud. Here is (me ol the luoHt 
dangerous places in tlie Oxus, a ufaterfalL, tvhich at 
the time of our voy(^(^; rushed down frtitis the lioiglit 
of tlrrco leet with the ewiftness of mi jutow and with 

• Itl—Tl» |wnpl» «f lli» Khmijw W nf Uie impbita, 

. Ojiutdntil* li«ink*r *biMn titlwhil lU. J-rt Ih. wimlij. Th»J hmn 
u moth. * pu^ljr (E^htt lJijrtO(pwti.T, » th* imw-iwu. ftnJ. >'■1^™ »-« 
ihr. HAmp oT W l™i» (wi^ 7ka former- hmnrtTr^ enjej liip« 

f«-r in Crt.l«l A**." hj mMAk* b«ii 

«nr<itin<M •rth nil Uw rwwpr i 3 i» w fcll « l»or twU-T fiwa 

Kiinfn I it iiai« 
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a tTtiniiiodouR uoLsa, wbicli is tieurd at the distance of 
mate tliaji a lea^ie. The nattves calJ it Kazankitken, 
t.e,, the where the cauldrons went to the bottani, 
since a vessel luden with these uteiiflUs is said to have 
been lost here. Full fifteen miimtest before reaching 
the watcrfalt the b«)flt9 are brought close to tlie fthore, 
and caret ally lowed aiotugt From here down the 
strumt the river luis fanned hy inundiitions very con* 
siderablc lakes, wliidi conmiuiiicate with one another 
by small natural ctuiuls, which scMoni up entirelvi 
The largest are: ICiivruklu Kill and Sari Tchdngiil 
1 hi‘ fanner is suid to extend for several days* journey 
far row^irds the nortlhCHStj the latter is smaller in 
circtittjfereitce, but much deeper. 

We iMissed Kdka on the tburtli day. Even on the 
left liank we saw' culrivntiou gradually deereositig 31 s 
wi‘ advanced; the river i>ti both tides is bordered with 
foresta, and forms hjdf^way to Kimgrat a lirostd and 
rather deep canal, called OgLizkjtkcn, which hikes a 
south-westorly direction and JidLs into the lake Shor- 
katchi. EfK)rt3 have beeii made to cut off the latter 
fwmt the large stream hy raising <tykes, but m vain, 
and the immense extent of water renders the naviga¬ 
tion here exceedingly troublesome. The forest ter¬ 
minates at the tomb of a sunib called Alakyiodja, 
and the district, of Kuijgmt begina, covered, us fiir us 
the twe can reach, with gardene, fields and “ havlis," 
The town itself did not Iwcome visihle until the even¬ 
ing of tlie fifth doy, nfter we hjul passed the run of a 
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foitpess liuilt by tile rebel Tiirebe^r «t tlie time of 
iMebcnimed ICmiii, fti*d u wturlpKi] uear it. 

(Jiir stay in tbb most nortlierly towu yf tbe Klimiut 
of Khiva ^VHS of veiy short clitmthui, itiiicc' my yfong 
voDipfliiioo, lost his [mraits a year lieff»ret was 

Hot long iu takii^ leave of the rctauve who dwelt 
li<:rt\ ami himself urged a speedy retiini, Tlic totm 
has a fij more nitsemble tip[>eanince diuii those in the 
wmth, (imi is diiefly huowm for ita Imge feirs, to which 
tlie nomads of the ne^hhuurliooil resort, offering inr 
Hole large tiUBiititieii of cattle, butter, carpets of felt, 
camels' hair and wool. A bi'isk tnule is also currifnl 
on ill fish, esfajeiallv dried fish, tvhich arc biioiighi 
from the sea of Aral mirJ sent afremurda from liere 
aU over the Klnumt. i must mention as a veiy re* 
iimrkahle tact, that I met here with two tlusskne, 
who luid tiirucd Mahomatana. and lived in the full 
ciijoymeiit of a coiDtoj-tuhle dweUing-housc, n flourisli- 
liig lai-m.s(e&d, and a niutierotis family. They were 
prisoimi^a of the l*erowsty Aniiy, and received their 
lilierty from Mehcinnied Kmin Khan, under the con¬ 
ditio a lltiiit they would adopt Islam ism. One of diem 
has been presented with a Pcrsuui stave: the dark* 
blown daughter of Iran and tlie fmjvhaired son of the 
north live very iiap|)Uy tegethcr, end oitJiuugh the 
latter has several times had the opportutiiry of rctuni- 
ing to liis imtivr home, he has not been ahfe to fortu 
the resolution of quiteting his adopted fiidierhmd on 
the bonks of die O^us. 
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I will atate- the uifonnatioii 

1 gatUeml here abfjut the further cutirac of the Oxu& 
from KuiigraT to its embouchimi in tlie Sea of Aral 
At hu'o hourn’ distance fiom liiU toum, down 

streiim, tlie river dinodes into two great arms, which 
are little distil igiiislit>d from eacli other. The right 
one, which tee^is the namt of Amu Doi^’a, reaches the 
lake first, but in consKiUimee of its manj mniificatkins 
it is too ahidlow, and nt low water extremely difficult 
to navigate. 'I'lin Sell arav which bears the name of 
Tarlik (the strait )* is tmrrow, but of a certain dujtth 
diroiighout, and ia little used, simply on account of 
the great circuit it malces on iu way to thfc liike. 
The traffic on tlie Lower Uxus is inconaidcrubtc, and 
not to lie compared with tbit which enUveiis tlie river 
l»i:twee]i Tehilianljuy luid Ktmgmt, where it forma the 
^irineijad commercial highway between Uokharu and 
Evhivu.. In atituniti It is cliiefiy fishing w'hich takca 
dll* (Exiwga to the sea^ and the trade ui dried sea-fish 
in in all three Klianats an important one. It has 

* Tkbl^k, i»i Ailitiiral Ui^Binfr sllnd ia liii fad Usif 

lull c( MiVT* tilic Soni^lj la Londs^tUAr lali T 

•■Itt tmn tlt*‘ few-o irtrcKu} Hrm* dl ibw Dilim of ffluch hp mdii ttifl 
oiiUTu tdiil^lius vpptgw Lamicitr It L* puetiblii ihit it mmj luf# ben 

» in Iff tbn frfii;nHli of tbv Wkler-wnm#] byl 

At ibu w aa Ibp am | iotruisil him iht OAOK HUlJifTTltie sdurt^i, 

tbid ih* avfmaf tAudu U fimi tual^ lb# Arf had of tW Ot^at, whbh^ 
Pi ntni ic a itTBld^lv dtfwfairtfl. piat 

llu nnddlc bmufil ^ nuno cf Ulkllia^ iAkd hnSm 1 nallPt 
rcTMfi, ibit tti* TTaninbng “ n^wrji wMad lo tbfr niniP erf tliC 

plmPOL cikon. mm «awil^ UlioiiB cooM^un^tlr kkftikil aiXh mj 
Amu Dct^Pu 
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become on olmo^t indL'^pcnaablo artiiile to ilio iribtihU- 
onte of the steppes, fiifjm tlioir lieuig^ too porAtmontous 
to feetl OD tncot, in spite of their wwJth In oof tic, a nil 
tlierefore prefernn^, os they do, dric'd hdi a(> its sub¬ 
stitute. til tlie spring, oil the other Inaul, ii 1“ the 
wild geese, lorge numbers of which are found orountl 
the several months of the river, which tempt oU tliosic 
who are fond ol' shooting t» the shores of tlic Sea wf 
Aral. At this season of the year also moat piljiriiu- 
nges take place, tinder taken l>v pious (Exliega to rhi.^ 
tomh of Tokmak fkba, which ia siiuiitcd ti|airi an 
island of tlie sume name, near thew' outlets. This 
saint is revered as the patron of dshemien, luul rest-4 
tinder a stnaU mausoleum, ir> the inner cell of which 
luive been carefully preaervad tliiYuigh remote agi^a 
his clothes and cooking utensils, unioiig which n cuuh 
dron is an object of [leculiur veiierAtion. I was told, 
that even the Russians verv rorelv lanil on this island, 
although access to it bos been greatly facilitated liy 
steam-vesselH, and that in caim tliey do viRit it, Ihvy 
never touch these relics ,—m if moved by TuTOluiirury 
feeliiiga of respect. 

In surveying tlxe whole coun?e of this remarkable 
river, from its source on the Serd-kul ( beginning of 
the sea) down to ite CRibouehure, we |>cr!*eiTe firstly, 
tliat it Is nor, oa Bunies asserts, navigable tliroughoiU 
ite entire length, but on the contmiy, that only from 
Kerki, or ratiier from Tcbihtinljuy dtnvii stream can 
il lie used for large and small craft. Upwank fnitn 
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tKase toTVBs wo meat notldijjj 1i>nt rafts, oarryinjj ftjol 
nnd tnnlicr, in whieh the slopes of tlie Bcdatlishtui 
mountnins ftboimcl, and supplying' the scantily wooded 
plain 8. but seldom used by familioa emigiifitiTig to the 
Lower Oxus. Between flezaresp and Eltchig, a pert 
of the river which ibmis one stage on tlie wny to 
IVikhara, larger bonts already are lifted fmm and to 
Khivn, which carry goods and victuals; but the greatest 
traffic is undoubtedly on that [jurl of the river, which 
flows ill the Khanat of Khiva, where the river, with 
im Toany towns along its banks, affords a favourite 
and cheap intanis, up as well a'^ down stncain, for the 
T.ran'ifMWt «f largo freight, and is used among the 
poorer classes even for personal liuer-coimnunicad.oti. 
Secondly, it aptatirs Ui me (I alistiun from making 
any iisaertion, not ^losscssing sufficient knowledge on 
the subject), that tlie Oxus has scanrely the capahtli* 
ties of liecomiiig the powerfiil artery for traffic and 
communication In Central A.siu, which poUricums, 
when speaking of the future of Turkestan, coiifidGntty 
expect. It never can become of the same importance 
ns the Yaxai'tes, whose waters at this very moment, 
niv ploughed by Russian steamerB, a conjecture Buf* 
fleiently warranted by the &ot, tliat the Russians 
entered Turkestan with their flotilla of the Sea of 
Aral, not by the Oxus, but by the Yaxartes, a river 
hw less faVTJiirable to their plans of r>ccupati<>n. It 
has been urged, that the unudiabited shores of this 
last-narntNl river arc of greater importance to the 
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Court of St. Piitorsbui^; but thU b a wgrtlilesA ai^i- 
meni, nod rests fsiiluly on our iroiit of pGojrraphical 
knowledge with reaiwct to Central AsU. 

With Steamers on the t>sus, the Russkns would 
not ouly have {jeen able to keep the Khanat of Khlvn 
in L’beck, to garrison the Ibrtreaa of Kungrat, Kipt- 
shak and ITezaresp, but they WDuld have hml the 
power of uitTodudng with the greatesi eiua* ji strong 
Barmin by Kitrakn] into Bokhara, and thus into 
tJie ven,' heart of Cenrml Asia, laid not the e:S.tnt* 
ordinarj' pht'sical ilifhculties of this route rendcrtnl 
such u aetieme imjnTketicuhle. Moreover, of this the 
Kuiisiiins themstdves beeaiae sufheienttv' ocmvineetl, 
wlicD Tuaking their verj’ firat appearance in Central 
Aaifi. Ajiart from thf* waterfRil at Kliodja Hi, the 
dangerotje cLifBj near Kiptebak oud the Klanak near 
Yampuk, the Oxus ofTcrs perhaps the greatest rlif- 
ficultiea to navigation in its mnner'nia ^indiHinke, 
which in some parts extend for nmny miles, and at 
the same time midcrgc* such rapid ctuuiges in con¬ 
sequence of the large quantity of sand the !>trenxQ 
carries along whit it, thnr it is quite impossible to 
take oboen'atious, and even tlie moat ezcperienctKl 
flteeranian can do no more than guess the iiav^hle 
channel by the colour, but can never indiente it with 
confidence or certainty. Thirdly, to regulate this 
stream, which at the beginning of ilm spring, and 
during the latter jiart of the aiihtmn, is almost two* 
thirds aroaller than in simimcr, wrmltl tw«t' fbegit^atest 
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disaiHtiQtagie tr. tht uJuiWtonts, «iiicc ita numerous 
«rTOfl ai«l not only are ncccssfary for tlic cnltivit- 

tlon of their, fiields, hnt supply witJi fWuktug wntor 
even the moflt iliatent. [Uirtit of the country, to fify 
nothing the mpkl current rendepiii'i such im nnder- 
tokinif extremely difficult. If tlu* Rlmn of Khlvn 
^vnnted to declare war against some rebelUoufi port of 
his country, he would first of all cut off the canal?* and 
aqueducts, a stroke of fwlicy which would be felt most, 
sw'crely; and a povemment, which were to shut the 
aluices in order to incroase the water in the bed of the 
Oxua, would comnitt aji act equlvulcnt to a declaration 
of hostilities against the whole country at once. 

Nfft <iuly lias the Oxua extremely rupd currents, 
liut k continually deviates from tta cfripinoi chaTniel. 
These deviations in the lower jmrt of the river liegin 
after its bend neiir Hezaresfii, and are thr more 
numerrms than is generally siip|Kjsed. Upon cnqiiir* 
tng of the itiliuhituiits alKnit them, they peckoned up 
more than eight on each side, and although'they may 
have included hi this estiniHte fiirmer cuitulo, never^ 
thelesa its irregularity iniisi he admitted. Taking 
this view, thert^ b very little difficulty in agreeing 
with Sir Flvnry Huwliiisoit, who fotmded tns assertion 
on a \Tiy valuable Persian iiiaiitiscrl]n.i that m former 
times the Sea of Aral hail m» exiaterice wliatever. 

The jouriHiy from Kuiigmt to Khiva is geiiemLly 
made by land, since it requires IVoin eighteen to twenty 
days up stream. The traiis|>ort of freight b made by 
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ttMter. Tliiin! ure three rQJKi& by kiiil ; t, by KiifuiC 
UrfjentU, which Iscailed thfe frumumr roiitCjttiid Avoids 
tlie Like$, ijiitlete utul :iniijs of the Oxus which at that 
sfinsoii of ihc vcftT are full to overflowing. This route 
uj tlie loiigtistf 156 faiiajkli* in Ictiglh; 2, i>y Khodjn 
Fit, a dktouco of 40 tiipsakh, ivhLch the tTRYellor prefiCfs 
in the winter, all tJit wutert- being frcti&eJi; lUid 3, the 
road iiti the right l«uit of ibc Oj;us by jlhuruldiaii, 
which Tnakqs sevend *uid runii tlirougli it great 

tuiuiy auid-9tep]*es. 

Our return Journey had to be nuide with oU possible 
sfieedt but iievertlielesis we were obliged to take Uie 
lung roiul by Kuhno CigendJ, ^Ve had the good 
fortune to join a party of tntVvUers, of whoui sotue 
were going to Kohne Urgendj, othtra to Khiva. jUI 
wei'e capitally mounted, and even the hor^ placed at 
our disposul ‘‘lilluir’ (out iif pious benevolcnin!) were 
voutig, viguroua pmmiilw, and , iis we curried no luggage 
except a few bisctiits with u stuall store of provtuous 
for our journey, 've rode brbkly along in spite of the 
heat, which even in the early mcming tnode itself 
felt. Leaving the gate of tlie town bebi}td ua, we 
rode across the wrell cultivated district of Kuugrul, 
keeping always a north-westerly direction, and then 
crosaliig a harnui tract of countiy, came to a large 
stagnant water, called Atyohi, 'U'hkh is marked out as 
the first stt^e, and is 7 iui'sakit king, A biidge leads 
over a narrow |>ftrt of iU and here the rood diverges 

• r^naSh (lA, » Ptomo baftid, •fcwii IS^OOU M m UmuX 

lU 
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in two pnrts, the oae of which skirts n low inotliitjua, 
edited hHxak Orgo, and, orossltig the great pbteau 
of Ustyurt, goes to Orenburg; the oUier teada to 
Kuhiie Urgeiulj. We took the latter route, and 
passing thrfiugh tbrests luid sandy tracts, now and 
then canur in sight of some ruin on eitiier elilc of the 
road, of wrbicli two w^ere pointed out as being worthy 
of notice;—^Kanagtinibfa (bluch dtjuie), near wbicli a 
salt b found as clear and white ns crystal, and the 
finest in the Khiomt, and Harsnkiltne^ (he who 
goes does not return), a ^kngeroun spot, iiilwhited 
et'en nt tlie present dtiy i}y evil spiritA, and whete uianv, 
who went tluire tbtm curiosiry, liave lost their lives. 
After u long ridic of five Lours wt reached the 
second station, called Kabiihetj Tl is an isolated 

fhnmtfswl, hut, in nccordaiice with au old tntstoin of 
the proprietors, we were received and inHited with 
great liospitality, and remerat>ering that we had the 
proti|X!ct of a long ride of eight hours from here t<i the 
next stage, Kizihi higdtun, our kind host Jwd not for¬ 
gotten to provide m rit breakfast with meat juid bread. 
It was still dark when we staried. Uur couiptuiions 
were exainmiug their wcapona with the nttnost care, 
which made me fear that we might ^lerluips have to 
piias some hostile trilie of the Turkomans; but they 
removed my tmeasinotsfi on tlib {wint. cautioning me 
at the same tltnii that we should have t<i travel the 
wboh- flay long in a tldck fori.'&t, in which there were 
many pint hers ikiul wili.1 bijars, wliifih sotnetittics 
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luive kcowTi to iittiick tUc tTOvellei'. They mltletl, 
thul ultliGUgtt they never reached the pLicv of clanger 
dll hrond ihiylight., yet they iiivnrinbty moved forward 
with the greatest cjrcumiT]>e<;tioji, and, aljove all. put 
great coitddence in their haraes, wfateh no sooner pHch 
irp their eai's, or begin to snort, than each ami all 
seisiB their weafKins, It ia well known that lions oud 
panthers in a climate like that of Central Asia are ior 
leori dangerous than their brethren in India and AMco, 
and therefore I did not share the fears of my ^^ouiig 
Tartar conij^aiiion ■ cut the oontRiry, I rather longed lor 
udventure imd the excitement of the chase. The 
CEtibeg, however, like u trite Amtic, pussoesee un 
excitable itnogitiatiou; there was neither trace nor 
sound to indicate tliat we were oear the abode of the 
thig of animals, and we saw nothing but some herds 
of wild boars, who with a loud crash made their way 
ilmtugit riie thick underwood, and on immemte, nay, 
fabulous □ umber of* Guinea'lbwl and pheasants, of 
which we made rich spoU lor <rtir evenittg hall, 
Tliese birds are tti this Jiart of the couutiy of a 
much finer flavour than in JEatendmn, the Gtlzbcga 
alsi> uiidei^tend Ikr better duui the Persians to dress 
and cook thum. Kmerging fronj the fortist, we soon 
came in sight of the fortified place KlzilUjhagolan, 
which b inhabited by (Ezbegs* We arrived tiierc m 
good time, and the following mortuag continuod oar 
road miFoSA u (bstrict lubuhitcil by Ytimiita 

ICohne Utgendj is considered the fourth statioa, 
although the journey thither does not occupy almve 
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ilirct: hiiurfr. This uiiiCLent nmtiiothjilia of fiir-farn<?(l 
Klifnvjtni^ U) Central Asia, ia the jioorest of aTI iIioim; 
cities in wlu«h have shiiiwl tht* swue SssAv. mill 
howAVet ttiucli forntiir splcndnar Is itii 

^ord ami itTilihg, I could not liotp at the 

eiglit of its still exifitmg ruius, tliut it laid Itecii Uh' 
CiCiitro of no fiighcir tluiti ToriiLr clvilisaticm. The toviti 
of the prcAetit is tanaJl, <lirtv and iusignificiiiitf 
although it muAt have been mudi larger in fonmer 
times, to judge foam tlte ruins that lie scattered ouT^ 
si lie the wJL These ruins are not older than the 
Tslamitlc era, and date from the reign of Shulii Kim- 
rcxtuLoii, ail epoch of u higher culture. The most 
nmrkable object hera is the masque ol' Torelieg Khaiiim 
(not Eiiiui of which I have already made mention in 
my “ Travels,” and wliich is krger luid more splendid 
tlian Raxreti Ptihllran. The latter, tie^'crthclofls, 1ms 
Ih'CU considered httlmrti^ilm Jiiiewt mouiiment in Khiva, 
and it must, be admitted tliat with its works in Kiishi 
(ghmed tiles), in which throughout the yellow colour 
predominates, it is not inferior to any architectural 
iDDmimenf of the same kind in Turkestan. Further 
is seen die nmuaideuina of Siteikh Sheref with a high 
azure dome, of Piriyar, the father of the very celel>ratei] 
Ptdilivnn, und of Slieikh Xedshm ed-din Eiibera. The 
latter lias of late been roiitorHl from decay by the lilie- 
rality of 3Iehemmed Kmiti Klmn, 1 was told that there 
are m theiidghlKiiirhood so vend towers and waIJa huiU 
of stone, wach as Puldslioydu (money destroyed) which 
is distant (hrwf hfiiirs' jnumey. Whenever a storm 
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pluUgUsi up t3i(? aanil'hilb tUerc, coitua niu] viEisst^b of 
gold jind sllvor Are ditfoovenetl, aiul jieople who tako 
the crc>ublB of ttifliitg the xjuid^ ftiid frequently their 
hiliour Amply requited, Thero b aLio tlte AyfiHiieu), 
or double kiosk of Ayaancm uud ShuhiSAncm, the 
luinuii^ jMilr of lovterft, wloxte ronuuitlc late fomut the 
subject of u collection of eonga ft^quetitly sung by the 
mtive mmatrelit. The tiame AjijHairw to he a stereo¬ 
typed muue for any two UMlatetL ruhui, aince there are 
^huh^Anems to be found in other pirts of Kfalvn and 
Bokluira, aa Krell ua in the neighl>oiir!iorMl of Herat, 
and eveiywhcrc the sAnie legends are recorded of 
them with few vanutiuns. 

At Kohiic Urgendj the road divides, twill branches 
Tunniug nt a stnall distance from each otlicr. The 
«rtie leas ii^|Uented runs by Porau and Yilali, and ia 
taken by people who trH^'el in large |!cirties; the 
[iroximity of the inaraiitling tribes of the Tshaitdors 
and Yomut Turcomans, rendering the naid, at hauit a*i 
E ar fui Tuebhatis, very itiBccure. The second rood, 
nearer the Oxua, runs with few Interruptloim along 
its banka, a tract of coimiiy strewn with Ihrmatca^b 
(tiavlis), villages and hiutdeta. This mad b generally 
taken in suiomert although it la the longer of the two^ 
lUid more trouhlesomc on occortnt of the iiuujy 
ditches and coriala for irrigation. W]n;rcftS, a caravan 
must keep together as tar as Tashhauz on tire farmer 
roocl, travellers cn the latter may jwrt comjiany hs 
early oh at KipteluA, nud each coiituiue his w'av 
separately. 


CHAriEE X. 

MY TARTAR. 


[ conceive it to imagine a greater 

coiitTOSi cliaB ail AMadCj more fAarfioularlj a Cen¬ 
tral Asiaiie^ who, m late oa two years in 

hifl imtiomJ garb of ample width, hanguig aliout him 
in locm tbld^ was fcediiag on the ^ple and prmiitive 
fare i>f a nomadic [Jctiple, aitd whcsi, at the present mo* 
ment, booted and spurred, move* about iu the cloa<dy- 
fitting costume of the HTiTigiirjans. an<l h aIrraJy ae- 
eustomed to the £x»il itnd manners of the Wesst; one^ 
who, destined to lead the life oi a Molliih, ojtce 
his tune in tlie lonely cej] of the iledresse Mehemmed 
Einin at Xhi\'n« absorbed either in praver or in the doc^ 
trinea of blmuhim, and wlio is. now seen mm mg over 
tJie large folios in the librat^'' of a Etiropean acadomVi 
acc^uainted with books on philosojjhy, or the histoty of 
the world and religion, Greek and Latin liteiatiir'e, 
and nnmWrlcss authors beddes ■ who scarcely ever had 
heard the name of Europe, or \uu\ heard it fRantioned 
only in tonna of the utmost ablwrrence^ who bierw no 
other iiiatitutjons, no other phases or aspects of men and 
thing s, hut thiise in hi^ owri wilil Eitstem w'orld, and 
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recognised tliese alone as true and misonable;—mid 
■who now i» reading the leading nrtiel&s af European 
newspnpei^ discussing the <lifler!snt jxilitics of W'esteru 
countries^ and unheahatingly nmkiiig the boldest com- 
pariaotte between the EjisternaJid Western lieniiapherea. 
These are certainly dcair and sharjdy-ileftnefl coH' 
tnwts, and such contrasts my friend tlie MolJah eKbibits 
"^inpropri&f/ersoa/l ^"—'the lEailjl whom I brought witJi 
me from Central Asia, wlioni 1 met wirh whilst on Ids 
way to Mekko, who became i«y cmujuuiioii and nsso- 
ciate, and who, iusteotl of the holiest of holy cities, 
now U-Fea whli me in the luetroiMlis of l■l^ng»ty^ 
How [ succeeded iu mdticing him to form this resolu¬ 
tion has been to many a matter of the liveliest curiosity 
ki know; nor were their L'iu)ulriea leas eager as to the 
impresaloti made ujwii him by my roetamorjihoHis from 
the pious dervish into the Eurcuiean travel Ut. fhie 
fuiidamenttil error ran through all these enquiries,— 
nomelv, the strange belief that tny change bftd been 
as sudden as tlmi of the chty‘itaU» to the butterfly. It 
was, ou the contrary', extremely gradual, and its vari¬ 
ous phases are the more interesting, since tlicy illua- 
trate in a fltriking manner the difference between 
Eastern and Western life. The history nf my trana- 
formation, in &ct, deserves to be given m detaih 
I first met my Tartar, as 1 tnentioned before, In 
Khiva. A MoUah, yoiuig and tmiiuatsd with a desire 
for travelling, he was in search of a Gom^isnirm on his 
journey to Mekko, and in the fiill iHdicf to find in tne 
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n Turk Qiw! n !krotuiniG<kTi, the most tsuitAtile ffcUow'- 
tmvellcr, lu? Ht once attaclierl himself to iiit the 
utmost ardotir ami devodcm. the CArly jiart 

of our ftcqiiaititance lie isnvr in me merelj the leumcU 
i^totloh} the wild zealot, whom he appifutelietl witli tJiii 
gn^teat Feriemtioii, listening' triost attentively to even' 
word thnt fell from my lips, Siidi wiis the rektiem 
that ejdateci between us throtiglioiit. our journey to 
Bokham^ SHmarkand, and Kurshi, us far os the bunks of 
the Oxus. Here I become more cotiUdentiaJ towmrds 
him: ocawiDimlly I put off wmewliut the dkguise of 
my affix'.tcd ioncti^; we grew more ond more intimate 
by degntcBi our slender store of provistcus put 
into one corotnoij Ixig, umi as he wns tiiomiighly honest 
and true-hearted, Ids sincere and lojid frimitbMp Iw- 
eameagreat supijort ami comfort to me on my solirmy 
and perilousjoumfy. Only slowly, and witli difBcnIty, 
cmdd he accustom Idmaelf to a real luid mutmi] iiiti- 
mact’ t md m our Iteggiiig expetlitiims he would tiikc 
upon himself, os his own undisputKl task, to collect 
the heavy contrihutions, sticli as wood, flour, &c,, 
whilst he left to me ihe lesa oneitius htiainess of col¬ 
lecting tlw pence. In the evening he imde it Ids. duty 
to pre[iare the supper, and, after having served die 
rice on a piece of ntg or ft b^xird, il was alwaj-s » mat¬ 
ter of conscleimc with him md to touch it until T (md 
twice bellied myself with my lumds. I dc» not know 
wEmthcr veneration or conscience inspirei] him with 
this exce^ve respect, hut, tm the cause wfuiT it niav. 
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he mvarJably shrank from jilusing liini^H-li'iti a pwitioii 
«f Not wishinp^ to Hfnill his plcafinrc, I there¬ 

fore let liiin do exactly ah Jic pIcMCf]. 

On orjT Journey from theOxus to FI unit, my feijmed 
dcvoubiiifls viaihly flccpEaged in exact {mt|ic>rtlou as the 
distance between me and runtitii^ Bukhom kept tiicn^- 
iiig, Pmytra, ablutions, piona meditations—lUJ hccjunc 
loss fre(]uent. My Tartar, no di^iibl, olwerved (Jus, 
but it did not seem to trouble him, and he iicoommo- 
(lattnl iiimtHslf mignulj^ngly Ur his master, His ques¬ 
tions on rcli^on were fewer, but he Uictciied instead 
with more eager iiticntiou to tny dcHcriptiotia and nor- 
nitices of ibo foreign land of the ‘Freiigi,* and (he 
pictures f drew of thoac morveJlous countries of the 
Such lectures os these were usuoilv delivered 
during our night tnarelies, when we were riding aVigrt 
in iiidmnte ctmverse^ and at souie lUstajico from the 
carawi, The {deaatiro. I felt in being able to tulk of 
my beloved West in a lutrliamus country, surrounded 
fls I iVHS with dangers in m doing, was tiot greater 
than niT Tartar's astonishment when he beard that 
dtere were towns more Jieautiful tluin boklinra, and 
countrit^ W'hcre it woe posidble to travel without fear 
of roblwrs or of dying with thimt. He wils especially 
struck when 1 assured him that the * FrengU,’ bo fiir 
frotn i>eing the sa^'dge, pitiless caimibols, such as they 
hod been represented (o him, [siAseotoyl heart and fit*!- 
ing, and tliat they were infinitely superior lo tlieir 
rejuitcd character in the Fiust. ruder diA'erent cir- 
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cuiBSCnnctis lio might have doubted tho truth of my 
sfwrtiorui; but as T, thu Etirndi^ his teacher and 
ma^fter. (Utsurcil lilm of these JkctSt he placed ImpUiCit 
belief in nil I told liim. Xo wonder that T whs pleased 
with Lis for knowledge and his lot^tyt awd that 
i in Tctuni became greatly attached to my young Tar¬ 
tar, iloreoviT, he kept iiA iiuich iis poasiWe altxif from 
tile other Ociitral Asiftiics, his countrymen, uniting 
himaell more closely to my society. As soon as 1 
perceh-cd—which 1 could not foil to do fiefore lung— 
rhnl w>mething cotlld he made of the young man. I 
resolved not to kt him leave me, but, if possible, to 
take hun Wi"ith me to Etirope. If such was my detemii- 
natioii long l>eft>re we came to I lomt, it was still further 
strengthened by the brilliant proofs of Uia attacliment 
DTiil lidelity which iie showed to me during our resi¬ 
dence in tills town. Jlere, us is already known, niy 
sutferiiigH luid privations reached their climax. Totally 
without mtuins, I had not luifrequcntly lo beau* bD the 
torments ot hunger | and whenever, at this advanced 
iSauMiu of the year, the cold prevented my sieepiug 
dtmiig the night it was my young Tartar who honestly 
hiian'd with me iiia poor thin rugs, in order to procure 
for me a wanner covering and a f|tiiet sleep, Durim' 
these six weeks that we spent in Ilerat we suflered, 
inileeih greatly; but I tried to strctigthen the courage 
of iny LomiAUiion by assuring him that we should 
meet with eertam help tij f’ersijL The idea that a 
pWTK Sunnite should fiire well m the lieretical country* 
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of the Shittca, appefirttl Ur him 3iifneifjitly droll; but 
tht child-Hhe iniiiiccijice <jf tiis heatt, and his uiiittlectcd 
coaiidcnce iu me, prevented his niakln>? nny fui'ther 
coryL'crurea. Ue Looked, like with iiiteiiai; 

lurii^iuj^ to the frotitiers of Jran, and the capittd of 
K huroABaii. 

At last we rarived in Meebed. The lieai’t.v friendship 
of the EugliAti ofilcer h(av, and his kiruhiesa towards me 
4M well as mj' coinpeiuijn, w'ere a% first u jireat pttzxle to 
mj' Turtai’. He knew Dobnoge was a I'rengi ;—what 
strange thoughts must have, cnosaeil hiS' iiiiiid, in Ids 
iisionlelimont at seiiniig me, Uie [iioiis Mobamothm, 
his “clusf spirituol,” sit for hours in the eomfamy of 
tm tmljoHevcr^ UilMng vinth him In n foreign huigmgo, 
nay, eating with him out of nne and die same dislu 
I he sorvunts of the English ofHeor, mid iiidecd ever)' 
one iu t he town, repeatedly dec brad to him their 
opinion that Iiis muster was a Frangj in dh^uiso. He 
shuddered at the thought, and although lie heard 
these suspiciotia with tueiingoorangerund indignation, 
yet- he never questioned me on tliis fjoiul, and his firm 
Cuth in me ivuiained luistmken. Moraorar, his at¬ 
tach meiir to me naturally increased, fnim finding in 
me at idJ t{me» u fHend and protector, espociatty on our 
jouniey to Teheran, when, un account id ItU Turiar 
costume, hu had frtxjUeritlv to encounter the ill-will of 
the vimlictive Shiites. On my j«irt, nguin, it was, I 
consider, no i^malt risk, to travel for a whale month 
alune with this unui. to jmws wiuJe nights sloiie witli 


ISfi SKETCnES OF CENTHAI. ASIA. 

him ill dej!olitc spiitft, untt Hiiigl(> evil tbougiit 

ojiso in his heart, and it would have been jin CAsj 
liuittcr fhr him to kill me during my [huon-iiiiy sltim- 
bers on the tifxiii rotitl, and. ctmTiog wlh him my 
horwsA, weajiotis mid tnoucy, to esKro^ie tlio dceert 
northwanl to tb** Turkomima. But I never harboured 
any such stispicioti, FtiUy coaiiilitig in him, I en- 
ti'iisted to hifi ehftrjm iny musket, EiWon] aud horse; 
when lirod mid fatigued i stretched myself oat upon 
the fiand and sh:pi eouttdly ami oeciirely, w hils t he 
noted ii» aeiitinel; for ut tlie verj' be^iiiDmir of our 
nctitialn^Tiee 1 hud dUiwvered tiuil he had a true heart, 
and I eatmot any llnit I hiivo ever once been mlstaketi 
in tliia respect. 

It was in Shalirud wliere he saw me for a second, 
time, embnicc an unbc-liover. He was struck by it, 
iind wuid; “ My master, thou art truly wise, in always 
assocladn^ with the Frtmgis; for thesie Bersians, el* 
though tliey twUnve in the Komn and in Mahninmod, 
are. In? heaven t a htmdi'ed times ivoree than the on- 
believere!’' On this occasion he expressed to me iUpo, 
nftiT having (net n second ETtglishnum, liia surprise at 
findiuft these Frenpis. both “ outwardly and inwardly, 
such ugreeahle ]>erm>}ts;" and yet he found it difficult 
to approach them. He would stare at them mjhI seru- 
t,ini7.e Uitmi for hours, proving dtiarly that, although 
he luvl purdy got riii of his deeply*fouted pngudkea, 
a certain degree of shyness and reserve waa still cling* 
tug U* itiii). 


«r TAHTAU. 


157 

Diiring^ the latter jwrt of imr miirch tinvardj} tlie 
Feralajj i^apititl, iny jayiiiiB oenisi'nuiUy wake 

within me soihe leng-forgotteri (wing or luehnly. I 
l)e^n first (» wlibiile, tuiid tJieu to ^in^, airii 

<»f certain ojieras. Whistling Is nut {intcllitotl iti (he 
East, aiifJ njganled as extreiiicty Irivolons and inde* 
euroue; ncTii^rtheli;«ft, he was greatly [ileaseii with thi‘ 
charming melodies .from tiie Tmiiliadoiir, Lucla^ ami 
ethers. He asked me with griiat utilvetie, whether in 
Mekka }>eoplo recited the Koran tvith thew neeoniputii- 
merits, mid was greatly astonislied when I rejdied in 
the negative. 

It was at the post station of Ahuiui for the first 
time he heartl me uilhiJ hy tiiy Ei)ni|.>van iittme. This 
luime touched the tejidcrest film* of his heart, luid tiu 
iloubt be struggled long and iiahifiiily Ik'forp he ibund 
tlic courage U* tfiicstioit me. ! n^plicd, thul I w'niild 
give him an answer in Tehemii. and tins set Inni at 
rest for a dnic. On tny arrival in 'rehentn. I lixlget] 
with my old friendft in the Turkish ciiihHS5y% The 
young E fend is, who rej>rosent*?d the Sultan, were 
iasbionablc Euro{K^n tliplumatista, iH^aring the sigriA 
of Frengiistiiin far stronger colours tluin my self. This 
lesarruetl hia Mtapicioitsf and wdicu I cnliglircneil him 
on the modent .civilisation of Ins Smmltic brethren in 
the West, he gradually l>eCHme aw»n‘ of the imjiteiiMj 
gulf between StaEulK)!]! and Ilokliam. He ans told i^f 
the ocmtinurius efforts of tlie O^numlls to a^jiitnihite 
thcmsclvea as much as jfOSHhlc to the- Wc^lem iruiin* 
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mid tlielr cultims and ita could not belp following 
thU example himself. If we take into account, that 
he saw and heard nothing hut Tvhat wa* good and 
axcelleac of the few Frengls whom he hod hitherto 
Ibifl the i»piK>rttit)it 3 ’ of knowing, it wua imturaJ that 
his hatred and his prejudices should vnnlslt flay hy 
<tay. 

In Tcltenui he made the nctpiaiijtance of a oountT}'- 
imiij of ntine, Mr. Szdnto, who frequently came to seo 
me, tuid witli whom he was £o<ai on terms of iutumicy. 
SzAntd told tiim with no sninlT joy, (hot hr and Ins 
master (he metmt me) were the only Magyare in For- 
fiia. The Magyurs, moreover, tlm phihdogizing tailor 
added, on- the kiiHlied of the fljananlla,- a scatetnent 
the Tartar felt .suqihjjefl at, hm which did not exactly 
disquiet him, our long intercourse and fiiendahip re¬ 
conciling him to all tie saw rmd heard, And seeing 
in me more ofrectiou and ktudness tliaii in the genuine 
Turk, the trifling diflerenca ns to nationality (rouMed. 
him very little. He roved alvnit cheerliiily in Tehe- 
nin, nuikiiig himself acquainted witJi the nuuiiiers and 
[afiguage of the Persians, mwl was extremety glad, 
when, after a reaideiice «f seveml week^, we were 
saddling onr horties once more for our journey to Con* 
standiiople. 

Hitherto no otiicr ]>|ftn liad lieeu talked of, ljul rhat 
he waft to accom|m]i 3 ' me i±s fur as Constatitinople, and 
from tlience go on to Mekka liy Alc.'caiidrift. Bui «ajii 
I perceived tlmi tM« original plan no longer ph-osed 
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liiin, fltid tliAt he mtendL’d to Ho otlierwise. Our Jife 
ht the Turlcixli cnibas^ iit Tehemn. whtri; eventliitijj 
wua iirnin^ed ftfter tlu? £un:)|H!fln uuuuier, uiiJ our ffe- 
tiuerit uitemiUrue -wirh emlweislcs, htiH shown 

luEo a juarl of Western life in n vtuy (ilesutmiT asjH.i'tf 
and awakcne<] In him the* Hesixe to visit with toc these 
womierfii) vountrivs. Nor is it illfHciilt to ittulerstmjH 
how his oripTiul bii^'n|r. to pro^itrate the 

grwre of tile holy Prophet, receded more and ttmn; 
into the haekgrouncL lli» sound utnlershuidtug wns 
not lori^ if) penctratinjif this reUi^ioiis hujiihu^; nndt 
having iitititrolly h great love tor ml venture, lu* jkh»ii 
resolviad, instead of the illustnotis Mekku, to go mid 
visit Frengistiin, u noutjtiy fornicrly thought of with 
dread and detestatiun, 

T preteiideil not to obsc^rre what wu* pHssing in his 
mind, ami putting hltii ott shoix' at (’oiistaiitiiiojih*, I 
was about to take Iwive of him, after having nmplr 
proTuletl hiiii with uioney. Tlie young lurtnr kaikefl 
at me lixedty with teurs in his eves, ami In spite of 
the sight of the proud tninuret, in of the cmwd 
of orthodox wursiiippers who surmundf'd him litire on 
every side, be felt constimnerJ t« suy to me, in n voice 
tromhling with emotiuiL and Interrufiteil by frequent 
sobs: Eferuti, do not leave nn* lierv behniH uiune. 

Thou host hrotight me from Turkf^tun into du» stmnge 
land: I know here no one hut tliee. I follow tluH', 
gladly, whithersoeyerthou guest!"—wiit tlum 
oome with me (o Frengistan?” I oskeil him; ‘‘frum 
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thence it is ven* hu: to Mekkit; there hI'q no mosques 
and public baths, no Mtis^uhnnti fbod ; how wilt timu 
live there?" For n monient he seemed perjjk'xwl; 
but after a brief silence he replied: **The Fren^is lire 
auch ^ood and kind }ieo]ile; 1 should like to see tiieir 
counttyi and iiftenvards I \rill return to Siam bool." 
I required no more, FuUy ntuderstutiding the clmruc* 
ter of mvCentrul Asiulie frit:fld, I embarked with him 
once more on the shore of the Bosphorus, and in three 
days he was ulifady upco] a steiuiier <iii the [hukulw, 
Burroiiuded by EuropeaTis mid on his w'ay to the not 
tkr distant CH]nCDl of Hungary, On hoard the ateanier 
I found him ofteu absorbed in thought. Xot yet veu* 
turins; to taste Europeim fcxxl, he gazed at ovciy'Thing 
around Imn witli a shy tiuiiJstj', but grailtnJjy he greiw 
accustomed to the tnivelxv of the scene, imd u few dat's 

• w 

later he prtitnejiaded the streets oi* Pestli in Boklmni 
costume. During t he first lew days be could scarocly 
find words, so full was he of umazemem. Everything, 
tndtioii, appeared to him like unencliantiuent. He lul- 
mirufl uU he sawj Irian the square*hewn jsivliig stones 
b the streets tu tlie lofty buildings and towersj and 
it con easily be Imagitied wliat ringular, mid at times 
oomicui, remarks be minJei—lit, the j5on of the desert, 
in the midst of one of the first erfina m Europe, He 
was much struck with the quick walking of [joopio ui 
the streets, and the rapid movementn rd' the v^chiclcs; 
but, above all, the women arrested Ids atteiitlon; and 
he ooutd not understand fiow^ flit Frcngi, clever ami 
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they cuuld ullow thetr woiiivti- 
futk to apjHiitr ill puUlif^ in sttioh cliinuiy aud ij|jiix»uth 
tittiru, and withtmt nuy jS'ixticcstimi- In Uie tlay tmie 
J of^dn isaw liitu Ktiurding liy tUe tclogni|ili wtrt^ lis¬ 
tening to the sounds diut |XUisvd along tliem. At night 
bn woxUd stare »t the gas lonijia, full of enrioHily to 
tlifioover whethci' It was the iron that was hnniing. 
At the hotel, tlie luxurj'* und uuiguiliciiuct rluit hut- 
rounded him hUed Iilm w'itfi ustonlslitiient. Judging 
of everj' |wreon he met by Ills dress, he rcganled cii-eiy 
i«ie us fiotne mighty lord or pi>teutuU-, »intj frequently 
exukbned: *' Oh I thk is u liuppy coimtr^’! Here seems 
to be not u firngte l>our inun ’" He soon ticcus- 
tomed to tile looks of curiosity that followed him 
Yrhercver lie went. His former dtend of the Frengi 
Imd cudroly disuppeiired; be bud » pkiisant frioe for 
every one, mid frequently cntciYul eagerly into cos- 
versutlou witii tlie first {lerson be met, forgetting, in 
his cliaructerisde momier, that no one could uuder* 
stand him; and he would go on talking to bk heart's 
content, \s-itliuut ludng in the least diEturbed by the 
surprise exhibited by (hose he wns thus mldresaing. 

1 shtiuld nuBjt gladly have taken him on with me to 
lv<U]don, luui 1 not deemeil It better for him to leave 
him for the while behind in Himgsry* A friend of 
mine, wlio lived in tlic omniry, ittoeivwi hint kindly 
into his house; and when, after a year’s ahsence, f re¬ 
turned from England, I was not a little to 

find my young Tartar liressetl in the Huiigarku coa- 
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flime, andf mslciul vt the ttirliuii, with I 1 I 0 hiur Eiicety 
cuH>id and triTninc^t with a rather droU air oiid dc- 
nitaiiour. and a certub stiff gravity b hia maimer. 
Ho had I tamed the Huiigartun laitgiiage iti a Tery 
ftliort titne) he wtis cvtjrywhcre liked and IiDortilv 
wcdcomcd, aud when, fur the firae time, I raw him 
pmiu-tly tlres^-'ied, and with gloves on lus lumda, ttilkiiig 
Miosl courtemtsly and eaniestlly tii a lady in her tlraw- 
bg-rv»(»ni. t could Brarcely refndu from laughter. Two 
voftT* Bgvj n lilolltth Ilf a Mtdrerae, he is now grown 
into Ijaif a fkndyb truth wimr caimot be tnade of 
Bii Oriental? liciiig able to write as vvell na 
Hmigarkn, njy friends kindly pracured him ua aji- 
fiobDiient 03 assistant-lihrarkii in the Academv, 
ivhiidi iKvsitioii Ite fills nr rhe firescnt moment. When 
I question him ub^ut \m new life, imd idfc to libi of 
the difTerenec between Eastern md Western jniimiera 
laid haliita, 1 find thnt bis fnist life floats like a dream 
aanm his mbd. wiiich he cberiidjcs only as a distant 
reiiimwcence, liiii whbb he would not on any account 
ejichange for hk preiseiit exiatence. He rarely feela 
nay longing for his native homi-, anti be fovea our 
Western cmliratiorr for the following rcn.wns. Lr the 
first place, he h ptirtlcularly with the perfect 

securi^' that society alferris to the irjdividim], and the 
absence of aiiy arblirtiry tynuiijy on the part of the 
Govertitniait, In Central Afib a man's liare life is not 
«fife on tin- roods from robbcT^i; b the towns be b 
threatened with constant diitiger iWin. the foirhamus 
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tli*cre«8 of tlie Tin? frequiJiit cnitil u^ccu- 

tions, the desohitiog civil ivTira in liist have 

never struck him until now, when lie hua Ijecome 
awn re how chounauds of perMna cotno in daily coiicoct 
with each other, witkmt quarrels, fighting, or blijod- 
she«] ensuing'—ull cojificquenceaof frequent occurreiioe 
in hia uative countiy. Scconilly, the comfort which 
Eitno[>enus enjoy, ut ouce l>euefit& and captivate'^ him. 
lie hnds the houi^e of u simple citii^ii Wtter ajqiomted 
tlian the («lacc of his sovereign The deanlmesa iu 
dresfi and food, the reciprocal officer of kindtiess and 
c<>urtcaie8 of society, fiiv magnets which atttnet him 
and make liitn foiget his nide ouvl uncivilised home. 
Thii'dlv, it is a 8i?ecia1 delight to him to find that the 
various differences of religion oitd tuitiuimllty are 
ecarccly ever felt here, whilst, in die Enat they form 
the atrtiiigcst barriers botwtien man and man. With 
him at home tlie men; notioii of rijating the coimtry 
of tlie Frengi would have been certuin death, and now 
he lives in the very heart of their loud, not only witli- 
out encountering hostility, but actually teceived with 
cordiality and affection. 

With n^anl to hij’ feelings on lalumism, hia iiwu 
specuhitioJis h ad jdrtiady in isoiiie degree enUghtened 
him. He oliserved that the tieurer he ajiproochtsi ihc 
Went, the more Mahoniettm fanadcianL decreascil, and 
oa he, in projiortloii with its decrcaae, drew nefirer 
and nearer to humanity jimi order, he could not help 
auspectii^ very soon that Ishindsm, or at tcuat the 
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L-ikinT«m Le knew atul conlessed, wns the declored 
enemy of civUisiittua aJid refinement of life, sncJi m 
iit* met in Europe. Be hits never yet tittered u 
word of avtrskm or reproiu'tii when referring to the 
diictrinis of the Arabian prophet, but his subtle and 
speculative thtuirieji sufficiently indicate that a strong 
revolution iias been wMugiit within him. ’Without 
wifiiiiug ti> Hifsign the cause of this givat contrast ho* 
tween the East and the West solely te the influiJiice of 
Oiiristhmity, he has, nevertheless, arrived so fiir in Iiia 
coiiclurions a» to comprcliond tlmt our western cukure 
and mode of life are inoumpatible w'ilh the teachings 
of Maliomct. He has never yet dbtlnctty expresised 
to me ids iircferenre of either one or iJie other religion, 
and it will probably be long before he will venture to 
give expresiioii tt» miy thought of the hind. His 
allusions and fragmentary remurks, however, prove 
that his mind is occupied mth questions of this 
nature, and that tlte great struggle wiih himself has 
begim. 

Such, indeed, is the liuttoiy of every ^russuhnan, 
whether Fartor, Arab, Persian, or Turk, as soott as 
hr becomes thorxiughly acquainted with our westeni 
civUisfttion—u complete tmtisformaticai Inu seldom 
ocenTs, ^ Ihc highly important question, wlieiher tJie 
civilisation of the East or West it, the better—whether 
the teaching of Christ or of Mohaimned Is tlje true 
rollon, will Ifmg remam undecided Ity liie mtitms of 
Asiat^ay, so long, I feel inclined to say, as the rays 
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of tliu jirtxiucc ^vtth iiii e, tompcrnto, with a 
buniiiig, Iieitt; loog bh liit: tmt 

&ud iLe west* W ere it poeaiijle to briujf iJit ductriaes 
of Ciimtiiutit}’ titorc iuto cotilormity with their vicwb, 
by i^iittuig aside those of tiie ImrsniJitiim aiid tliu 
Trifiity, and were these tenets^ tims inoditlud, put 
into the jtLiue of the Koran, opportunity might iie 
pmsenteii of making a aomlL, but utdy a very Knin.1l , 
step in advance* 1 s&y advisedly a ismaJl step, since 
Christianity, though sprung fr«;»in »n Eaiiteni Eias 
long ago proved to 1>e a plurit wMeh can only Kourish 
in tl*e West. And vrho wimhl deny that the Koran 
and Verbis, created us they are by nu Kaatem mind 
and in the p|nrit of Euatem iititiot,8, are priced and 
revered by Uiwu above everything liesidefl? Their dis- 
appearniicc W'ould bruig new and sumilur pi\HlucT.irtTLi 
into emteiicu. I vetiture nlmast to assert that tht 
Chnstiau tenets would, u^er a tintc, ta>come trans¬ 
formed, on liastem soil, into a sort of Konm or Vedas, 
in order to be the typical embtaliment <if oriental sen¬ 
timent, and he recognised by urtentols as iheir real 
and peculiar pro[ierty. Are not the Xt^Upfiiuis, ,4rrue- 
ulans, and otliur tbllnwers of tbc Eiistem Churoti^ alt 
disciples of Christiamty? hut as great »s the dtlfercnc^ 
is Ijetween them and tlicir co-religionists tti luuropef 
so iltt lo dn they differ tn their mwle of tlh>ijght, dieir 
feelings, and views of tite, from their Mohanmiedau 
fuUow-couiitty'men In the En<U. 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE ROUND OF LIFE IN BOKHARA. 

“Hadji! Thon Kusty f am sure, many 
tries—tdl me now, is there unotlier city in the world 
in which it k BO to reside aa BoUuim?'' 

Such was the inquiry mth which I was frequent^ 
greeted in the Tartar capital, even by men who hutl 
already several times visited India, Persia, and Tur> 
key. My answ^cr uiamtliese occaaione it is not of course 
flillicait to divine. Questions of a nature bo del Irate 
are an emijamusment to the traveller when he b In 
Parifl, Loudon, or Su Peterelmrg, just as much aa 
when he b in Constantinople, Teheran, or Bokhara, 
One encouufers t^jtiEm everywhere, 

Bokhara, tlie focus of Taku- civilimtiort, posessea 
k^j'ond a doubt much to reiniiiil one of a capital, par- 
ticnlorly when a maii witera it as a traveller, coming 
immediately from a jonrnev of many weeks threugh 
deserts and aolitudea. iVs for the lusmy of its dwefl- 
iugS its dresses, and manner of living, tJiat hardly 
ntfirits attention at all when compared with wlmt is to 
lie seen in the cities of We^cni Asia. Still it lias its 
peculiaritir’s, width prevent one wondering so much 
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tliilt iiiiWt tiiKl iHtrtiftllty tHui>t.fc3C tlie B«>ktiftnot to Itc 
[^miLcI uf ]ib native city. 

The housses, huill of mud and wotxl, present, with 
their crooked whUh. n *rh».niiiiftr ^(txxirsiiicit 

thiiu the ttwcUiiipj^ of other MiilirtnimotliUi cities, t hi 
cutei'in^r the wuiri through the low gnlowny, otic 
kiuciL^ oucsfiilf iu a tortrC'fn. t.Jii nil the stdes thcio 
nre lilfiU walK wliieli serve us n |irioteijti"at not isi 
much thieves un the iiimitory ujiliiii'x 

of intriguing tieigliljourii, Li ihjkhuni, the most 
sluiuiclcss stuk i‘l' tiiimiity ihiit I kimH' iit the I'.iwl,. ii 
glfluce oven fttfin a dUtiiin-H.' ii* rt'gunlwl ns dtdioiioui'* 
lug! The miiidx‘1* -<f the --t'liurutc ujinrtmvutd varies 
with the foi’tiiiic of the |iti>iir(ufor. The more itu- 
tHM'tiiiit part Ilf tlaiu Ciiui[ii't'e' the Imii'ui, >tyhi<! here 
Ihuhirmi Itliu bluer [x-tiecniUti U the suudler rviom liu' 
gitest?^. mill the Itnll fill’ rtsx'|i«i<rti*- Tiiis list is tlic 
tno-'t ;<fniciiiti-. :>*■ well ii' the iiuJii! onimm'iitiil upnt- 
iiK’iit ill the house, mid, lifcc the either mnns, luisv u 
doiihb ceilitig, with a Hjiiiei’ Ijotwrecu iisi'd tis h siore- 
itHPin. Tlie floor ii» iwvetl with hriehst atid st<iiic?s fliid 
hns oiilv oiiiicts iv)iittd the sides nciir the wjilhf, 
Itectan^iliir stouts, winch have Ixicii hoUinved out. 
lire phieeil in a comer—a couilltruihle eoiitrivniicu 
etmliling the osviirr to pcrRinn tlu' Iioly uhhiiioiis tii 
the I't^iui itself, 1 Ills cu^iTOui i> met isilli tli lu* other 

Mohmiimithiu country. TiiL* wiilU Iumi* no jurticubir 
dee-onifioiisj thoso, however, whii’h ure ncorc^t to 
Jilekhu urn |xiint«l with flowers, «uiI amlicsijUfs 
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of liiiferent kinclA, The wintlows art) mere openii^, 
ead» with a pair of slnirtenA. CW i» j^sai twmlure, 
tuul lew take tlie trotihle to itse pa|ier s^Tntionxl with 
fill iia a 9ut>stirute, ArtiwJes of furniture, titUI roritiea 
throughout the are here gearctily known hy 

Tioiuej but tlilfl imnl uol' exeite surprise, f(ir ofieii 
Imve I heanl Orientals who have \HAttefJ Kimjije ex- 
cliiijji! “ Is imt tiut a stupii) custom omung tfie 
iTongi, that, they sto umwil their huiitlsome, s|iaclou 9 
rooitih with such u h«ip uf tuhla.^, clmire, and 
ottior thhigx, tiiut tJtey have hmxjjj' jjlnco left to seat 
themaclves in miy comfort'" QJ' course meaning on 
tfin grouuij. 

The expemllture ^1011 Uie wimlrok ia on a footing 
with style of eracb lionjo ami iu armngument. 
Cloth i» rarely met with; it serves for present* frum 
the Khun to his officiak of high mnk. Ififferent 
qualitifiH of the AWju (couou) atv cmpluved by all 
claases, from king to dervish, for winter and summer. 
Although the Boklmrlut over-gnnnent hua tlte form of 
a night dn‘jia exiendiug down 10 the auklta, still it k 
subject from time m time to little innovations 113 to 
cut, sleeve, coUar, and irinumng, h, aoctinlance with 
, ^ Ihshion of the tiimncnt, which is as rnuclt respected 
m Bukhara as in Paris, A dandy in die former ci^ 
^pecinl toire to have his tnrliim foliiinl iiccording 
to ihc idea m force at the mvnimii, os lu, evidence of 
t^tc. He sees fmrticidarly to his slmwl, by 
which lie bfmift hh tTOUH45r& niimfi rlie am] to 
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hi& koi^libag fitupendL'il Uv (iwil: Bhiiwl, The ko5b.l>^ 
ii? a piece of lent her oonsi sting of uevenil toiigue^tt to 
which are fastciiotl a knife or twot a ^asuaU tea-bag, a 
tniawak (toothpick), uikI a leathern Uig for cop]H?r 
nttuiev- TIh^ sirtieliis constitute the hidlfiijeusahles 
uf a t’eiitral Aaiutir, and by ihe qualitj' and toilite of 
trwcJi is u judgmeti! formed of tile chamcter atwi 
breeding ol' die maJK 

Wh».»ever may \rijsh to see the kaut^ to/fe, tliv (ash Kin- 
able wMrld of LSoklmiii, ahonld jjost liiuisdf on a Friday, 
between ten ami twelve o’ckick in the forenoon, in the 
fjtreci Itsidlng from Lteri Kigwoui to tlie Meodjiih Kclan, 
or great nuteque. At tliis tima the Ameer, tolloMfed by 
his gTttuihaiij, in great etatc, betakes him«ell‘ to hb 
Friday's devotions. Ail are in their U*st atUre, upon 
their U'Sl horses; for tluse, wiib thdr splendid hous¬ 
ings, serve as aubsfitntes for cnrrtagea. The large, 
stifl’ silken gnrniiints of staritig colours are bi striking 
contrast with tim higli and spurred boots. But what 
produces a jjartlcularly comic effect is the lottse and 
waddling gait wlacli all fiedfistrians studiously put on. 
UtOiari khinumtii (the wwldhiig or trotting step), 
which tlrieniid l»oet3 find m graceful, cmujiaruig il to 
tbe swaying luovcijieiit of the cypress when agitated 
bv the wuphyrs, and wlitsw^ Httaituneut is the subject 
of cartifu! study in Pe-rsia os well as liokhara, to us 
Ivurui'MiUia seems like the gait of a tutted gDose 
duuiidcring oti his way home. But ibis is no suIj- 
ject for MU' toje.'^t U[wri, thr mir stiff, mpiil pee is just 
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OH di«plca;»ing‘ to an Oriental cye^ and it would TioC be 
vcr)' iKdite t<> itj&itiuts tlii* cumpaniioii tbey tiuikv tine 
of" witK Mpcct to us* 

It ibii.** not excite li*3« woodtT on our part when we 
see du! uieu iu Ifokliimi clud m wide gmmenbi of 
bnlliant colntnr> whereas the women wear uiily a dress 
Unit t« tight to the slmjie, mid of a ilark hue. For in 
this city, where the clvilkiitiou has retained witli the 
griisiest fidelity its antique stomp of Oriental iBlanusm, 
wuuieii, ever the martyrs of Eostoni li^slatiott; voute 
in fur the wtirat stiare. 

In Turkey the cunmet witii Ohristton elmnents 
has alftHiiiy tiitruiluced many itmovattoiis, and the 
Ytiachnuik {veil) is tnther treateil os part oi die 
tuUettc tlmti os the ensign «f shivery. In Pcrsiit 
the women are totenihly well muflltal uii, still they 
wear the lidiakshur (ptuitaloous and stocldiigs in otio 
piece) of* brilliant cdooring and silken texture^ and 
the Hnticnd (a linen veil witii network for the eyes) 
is oruaniented witi* a clasp of gold. In Ikiklintu, on 
the other hand, then? is not a truce of tolemuL'e* The 
women wear nothing that deserves to lie uanaetl full 
dress or onuiment, Wlmu in Uie streets, they draw 
n covering ovci* iJicir heads, and urc seen chul iu dark 
gowns of d«'p hliie, with die empty sleeves hunting 
siispimtlei! to their bucka, m> that ohserveil from be- 
liiiid, the Jiiir ones of Bokhara mav be mlatakeu for 
clothes wandering iiliout. From the head down to 
the bosom thty wt-nr u veil mmle oi' hursduur, of a 
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tL’Xturc which we in Eum|ie woiilt) u.h too Iwid 

and coarse for a sieve, and the 6'icuou of Mriiich upon 
clievk or Uose ntitat bo anything but ogrceiibie, I'heir 
ckatmiirai consist of coarse huiny Loots, in wlndi their 
little feet are ^xed. enveloiped in a luaas of leather. 
Such A coit<tUTnc is not In itself attractive; but even so 
attired, tlioy dart not be seen too often in the streetB, 
I^tdiee of nmk niid good diaraciGr never vcntuie 
to show themselves In any piiUlie {ikca or boouar. 
Shopping is left to the men; and whenever any extra¬ 
ordinary einer:gt‘iicy obliges it liidy to leave the house 
and to |Hiy visita, it is regarded as bm hm for her fo 
ossimie every ixisaible appearance of decrepitude, 
jKtTerty, and ttge. 

To send forth a young kdy in her eighteenth or 
twentieth year, in all the sufierahuiiiLint energy of 
youth, iiupportml u(k»i a stick, and thini muffled tt|t, 
in the sole view that the assTimptian of the eliorticCer- 
isties of a<h^uiced lile may spare her certain glnnoes, 
may be justly dmued the m fdaa ^tra of tyranny 
and hyjKiciify. These errvmeotis notions of inomlity^ 
are to lie met witli, mure or less, cvesywlicre In Uie 
East; but nowhere doi^ uUc find each striking ex- 
amples of Orkntnl exaggeratiim tui in that neat of 
ancient Islaniito civilization, Ifoktiora. In Cutistaati* 
ntiple, os well as other ritiea of Turkey, there are 
certain Seir-yeri (promeniulea), where ladies appear in 
public. In Teheran, Ispuhun, and I^hiniz, it is the 
cijiniom for the Ilanitns, m ffmnde tfttleiie, and mounted 
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tin m^guiitcinil. Liuv^j)^ to tn&kc (.‘XCUtAUJiis To tlte pliici.'s 
of pLIgrimuge ^kuuio m tlio onvirojoe of those cities. 
The t<^ib of tltti SamI t» die plnce of mulesvous, Aiid 
itifteaU uf prayeiSf rtsciprociil tltfclortitions of love afe 
iKit seliloro mode. In Ifokbarn, mt thu conrrtuy, theit> 
ia nut a aha^iu^v' of all tliia. Xever liave 1 seen there 
a mull ill [ho carnfxuiy of lii£ nriie. The husbaiut 
Htink» away from his other balli or tliird, or rotirth, “» 
thu case uiay tie; anil it b a notorioim fuch tlnit when 
the wives irf the Ameer |ki^ hy luiy jiIaco, all men 
IUH‘ eKjH^eteil to lieut u liusty retreat. Under such 
circuiii^(an€{±s it b ea.^ to sec how society must coti- 
atitiite itself, luid what shapes it must asgume. Whn^ 
the two sexjus uro so !$e[iarutci.l. it can never ptit on 
lui tipjiuaniiice cjf gUidiiess luid gtiniaUty; ull liucomt^ 
oouipiiluioji tunl hyiMrrby; eveiy gvnuine bic-ntiment 
ia crtiflluHl by tliese miiiatiiml taws wiiich iwe ini[iosei1 
m* O'.ifi’ij ardintmcrs, nnd ns such ex|Twt«l to be ol*- 
Wiived witli the iitKeh.-Ht obedience. 

To study fimt [itirt of their lives which b before 
the public eye, we must first [lay a visit to (he tca- 
bix^tha, which are the rvj«jrt* of alt oIbmsm. The 
Bokluiriot) mid the renuirk applies Indcyeil uuiveraaily to 
all Central Asiatics, ewt never jiash b_v a scrofid or thitil 
teu-lawtii without entering, unless bb alMrs are very 
titgent indLcd. As I beibre meiitioried, every man 

carries with him bb little hag of tea; of thb, on hb 
entry, he gives a certain fwition to the tandlord, whoM; 
busiiiiaia b rather to thtil in iiot water tliaii in tea. 
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During iluy*tiir»e, Rjid iwrUcukrlj m publb placea, 
rhe only tea drunk is gre«n tea, ^'hick is iierved with¬ 
out sugutf tuiil with llie uccviDpAumierit of a ndiali tir 
two, consisting of little cakes made uf Hour and juut* 
ton suetj for the making of these Bokhara i# Hnoous, 
Aa ail}' attotnpt to cool tea !>y' bloaiug ii|khi it, liow- 
ever urgent on account of its heat some such pnxiess 
may be, is rtganled aa highly tndecoroua—uay, as an 
utipatdonable offetico—the C«ntnd Aaiaticr ia wont to 
tnuke it revolve far this purpose in the eu{» itse^ until 
the temperature is tolerable. To jias* for a niiiti cVflitar 
it /aut, one must support the right elbow in tlm left 
itatid, anil gracefully give ji circular tuovetiieiit to the 
cup; no drop must lx* spilt, for suclt an awkwardnem 
would much dtimage d repiitatiun for sttvoir /atre. 
The Bokhariot caji thus chatter away lumrs and honns 
amidst, hia fellow tea-driiikers; lor the nteauiugless 
conversations that arc maintdned weary him as little 
as tlie cup after cup of tea wlueli he swallowa. It w 
known to a second how much time is mjulred for 
each kind of tea to dmw. Evejy time the ten-pot is 
emptied, tiie tea-leaves that Eiuve been used are jjassotl 
round; etiquette forbitls any one to take more than 
he can hold hetweeu hrigcr and iliurttb, for it )!} re¬ 
garded by eonnoltiscurs as the greatest daiun'. 

They setik to find amiisemeuta of a higher kind in 
excursions to the euvirone of the city, Tliese are 
mode sometimes to the toiid>s of the saints; aometlmes 
to the coiivertts of certain Ishtma ^ijieiks), in the 
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odour of sanirtity; «omc*tinies to liitj Tchihurbag Ab- 
ibtlUh Klian^ BitiiAtf* n«ir the Dert'jizc Tumto. Tbo 
vudt li) a Kiuuika, that Ih u» u dignitary of rcligicitt 
util I instiiict with life, is an act tjf niorr importance 
ctnd involving greater outlay limn the pilgHmnge to n 
gtwe. The nainted itieiii whether departeit or mill 
living, have equally their fixed for kvik*9 and 

rccejjtions. In the fftrmer case the descendants of his 
Sanctity receive the tribute, in the hitter u nuui has 
the good fortime to liave his purse emptied by the 
hrdy littiidit themselves. On the occasinti of these 
formal visite ihe Islums arc tuned to n higher pilch 
tlian onlinarv, and as the holy eye dlminguishcs at 
once by the exterior of the ^iiritor Un- amoitnt of tlie 
offcTing that is to be received, m dues timt measure 
serve to fix with pnauHion bow long f»r fiow short the 
lieneflictiau is to be cut. Scenes of thiH kind, in which 
I performed my [Mut as a spectator, or mood by, were 
always fid] of Interrsi me; and one, over which I 
have hod many a hearty kugh, has made an iiiildihJe 
imprcMion ufion my mind. In the enviroua of Bok¬ 
hara, I entered the randenee of a sheitlx to mtk for bis 
blearing and a little assistimce in money. Upm the 
firal pcaut nfi difficulty waa made, but the second 
seemed to slugger lurn. At this moment h Turkoman 
was Biinoiiiioed in. an applicant for a Katihn. lie ynat 
allowttl to enter. His holiness mwle his hocus-tMs,^ia 
witli the greatest devotion. The TuricoTtuin iut there 
like an innocent lamb, lunt alter being subjectcfd to tlic 
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iiiilueiicta of the Jiiiiiciilying hreiitht energetically ad- 
ministeroJ, he dived into hift tnoney''b)^^ (rum which 
he extmcted sinnc pieces of coin, and, ivithout coujit- 
hig thtmi, trannierrvd tijem to the hand of liim from 
whcun he had Foceh^ed the benediotiotn I notlcefl 
that the latttdr rubbed the money l»etwixt his fingers, 
8nd was really astoimded when he Iteciconetl to me, 
and witlioitt once lookirtg nt the numljer of piecea, 
handed tliein over to me in the presence of tlie Turko¬ 
man. That was real liberality^ the reader may say. 
1 thought w) myself onril coming to the bazaar and 
se<iitig to make a purchase from a laikcr, oiio of the 
coins was rejected hy him as fbUo- I tendered the 
others, and they were nil pronotniccd to iie bad— 
valufllesa. The nomad, us crufty as Jje was super- 
Btitimia, Jtud paid for the epurioijs ware vrtth spvirioiis 
money, and ns his holiness on h|» akte hat] at otice 
detected the cheat by the touch, he had no Bcmjde in 
making it over to me. 

On the occasion of their excursions to the cnvinins 
of the city, persons of wealth are in the habit of taking 
with them tlieir tea-things, and a servant to prepare 
tea- Those who are not so wdJ off have recourse to 
establislimcnta that ore to be found at titeae places of 
resort. Visitors evince just os itmeh de»re to hide 
themselves, where possible, in the booths, as thuy do to 
avoid encamping close to Uie road. As it is tiie ap^ 
proved custoni to in^dte every pksser-by, be be of wliar 
rank h(^ may, to take some refncahmetit af fetod or 
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drinks ratch htuHi pni^miug aii apprehension, not mi- 
jiiACiiicd by exjwrieuc**, lest thotie wiicjin he n^cuifUi, 
not contont with retunuiig i<tr aiurwer tin' nnlltuir)* 
worfl exprcMive of gnitituck* — (well)—inny 

ftctimliy cluiio lit mice with the iiivimtimi, Still, not 
to give it is evctywhvre rugnnh-d & im-an hiii. 
Conditioniil neccptmict; ottly iif In some plncos. 
These rules of iKkripitality so exoggiriiited, anil iit the 
suue time so stpecious, ojicrato oppressively wid un* 
pleasatitiy, Ixjth on hitn rlutt takc$ and him thiil givesj 
and the coofotituled, 1 mlvlit ulunii^t' siiy the nghast, 
‘jf the ho$t who is taken fit his won! ahvays pm* 
duec<l upon me tiio drollest effiict. 

Tha spectacle wdiich tht^c private parties of pleasure 
generally atloni is one of no grwit glndncsa, they 
rather seem to prcMiuec a deadly-Uvely I'lfeot. The 
signlhcant Joke, the peal of laughter, the hnii] try are, 
it is true, none ot tht^m wanting un tiiuia! octiuHonsj 
but where tiio crown of fiociHiy, wouiun, is alMeiil, all 
is in vain, and never can lilc assume its real aspect of 
genuine etgoy'meni. 

If 1 do not GTt, it is the Tdiiharliag Alaliillali 
Khan tlwt still preserves tne^t of the ehameters of a 
public phiceof cntertainmoiit. It ba sjiot well shadeil 
by Eufiy trees; ncaiaJ flows through it, to whose hanks 
the pupils of the niituenjiiH colleges and the voung 
men belonging to the woaliUier cliuises, resort generally 
on Friday HfienuN'jns. The inevitable tea-kettle is 
here anuiri In cequkitioii, iiinl tea b the article fiir 
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wltlqh Ulc ptsce u renowned; but not ilte only one, 
for the combats of rama are here celebrated also. 
The aavai^ness with which tlie^c sturdy antmnls ru^ 
BgialiiKi each other urhou irritated, the fearful ahoch of 
their two heatls, jiardculorly when they struggle to 
pii<di their axitagotuats b»u:k, present a tipectacle very 
atmictivc to Uie [nhabitantM not only of B^ikliuca, but 
of even- ]mri of Cent ml AaU. Wbat the bull'light is 
in .Spun, and borseraciiig in Elighuid, these combats 
of runis ore Itt Tdrkcatait. The rants are tnuned to 
tills spirt, and it ta really surprising how these brutes 
support with obstinacy often an many as one hundred 
chnrgtis. Wlieii they lint moke their appearance on 
the avenuic, the bystanders begin to wager as to the 
number of shocks their chosen cliumpion will support. 
Sometimes the weaker combatant beats a retreat; but 
very often the battle only ends with the cutire dis¬ 
comfit are of one auimnl, consequent upon the cracking 
of bis skull. It is a cme] Bpccutcle; still the cruelty 
does not seem so great in tlic middle of Tartary os 
some of the sports in which so many civilised nations 
of the West still find aniusemerit, 

Let me now attempt to portray in the ftdlowing 
slight sketch the external mode of living iu Bokhara. 
In the morning—I mean by the term before simrise, 
as by religious compulsion every mafi is an early riser 
—one encounters (leople, lialf-asleep, and half-awake, 
and hulf-drcssed, hurryuig one by one to the mosques: 

IS 
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any fl^iky wi amving mit only on tails rep«D«ch, but id 
considered as meritin{r piutishmont Tbe stir mmle 
bj- thcae devotees in numing through the streeia iwiiAwa 
the houMiltaa dogs ftom thdr lalra in the out-oi-the- 
way eoracTSi or upon the hea|)S of dung. These 
femished, bomd-looking nnimals—yet oantraaied with 
their Stanibouli brethren, presenting h pnoedv ap¬ 
pearance ore cryiug proofe of the inJserl 3 ' natTtre of 
the Eokhariots. The poor crentures first struggle ta 
rear thdr gaunt fnmiwi, mere skin and bone, from 
deep; then they rab their rough, hairless earowss 
against the mouldering walls, and this toilette at an 
end, they Btm U|kiii their hunt for a h la 

fitureht-tte, for the most pon tnnde up of a few fieshlesa 
hon^ or carrion, hut very often of kicks in the ribs 
^ministi«^ by some compusslmiating and clioritahle 
inhabitant of Bokhara, At the same time as the diigs, 
awake the hardJy-bettcr Iwiged Purias of tlie Tartar 
capital I mmii the wretched men o^cted with in- 
curable and contagious skin <li!<€a»cs, who sit at the 
comets of the streets cnyetmtl^c, and house in miserable 
tents. In Persia they are met with, remote fr*im 
cities and viUiyjes, on the high hiK here, owing 

to (he absence of sanitary regulatjons. they are tolerated 
in the middle of the city. Their lot is fw the m^JSt 
temhle to which any son of earth cam have to submit, 
and unhappily they ore long liver, too. Whibrt the 
motlicr is clothing her other accumd oflkpritig with a 
scanty covering of ragit. the father scats himself witii 
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thp moat {iiafigimd owe atooHg^n tlieia by ilic pood^de, 
in order to Mlteit chnrit}' uiid uJms from tboise who 
pass. Charity aiid alma t« prtdong sucli uii existence J 
After the snn iiaa looked long enough upon thi« 
miserable spectacle, the city in nil lu parts begins 
slowly to assttme animation. The people return in 
crowds from the tnnsqiies; they are encountered on 
their way by troo|ia of asses huleu wiih wood, com, 
grass, large polls of milk, and dishes iif cream, presshig 
from all the ci^ gRlos, and f(»rcing their way in A-aricd 
oonfnsioTi through the narrow and cro^jked streets, 
Screants of alarm from the drivers, the reciprocal ciies 
issuing fruiu those who buy and those who eeU, ntuc 
witli that mighty hee-haw of the assea for which 
Bciklioru is renowned. To judge by the first impte»< 
siou, it might be sup|M>fie<l that the dMerent drivers 
would be obliged to fish mil their wotnl from milk , 
their grass from cream, cliarcoal from coni, silkworm^ 
cocoons from skinmied milk. Bur no, nothing is spilt, 
nothing thrown down; the drivers ore wont to flug 
each other through in right brotherly fashion, till in 
the end all arrives in safety at its destination. 

At on hour ufrer sunrise Uie Boklmricii i» already 
seated 'with liia cup of Schirtscbiy (milk-tea)-: this 
beverage is coinpoae<i of tea tnade from bricks of tea 
in the form of Kynoster, and abundantly flavoured 
with milk, cream, or mutton fot. This frvonrite drink 
of the Tartars, in which large quontiticfl of Eiread ore 
broken, woiiTil l>e more rightly described as a soup; 
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and although the tnsnt woa highly' comm ended to me, 
f liail great diJhculty iti getting acctintometl to tl. 

After ten bugina the day’a work,, ami then one 
nimarks jjartionlar octivity itt the Portfrsi 

lutuled with greet hales hiirn,* to tliu lioauir, Tlitse 
Iwlfing to the retail rlealetv, who evoiy cvenbig 
puik iiji ihiir abti[j and tmnspirt >( to timlr own Ihhim^ 
And then a long chain of two-liurnjied canteLi tiiat 
liave no huHletu^ are being ]ff| into tSte Kammn&crai, 
destined to convey tlie produce of Cenfrnl Ama in 
every direotiou. Here, ngniti, atauds a hea\ilv-tadeii 
Caravan from Rtissia, accunipanied ntn tta way by the 
prj'ing eyea of the enstom-iiouiki offidak and their 
cohortis for tliOM liHjg Imlcs coninio valuable prm 
duction.^ of tJie iminsity of the unbolieverd, and nre 
dcstinefl accowltngly m be douWv tased. Merchants 
of oil religions and ft'curi all luttiona run after the 
coravtui j the nerwlj’^'HirlvtHl wiiriea find customcra 
ev™ before llu-y arc tinf«u?kwl, and at such lUomcntH 
Afghans, Persiuiis, Tudjilcfi, oud Hindoos, eecni t« gist 
mcire excited tlian is the case even with the heroefi of 
the hxchfmgG in Pari*, Vienna, or Frankfart^on-thO' 
Maine, The Kiighb camel-diivcr, fteati (mm the 
desert, i» the tiuietert uf all; he ia Inst in astonish¬ 
ment, and knows not whether most to otlmire the 
afilendoiir of the mud him, the colour of tJio dresses, 
or the crowds swaying to and fro. But the grtsatert 
source of amusement to mo was to ohoerve how the 
Bokhanot, b hi* quality «f inlinliilimt of a metropolis, 
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jeers at tiiese ticrtimfls; how he b ctmsrtantly uu the 
Elen wt jibee the ruduictui of tlie sorw of the licseil in 
relief by contrastltif;^ it with his own rehneinent and 
civiHsaticm. Whilst the btuiafu' life, with tdl ita alann, 
tumult, alirieLi, criea, hatmneriiig, scolding, and knock¬ 
ing, i& b full ftjrcc, the )'oiitJi6 greedy of knowledge 
swano about th^ nuttLerou^ Medres&e (colleges)^ tliere 
to learti to estmct from their useless studleEf lessons of a 
more exalted kind of stupidity and » more grovelling 
liypuejn^. 

The greatest bterest attaches to the pritnarj* school 
posted b the rery centre of the 'biuauir, and often In 
the immediate neighbourhood of betwtscn tea and 
fifteen cop^kersmitlts' workshop. The sight of tliis 
public schcxih in wbidt a MoUah, surrounded by 
several rows of children, gives his lessons in rcailiiig, 
in spite of the iniise, is really coimad. That, In a 
place where stiinly iirnis are brandishing hairitners, 
liardly a aingitj word is aiiflildo, we may readily sup* 
pose. Teadtiirs and pupils are as reii tli the bee os 
turkey-cocks irom crying out, and yet itorthing but the 
wild mttvcnicnt of the jaw and the ewellit^ of the 
Vvbs indicate ihiit tliej’ are studying.* 

Id the uftcruoou ( I i»{>eak here of sttniiner*thne, for 
of tho winterfl 1 Imve no prstmal ex|>erjtnce)f there is 
more tranfiuillity both in basmnr and street. On tlic 

• Lhdt fb««d in tlw nuditU ct iW> bauar W* nba nul vilii in 

twuki thra ■n> chnpol mIumiIi ttic ItiU U k iunviibb lha 

i|wi ttuHiUl fiitfcf iii^ *> pnK’tiilt' tii nut. iilid. IImI tllf^ do 

hat TWmf IbWfptiJstLikDEfflLU fortnfrlruOilPDIi^Kqiic Im duluiHbofl 
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boj^ of tli€ water reservoir atid of the caimla, tlie true 
believers «re eogsged in performing tlie holy oblutuiua. 

one mati k wtohing his feet &otn their layer of 
svreat and dirt, his neighbour uses tlie same vrater for 
his &ce, and a Uiiitl dues not scruple to quonoh liis 
thirst with it, \\ ater that cottakts of mote than 
one hundred mid twenty pints is, aecottlhig to tlje 
texts of Islam, blind; which means that filth and dirt 
low themselves thereb, and the orthodox have tl>e 
privilege to es^joy every abommatjou as a ttiing pure 
lu ttself. After a service in the mosques, all Ijocomea 
again animated^ it is the second ininiiiiLias to worlc 
tbe d»y, for . period by „„ „oan. » toog. 
The Muamlniui jwpujMi™ 8«o bcgi„ ,1,^5, 

hobdoy, whUot Jo*, ood Hiodoj, 

The formoc, who ore for the n.o« port «pnloy«d io 
thehandicmii of silk dyers, move stealthily and timidiv 
Uiroogh the etreeio, their ofnriu broken by their long 
ond h«vy «rritudei the letter run ohont like men 
tioo««,^, .,„1 their hold Iweriog oho*, timt their home 
II dot oir, end the time not m remote whan they 
olio hod o govoraniciit of their own. 

It B now within three houn of mmect. The dKte 
of loi^y betoke ihenMehreo to the Khimke (conraith 
to enjoy a roeeb «uili-reli^™ and eemi-lhem,.. il 
e«.™fo m the pubUc remliog of the Meenoyi, whieh 
i^et^M at that time of the day by «perieneed 
r^er in the veatihule of the Khanka. Thi. maater- 
pieee of Onental imesy iiresenla in ita contomplttioiio of 
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terrestrial existeoce much eleTalUm of Uioiight. Ter- 
sificatioii, llln^^lBgf’, metapfiurs, are, m reality, full of 
charm oud i>eauty^ but the uudumcc in Eokhom are 
incapable of understanding it, and their enthusiaam u 
all affectation. 1 often had eeated at mj side on these 
occasions a man who, hi his exeitement, would emit 
fleep-druwn sij^hs, and even bellow like a bulL 1 was 
quite tuuazcd; and vrheu 1 uftem^rda mode enqttuy 
as TO his character, 1 heard tliat he waa one of the 
meanest of misers, the proprietor of many bouses, yet 
ready (o make obeisance for even the smidlcst copper 
coin, h'^o one is at aU iuclmed to adopt the sentiment 
he hears there us the rule of his life, and adll it is re^ 
garded as becoming to be deeply impressed by the 
beauty of the exprctiidon. Every one knows that the 
s^ha and exclamation of his neighbour proceed from 
no genuine emotion, and still oU vie in these demon- 
stculions of extraordinary feeling. 

Even before the last beoma of the setting sun have 
lost themselves in the wide waste of sand on the west, 
the Tartar capilul begins to repose. As the coolness 
commences, the stifling clouds of dust suliaide. TiTiere 
canals or wster-reservoirs are near at band, they ore 
rendered available—^the ground is watered and then 
swept. The men seat themseh'es in the shade to wait 
far the Ezou (evening prayer); tlmt heard, an abso¬ 
lute Stillness ensues, and soon, all ore seated before 
the oolussal dish of pilau, aiul after they Imve wdl 
loaded their stomachs with this heavy and greasy meal, 
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any desire tiiey may Jiave feJt to leave tte hon^ is 
quite extiaguifthed. Two hotjrs aii«r all the 

thoroughiknis are oh alent oe death, Ko echo is liiard 
in the darL-ness ol' the nighf but the li«ivy tread of the 
rnght^wat chTna n molciug his ro unda . These raeu art* 
charged to put in force the utrieteat police regulations 
against thieves and seekets of love adventures j rhey 
scruple mrt to arrest any man, however lioiioumblc his 
position, if his foot croases his threshold after the beat 
of the tattoo has ii^od ite order that all the world 
should sleep, 

Whttt in this mode of town life so pleases the Hok- 
hariot ^whui make* liim give so markt^ a pmterence 
to his own capital's not difBciUt to divine. His imnd 
has become familiarized with a simple mode of living, 
in which, as yet, little luxqiy i, to he found, and which, 
in externals, admits not much perceptible distinctian 
between ranks and conditions of men. A unlverffll 
acquiescimce b the same poverty, cir to use a more 
appropriate expresfton, the absence of differettt degrees 
of visible property, raekes Bokltam, in the eye of many 
Asiatics, a fevourite residence, I once met a Persian 
in Teheran who Lad been a ^kvo b Bohbam fifteen 
years. And there, in the middle of his fatherlnnd, 
»d fium>undcd by his tektivea, ho sighed and pined 
lb: be l^aitar capiml. At be outset he was delighted 
^th the lazaiu-,, filled whh articles of European luxury; 
he cmtemplated thorn wib childish delight; but kior 
he saw bow the wealthier alone made their purchases. 
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anrl bow all despised a uum Uka him, clad in ft cottOQ 
duress, the coatunie of the poot. No wonder hia wiah 
carried him again bock to the spot where, at the time 
iii)coTn>cioii&of his happincsa, he was permitted Co share 
great physical comftuft, witliout a thorn in hia eye or a 
jMing in his heart. 



CUAPTER XII. 

EOKllAItA, THE HEAD QUARTERS OF 
MOHAMMEDANISM. 

” Ballon^ mtrrri dmtifi 

tpo ^ iiaibmlkbBui." 

vi^ la f O IekI {‘nf ihy 

lliilkcr tho« la Iw pui imc obooia* 

It haa fmjuenHy been noticed by ttavcllera in Central 
Ahih, oinJ we httTe likewise reranrked upon il, tiiat 
Boklinra ^dere iteelf the greai pUbr of lelnmUra, 
«id the only pt^ fountoin of the Mulwromedan tt>- 
Itgion. Aor is it the Ihikbunots alone who take 
view, but all the rest of the Mulwmmedan world, in 
whatever region tar country, unite in looking up to 
and extolling the TurkcaUin capital for poewaaing tliis 
exclusive privUi^e. The pilgrim from Central Aaiu, 
whc*thfT travelling in Asia Minor, Arahia, or Egypt, 
\» received with marked veneration and respect, and 
ia regarded as the very emlwduniint of every lahimitic 
virtue. The WestrjTt Mohuimricdira, especially the 
Cterannli, deeply woundtsd by the innovatitmB our civi- 
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Ibsation luks introduciHl into bis nAtivc coannr, ruruu 
to Ills kluieamu and co-religionist froiti the tar East, and 
giuciitg at hini with a IcxJ: of eAtreme picty^ finds com' 
fort at the aspect of hini^ who in his eye» still repre' 
sents the religion of the Prophet, pure and undefili^. 
llcaii-itig u sigh, he exclaims; **Ha Bokhara! Sherifi" 
(yes, the noble Ikikhara), which utterance is nicaut to 
express bis whole mind. 

Tim inference that exists lietweeti Eastern and 
Western Mobmumedimism in Asia is mdecd a remark¬ 
able phenomenon, ami deserres a closer examliiatioD, 
Upon my asking the MoUnhs tn Bokhara how it liap- 
pened that they were better Mohaianiedans than the 
people in Mekka and Medina, wtiere ^loLaumied Itod 
actually lived and taught, they answered; tliat “the 
toi'ch, iJtbouglr scJiding its light into the far distanee, 
is always dark at the foot,"—Mekka being meant by 
the foot of ibc! torch, and Bokhara the far distance. 
In ail allegoncal sense lliia may be correct, hut Eun>* 
peons ai\; not. silenced by simileit of that sort; and, 
since the fact deserves attention, we will endeavour to 
aBcertain, first—the easeutial points of the flificrence in 
question; and, secondly—the causes for It. Upon 
examining in detail the ^'artous points of contrast be¬ 
tween Eastern and Western MoliairnnedaiiLira, the 
chief characteristic feature is, no doubt, the wihl fana¬ 
tic obstinacy with which the Mtissabnan, in tlm far 
East, clinga to eveiy single point of the Kjc^iuii and 
the tnuUtioiis, haddiig vi'Iih terror and aversim, tn the 
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true spirit of tiie Oritfutul, uprui atiy iuuovndiKti; aad, 
in a woni, directing’ all his efforts to the preservottim 
of his religion at tlmt precise stmidard which murkeil 
its existence in die Jinppy period (Vakti Seadet) of 
the Prophet anil the firut coUfs. Th« smndnrd, how* 
ever, is not suffieicntly up parent, Mitce Isluinistn, in 
tliose countries, luis us«un«l n ibrm such as a few 
eccentric uiter|ireters among tJie Sumuica dcstni, but 
which, su far as our knowledge extends, hoA wnvr 
tJcuftAd in realiitf, 

i’siiuticuiiii, ihe chief cause of hy|N>crisy and intpietyi 
hw disfigured every religion, so long an Uv* 

tug in tin* bifancv of dviluatioii, luts been ounhlc to 
perceive the jture light of the tmu fiiiih. All nuliims 
and nil countries have given proof of its cxieftence, but 
nowhere does It apiMsir in sucli glaring colours, or wear 
such a dLsgusting aspect, os in tlio Euat. nure, rcll* 
gioj], in order to improve tlie mind, deals chiefiy witJi 
the body; here, in order to exercise moml infiucjwe, 
the devote* is occupied with plij-sicid trifling, and, 
neglecting the inner man, us tiuiy be sujtjaiMxi, every 
one strives for outward appenrance and effect. In 
Buklutra thu principle reigns fiartunriunt; “ Man must 
tnake a fi|;ttre,—nii one cares for wliot he tliinka," A 
man may bu the greatest mlscTCAnt, the mo«i repro- 
hote of human creatures; but let him fulfil tho out¬ 
ward duties of religion and he escape all pumshment 
in this as wcQ ns bi the next world. 

The very popular prayer of the thief AiHlurroliitMin 
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(l>utu-(]iud AbdurmhmoD) illustnitee moat atrUmigly 
this optuiun. It (jODMsts of olwiit fifteen to twenty 
sentenceA, and its anbatonce la aa fottows; “ When the 
Prophet (the bloeamg' ol’ fiod be turn!) Lived in 
Medinrt, he went one itfiemooii upon the temtce of his 
house, m order to pcrffo'ni his deviitiorw. Ffe iMjked 
about with his bicased eyca and saw in Itts port i>f the 
town n fiinertil prueessiun jwss throii^h the atteots, 
foliowvii only liy a few jh^mns, und the coffin sur- 
rouiidiMl by a mnn'etlotis brllUaney, not unlike q sen 
of rot^ iigbi. As soon tiu he luul fitiishetl hb prayer 
be luistetieil to the JtffOt, joined the fuiieml prtjceasioij, 
and saw, to his great, nmaseinant, that the shine did 
not leave the ct>fftti, even when Jet down into the grave. 
The Prophet could not recover from his surprise; he 
wt^t to the wife of the decoascfl. atnl asked wlmt and 
who her hiislwnd Imd bceu. ‘j\los!’ stie ojiswerwl, 
with teaiOk ^fhid he merdfiit unto him, hb death 
b n blGsaing to hIIt for throughout Ida life he was a 
highwa^'mnii and murderer: widl the tears of widows 
and cirphuns Ite has caufied to fiow, are mi>re than the 
water he has drunk. He lived only to cause tmhappi* 
ness to others. 1 have often remonstrated with him, 
but in vain. He livoil its a sinner, and as a siimer he 
diedP ‘WliatP exclaimed the fVophet, with ever- 
increasing ustonishTnent, ‘ Did he [KUtsesa no single 
good qujililv', bos be never shown rejxnttnnce?' ''Alas, 
nop she sobbed out; ‘the only thing he used to do 
every evening nfter hb wiek«l daily work, was to rciwl 
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over these few lines (oikI she shtiwed the prayei*), end 
then fell usleep^and woke to sin enewcin the morrow.' 
1 he Prophet looked nt the pmycr^ and recofpiising at 
once its niarvoUoua efBcacy, he has left it beJiind to 
eKoreue the saine Tirfue ujton all ortliodox Mussn)'' 
men. The moTHl drawn htiiii thia narrative needs 
uo explanation ^ und It is eogy to tma^ne how roonv 
Centra] ABlAtic8, furnished wdtlj such a recipe^ d la 
Teitei^ will wimniit the most atrocious deeds, and re- 
tain withfll the consciouMiess of heing pious and reli¬ 
gious men. 

What strikes a lilurapeiin most of nil, m seeing this 
principle of outward formulas rwluced to practice, ora 
the laws of cltanUntss, which, in Ctmtral Asky ore oh- 
served witli strict and scrtipulouit exuctnciis, although, 
as ia well known, tlie most diugiisting filthinew U to 
be met with. By the MoKanunedan Jaw the body 
Iiecomes nnclean after each evaeuarion, and retprircs 
on aldntion., according to circumstances, citlier a sttLall 
inMcst) or a great one (6u.sl). The mnic hiw to be 
observetl with respect to tlie clothes, which an? sub¬ 
jected to a purificatiou if touched by the smaUest drop 
of water.* The claiiiing of the |>ody b strictly per¬ 
formed amongst nil Mussuhnen; nor, on the whole, b 
the law about the clothes lust sight of; Init I Imvo 
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DFvcf seen peo|jJe in llie West «f Aaia, as tn Bokhara, 
repeat their prayers starfc-nakeJ, fiom u religions scru¬ 
ple, that their dothea might hat’s been defiled 'vrithout 
the eye having detected it. It is CKtrenidy ridiculous, 
that in any religion, ns la the case in tlm Mduunmeilitii, 
whole voltitnea should be writtm as to the manner in 
which its followers are to deoiiee their body after each 
large or small evncuiition. The law, for instance, com¬ 
mands the Istindjah (remo^wl), istinknh (ablution h 
and istibra (tlrying), Ui.., a small dod of earth la first 
used for the local deanaingt then water, at least twice, 
and finally a piece of Unen, a yard in length, in order 
to destroy every ptisslblc trace. In Turkey, Arabia, 
arid Persia, only one of these acts is performed,-^-the 
istinkah; but in Central Asui all three are considered 
necessary; and in order to prove tlie high standard of 
their piety, zealous Mohunirnwlans carry three nr four 
such clods of i^th, cut with a kuiic that is used for 
no other purpose besides, in their turbans, to have a 
small store at hand. This commamlment b iiften car¬ 
ried out quite publicly in the bazaars, Imn a desire to 
make parade of their conBcientious piety. I shall never 
forget the revolting scene, when 1 saw one day a teacher 
give to Ilia pupiU, boj's and girls, instroctious in the 
handling of the clod of earth, finer* and W) fortli, by 
Way of experiment. It never occurs to any one tFiat 
such a tenet b disgraceful, nor does any body perceive 
that these extremes of [jhysical deanlincss lead directly 
to the extremes of moral impurity. 
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The extreme severity mth which the law of the 
Harem executesl ia Bitktuim, is hkilceitl for in viiln 
anxxijs the Wcetcra MohiutiincflanA, or cvcfij itmiwy 
the fanatic ?flcf of the WaJiaiiihs. Thin law, so con- 
tmj' to nature, Iins necessarily lieuu the cause of a 
certain rice e^unllv cpjjtniry to nature, wui which, 
nltliough it exists among I'urfce, Ar»h« and iVrskxus 
ifl conhutni within a ccmpomtively narrow limit, and 
condemned as a “despicable mu'* hy the interpreters 
of tljc Komn 03 well (» by puhlir. opinion. In Central 
Aria, especially in Bokham and Khokonil, this atro- 
cioiis crime is carried to a frightful extent, and the 
religions of these countrie-s conrideririg it a. prutection 
agsinat any transgression of tlie law of the Harem, 
ami declaring it lo be w sin, marrioges d la JTihrfu* 
have Iwcorac quite pojiulnr; nay, fathers feet not the 
smAllcst oompunefjon m smTcndiiring their suns to it 
friend or acquouiiance for a certain annual Btipeud. 
Our pen refuses to describe this disgusting vice in its 
full extent! bnt cvim the few hints wo Itnve thrown 
out arc sufficient to stiow the afiyss of crime to which 
on exoggemted religious fknaticwni degrades mankind. 

It is just the (uinsc with the proKibitioiu of spirituous 
liquors, Tlie Koran commands not only ahstmence 
from wine, hut fivim idl intoxicating drinks, for tide 
reason, that a state of intoxication would be attended 
by neglfict of prayer, or of any otJier pious duty. 
The Western iloliamniedam interpret this command¬ 
ment »s refiirring only u» wim- (s(mmh) in the strict 
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sa^se cif the word, and coitrfder drinkuig arak (lirandy) 
aliijady a initch rifftince i niati}', indeed, are of 
opmloiti, tJiiit fiincu it hiut not been expressly metKiotijCti 
in the {Lunui, it would titit lie regarded os & sin to 
dmtk it wttli water, Lt Turkey oini Perm hrandy 
is as inneh in favour antoiig^ tiiu liotter educiited 
chiases, »» tvodki in Puosm; but in Bokhara liotli 
brandy and wine are very' rarely mci with. Even 
thtise who do not wuifesa the Mohumniedun religion, 
such Its Jews and. liindooe, camiot ilrink it except 
clandestinely, and the mere pronouncing the w<»nls 
aluunh and nradc, is a «in in tlie eyes of the urthodox. 
With £icta like these one would expect the greatest 
sobriety* muiuiig the [Nxtiilc, but idosl how terrible Is 
the substitute hvpocriav has invented 1 

The Centtnl Asiatics moke it tlit^uactiou botweeii 
fluid and Jrtdid ajiirits. The former are strictly for¬ 
bidden, whilst the latter, by which all iwrcotica are 
unrlerstotxl, are [rx>ked upon as perfectly innocent. 
The famous upium’cators of Couatantinopte, who, at 
the present day nlmost exdticl, were seen dolly, at 
tile ht'^miing of the ceatuiy, in the tiotorlous liiqiiaEe 
of Direludtl and adnured by all picssenihby—the 
vurioua ltiishisb-(ateTS in Egypt—the lovers of the 
comparatively harmless terj’ak in Perm,—all these are 
aa nutiiing in com|Hirison with the bengia* of Central 
Asia. 

• Bcng m IImp TLEHif rf thw priiwD pmdiTiodd fttrm ilm fttiihhii 
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lu thfi ^rst*mmKd couiitrits^ opiitni luw a rival ia 
*‘ pfttcr hvochwn,” mid hokK thciyfort;^ a divIiltKl ero- 
pirc; but in Turkwtan, wiiere thv “jolly god” is u 
stnujger, it reigns pommoiitit, aiid ita d«stroyttig 
[xiwicf IS fearlitl. The mtimbiT of beiig»cjiters is 
grentt-st Ill Bokhara and Khukarid, luid it b no cx- 
Bggoratiim to say tliut tlirce-fiiurtlis of die learned 
aiul official flrorlfl, uri in other wnrdf>, the is'hole in* 
telUgcut clttss^ are viofjiua to tbiw viee. The Govwn- 
mem Kailw mi with jwrfcct mdiffcrence, while himdredi, 
nay, thoiniajiilg, commit quickie. It never occtrre to 
any one t^t a prohibition should be uuule on tiiia siib- 
jeci^ but if a nmu were covivicted of having tasted a 

(ln*i> of wine, he would be behaulwl witiniut anr 
further ado. 

These errors, together with many others of the 
Bumi* kind, nnist no doubt be ascribed to an wceiitric 
seruputouanesfl in observing the existing laws. Strange 
aa they arc, they apfM;^ ]«« sunirimng when com* 
pored with Ihose viewa and opinions which arose in 
Eastern Mohammiidaiiiani in consequetice of u dif* 
ferent interpretation of those trudirioiial degmaa, 
which are not. only rejt'Ctcd aw erronoi.iia, but Satly 
condemnwl by the learned Mohammedoiiaof the West 
Among rhese we are struck timt of ail with the reUgi^ 
OUB ordew or pious fratcraitiea, which are spread in 
on extiwirdmaty manner over Centre! and arc 
subject to such strict regulattona, and conducted with 
a fervour which conttnato singularly with the clioractor 
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of ElisUTtt uutiuus, esjiecially tho Asiatics. 

In the Western Islimutii: countries wb meet the 
\iiriDUfl onlers of tin* Ovcisi, Kudric^ DjcUli, Mevlevi, 
Rnfai, Bektiislii, die., wiiich, at all times treated with 
civility tlic rknioJ!, were never able to attract 
within their mape circle more than a few individools 
of a hcatcil miogination; whereas, on the contmty, 
the Nakishlictidi, Maklidniuaazauu, in Btikharu and 
Khokoiid, embotly large mosses of the pupalation, who 
ore apj>r>intwL gnidedt and gtn’enijwl by the officers of 
the ordtiT, represeothig the lempumry supreme chief. 
Every commniiity, however small in numbers, com* 
prises one or more I.diims (priests of the order) beside 
the Eow'ful Mollob, lleis, &c.; and I have often felt 
Dstoiiished at witnessing liic blind olEedicnce and re¬ 
spect |a^l>l to the memhens of the order aa com^iared 
with the kinner. It need fcareely be added, that 
these influential Uliana stand frwiueotly in the wav of 
the Government, but it has n«’cr vuntured to offer 
them any check or rei#istaii(!e, regarding, as they do, 
religious orders as inseparable from Islam. Mohom- 
tned expreasl}' stated, “ La Rithbitnitum jS/ Warn”" 
“ no monks in Islam." Nevertheless the Khan, hia 
ministers, even many Ulemne, in spite vf tlie latter, 
regarding tlie Islion as [lowerftil rivals, and hating 
them accordingly, arc in the huhit of sdoptiiig the 
outward attributes of one or Ihe other order, out of 
deference to public opinion. 

'Ibe Jiididai procedure of Eastern Mohammedans is 
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equaHj? r^marlcAlilti. Tliey etitirdj reject die Urf, i*?,, 
tfiii deci^ii of file judge, baaed ujioii bw owii judg¬ 
ment tutd convicticdis, in casee whtm die Sheri&t (tJie 
bwfl of die Kiuran) « Luatifficient; as tEie Kaiiuih 
I.f., Liwfl finwiied hj Inter legiski««, Tlie bitter tbej 
fegartl ha heretidiU iiuKimtionB, and they tmkv. the 
Sheiint, or the code of lawn eimumting frotii the Komn, 
aa tiieir ante and mfidliblo guide, Thnl die biws 
Mohummed filmed twelve hundml vears ago for the 
twciid WBiite of the Bimple Aral«,' al„mld not auii 
cvejT cUmo anti e^Kxdi^ ctiii be no matter of aurjirise. 
In Tufk^ and Per^ the ncceasit}' fi>r reform luis 
long be^ fdt. The Goviinimenis of dnwni cotititrtea 
have tried in all to flujiply die defidendee of 

UMiir primitive iwles Iiy supiilemeutd additintis, how¬ 
ever much the opinions of the Ulemna redstol otidi 
n ste|), natiiniljy foreneoing fn»m It, a« diey* diii, the 
dowiihJI oJ' tluur power. In Turkofitnn, not only the 
Alollfllifi, but the Govenimtuit, and tvervbody in’feet, 
la highly indignimt at the veiy id«i of a witiptemenL 
in dieir eyo, the Koran fe «iia fine oa a hair, mi aba«, 
us a tworrh and satisfit^a oil [Kiwiblc wants of life*" 
whoever thought difthnmtly would bo trenied as a 
^cked muu and aii iufidd. Pe,>p|e cot, drink and 
^esa, m strict ccnlormlty witli the phscejits of the 
Korwi; it h the standhig rule, by whidi all taxa* and 
foll-nnjneyft arc levied, dwj Btomlanl, by winch oU 
wars are conducted^ and the guide for di^cting thdr 
pdadoiw with foreign fiowew! Upon the «ime |«-in- 
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cipte, wiy innaimtion Id domestic life is stricily tor' 
bulden im flti. KtigLmd, Rmsm, and oiiier 
fitDte&i of whoiu the iConui makes no menttoiii ennuot 
be fecc^iied by the Tartur rulers de facitti OD the 
contrary, they consiiler it their dtiiy to fipjK.tse thcjii 
as intnuliD^ by the Ian* of the Djihad (the religious 
eombut), H policy which will^ of course, ns ulreaily 
sufficiently shown, lead tliem to entire destruction. 

Witii regard to the Shiitiab Persionit, the Eastern 
Moliniametkns stand in a very dlfTcmit relndon to 
them frcim their Western brethren. Tins religiuujs 
schism, as is well known, baa often been the cause tif 
long and bloody wors,—mider the pretext of a tem- 
|Kimty quarrel. Ever since tiie first disstuiMoiLs took 
place between the dynasties Akko^mulu aiiJ {varakn" 
yutdu, Turks and Arabs have frequently been o[qHj(<ed 
to the Persians in destructive and calntnitoua warst 
deq> hatred and bitter resentment separated the two 
sects, and tlie funner succeeded in ejecting tiieir 
Shiitiah enemies from the Etoud of Iskmistn. The 
Persian is looked upon oa an heretical Mussulman, 
but always tut a Mussuhnait; he is admitted to the 
holy dtiee and all placee of pilgrimage, the orthodox 
Sunnite does not object to pmy with htm in the Bumc 
mosque, and in modem times the hatred between the 
Osmanli and Pernon has already so 
that the latter is permitted by Jaw to intennarry with 
the former. 

In Central Asia there exists no trace of imything of 
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tJit Lluii, Hcpo tJie Puisuinii liatcti Atul ftcrKcuit^ 
(H iiepctly Htt on thw ftral apptianinco ittmif ijf the 
Sbiitisb seci. It] th^ year of ihe HidJtTi, they 
wore d<*clivred outlaws mid iiifuU-hi by thu lotwali of 
a fjertom Mollali, ^hetiiMKldtti Moliammed, a native of 
SaTaorkand, and living u, Hirrat at Uic time of tho 
Siiltati Fluiwiti Haikeiii« This fotwali him tloiio tuuL^h 
iiytuy to tiie jHwr mJmliiiuntii of Iran* fi/r, aliliough 
th« nuintudlng Turkontans would have tajcoii rliiiin 
pdiioticrra witijout any riv*in of law, they would tnjt 
have been sold in the murkot-jdai.'e rtf fatiiidca) liok* 
luu^ hod not the btatjd of the KatLr rjualifiad them 
for it, only aueh Bjen aaleahle. Whatever 

cmeltiea were ptwtisod on them, were all owtnmitted 
under the pretext of punching un unbeliever, and 
though Eastern KlohamirutdaiLs try u> vindicate the 
Alolklis of Ttirkeston, by pobting out that fiie FVr- 
Biaiia FGcrjgiibe oiu' and the fiuiie Koran, and one mid 
the (rame prophet, yet they decUare the fetwuh to lie 
ju$t and projNtr, and protect against all aiieertiotia to 
the contTury, of the We^-Mohoxuinedau learned men, 
as igtioimice mid t-rror. 

There are eaBentiid diatbedon# ulm in tlie ritual of 
the Eastern and W’tMteni ilohamim-danft. I doubt 
very much whether, even at Bagdad and Damascus, 
during the moat brilliant period k Islamism, officeiB 
(Rds) were daily ItaiTirbng the streeta, stopjaiyf 
everybody in the mitbt .d their daily occupations b 
order to hear tliem the prayer Eatzn-Ayin, and pii* 
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ntul img the ipiomut on the spot. This Is actually 
done in IWkham at the present day. in the 
Various ceretnoiiiesi of circtimcistDii, marriage^ and 
burhih the Ceiicnvl Asiatics have several cUFtoms of 
their own, entirely beterogencoua to Western Ishun; 
their daily prayers, ^vhich have to be repeated five 
times, consist here of nutre Rikats (gimuflemcms) 
than in oilier countries; and it L* curious, at the Eaan 
(call to prayer), the Turhestana most carefully avoid 
all tunc or tndisly, and recite it b a sort of liowL 
The manner in which the Ezan is cried in the West, 
is liere declared aintul, and the beautiful, tuelancholy 
iintcs, which, in the silent hour of a moonlit-evening, 
are heard tiwm the slender minorete ou tlie Bosphorus, 
fascinating every lu^arer, would lie listened to by tlie 
B^wkluuiot witJi feelings only of detestation. 

In addition to the abo't'c let iw l>ear hi mind the 
many mosques, medre«(us ah fill«jd to overfiowing 
with worsliippers, the Karikhanc, houses, where 
blind men recite tivo Koran tlie whole day tong, the 
numerous Klianka, where fanatics roar out their Ziltr 
day and night, and with whicli iustitutioiia every city 
is crowded; tlien let us picture to oursdvea the 
various geatures, the severely earnest looks and the 
whole apjiearanee of the Mullahs, lahanc, Dervishe^ 
Knlentcru, mid asiMrtics, one of wild fiuiaticism, and it 
might perhaps be possible form mi idea of I^ukha^^ 
of this pillar of Islam, thef4> headquarters of an over- 
stmimsl religious »wd, and where the religion of the 
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Ani}> } n»p)iet Iia^i (legi.’nfiratc«l into a form, sucti « 
the Gnindflr no rlotibt nover -Aished hw wvtrh ehonld 
a^unie. Prfmi hpro it lias apreatl with the iMiie ten¬ 
dencies ever AflglwiijHUfi tn Imlift, Kiwliinir, and the 
Chinese Tartaiy, atkI nartlrwords bm fur KiuEan. In 
all these phbH'A tlie spirit of Bokhara limi taken firai 
toot, for Bokluu^ ta their mirJ neither Gun* 

standiiople nor Mekk% hut B^/khara is hmkutl ti|) to as 
their i«le guide. It U here tfiat otir civiliiftiion wiU 
encounter more serious olwtadt^t tlinn in Western 
Aflin, and Rni«j(i most Ukelv Ims dnaidv made tliin 
experience with respect to the TnrtiJ^.. Jt would 
W a tiwitcr rrf rrgrei, if the English Govvmment 
should not as yet have felt this to W the tmth with 
her 40 mihiona uf Moiimmnednn siilijbcto hi India. 
The c<nis«^umhji!a wouM tie siii« and ijicmtahlc. 

So much at present for lj,c differance between 
hasU-m and Western Mohammedanhmi, anrl without 
much research we slmD find the prfnci,ml causes to be 

foIkvwR: 

hrttly, Asia, the chief soot, and fouutam*head of 
religiima fonBriciam, is tii,, ^ 

eastward, the tnnn* true to ito ancient type. As in 
genera! the inJuihitants of Jndm, Thibet, and China 
are more t^centric, more religicmsly foiwtical, or- in 
other words, more A.sktic, than thefollowera af Iskm, 
to the same measure the Eaidcm MoliaminediuiB are 
more Mafou^ than tliair Westoni co-religtomsk 
S«^fUy, the same eccentric fafuiricism. which the 


HEAD (IL’ARTEHS 4>P HOtlA-^MtEDAKLSAI. 21)1 

Central AttiAtica disj<kj«d v^hen professing the doc- 
triiieji of ZorcfiBter, liafl Wii tKi‘ coofie why Uiek 
convmiort to iatmn cost the Arabs so mueb time and 
trouble. It took iiiore tJuui 2(K) years, liefote the re- 
U^oit of Mohatnioed hft«I completely supplanted the 
old faitii. sixaier tiud the conquerors left it towri 

than Uie newly-converted inhahifants returned to 
their old faith, ami the town liad to He ro-conqncretl 
and re^eoirvprteii. Kut when tite iron [terseverance 
of the Aralis Jiiul at last succeeded bi making' them 
Mohammednna, Un^' uttitclud tliemselves to the new 
religion with the .‘oune fervour tht^' hml mimlfesled in 
the ohi. As early as die heginning of the rule of the 
^uiumidea, we find in Transoxnkia men of high 
repututiou, thmuglioiit Islatn, for their leombg and 
their exempliuy |iiety. Belklt had already then ac¬ 
quired the name of KubbetlU Tslatn, the dome of 
Islam. The city and neigh hour bnod of linkhors were 
crowded willi the (ontbs of saints and learned men, 
and we can easily understand how it hajipened that 
these TurkcHtnni citien had in piety and leanting 
become successful rivals of Ehig*huli •'He then centre 
of the MohammcHlan world, w'here devoticaud **ai] 
wa* ecll]iscd by the splendour of worldly grandeur. 

After the extinction of the dynasty of the Sam- 
an ides, hut especially during the Mongol conquests, no 
doubt all religious life siifTered a tempomry check, 
but tin? edifice has never been shaken to its founda¬ 
tions os in Bagdiul, where Ilelagu, in destroying the 
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l^lianTom Guliplintti of Xlotatiitiibilbh^ broke tiie chief 
Atrei^dj of [fikoi and scaitterwl it to tbe winds. In 
Tmtmoxuniii, fjti liit* othrar hand, ifa enei^ca were 
being silently strungtlianed mid tnaiiired. Tintur 
aimed nt. making biv native Lome the chief seat of 
Moluunnictlati leamingf and his work nrai continued, 
though in a tliffenmi spirit, by die rulers of the 
Shulbotu dvTuwiy. It can theTefore excite no minder 
tliat Ikikluim lias been able b> preserve to ihf present 
day, that prectm; Btandurtl of rcligiouii itsccciclsni 
H’hiolt nltaracterlxtM] latum tit the midrlto ages. 

Thirdly, the gnrait b«iiy of the Sunnit<ea tms been 
separntefl by the schum of Penda pTHCtictdlr, if not 
morally, into two distiuct jmrTa, aud the aeparatimi is 
certain to cantintic. Tho pilgrimagoH to the Imly 
cities of Arabia liavc by no nleans cumpeiuMited fiir 
the undoubtedly greater mtoreoursu, tvhicb, in the 
tintiiia of the catiphnt, could be conied on without 
fear ol diatiirlituiee from the Kastem t» the Weetem 
fKmticr of I slam. Sectarian nnimosit}* him heen [iiii'- 
poscly kept alive;, uid has rendtTCil Peraia a dongef' 
ons coniitTy to any Sunivitbih trevclkr. Wbilat great 
political changes, oa well ns constant intercourse with 
ChtisTuin Ktirope, c»mhine<l to bring the Western 
Sunnites tuider the influence of foreign luxiiiLl tela" 
doM, the Eastern Suniiitea, left entirely to themselves, 
hod no opparttuii^ ofteied them of intriHlucing either 
changes or refiinns. They lofiked with itultc as much 
abhorrence aa the Chinese and Hindtios tipin heretical 


I1£AI> iiUAKTKKW Ot MOlUUMEnAXtiiiM^ 


203 


Persia, the imly cotratry which uffc>rctv<l tJieRi the means 
of conmitinjcutioTi witJj the West. 

’I'lie Qbservntti}ii whieti I (lave ofFerwl* ihnt the in- 
fttieru'C^ (if Euro]lean Chrijithuillv have wt.’Stom 

from va^teru h^iaui tn titoiiy cardinal of faith, 

ifuty lead many of our nuders to liojie, thnt the evor- 
incnoiiiitig txiiimiuiiicalmii ami intervliange of iik'aa 
will ^rnultmlly cfFeot a Iota! imturfomuitlon in Asia, or, 
liH tuiuiy travellers of morlem time* litOitve, 

that A«tu aill be Kttropemilsed. 

The niiestion is nut-nraliy one of bterest tn evety 
one who wishes (ami who does not wisli it) for an 
improvement of the social relations in Asia, and far 
tcK.! iniportail t for a mere ihaskIi ertamluii tion. N iwer- 
tlieleAs, in onler to obi’Mitc eertaitj niiAiiiterpreTiitifins 
or hdse cfnistrnctions, we miiif mnark, fhnl the iilxive 
rdMvr^-atiou in not to be reganled as oJTering an in- 
hdlible rest of Western Mohammedan advancement ► 
MV Imve to be careful^ not to mistake Ibr jnieihma 
metal the tinsel of Euroj^eati civilisation ami modes of 
thuughr, with wliich Youn^ Turkey luid Perstii tn* 
sh'nvour to gnmish thiar innate barliarism. I must 
confess the result of Eiiro|K!Jin infliieitce in these 
ctmiitries la liLthrrto bW! verj' small and in effect nal. 
The iiiexjicrieoceil eye uf a tourist is deceived by tlieir 
hB>ing fjartly adopted our dre#* and rtiroititi'O, but all 
else is now just aa tt was hi olden tiiues, and will pro¬ 
bably continue so for a very tong time to come. 

It is taken for granted that imr retalljns, as Euro* 
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Iieans mtU Asia, arc those, u it were, between a tuit 
toul his mother, the latter possessing a certain amount 
of sujjcrstitioo, witli which she finds it difficult to pm-i;. 
From Asia we received our descent, mentally and 
matertally, as well ns our education, hut nobody 
would reproach ua witli ingnititutle or want of respect, 
ii wc reject the views and apiaiona of “our ngwl 
parent, and fijr her own benefit taxiasianaUy press up>n 
W our ideas instead. I use purposely the expre«iion 
press upon,** for whatcvicr has l>een ailopted of 
European ci^-iliaatkrti in Asia up to the present day, 
has not lieen the rcsiiU, cither of conviction nr a 
liking for our social relatiooia, but. simply that of fear. 
A forced love never lasm, and were we to hase our 
speculations aa to the liiture of tJie whole of Aflm upon 
the rJiangcfl hitherto effected in Western Aam, they 
would iiicvitahly prove fellacious. 


CHAFFER Xin. 


THE SLAVE TRADE AXD SLAVE LIFE I?f 
CENTRAL ASIA. 

Tiie last cannqiX'shot fired by the victorious eluunfiions 
of th« Union tlnfir secediiijr brethren, ul though 

it has not entirely j>ut ati end to the ahwe trade m the 
Western heinispherte, tius iiererthu)t=!«ji deidt it » very 
severe blow. The flaw of Great tlrthun in the ■water* 
of Eastern Africa ftiid the recent coiKjuest of tlie whole 
Caucasus by the JitissiitJi* hiivc, u«a^at extetit., criit- 
]jle<l the fiotoe aboniJnahlc truffle aniojig the ^Molioin*^ 
tuetlaita of Western Asia, The Indukiit, enervateil 
Orientals may still regard with bitter resentment and 
rancour the efFort* of Ennipe in the cause of humanity; 
but the sale mid jHindiase of human beings ia ever)'* 
where prnetised inth a certain reserve Arising from a 
ReniH* of shame, or, to syeak more correctly, of tear of 
Euro[jeafi eyes. This trade la now lo be found un¬ 
fettered and uiiembarmssed only hi Central Asia. 
Here, in the ancient seat of ^Vjaadc barbarism and 
ferocity, thousands eveiy year fall victims to this in- 
hiiumn trade. These rictima ore not negroes, occupy' 
hig the lowest place in the human race, but belong to 
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u lutjoi] otliflirotctl in>«r, tut of old, tor iu coJtnre uiid 
civititiatiou. TtxesKf not only oxctliRngt; rn^tlom for 
Hlavcty', l»ut at the saint!i time the comforTe of eum’ 
jxirattve civiloiattoit i'»»r tile itiL^erie^ of wuii-sava^ 
life, and are tocti from ditur simlini' homes to jiuie 
away in iJhi tli'serf , Tlie lot of such captives b even 
iitinler than tliiit ot the ue^jfrw. Inusniitch as to this 
day Kiitv»jK‘atiH have had very liilJe infoniiatiou with 
rospet to the inlserahk' state of tJiEugs which prevaita 
in tile distant rt'j^ons of Centrul Asia, it may not ite 
out of phtce if I htrii iveount my i,>wii expericncea of 
them someu'hut in iletail. 

Wiiut tile l^urtiiguese slave traders and iho Arabian 
ivory merchouts arc hi (’entnd Afrioa, tluit are the 
Tiirkomans in if**; n^irth-posteru atid north-weateni 
jKirtiona of Inin, indeed we may say iij all l^erstn. 
Wherever nomad trilH*» live in the imnieiliutc nel^jh- 
bouriioiid t»f a civiliswl cotintry, them will robLaiiy 
and slnvcrj' imavoidnhly t-xiat lit a ^tn-atcr or le^ 
exttuit. The itoVerTy-strickcij ehlldrun of thv diwi-rt 
are endowed by iialiin; with an insatiahlu Inst tor ad- 
vetitmv-, and fitunea ix»|)td>k< of liupjKiiiin^ the mast 
Uirriblc privatlotis iiml fiiti^tnes. What the scanty soil 
of thdr native wilderness denim them, they seek in 
rJie lutifla of tlieir more favourtd neighVnmrw. The 
hiterconnic between them, Imw^'cr, is seldom of a 
friejidly charueter Aa tjte plutiik-red and lianlly 
useil ugncnlmrist cuiiunt, and ihire not, pursue the 
well-nioumod uorawl juirtws the |«ithkss deserts of 
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flaud, tUu latter, protected by tlic ttuturt of the country, 
coil curry ou his otreer of plunder and rapine nittiout 
fear of chBEtisemimt. in former times the cities on 
die bordeni of the Great Satuiiu titid of tlie Axaliian 
desert were in the eanie plij^ht. Even at the present 
<ky ihe cturavans in the Utter country Jire exposed tt» 
the greatest dangers, Itnt I'ersia has to suffer Irom 
these evils to a .still greater extent, ns the deserts 
which Ibrm tier nortJient iHXindaiy are the nicKit ex¬ 
tensive tuid the must savage in the M'orld, wiiile thuir 
tnhabitimta are the most cniel and lea.'^t civilised of 
noiuaiis. 

The wars of hoan' ariticjuity between die IinnlaTis 
ami Tumniaua, sung by the master singer of the Shah 
Nameh, ** the Book of the Kings," seem to liave liad 
thdr origin in acts of doliioce perpetrated by die 
Utter. It is true tliat tbt» combatants of that {jcrhal 
are represented in the jHtooi as l^elonging to one and 
the Mime race, but we iind tlmt at Lbe jjeriod of the 
expedition of Alexander the people of iiortheru Iran 
called on the great MacerlnuLut to afford tliem protec¬ 
tion Bgidiist their iiorthcni ne^hbours, whom tliey 
describwl as terrible beings of uihunnm aspect—pro¬ 
bably tliey were of the true MutsgolUn tyjjc, which 
di&ra widely from tliat of the Iranians. Alexander 
built a great wall from the Caspian Sea to the Kur- 
dUtan mountains. This iitmiense wtirk, however, did 
not come up to the expectations of its founder. Like 
the Great Wall of China, built for a aimilar purpoac, 
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it could n<rt jwrtniuietiily kwjjj fjut the ItttrlmmTw, 
Their nn|wtiioiis fu*y butut thmiigh such fef^bJe ob- 
stAcltiH, uiul tinthinjt could check their dcv:ntttutir)jc 
iiicursimiA except tJie tncTTiOtic rule ut* mmi^ except 
tioiudlv \-igoruuA wlio itiaicifi of [,n^tectinp 

hi» fttihjeois W A fitoiie iivrilh d'ul ivitli a irelhdift- 
cipliiwd Army* Tlim h tite cil<4- ai iJie pn^nt <Jay. 
J'he Ttickonmnis BJitl thiSilA'fis dtrvet tlieir flmiiVK iiC'* 
corrliujT to the peaceful or •i)Ati]rl.>c<l suitp of the 
ndjAcent jiroviiiceSi or the (!ui*r)^ or iiiiloleiico offheu* 
pwpective isovernDns* Uurinfr' tlie limjrdojs which 
AttMidetl the catahlklitutiiit of the KrtrljArkh dmutsty, 
indtvuhud bujids of Voniut Torkotufluji ptudii-tl their 
predatory incunduuA iii» fur the nei^hbourJiucHl of 
hijalioji, idfhougli the grtaiLer uiimiwr of ihi'iii were 
ueri-iug uiiilcr tlie Immu r of Agti Mohutimiod Kbiui* 
At the SHdJL* jieriod tJie Tekkia prt^^l fr,rvr>ml on 
the fiorth-easi for us Scistaii. At tin? prf-sunl [lay 
it is the two provitiiitffl of Khrimsstiu Aini Miuttonleruu 
which siittir nioiit, Tlie Tnrkomuiin first of all he 
quire into the duiiuctcr and Aflniiniatratiinj of a newly 
Appoitited governor, and if they funi hi him signs of 
cowAPdiev or ncghHjf of doty (which moftm fini caso), 
they make repoAtvd mcursioiifr with terrible spcc<l on 
tlic dyfenceli‘6» province committed to lits tjarv. On 
the other hand, tliey Itordly dare to show themselves 
in thasc ptnetis where a vigonni^ uTid active offietT is 
At the hi^nl of uffidrs. At the time of my joiirticy 
ihmugh KlinmssAji the rnntJi^ were ko stifc that tm- 
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V4*t1trs go aluii^ thntugh diittinctA vrhti:!! a-4*iv 

tnrttierly tmughi with rUnger, that the largest mid 
best upjximtetl carav{iii» C^iolil poAs there only wlieii 
accfunpiuiied by n IhxIv of tjotijns ant) a of 

camLuu. At timt time tJie govonior, SiiItHu Miintd 
Mirzn, kept tlie nonuuts tn cliettk. Everv move¬ 
ment of theira ^viu$ rejHirted to hitii by hL» spie-s nnd, 
OK sottti on they sIiow«l thenisolvest they wm: attuckoil 
in their own baiuita, and received t^visre ptmUhment. 
In A^tmlnui, on the conlTan', where r fool wa.H eii' 
tnifttofl ivith the admlnlstriition, the neighbourhood 
was niiAafo that the Yoiinita carrieil ofT i^eraiiuia 
ciiptive inam the very pttes of tiie-town. 

There arv sovemi trllxss of Turkomans both on the 
edge luirl ill tire interior of thv ih-^rt^ wiiii cunsHler 
the robbery of hiimnn Swings sw indisiicnaablc a menns 
<tf liveiihcxx] UM to deem tfieir existence in the i>tep{>es 
initrossibU!, if tJiey were to tie dcjiidved iif this produc- 
five siurcc of wealth. As other natiotis talk about 
“t)io jtriispects of u gotid harvest,'' so they talk ainutt 
“the pros^KCts of open I'Oftds to Iron." The umc 
which eUewhere is eitiployt^ in pliiughhig, irrigat¬ 
ing. and sowing the tields, Is sjxtnt l>y them in train¬ 
ing their horssCR, himiishing their amis, ond iti mock 
ctifiihuts. ('nstoin ttos rui-icd their detesbahle occupn- 
tioii to tfio nmk of & rcwigiiised trade. It is looked 
ujKtn as I) l>jilni'l, or religious war, against the Siuitc 
RcIiIamnticR, wlio ntv declared to be no better rban 
infidels. A?» the herexs set out on fheir mii'entnrr 
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tb .7 are t>ul>ticly ilisroigeed with the bteanioga of- the 
mliuAtora «rf their rcligicni; and in. caae of luiy one of 
them pajlnj^ with his life for hij enoprojti€«* (which 
very suldoin occurs), he is at home declared to be a 
marttT, a mouiul of earth Momed with tlaj^ )k heaped 
over his remains, which are seldom left tu the hands 
of the euemies, and the devout mote ]rtl{jrinuijjes to 
the holy place, where they implore wtJi of con* 
trltifui the mtercession of the canonised robber. 

The terrible extent to which the most es^Aised pro¬ 
vinces suffer from these excursions is explained by the 
courage and reaolntiori nf the Turfainmns, No war, 
no di 7 Vii 9 tation caused by the eletnenta, van be cotii- 
I»red to the which their depredations wcaaiou. 

Not only Is all trade and ocmmerce on the highways 
crippled, but even the hualiandnian must provide him¬ 
self with u tower in which he can take refuge, when 
suddenly attacked by them during his taboure bi the 
ficliL.. TJic uiialiest village is stirroundttl by a wall. 
Even these meosunss do not suffice, for tile robbers 
ofteu wane ui large bands and by rioge to such for- 
tj 6 ed pbcea, and not seldom carry the whole popub- 
tion, men, women, and chililrtm, into captivity with 
all their moveable property. 1 liave seen in Eastern 
Khornssari villages whoite inlmbitajUs, although in the 
inimeilbte vicinity of largo forests, |>as 3 tlie winter 
without fires, because nunc dare venture out to cut 
w«^ beyond the walk. Other* suffer hunger, as 
their water-mills are outside the village, Tnivelting 
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is, of coiirwi, rcgHT^ed as a moat dt*i$p«rate vienturs, 
vrhidi ito one undertakes save in cases of Ute most 
urgent necessity* or under the protection of an, armed 
force. 

The renders of my book on Central Asia will hare 
already formetl some idea howfiu- this fear of captivity 
among the Turkomans is well-lounded. Tlie lot of 
the negro, conlined in the close hold of a ship during 
his pussage frutn Airica to America, is sufficiently 
luu-tl, yet It is not less hard to be bound behind die 
saddle of a numiut with the feet Horl under the belly 
of the horse, to be ineufficientiy supplied with food 
and water, and to be thtis transported for days acroes 
the weary deitert, far from one's dear country and the 
Ixuiom of one’s fomily. These privationa of savage 
life iu the tent of the rude nomad aud under an b> 
clement akv are the harder for the Persian to bear, as 
at hmne he lb accustomed to cooked food and the com* 
forts of civilised life. In addition to these suiferin^ 
he is loaded with heavy chains, which are not removed 
by night or by day. He is continually the abject of 
the reviliugs, curses, and blows of Ida tyrannical 
master. Indeed the tirat stage of his slavery is the 
most grievouB, 

At the present day the occupation of stealing men 
is followed by the (E^tbegs and Turkomans alone. Of 
the drst race the inhahitants of Khiva are to be egpe> 
cially noticed, but they only follow it when in the 
course of their hostilities with (he Turkomans they 
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a™ driven towanis tlu‘ rrontiew of Inin. The Ihik- 
Imridts have no< oiijinxichod thoste fiwitipni amce the 
couuDuncemont of tliia century, aitr] (he inhabitmitA of 
Khokond (nay be eaut to have tujver cotnc tfi conliict 
with them. Ot the TnrkciiniiiiA, the Tekkee and the 
Tomute are niowt uddktwj to ihia traffic: the firet. 
Bcekin;? their victims in Khoiw^swi, Herat, atiJ Scurtmi, 
aiirf even the weaf^rti frontier of Alghonietan; 

the latter oloiij; the southern (dwrejj of the Ctwpian 
Sea. After tbeK the SaJiirs and the .Snriks are to be 
mentioned, who, broken in jmwer and diminiidiod in 
iiuiubcm, seldoiu, but then witii im much the. 
fury, make tiitir mcurHiww. The Alielta mid Karos 
con only now and tlieu get liold of a cnratmi of 
IlinduA, Tadjiks, or even A^hans, and these oiJy on 
the road to Bokhara. The Tchaudura, who dwell be¬ 
tween the lower part of the course of the Oxiw and 
the C^puui Sea, nince the Russians arc no louro 
marketable, nor bidet'd easy to nitcli, liave scarcely 
any field loft them for exercTaiug their man -stealing 
propemiitjcs. 

The majority of the alaves in Centml Asia are 
Shiite Persiann, more t»|iedatly frcira the proviuoefl 
mentioned ab^jve, fbough many ft^m (he rcimuning 
ppin-incea ore also captiiml, eitlier in war or tluriug 
their pilprimage to Mtalad. Ikyidwi thi-m there are 
Siimiite PoTsiniw from Khof ami Herat; the last arc 
geuerally caught while cultivating (heir dnlda, or 
while gathering the pUtachio nuts. Djemshidis and 
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wbo full victims to theur mutital foiuis, tire 
often to be met nilfi, and still smeller is the 
number of Afghaiia and Huidits. Nny, Os nmnlin ami 
Arabs, iit spite of tliu higli esteem iu wLioL they are 
field, are sold as slavey but, as far tw 1 know, there 
are uot more than four tnr six of them, dews alone, 
who have the rcputattoii of being sorcerers, ere re* 
gardeil witli too mud) horror fiy the uiliiibitauts of 
Turkestan to be a marketable commcMiity. 

It b difficult to estimate the ntunber thus carried 
year by year into captivity, because, as I have ox* 
plained above, it varies Hcoordiog to tlie state of thmg a 
ill Persia. Kor in it esjtier to estinmlo tlie number uf 
those sL preiieiit living in slaveiy in Turkea ton. Kot 
Hfl persons who fall into the hamis of the Turkomans 
arc sent to tlie Khanata fur aide. Taking into euu* 
sidenidou tlie distribution of jiropcrty in Iren, we may 
reckon tliat about ime-ihird of those captured in Ma* 
zenderau and ulotig the shores of the Caspum are 
mnsomed. This is a clear gain to die nomad robber, 
as he, in die lirat place, saves die expense of kcc|iing 
his merctumdise for a tong time on bund; in the 
aecofid place, he b not expjsc<i to die risk of the 
market, for should ilia captive prove physically de¬ 
ficient in some imjionant respect, he will not be aide 
to sell him at aU. Still, however, the propurtiou of 
those w'ho are thus ransomed is not eveiywhcre the 
same. The greater part of those who fall iiittt the 
liuiuls of the robljcrs are poor men, who aiv most ex- 
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posed to this danger during their work out m the 
These, of course, can rarely be nuisonied. 
But if, in the caoe of tliose wlto axe captured in 
Mazcnderan, we nmy estimate those wlxi are ransomed 
at a thirti, we cannot iwsvime tJie same of thuge who 
mu seized in the much jioorcr pnreincce of Khurasam 
aad Scistjin. I have heard, out uf (he mouth of n 
slave dealer who liad grown grey m his trade, that 
from these districts scarcely a lentli jairt are mmomed, 
the remaining nine-tenths being forwawlwl for sale in 
the mm-kctB of the Rlauiat-j. The Tuxkomim never 
retains a slave for his own uae, except (1) wlien bis 
captive is olil or crijiplwt, and yet not so nmeh so but 
that fie works enough to earn his meagre sustenance; 
if he cannot, he is at once mereiiesaly cut down ; (2) 
infimts who are brouglit up as Turkomans to become 
the wildest of robbers; (3) when Cupid makes some 
pretty brunette of an Iranian so deux to him tlmt lie 
cannot moke up fiis mind to jmH with her. This lost 
ca«e, however, hajijjens but seldom, aa the Turkommw 
ft^notorioualy the greatest misers in the world, M, 
^d^ they are wanting in that feeling of delicact! 
for which the Circateuiii Huri^l(.-a!era am so renowned, 
the harems of Khiva and Ifokluira receive many ftowera 
wfoch have lost tlieir fmibuess in Tnrkoma; haiidm 
The onlj’ Persians who are to be found amoug the 
ndiabitaufo of the steppes ara such as m thei> «.vii 
coimtiy^ would unt fjt n,uch better off, or ei«.. escaped 
cnmumla who have to continue their former courses 
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tniudoing, of muiKtcr and robbery, in conjunction 
with the nonuulB. 

It is the Ofrdinarj' practice of the men-stealera to 
keep their booty by them not Icoigier thiui two or three 
days. They are by (Sist time transferred to the slave 
broker, who bv wav of advance has already furnished 
the robbera with mfluey or xjroviBioiui. The^ dim- 
RcienccdesH ufturera iliinve the krg^^t profit finom the 
aboEDinuble tralfici for the robbera are fur tlie moat 
pftTt dLsaolute chatactere, whoi contrary to the usual 
practice of the nomadfi^ gamble awayi or isquauder in 
vicioui^ enjcjjnietitSi their money as acioii aa they get 
It. Slave brokers are of two kmtk. (1) Turkomaiis, 
who carry on the comoieree which exiBts between tlje 
Lfihubitants of the steppes imd the liliftnats. They 
wait until they have got together thirty* forty, or iiflty 
shives, then travel in a caravan t(i Khiva or Bok- 
liara. In the meantime their human mereJiandisc are 
let out for hirii as day labourers, in order to lighten 
the expense of their nuiiateimnce+ (2) Sunmte mba-^ 
hltants of tiio Peraau frontier. These men play a 
veryeuxTOUH and ambiguous rfl&j and are th^ most de¬ 
testable of all engaged in the whole business. On the 
one side they serve the Persians as go-betweens, em* 
ployed to find out such parsons as are kept in skvery 
in tlie Ateppeii or in the iLlianatsj on the other they 
are the most uaefiil spies of the namatlSi whom they 
furnish with tlie l>est intelligence about a ullage or a 
cam van. ManVi c#]wcially such as live <m the eastern 
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frontier of rersitt, have building for the rcceptiiMi of 
Idaves in Herat, Majmeoe, micl Boktmra, and jtist lu 
once iti tile year they lend to the market a string of 
m*^rable akves of Iwtli wates, so oji their return they 
bring bnek with tliem u number of captive# redeeini^ 
through their inedktUHi, From ttic fainilv of oae of 
these unfortunate creatures, they take regukriy tJirce 
times the ordinary amount of die ron^im, and talk 
largely about the difficulty of finding him, and of [»cr- 
smuJiijg bb captor to accojit of the mouev, while all 
along they know the veiy place where be k, mul have 
probably already spoken about tlie price. It b amia* 
ing to obsenre how these scamps^ diangc their t«titi. 
mente. dieir religion, and political a,iimc.ns, aerordiiig 
to ciroumstonces. On dieb way to Bokliara, while 
pla^g the pint of slave holders, riev act the zealous 
Bokhiinot, abuse the heretical Shiites, and exult in the 
just measure dealt out to the Persian sbves. On their 
return to Imu, whcti playing the \mTt of slave miwom- 
ere, thc>^ are bud in dirir abuse <if t),^ lanxfnUtv and 
cruelty of the Bokhariots, shed bitter Usita over die 
.^ortunosof the poor Peraiaiia, and are, in one word, 
tht* creBtui^^ in tJi<s world. 

In til, cmmii in whbh I myrelf nsvolW Iroin 
Boklunn t« Herat, there 

the ntle of Xhi«(j«, er ifiiweniuit of the preijhet, of 
which they wre not > litUe protnl. The tendeniMB 
nnil rare with which ,he>-,rented the m»«,ed .l„v« 
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ill tLcir charge waa Dimntit uiieafimpled. Yet these 
Vt-n- men, as the Itaider i>r the caramn Bsstired nte, 
liai] tally a feiiV nionths l^efore Jed a Tniin of miiierabie 
captives into idaverj'. In the Khaiuits of Khiva imij 
Ihikhum the ^tave dealen^ ctUIed there Dugaiafut*u6!i, 
form a rvgtiJarly organistea guild. It U remarkable 
that nigards their iiarluimiitT tliey ure lor the most 
|ftirt Sart«, liuijiks, and emancipated fcrslans, and not 
BO oi^mi <£zbcgs ur of imv otlier tribe Ijclnnging to the 
Turki^Taitaric race. The sale takeii place either in 
the dealeni ifuigauiies, or in some market-place outside 
the toivn, to vrliich place tlje gotxla art* rainoved aome 
days previous. The most im(torta])t de^iots are to he 
found In the KImnat of KiiivBr tiral oi' all at tlte capital, 
then in Hezureap, in GasaivivL in Gorlun, and in Kohne, 
llesidcjj tliest-, every place of any pretensions haa a re¬ 
tail dealer, who is in cuniiectipit with the large whole- 
luile detileiv, or sells gotals on commission. In Bokliara 
is to be mentiimotl first of all Karakul, and next the 
Capitol; besides thoiw, Karfllii and Tdiiliartljuy. It is 
t<i lie iibscrvetl tliat, eastward from 5fimnrcai}d, tliis 
uboniiimhie traffic decltriea more lUid more, so that in 
die Khunat vf Khokand there ore no large slovt* deal¬ 
ers, am] the majority of tlit* slaves to lie fuimd there 
are bought iti the territot^* of Uokhara, In the etepiiea 
lying to the north of the Khanota, ihiuiks to the spread 
of Rnsalan sway, slaves are only fouttd as articles of 
luxury in the houses of the rich liege. 

Tlie jirice of slaves in tlie mai^cts of CcTitraJ Asia, 
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like tlmt of even- conuuoditj, vuriu^ lurcordtiig to tlje 
quantity at any one time oo Bale^ which in ol 
peace is Ji's«, in time of war greater. The tlifference 
of price in male slaves of titu Kune age depuiuja for the 
moat j>ftrt ott their physical ooiicUtton and their nation- 
alityv The Turks of nortJierti Persia are ino«t j>re- 
ferred; first, because they itooner ieam lo make them' 
seh'ea understood hi the Turkish dialects of Centnd 
Asia, which are akhi to their own; Mcojidly, becaiiM' 
they have robuoter Inunes and are more occustoniL'd 
to hard work tiinn the other inliabitmits of Iran. The 
Afghans fetch tiie lowest prtcc;, not only Ix'Oaiise thev 
the greaieat dislike to hnid work, but also on 
account of ilieir vbdictive and revengeful rhumeter, 
which uj tJie caae of a brutai master may leml to rni' 
pleasant eoiiaetiuences. As Ibr the feimde slaves, tJiey 
do not hy any means enjoy the poaltiim which is occu- 
plutl by the daughters of Circassia and Georgia In rim 
hareuis of Turkey and Por^da. Oji tlio coijtmry, theiv 
iwsitioti is Tutlier to be compared with that of the iie- 
gresses in those coiutTries. it is very easy to explain 
why. til the first place, the daughters of Turkestan 
Comwi[iond better to the ideem of iieauty entertained 
by ffi/begM anti Tadjib than the Irutilan wotnen, who 
with (heir olive comploKigns and large noses, would 
never bear «jff the ajiple of Paris fitim the fair, lull* 
cheeked CEzlieg women, in the secfjjid place, in con¬ 
sequence of (heir ijoverty the inhabitanta of Central 
Aida du nut hidulge in pnlygainy io such on extent as 
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tlic of tlic Wcjst. Besides tills, the 

Uizbog has geueroJly tfxt mucli ariatccnatTc pntlc to 
share IiLh btsl and Ixianl urith ii sUivo, 'irhom he has 
boii^it for money. In Uotlmra it is truo tluit we find 
Uistances to the coiitraiy, but that is only among the 
high fijuoticaitiries of Eftatii, and even the}' only take 
such women as have been brought ss children into the 
couiitr}', lu die iniildle classes such itihalitancea are 
vf!ry rare pheiiunieija. Uesides, marringe is much 
miier here than In other Moluunmedim countries, 
tieiice fcuiide slaves arc kejit only as articles of luxury 
in the harems of the great, or as domestic scrvatiis. 

As reganls mole slaves the case is quite tlitfereiit. 
*rhw yearly contingent of h unmn arms has become tor 
centiiriiM hece,si«ty‘ to the suppiirt of the (Eitbcgii,’"'he 
luivt! a horror of steady agricultural hii>our. Indeed 
without their 9laves they could hardly obtiun from die 
ground enough to &iijijK>rt' life. The truth of this as* 
sertitux is shown by the fact, that the price of cereals 
in tile Central Asiatic markets is determined not Bunply 
by the rijte and fidl of the waters of the Oxns, but ahni 
by the greater or snmlltr number of slaves sold during 
the yi/ar. The uise to wliich slaves are ajiplied ia prin- 
cipuUy agTJCultiirc, imd iti the next plaee care of cattle; 
ami the larger the estate of im Qilzbeg landlord, the 
larger the riumtaT of slaves which he mpiires. In a 
land like TurktMitan, where the militnr}' eJ erne tit pre- 
IMuiderntco, mid every free man, either from iiuftinct i>r 
from jiolitical tifcessity, lays hold of the sword rather 
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than tliL' ploojifti-tjul, it is necessary tJmt Uit iinna, tJjuB 
lK»m pmStabte labour and employed ui 
niurder aiid deva^tatioi), edioulil be replaced by others 
accustomed to labour. That iliis In at*, is best sltown 
by the bictf tliut in tliose districts in vrbicb the popii* 
lotion arc most mbliciod to war and lobbcay^ there the 
rmntbcr of slaves U greatest. In this rtii(»eet Khiva 
stall iJs first of the three Khanafs, ik>kbara aecoudf and 
KJiokand third. In Khiva the greater jairt of the 
populaiwii is (Eilieg, and, u» they are surrounded on 
all sides by nomad tribes, they are wmtinually engaged 
in war, and anarchy prevnik nmoiig tliein moa' often 
than in the twu dther Klianats. In Bokiiora, when? 
the population ia atroitgly mixed with (awctfable 
Tadjiks, ttuiig!i luivo been rendered more stable by an 
older eatnblishc'd and better orgniitiH?d govemineni. In 
Kholunul, which also contains many Tadjiks, wars tm? 
udrequent, owing to the iiolorious cowardice of its in¬ 
habitants, and when they do occur they are by no 
tiiiiaiia fM» destructive ut their charucter. 

A small pnjiwrtloii ot* the slavea are eniployed as 
prit-ate sert’ants by the government ofhcIaJs (Sipolii) 
us also by the sovercigna thenisejvca. For such inip* 
poses, however, only Buclj ore ma-^l as were liitmght 
in tlittir earliest youth to Central Asia. These receive 
a thorei^Wy (Erbcg education, and licyoud the oppn^ 
hrious title of htl (slave), bear few traces of the servile 
Condition, Like the CireoHsiuti slaves in Turkey, they 
often attain the highest jwsts in the lultniiiktnitkni, as 
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tht'lr intittfe Irariiftii ^juicfe-sight^UntjiiS eiiAbJea tJiero to 
supplant iJieir (Ez\>eg competitors. Thus, many i^ho 
have noiv uncter their rule whole provuicea, were bniiight 
into the Klmnat a» slaves- In Itokhora, where the 
i^'zheg urisiiicmtic is of little motiietit by the side of 
the prwhirntiuint Peraiau eletucut, tlu* sovereigtts ufteu 
(akf rIuvl'S for their lawful wives. Such was the 
mother of the present Emir, .‘sucli b one of his win's, 
both of them of Irmiian ori^pn- 

I[i the jnirelin.^ of h unite stave the first point looked 
to is a Stroup anil robtist phyiiicn] Jranie, but his value 
b iiicrwwerl if ii Iw found out later that he has a pixul 
character- Ihe seller must eiipuge him^df to take 
him iiach during the first three days in ca«; any hidden 
physical defect lie Ibmtt] out; for, ahlionph the btiver 
at tha time of sale examines hmi «tri'full3- Jihe 

ft beatt of buTtleu, makes him show die tftreiigtlj of 
ills arms, ehir»i, Wk, mid mice, he is still obliged to 
Ik on his puanl agiutisr the tricks of ilui bntker. For 
insTiuice, it is very difficult m ascertain the ape of such 
ft Persian slnve- As b the custom iji Iran, the Turko¬ 
mans aliki dye the bcanjs of fhmr captives if thev have 
any prey hairs. It b tints [a^ailile u> make ft tubtake 
of twenty, nay, even of tliirty years ftinl it sometimes 
hiipjicus that a slave who, when boupht, h»il a fresh, 
youthful ap|H>aitmce, and a coal liloek lietuvl, a few 
days afterwards f imie out p) be a prey-haired old nuui. 
[f b caster to pmetice sticli tricks, a, iha slave, subduetl 
by fear and harsh trefitineiU, chx's not daw to make 
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(jje least uUjectm to imy ajJw?rtir.n of hU Tiirkoimm 
milter. This is t!S|iecInlJv tlic ^ witli slaves wlitv 
belong to tho Snumte sect. As they jirofenii the rcU- 
iHon of the Ccutnd Asiatic, tiny areoot ollowfid in be 
nuule slav-c* of by the wmimuKljncijts of ttiuir religiiHi; 
but in eniweniiwice of the th rents of the dealer thev 
deny their own faith. The Ciuitni] Asiatic, when he 
sees an A%han or it Hemti for sale, known that he 
iu» been conipellcHl to renounce his faith, yet with dis- 
gweefiit hjTx>cTi»y considers it uo sin to buy ]m) utkI 
kwfj him as a Klave. I Imve myself seen in lOiivu and 
Boktiam, even in of iroUtJia of great renown 

for Jeanmig and piety, Sunnite shivea, anil when I 
called tlieto to account for conduct so tncoiisiatent with 
their proftassion, they answereiJ, At iJn? time I larnght 
turn he was a Shiite; that he is now a Sinmrte U Jbe 
attributeil to the inllucnce of the sacred soil of Turk¬ 
estan/’ Thus is religion employed to cheat religion. 

If we now pass on fi^nn the detaik of the sbvo 
trade to consider the csondition of the slave, we slmll 
find that the hardest time flsr him to bear is when he 
is first captured and rminwl by the Turkonmn nr the 
broker; when tlie InmUn. Justly proud of his supt'rior 
cii,iasation, is treateil like one of the lower unimals by 
Uie coarse and brutal Ttirauiim, whiwe very iijiino is 
in Iran held in derision, The Persian is from his 
childhood accustomed to the most refined fioliteness, 
and to a floweiy, eh^t conver^oii; and musr of 
course HUffer mentally a gr^t deal when first intr^^ 
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to tilt! fiavugtb muiuiers And hnbits of TiirkeittAO. 
Ut# phj'^tical auffiarings jire by no mcana so grtjat. 
The majority of them, Uestiui^ for Bj^cuUnTal labour, 
gmciully piin the ooiihdence ami aSbedon of their 
luast^T by their ^jowi lieliuvior. If a slave bos during 
A year not meurrod punlsliment, he is soon looked 
uptjii HH a nieiiilK?r of the iieiv ftniily* litdeod, ituuiy 
receive, after a certain time, eitlier iiHitithlr wagets, or 
else H sluire of the produce of the laud or cattle conv 
nutted to tlieir care. As the Imnian is in general 
more active aud frugal tlioii his Tumniaii tieighlKuir, 
the slaves in Turkestiui, in a remarkably short Lime, 
get together a little capital. I'hiB Lh emjdoyed by 
most of them in raniwimiiig themselves from stlavoiT, 
vrhieh they have the right to do after seven yoanj' 
service. This term in t>cca«toitully shortenetl jis a 
reViTird for i)ccujiar diligence, or from great go<]d 
iVkture on the jairt iri' ihe master; and the slave U 
surprized by an amc! (letter of Ireedom), in the same 
way that we make a prest*iit to a fiiidihjl servant. 
Such a document is confirmed by llu* kaiU and the 
temporal niagistnitei ami he who is in possession of it 
becomes at once master of Ids own ucti<.iii!<. The act 
of emanoipatton is everywhere accompanied by certain 
solemnities. Sheep ore slaughten^, guests invited; 
the ireednian embraces oiiu ai^cr the other the male 
members of hie master's family | and aflor be has 
token his place u})on the same piece of felt car]M;t ns 


224 


HKETClIEl^ OP JI5IA. 


hia nuu^ter, hia frewlom is jitwUimeH. Atnon;; thft 
Kirghk it i* the cust^wn for the tiuuiter on aiicJi oc* 
cations to fasten w white bone to the ginlle of the 
fhjeflnwn, whicJt denotes that the latter is rtiised froni 
the tanfes of the “black'bone*!" (nibject |K!op1e) to 
that of the white-bcftied '* (nobility). 

So much for giaxt-teuipeml ainl c»l)c<lient ainves. 
Where the contrary qualities sliow themaelvea, CE^beg 
barUrity and cnieliy make themsatrea felt in nil their 
force. It w enough to make one’s hair stand on 
end to read the list of pimishmentH used to comjx^t a 
refeactory slave to obedience. The innster luw legal 
right of life and death over hta slave. It very seldom 
hapjxins, however, that he actually kills him, ns he 
thereby loees the whole of hia purchase nioiiey; but 
the miseries which he inflicts on him are worse tluui 
death iticlf. Many are kejrt f<sr ^'cars tt^ther on 
mere bread and water in the midst of tJie lomdv 
deserts; othera, a few itays before tlunr seven years 
have expired, arc sold again—not, however, in tlic 
Kliaiuts, where, their character being already htown, 
they would Iw imsalealile. In such cases of impo- 
aition the victhn is generally a Kirghb, tinvenicd in 
the tricks of tlie slave tnuie, 1 hus the Persian ;.uisses 
from the ci^ hito the ncirthcrn desert, whence, even 
if enuuicipatod, he seldom, if ever, returns home. 

It b certainly striking tlmt, out of the huge num¬ 
ber of slaves of Persian origiu who are oontimiallv 
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brought into Ct;iunil Asiu, only Imif of thnee who 
obtuiu their freetlom go btick (•> their native ooiintiy. 
Such os do return are induced u> do so either by the 
neec^lti* of setting their romily iiffitir» in order, or by 
extraordinary bome-sickmyiii. He who has lived 
eighteen yearn lu Tiirkei^Um tvUI i^eldont change it for 
I mu. The Eilaveo, obaervetl before, ore for tlie 
most jtart originally poor; and when they have secured 
in Turkestoit n ccrtolti tnuans of gaining their lived' 
hood, or Jiave got together some property, Ihev tu few 
caeca think of returning to their native land, where, 
ojj account of geuerot ludiits of induatry and activity, 
existence is much harder to STi[>port', where the 
necesaories of life are more e.^penaive, and the luxury 
and splendour of the wealthy excite niarty ungradiied 
desires in the breasts of the poor, which ore not 
aroused in the midst of the borlhirous ointpUci^ of 
the KimnatsH Still, it is to be observed that the 
uuumcipated slave can ncv'cr gel rid of the dLtgiuce 
implied in the word ktd (slave), liowever great may 
be tlie weal til he may liave oeciimuluted, or however 
high the post to which he may ho pnimotcd. Although 
he may be living in the utmost splendour and magni- 
hceiice, tJie kul con never hope to obtain the liand of 
a free (Ezbt'g, liie poorest, of whom would reject his 
pro[)«»ials with scorn. 1 know an instance in which 
on iK^beg refused hb daughter to u hisedman, although 
tlie latter's snit was i>acked by the comiiiand of the 
khan; he ppeferrctl rather to eIn^ounte^ the anger of 

15 


£26' SKETCHES OF CENTKiLT. ASLA. 

Iits sovereign thjin to call one who lutil once heen a 
slave his son-in-law* Even the kluincxnds* (childroii 
t^f slovi#), who (iiie not itllowed to Iw sold, are (waltyi 
In the same munner^ fuul ciui oitlv mtuT^' the dmightorv 
of otlier etuntieijoited slnvea, or sarti^, Onh* in the 
fourth ■rencraUon U tin? ill!«^nic« attjichcfl to the woH 
ktd oomewhat softened do>vn, but bii' no m Ming qtiiie 
obliterated. In a countty like Central Asia, in which 
courage is looked U|)oii gs tlie higliwt virtue, the alave 
is ngnrded iiv the wc ptm uitra — a tuan who, fur want 
of a cuutemtJt of dwitli, ftllowa himnelf to be put in 
ehiiina; and it is tliis vice which b eo diffi '-ult to lx; 
forgiven, Tliih wav of looking at the subject is turther 
stTeiigtJienetl by the boundless feeling of aristccracy 
which dbtiiiguLHhfts the Tfirtfiw, whether ftettled or 
iioiniKl, in which not even the wildcat Turiw or tlie 
pnnulest mimjuia of the Fiiubcaiig St, Gennam tsM 
surjfflss them—a feeling which U entertained not only 
apuirist the foreign Iranian, but evan the native 1’ad- 
jiks, the eldest inhiihitontx of die land. 

Jt will be understood diat it ifi only the moral stigmn 
of slaveiy which the freedmim Ims to suffer from. In 
hw ci\il rights he is hk well protected a* ariv one eUc, 
Thus, as die Oriental b even more a creature of liabit 
than we are, 1 found it vi?ry ca^’ to midc^ifjiiid how 
the iVreian soon fuitlfi himself com]t1ctely at home in 
Tnrkeston, which cotmtn* he once m despised and 
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flreuiieil, luiO dwclU cont^t^iilj in it fore^n laiul, only 
occasicfnftlly sotucing himself witii a. visit to iiis relitr 
tknm or to tht shriuo of »t>me Shiite saint in Iran, 
•l^nfortnnatelvi it is the mnteruil oonilbrt and ]>«»• 
perity of the aIovo which the Cuntml Asiatic, like other 
Mohanuncdons, nllegcs in his defence, when we express 
our ahhomence of tJie disgrBCcfid traflic in human 
beings. Ah in Turkestan, w in Turkey we niav often 
hear this argument;—“The sons aitd daughters of the 
will! Circa^ians were in their native land poor people, 
who ht their tree ntountaiiih coulil hardly get bread 
enough to cat; here \rith us they become rich govem> 
ment offiemU, pashoa, nay, even prlncessea, whose 
powerful utfluenoo affects the policy of govenunetit.*’ 
They further jioint out how kindly the slaves arc treated 
in the houaca of jiersoits of iH^ciiietion, where they arc 
put on the same fiioting as the membera of the family. 
But they forget that these cases ore exceptional, and 
that such good fortune depends for the moat part on 
the personal beauty of the &voureil few. WTutt be* 
comes of the greater number, whose charms are not 
such os to gam the &vout of their master? What shall 
we say of this majority, exposed as they are to the op* 
pri*«aitin atid cruelly of a t}'mt)riicol master, and con* 
stiuitly employwl In the hanlest Ltboiir? 

Such things are of course not. taken into account, 
any more than the origiiuU cruelt\’ of the aUve mer* 
cluint, who tears his victims from their homes and their 
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friimcls. Ori the lwnk» of tl»e Bw]ihorus, a» tm tlkniie 
i>f thp Oxiis, fijw persotiv care to pictiitv to dieir muid^ 
the homirs of that fiist mument of scparatifin. How 
nmny orphonis how many tvhloiK'is how many n;^! uiiil 
Iiclple^ [Hirp.Tit^, are teft tieKiuil to wiiu^ their luntiB 
in Bom»w for ibfcir liread-winner, who w carried into 
captivity! It b impnaaible to count them, it-is iiiijwis- 
sibic to dcscdiie tint miserable condition of so many 
Tillages and itistricta wbidi are expOM>d to the terrible 
scourge of the slave Trade. 'Hie traveller in tliose re* 
gions stumbles at every atep over the most melancholy 
traces of the devastation wlilch it cauaes. However 
certain he may feel of the sjilendid destiny which awitita 
this or titat iTJ,di^'idtlal captive, he must Htill exchuru: 
“ This is the most execrable occupation that has ever 
dehled the haiitia of mm^ and its suppression is the 
first and holiest duty which our arestem civilisation 
has to perftmn for the cause of humanity! *' 

The suppression of tlie slave trwle m Central Asia 
is, moreover* much essiar than many might at first 
eight suppose. Ihe root of the evil is to he {fought, 
not fi<j much m the Turkomans ha iu the mhahitants 
of the cities. All nonuul tri1>ea were and are ready 
for such a trade, if they uiiiy find Mettled tribes who 
will buy their cajjtlves of tliem. TJie Bwlouiiia of Uie 
Arabian desert could never addict themselves much to 
tlio traffic* inasmuch as the Kiarketa of the surrounding 
cities were closed hy die religion of Jalam agaiiwt tlie 
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(fttle of their boo^* lii the Houie way the Turkomatia 
would soon abauiluii the practice^ if the tialti of PersiatiiH 
Af^hanit, &c., in the Klitumta were declared iilegni. 
The DJem^hulis, the Piniskubb, Jind HcKnrea, affortl 
the stroogeAt jjtoof of this. As the transport of their 
captives to Bokham is retuieped unsafe by the iiitBr* 
mediate Turk«>tiiaii tribes, wiiile ut ttieiiaRie time their 
sale is forbiddDit in the Af^tum town of tlerat, they 
have eitlnu' to suppress thedr slave*trudm|' pTOjxuisities 
alttigether, or come to a eotnpromise with the Turko- 
ruatiA, much to the advoiitagtr of the latter, 

Sultau Muiud -Mirzn, alt enlightened prince, and the 
governor of Xhorassan, once uxpreasod to me his sur¬ 
prise timt England, which spends so many thousaiifls 
in ch[^cki[lg the slave mule in African waters, can look 
on unconcernedly while the same trade tii the middle 
of Asia lays waste siicli a country, whose lUicttmt cm- 
lisatlon was of profit to Kurope itself- lu like mauncr 
1, too, cannot coDceui my astotiisluneiit at the apathy 
which Europe, and ea|ietilally that State whose flag b 
ill the East ever the harbinger of the dawn of a newer, 
a lui])pier ersi, lias displayed on this question- Senti- 
meiitul newspaper writetn, in tbeir |xjlitica] rliajtsodlcs, 
may yet for a long time take under tlicir protection 
tile feelings of independence of many a savage Asiatic 
tribe, to whom freedom means nothing more than 
anarchy, plunder, and murder. But tiie dreams of 
Roitssaiiu liave hiul flieir day, and we can with liie 
fiillcst cunhtlciice say, that wlicnever Euroi>e shows 
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henelf in the East, whether in the peacefiii garb of 
the mismcfnwy, c® in the terrible {wiwply of her wbj^ 
Uke power, #he bring* wtltf blessjngB in her train, ftiid 
ecattera the seed* of a new order of things. The niore 
light itf jioured from the West u|>oii die East, the sooner 
die cril cuBtoms of the old world be eradicated, 
and our brother men be mode happier* 


CHAPTETl XIY. 


rRonucrivE power of the three 

OASIS COUXTRIES OF TUREISTAX. 

Lv Arguing oliout die Rushiaii conquest of Central 
Asia, we art' wont to suj liait tJie Court of St. Petcra- 
burg, in those far-reaching schemes which she pursm?s 
towiirda the Hindn-Khush with so much toil, at so 
ht:ftV 3 ' A seeks some richer recompense Hmii b to 
be found on the shores of the Ytuuirtaa ^ the Oxus, 
Well; it is true that RusaiA's police docs not condne 
itself to the possession of the plains trf Boklmra, Klio- 
kond, uud Khiva, But in the meantime let iia not 
imdurv'Hlue the tmniediute gain of tlicse conquests. 
It k right that we should loam the comparative worth 
of the three Khonats, the nature and extent of their 
produce, both ns it is, and tis with proper maiugement 
it might hevome. 

The very uame of “oasis countHes*' contiibutes to- 
wanh creating lUi impression, thui the mliAbited port 
of Turkestan must be unimportant os regards produc¬ 
tive jKiwer; add to this tJie poverty and the extremely 
primitive mul simple mode of life of its inhabitants, 
and it is not surprising ilmt tlie great distance and 
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tJie conscqiitoit wimt of knowledge ahotilc] liavc 
gotten u)<t spmul crruncoUH itottous. Tlie uativeA 
thet[nieh*es, aa well na oriental tmveUers and gco> 
graplijera, such as ]<lrl< Ibni llnnkal, Elmlft'da, luid 
the learned Prince BalfcPt fiiO into the op}:ioAitc ex¬ 
treme, by representing Turkeston os the richest coantry 
on the lacL* of the globe, India alone excepted. Tliis 
opinion pre^-ailed in fotmer rimes,* not only through¬ 
out Wcfiteni Asuft, but even v«iy’ lately I have met 
with it in Beverul ^ocalit^e^^. and never felt wope 
OBtoniidiefl than when I beard the egotistic I'errinn 
eloquently praiaing the wealth of rurkestnn, a countTV 
he looks upon with deadly hatred and nvereion. As 
for ourselveii, we wiU try to fonn ox for as possible on 
unpnrtia] estimate, although wo must nmlnrain at the 
outset, that Turkestuti by fiir surpasses the known 
|jaits of European and Asiatic Turkey, .Vfgliiuiistan 
and Persia, both in the wealth wul vnrietv of its jiro- 
ductione ; nay, that it miglit be difficult to find in 
Europe, flourishing as it L%, and rich in eveiy bless- 

tng, a tfemtory tliai would rival tlie onsls countries of 
Tlirkcstfm, 

'['he great variety of productions b to ascribed 
cssentiiJly to the climate of the countries bt*n!cring 
the 0x1(5 and Yasartea* 1 1 is neither liareh, tior could 
it exactly be tcrnied mild. On the overage it cor- 

■ rw plwtt trr tht tvtwm Dohitutt ai,S 

.]»w. «r » m ..rthlJ r-rt»U». H.IU «u. th* w™ erf 
BiAbn end Blwfcuiil llu iwun.., Mil wf «iTM«d by ha 
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rwqxintin to tht ditnute of Ctoitral Rtirope, though it 
mtLSt Ito pcnmrk^ that the winter is fitr more stvere 
on the sliorcs of the Sea of Anil junJ in the ino iinfaiti - 
iiua [lorts 4jf IvliukEinih mid the fruiniiicr, on the eon- 
fniiy, much warmer uj those tiismets tliat lie to the 
9t>iith, and ofleii almost irupicul in the immediate 
ne^hUmrinxxl of the great saiulj' deserts. Tlie Oxua 
in frozen over even' winter, from Kcrki iukI Tchanlahny 
to its mouth 1 m Kuugnul, Ivlnxlja Hi, and «ti the 
righl bimk, where the Kamkaljmlts dweU, the whiter 
ia geivtnilly very severe; the snow lie?! often for weeks 
on tlie grouiiily and tem[>e&tuou» tiorfii wiiida (Aya- 
ititidjiz) are not tmhequent. Under such conditiooB 
there eim W no question of a mild climnte, iind j-et in 
Khiva 1 have found the heat unttenmljJe as early as 
the Itfginniug of June, wliik in August, m'ar Kerki 
and lielkh, it was more aiiltn' and oijprcssive, won in 
the shafic, than is the case in mdJy tropietd countries. 
This great variation in the elinuite profluc^ correspond¬ 
ing local diffcretict's in the vegetation of even u ■'utudl 
extent of country. Thus, for instance, the cotton of 
Yeiigi Ut-rgendJ is flir Iwtter tliun tliat in the more 
northern districts, and tJie silk of llezan^sp is con- 
eiidenHl throughout the KJtaiuir of Khiva to !»• of 
hrst-mte quality. Giirlen produces the fiiiest rice, 
anil die finest fruit U found in the environs of Khiva, 
which lies farther south. In Ihtkham and in Kho- 
kand we sec tJic sfime effects producetl by the climate, 
niid Jumw tlie reii«iii why mich of the three Khnruits 
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contnins, ©n a eraiifmrativcly snuiU tirta, such vurioua 
mid miuilfold jirud 110(111] lh, ju» tut.' iintially nivt irith 
uuly in Inrgcr countries, which lit' bciwoun eevunil 

JMtlf*.* 

The exmionlinon* pnxluctivftnesa of tlu* twil U to 
be atR'ribed ]M\rtly tu tliu ^htosited’* rivers [iocelieti 
by tile tutdvus, which interMict the DiutiaKxiuulHeJsmul 
jiurtly to ibc quidity of the eiuiL Of these rivefn the 
0xti3 is the most iin|wnaiit. From its fertilizioj; tm 
fiiii-iice u]Kiit the huid it inny lie oomperetl to thu 
Nile; aitFiou^h, when used oe dmilditg>water, tlie 
bitter still suqmKses if in its pleastaitttess to the taste. 
Next comes the ZereMms wliuue uftnus ‘‘Stutterer 
of fJflhl/* snffirientlj indioites the hiteseiiiji it j-catters 
over in> sliores. Nor lire the snuiller river?, ««ch im 
the Shehr Sebz mid the tributaries of the Yaxarieis of 
less imjiortimce. \Vlien we Hiiully athl, tliat the irri' 
gatioii of the iln]d« is c&rriiHl un with os much cons 
jind Riudi more eoae, tliuii in oilier [Hirts of Western 
Asia, we shull cetum to morve] juiy louder at the rich 
resources of the soiU however grand ojid important 
they ma.}‘ still upixm'* 

I hove alriiiuly notiowl in my “ Trovch in Centnil 
Asia" tluit tile irrigation is carried on—-firstly, by 
iiatiind canal?, called firmf, which arc fiirmcd by the 

* tlv lliAknncv IB Lbi IwTMi luni HI Tur^EMA bfti ii^i 

rkiiiiii%. Im U«lkh, iaf Imliw, iu ib« ii^libtiurbftiHd Amikbij, lU* 
hmrfM 4 a ti iJb? b^biiiliLf if Uii*; Lu UrUM^ huhJ Kin^ill, 

Mid ikf Juflii I ia Quj»iDQunliv^ iiii Jmlj p in Euflfnt ahjI in lito A&tih 
ot fUiokAjid, mC bfifcMv Uw tMifiiiuipf Aujfufi 
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Irrc^^uiar course of tlie £>ecuiuUy^ by 

fitiuiller itrtliicial caiials, hy wbii^h every tmd 

colouy [s ^urroutidiid oiu! tiiterj3eotc<t. In nil pLicei* 
of any Imjtortiuii'e there ]b a liljib (tJBciaU called MIrab 
(pritiL'c or wurdeti of the vviitei'), who imjwcta the 
viiHoua at^uoductn, Uiid uitlors Uicm everj' sprluj; to 
lx? freed from the oeeumulnte^l sand. I hiring the 
winter the sJulfe-gates of all the prlneijad '^iiriui.'*” 
ure clotjed as a protection ngalnst the iumidations 
which [mtnrally f<dloW the Lri^akbig up of the ire. 
The cleoiiing of the canals takes piore at the bcgiiimiig 
of April, and the great object in view is to make them 
constuntly ileej>er iukI Juirrower. The tsaiid lliat is 
taken out h heaped up on Ixfch side.<! of tlii; bank, 
whieli tuive tliiiH for miles tlie np^Hmnuice of intiMnch- 
tnentfi, ami wit h their nxiling sluiJe |irotect the pn‘I:J^ll13 
water froio the burning rtiys of the summer’s situ. 
To the gene ml puqxKifa of eoiiimuuicutioii, however, 
rlie«e lutreucbetl ilitchea are vety prejudicial, atlJiovjgh 
^tf real atlvantiige to ugrieulture. llenci’, ihe inoro 
nxjKnisiv'c kalirix—siihlermneiui eatuds'—^in Persia, are 
far more ndviuitJtgcoiis, and, moreO'Vei', preserve the 
wivUir pun:r and dxiler, TJu' yN}M luni unius in 
Ceutrul Asia, fortu gi^at obstacles to [he traveller. 
Hridges are either very bud or alUigether wanting. 
Let the reader iniHgine the tt'i>uble and the drciulfiU 
toss of time Lneutred, when a caravan with its heavily* 
lurlen camels Jins to cnais from ten to tifieen of such 
embanked ciuuds In one ilay's inarcti. How projitdi- 
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clol it is to tJiu rlvi^Ri ti) hiivc m much water drawn 
ci^ wo iif'f' clearly in tlu! Oxits, Formerly it fiuwed, 
no diniht, Into the Cftipioa Sea, now its (smlwucliure 
is in the Stu of Ami,* and this cbtui^re in its 

watercourse ntust lie oscriliodf if mil wtmllvi yet in u 
priail deyrce, to the e\il of the mniiy email caiuila* 

It is liihieult to decide which el' tlie direo Khiumta 
is ilic most ftrtilii, espedally now, wlicji fUJioe tlic fleath 
of the tnuch-liLTnonted CoitolJy, nobody is able to fur¬ 
nish a encclnct aoooiint of tlie nature mid resources of 
the stiil. Tojudjjc from all I have seen in iuy joumey 
to Samarkand, iitul learned from my felloW'travellers, 
of Ehukand, the native homo of most of tJuuu, 1 shouhl 
feel inc lined to jrive Uiu fHTcference to the Khanat t>f 
Kliiva in point of vcgetetlotn The two otJier Khattuis 
tiave more land under L'ultivatiou, but Eliivu sur})ussi>s 
them by far lit the f^tiantity and finality of its produc* 
tiuns, with tile execptinti, iierluijw, of fruit, which Bok* 
haru fum Idles in pn-siler I'oriety, and of finur Itavour, 
IWkhiiro aljKt desem*fl the priite with respect to idl 
rninend proilnctionB; but the breetling of the finest 
cattle mid homes is the exclusive jiropeity of tlic no¬ 
mads. 

The land is ineasnretl by tumb (cord,—a tiinab is 


• Umttu* (TfHftl* h) rb. it- JK 188) rimtls* aJliigiUHir nrhHlxir IS* 

0*ia luil rom.ai^ S ilinvnitl iir*t«nniFH, * 4 ,^, .toDj^gi] frmi*. *up- 

pert* kn T(FW bj tSt ojitnion of iSo iuUt*«- S* qiu Mill Ji»l <iiriiHii «4 iluti 
t tiriH limn timri: th» titj raiilimrj- AmoAg |itg TUrkuimui* Ihm niil 
OuSHfOOf 4olitniliL'0)fj kgntd* m tvnnrfAimi witlt tb* forir Iff nrnwtir** af 
tb* OiiiiL 
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0 (]ual to Sixty sqiuirt: ytirds), and in Klilva and Kho* 
kand cotisi3(ii of (I) fruaholil prcipQrtyt ’ft'hich 

ia subject to the {layiucnt of taxe^j (2) iOuitilih am.'ar 
c^tatpti, i.e.^ siicb latui whicli tho fjovoriimcnt fins either 
reclaimed uiiil brfHi<f1it under cultKiuinn, or which has 
devolved upon it by coufiucutioo and coiitjuest, t>r 
ihk Ituid ji thinl of tht; net income is claimed by the 
State. (3) Y'arimlji* oil land that bclonj^ to the 
medrease (schools), mosques, or any religious iuatitu- 
tions, mill which is liable to » fourth of the net iticome. 
The Khmilik estates in each district are niulor the con- 
titil of H certain number of officials, called MUshiirUb, 
who at tlie same Itnir collect tlic taxes. Church pno’ 
perty, on the contrary, is under the nuitiugcment of 
the ttivitevalLs im in other Ishmiitic countries. 

The quality of the land m geijend may be judged 
best by my stating, that the richest soil Tinder cultivn- 
tion pnxtua^s one huiulrcil batiniu) (one iKitiiuui Is cipud 
to twenty-four pounds) on a tonoh, and that of least 
finxluctive quality never lu-in* tlian sixty iwtnmn. And 
tulring iuto cotmilemtion that the cultivation of the 
gioutid here, as everywhere in Asia, is done in the 
most, negligent imunier, and is In tin.' highest ilogrcc 
primitive, a competent judge can easily tbrm on idea 
of the great fertility of the sotl. 

It is tm|ioa.dble for me to say bow many square miles 
of cultivated land, or of huid cujniMc of cidtivation, 

• Tine ww fumwrt^ Lrt fiMn ftii* erf lulf-pm€l^ a* by tb* 

luunf, 
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tlie tlirOG KFuiTiAts poss^p. Tht fre<jijn*nt wrtp imd 
tiiiMttled Ridficiiiotly cxplBiii tlie numcmun rttiit-t 
of former flourUhir^ oolonics. (>f the Klmnat of Khiva 
thua mudi at all eventA tnnv W JinRirmeil, that the area 
ofterritoriea Inid waste aia! tiirued into dcsorte ht larger 
thiiii t]ic Intid at prei^iit under culdTntion. With the 
exception of a few amglp prorlitetionSf wih which ftH‘ 
tlim* Ktumiite cany on an exjwrt tnule anmog each 
other, and with RnsRia, only so much of the rest is 
grown as is reqidrod for home conmtnptioti. There w 
im doubt flint not only mi^ht the quality of all preisent 
pTtiductioiui be eteentmlly itiiprfjved, but nlso wjiM[idei> 
ably niultlplictl, 

A short Biirvey of the productions of the three Khn* 
nats will help to ex[>[am mid conflnn in ilctitil all I 
have hitlierto rtafed, 


I. Thk Veoetajjlk Kinohom, 

Wheat and Isarley are the most important among 
the ccrealn grown in the oasis countries of Turkestuu. 
There arc four kinds cf wheat 

1. Bxtkharu fixn/uyj’ (Bokhara wlimt) »<3i«»idered 
the finest; it lius a long, thlit, and rTuidlsh grain, with 
a greciibh top. Oj tltU si>ri the delicious bread is 
Ijaked, in the jircpiTratiou of which tlic town of Bokbam 
excels, and which u filmed far and wide under the 
name of ^irmaye (milk-nmrrow). 

2, Tiikmid^ bask (cuneitffnu top) has a rotmd, thick 
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grain; it la very subfftuntia], ftnd moat like our wlie^it. 
I'he best quality ia found in Khi va. 

3. Kara Jiuliii (bWk-haired) baa a thin and dfirk- 
brnuu grain; it is chteliy used as food for horses, not 
being of u piirticuinrly good quality^ 

4, Yaadik (aummer'^iiit) takes a vary short time 
to grow; it w exceedingly light, and, when uskL, ia 
mixed with other kinds of wheat. 

Barley It not so good in Central Asia os in Persia 
or I’urkey. There La, besides the usual sort, an in¬ 
ferior oiic, called iaraiatpak in Khiva, wliidj is fiere 
ujKwi, B.V everywhere in die liast, as food for horses. 
The average prices of all cereals ore exceedingly low, 
BA compared with the countries of Western Asia. Tlie 
price of a Khiva liatnuin of the best wheat varies froiu 
two to three tenge (one tenge, seventy-five cent,), whilHt 
barley costa often kas (lian one tenge, and seldom more. 

Bice is grow'ii in enormous quantiticis but it is fhr 
inferior to the Herat or the excellent Shiran rice, called 
tcliaiiipa and anilierbuy (amber perfume) in quality. 
It is more like the Egyptian, called in Turkey dimyiiti 
(damietter), but w'oiild no doubt surpass the latter, if 
cultivated with more care and attention. 

LjUgeri (Kotcus sorghum) is grown and conenmed 
in far larger quontiliea in the tlvree Khonuts than any¬ 
where else in Asia. U is etiten in a milky state, but 
wlica dry' it is uifed as foilder, pruid|)ii]]y for young 
colu, iHiing less lieating, and also more nourishing, 
than Imrley, from the quantity of siicchariise matter it 
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wm tains. Brcinl is raiidc of it, dttiifr uluiu' or mixed 
with wheat. 

MfM'e (Turkisli wheat J ntJVtT grow^ higher 

than A smidl wjwm’s Icngtli. Two kuitJs of it luv fonntl, 
one with a Tcllowiiih, liie otijer with a red, small gniiji. 
It U nerer dried, tuu] alwa>-s either eaten in ita tiiilkv 
state or intwi as fodfier, 

Tfjfr; (grositi*) is an im|H)rfajii ariielu of 
in Central Aria, and la therefore much groivn. There 
are scvgnd sorts. 

Besides the woll-kuown kinds of jmlse, such (li jaais 
(imrtshak), iieajts (Inbie), Jendts (jasrauk), there 
are several others which we do not know; for in- 
®tanco, the which has smaller tmt thicker seeds^ 

and a lower sJiruh thunfatr iejtfil; vtmlu rather larjaer 
than millet, of a brownish colour, and sevemt others, 
which are of no ifiterest to the general reader. 

Of 1 must mention first of all the hmd,sA{ 

sesame, which tltrives verj-well, and jirorides thc^ Kim* 
mits amply with oil for cooking and hunmig. Then 
there is the a plant slmihir to millet, wiiich i>eBrB 
on one stalk eevcml fruits, which are like uppks, and 
the yellow seeds in wliteh arc tmt bigger than poppy¬ 
seeds. This oil is fit in fW, vn[H‘Qitd\y in [jastry. 
Theu^ the the seeds of the cotton cajisule, the 

oil of which, however, ie not fit for fond Kerui^r 
(hemp), of which an inferior ,wrt of linen is matlc, nud 
which also furtiialiefl tiie vciy jiopular narcotic, called 
bong. Lastly, itidiiu. a i^rrmll shnib, frmi the gm-niftb 
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oJ" M’UiL'h u till, and of a dif^^eeabTe 
is made, which Is iiaetl os ii medicine for anini&is, and 
esf>eci»Ily ftir cninels. 

Among the ptauta, wliioh jirnducc dyo-drug^ the 
foUowing ure most esteemed;—^rfi^nii or foyijA, an ex-' 
coHent spwies of nuiddetT wliicli thrivee in all three 
Khiinnts, imd is cxjKuted in coti^iik'rahle quimtities to 
ItiiAiiiii. In The year 18il5 this article ivuii vety- little 
ii) re<}ues[, Euid in die yeiir I Btid as many as 24^523 
Etussiuti jiiid (883,000 Engliah pounds) were imported;* 
hbarak or bautk^ whoso sttinll yellow dowers, when 
dried and jKiwdured, fpvtr a fitie yellow colour, Gort- 
thiik^ n phtnt rGsemlilitig clover, wit.li muiU red Rowers; 
the leaves, when 1»ilod,givea dne hlack colour. BiiZ- 
a plniii with a fruit similar u\ guil-nuU, only 
grows in southern Miit'meno, and In the llisdkhiz moiin* 
Inins, Tiorth of Herat, anti is said to jiKslucfc the foieat 
ml colour; it fetclie-s a high price in the [jloce itself. 

Alilmugh not liclonging to the tiame class of pluiifs, 
I must TTicutlon here the a resinous and 

very* sweet nubstamw, which grtovs on a thorn, called 
khari sfiutur (cnjiief* fhom). The ta-emijebin shows 
itself suddenly and quite iincxpectedly tiHvords the 
end of the summer during the night, and has to be 
ctillected at once in the early moniuig, hefortf il grows 
hot. It resemhte.s a gum, is of a greyish white colour, 
exceediugly sweet, and can be eaten in its raw state; 
in Central Asia it is made into fJiire (^'nip), but in 

* UitfbclU " BuMkoi ic CahlMil AlU." 4a£, 
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Ptreia k ia u^ed in. ih<? sug^nmnufiiutttroa of 
mid Yczd, 

As n'^ptla fruit, we find in tho IChanatar nlm^TSt 
evijiy (with ifie exceptiou of ^tifc» of the 

Sautli) tn great rpuuicitj, and of excel [uiit rjqahty. 
A very comsiilemble ex[K»rt trarle ta carried «»ii in it 
to Ku^ia, and even to ** rich" India. The Ccutral 
AiiLitic U not a Tittle proud of hb atijieriority in this 
respect, in Asia the ghir%‘ mid vitliie of a cemnEr}’ 
being dcterniiiiHl by the qtiidity of jm water, air, and 
fruit, iij^ich ol (he three Kliunuta has in the [utter Its 
sjw'ciulitiS : Khiva U dUtingujflhed for ita nudou!* and 
apples, Itokhara fiir its grapei^ lutd peaches. It may 
Iwj that some parts of Porwa and Ttirltey surjittioi 
Bokhara f but for RielonSi, Khivn is unrivalled, not 
only in Asia, but I feel inclined to Niy, throughout 
the world. No Enrttjjcan can form an idea of the 
eweet taste and aiomutic (Wair of this delicious 
fruit. Jt nicks in the mouth, and, eaten with bread, 
is the most wiiolcitome and refreshing food thnt nature 
oUbrdii. 

iTic eclebrntcd Naamhaili melon alone, near Ispa* 
him, reminda mm, tliougii very* fr-elily, of thi» fruit of 
Central Asia, unique i„ its kbu]. There ia a great 
variety ufsjicciea. The principal sumincr mdona are 
the following;—t. ZtmtehA, which rqiefi.4 earliest; it 
h round, of a ypllowish colour, and has a thin akin. 
2, Gorbfk, of a gniemsh colour, and with a whim 
mi^at, 3, BaH^jtheiW is smaU, t^mnd, and with a 
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white tQcat, 4. Kiiisic:he, 5. Shirm Pet^hekt espe- 
oi^lly toeJluw AiiJ HfM'eGt, of » i^jiiiil] ruund dlmpe. 
6, Shtktrjf^re. 1. Khxia^L 8. KoknabaU 9. Akna- 
bat 10. Btgsadt* The winter meloiu^ ure not 
ripe until the beginmng of October, but tbor keep 
the whole winter, and are mtx^ palatable in February. 
Tliere ore the fblluwiiig k utils t — 1 . Kurafpddn. 2, 
Ktsii^abL 3. Beshfk. 4. Payandeki. 5. Sahaul 
Kavuuit. Tliese are mrjfstly expjrtijtJ to Ruasia- 
Tlw Oxua chteflv contributes to rejitlcr tlte melons 
of Central Asia so incompanibly excellent, since the 
finest quality thrives only on its Itaiiks. TIig melons 
of Boklmra are very Indifferent, and in quality even 
inferior to those of Xhaknii<L 

KimmkitfT tnentions tn liis iuteresting workf ten 
difierent kinds of grapes he found in Bokhara. In 
Khi\’a 1 met with the following:—1. .ffftwrini, with 
obit mg seeds and a iJiin skui, very sweet, and keeps 
tlimughout the winter. 2. with large round 

seeds. 3, Stdtaiii, 4. Khalitii arc ripe first of any. 
S. tShibor^7ii^ 6* Taiji- 7. Khirmani- 8. Sayek^- 
All these diiTereiif sorts of grajies grtnv on the level 
grotmil, and are either made into Hhlre (syrup) or 
dried for catingj wine lieiiig made only by the Jews 
in Bohlium, anil in a very small quantity. 

There are four sorts of apples grown, and that of 

* I obw-Pi plj9iiiur9> tbst thif i bmughi wilh m* tfvm 

CkMrwl Uniiii hirt* tliM* will ms‘ 

iAouhtodl^ hn ^ btwl ixhIdzu Wi bJlT« in 
f ** BdkKwm ill Ennr inri Ut I'^cplr." 
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Hezsriejfp mnv bolt! If chatlenge the |tnxluiMious of mir 
EnrrjjH»o horricultunj. 

Thp iiLuiberni\ too, U biiJfCT, niorp ^-aned, and 
BWfiLTtcr than o«ra, nnd to this BUjMsriority hvp 
porhaf^, a^ertbp tho fiict, ibnt the mik of CeittroJ 
ifl better timn t!io Tt alinn and Frentrli, and that ft 
certain ilieeaso umoii" silk-miimis, cemnmn with os 
for many ytairsiv is there ijititc nuktiown* 

The rcfirinp of flilk-Tivomis came orij^mdly from 
Chinese Tartaty, ({specially from Khoten, where, sa 
M. Reinand* correctly remarks, it was introduced in 
tlie first centtiry of otir era fivm the interior of China. 
Silk sinfiB of native tnanufacitire were kn(jwji in BtA- 
huni in prc4slninitic tiitics, nccorditijr to the testimony 
of a certain Mflnuf«crii>t,f which triata of the ancient 
history of Bokharu. If is no (^xiig^^tation to assert 
that the cultivation, spinning, and dyeing of ailk, is a 
still more primitive process m the three Khanate than 
in Cliiiia itaelfi where indiiatrtuJ progress, no doubt, 
many change^ whilst here werj'tliing has 
remained as it was y«in* ago. TJie Klmnnt Bokhara 
supplies roost of the raw silk- it is produced in the 
capital, in Sumarkatid, and among (he Lelmb^Turko- 
Tnaiis- Mneh olw comes from the Khanal of Khok- 
and, in the iieighbourifoodof Meridian and Namenpro. 
Khiva contributes but Ihtle, and this little is inferior 

* m-BtUHtmt rolitiqiu* «t OmmfniUkm d- rimtdn Rdmin »■» TAifp 
p, 167. 

t Ttneki Nmcluddn 


OASIS COUKTIUSS 01 TUEK£STA», 

ill gimU^' to tltc pruducdoiis of tht: otlier Khaiuits, 
tliougLf m i:i}m]}eteiit judg^cs Im e assurffd (no^ it is 
fiir HUjHirior to the ^ilk of Giluu ucid Miuceiidmi, in 
Persitt, Th<‘ nmnipuLitiun^ liowcver, is vew Imper¬ 
fectly jierforutcd. I »«a stTOck with the maimer of 
wmdixig off tile coCoouAt which tvere j^lnccd m s 
cauldron of boiling water and stirred with a broom, 
until a certain niimher of dueuds utiwiiid tlietuseireSi 
which are then tvounJ round the broom. The dyeing 
is almost exclusively in the haoda of the Jewi», the 
Trea\'uig is done by die Tadjik and iltni'i, wlu^ in 
accordance with the tnaie nud fashion of tlie country, 
prepare only ttufl's of glunug colon ra. 

In fonner times, especially during the Arabian oc¬ 
cupation. the silk stiilfs of Centnd Asia were celebrated 
throughout tlie East; hut wlitai tJic cleverest of die 
utlisans were trunsterred by tiic coiuiucrors to Da¬ 
mascus and Bagdad, the old art gptuiualJy disappeared, 
and La now guiiu Jbr ever, hi spite ni the elTorta of 
Timur to tTBiutplant it hsick from Tnuuiaftaimi. Uow 
great la the <juuntity of aiJk produced hare, is show n 
by the drcumaUinco, that the greater part of the 
cotton stuffs, called alattja, that are generally worn, 
ere stitmgly intenaiixed with silk; that not only tlie 
rich, but every tnati of middle rank, (Mwacssea one or 
more gamietita, several table-cloths and |K)cltet-liajid- 
kerchiefs mode of silk; and tiiut a considerable export 
trade m silk is carried on, not only with Persia, ludk, 
and Afghanistan, but to a large extent with Kussia. 
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The cotton in Centml Am prumwe* to liecwrae on 
importimt iirticl€ for the fiitnrt!. It ii* cultivtiUiii in 
litTge quantities iu the tiiree Klintiaui, fumidimg the 
mute rial for the upper and under gamctit«> of every 
and low, for tJieir betl'clothcsi and cloths 
of evety kind. The cotton ui Turketfttm U letter 
tluin tile Indiwi, Persian, uud EgyjitiBji, utid is said to 
equal the fer-fkmed American cotton. At present, 
however, Huasta alone consumes this article in her 
manufactures at Mostaii, WTiulimir, Tverskoy, Ac., 
ami in quantities which increase nimtially in a aur- 
pnsing degreo. Tfic tiianuliicturerfi complain greatly 
of the ciumsj' nmimgennuit of tlie plantera, especially 
of the insufheient cleansing of the cotton from the 
»eed^ as well as of the diahoneaty of the traders, who 
wet bales, or fill them with atones, to make them 
h^ier. ^reverthelcse, tile cotton, which is imported 
from Khiva and Bokhara by Orenhutg, is almost in* 
diapensiible to Russian tnduatr}*. 

In Central Asia the cultivation of cotton is com* 
pamtively ^sy and winvenient, tlw cotton fields re* 
quiring no imgatioii, and the rain being considered, 
if anything, ppejudickl even in the spring, A liard, 
stony ground, called Soija^ ta idwaya dioscn, and is 
ploughed once; on Uie whole, the cultivatlmi of txi tton 
b the li*iist tioubk^me of aU fidd occu|wti(ius. Ac* 
cording to thL> MtatbtifaJ datea of the Orenburg 
custem-honse the greatest quantity of cotton b pro¬ 
duced in the Khtinat of Bokbaraj this starenient, 
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liowever, nwis iijiod m error, since the ciUBVani) of 
Kliiva, when croasing the Jaxortee, fro^fuciitly jolu 
the BokhaiiotA, or they give tbetnselyes out for Bok- 
hariou; tliese hitter sUuitling on » much 1>etier footing 
tvith tile Ruaslana, whiiat the people of Khiva are in 
very iU favour with them. I know frotn tnr own 
eK]*erieiice, mid tmve convinced tnyself by frequent 
inquiries, that not only the cultivation of cottoi) 
fhr more dourishmg in Khiva, hut Its quality b for 
superiur to that in the two sister Khuiuits. The pod, 
here called gnvadje, b Entailer than that of Bokhiira; 
but the cottnu b much finer Htii] whiter even tiian 
the guzel oefid, dial b, the first quality of Bokhariot 
cotton industry- The Centnd Asiatics themselves 
give the preference ti> the Khiva production, u fiict 
which tends to confirm oar opinion* In dyeing and 
weaving Uoldiara stands pre-eminent, but the stufis 
from Khiva arc better paid in her capital than her 
own tuunufactures- They arc exported to Afghanis- 
ton, India, and Northern Persia, and are a highly- 
prizeil article even among the nomads. 

There b no doubt that the cotton of the ua^ 
countries will one day considerably increase in value* 
Seveml cimmistances of paramount and urgent ueces- 
mty must combine to further tliia object. Above all 
things, it is requisite that important improvements 
should be introduced in the mmle of culdvution; our 
European tnachtnea should come in aid of the cleans' 
ing and packing, and tiie rutwln sliouhl be rendered, as 
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far AA pwMiWe, seciuv. By these mettna t]ie cotton 
would not only be impravod in quality, but, without 
(my gmt additiiwud expense, the quantity might lie o«i- 
Bukrably multipHcd. It is very* probable that Centnd 
Asia may one iky, although uot in the iinmudkte fu¬ 
ture, be to Kua^ what STew Carolina ia to the icmnu- 
fiwjturbg towns of Engkinl at tlic pteaeot iky. 

The inmiense incTOPse in tlie exportatioti uf cotton 
from Centnd Ask U shown very clearly Iq the Blue 
Books of 1862 and 1865, in the Ikt which Mr. SuviUe 
Lmnky, former (secretary to tlio EjigJkU emhaasy nf 
St. Petersburg, has contributed. According to this 
oflickl statement the Khanats exported to the vulue 
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ISSO did iiivreiii^ mum Uimi doiiblB during tbe n«xt 
tea yearSt and under faTouirnble political cimimstancea 
tvoiitdt no doubt, contiatie to increase. 

We must udd the rtnmrb, tliiit aJiiioijgh Bokiiam 
ahowiii in tUialbt throughout the Urge^jT ligureis it does 
not hy miy iniwis fi.vilcw Lhiit. tliey ore die result of ita 
own uxcliipive protluction. Much Khiva cottou lias 
K**!!! liicSudetl. us well as the cotton which the Urgends 
tnidcrt carry to Oreulwrg on the Bokhnru road. The 
Orenburg ciiBtoiii-house furnishes the list, and all tlie 
c<ittoii is entered trader die hwvd of Buhliara. In lihe 
tnanucr uiudi Kholomd cotton is mixed up with it. 
The Khukntid tradeni give tbetiiaelves out fttr Bokha* 
riota on the frontier, on uecount of the frei|iieut hos* 
tilities between their tribe and the Russians. 

2. TiiE Aximal Kjsgi>om. 

AVe must mention first of all the domestic anintals, 
anil among these the genua, &hee[). Two sfieeies are 
usually dlstinguiahcd i I, the Ktuak (die Kirgliia 
sheep); tutd, 2, die (Esbe<f (the GLiheg sheep). 
TJic KLrgJiis sheep Is preferred to the hitter, for Its 
wool as well its meat. Througliout Ccntml jVsu 
we meet with the fiit^taiied sheep. Of the^e it ia Mid, 
that dieir maiiters are obliged to fiieten either t^ylindcra 
or wlieela uniW dieir broad, thick tnila, which dtey 
dmg after them oti the ground, in order to render 
wulkhig easier to them, or rather to enahle them to 
walk at all—a story which is by no means exaggerated, 
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haw(<vcr incredible it iiuty (tpfieiir, Tlte soHatUetl Jink" 
kail koy, the tatted sheep, give often froiu two to tiim: 
iMtnuui Ilf pure tat, Tbe iiuiHt 1 faiindt iti point of 
taste and fkvour, superiur to any in all thuee }«irts of 
jVsta 1 am acquainted with. The highly celebruTed 
Kivirdjik and Koramun sheep in Turkey cannot be 
concij^Mired to them; and even the soiitii I’eraian sheep, 
of which the i^orsiana. are exceedingly proud, arc in* 
ferior to thino. 

*rhe wool is not of the saiui: cxoeUeiice, and is used 
leas for clothing fprotjahly for want of knowledge in 
the pre|Kiratioi> of it) iliaii for carjieta, travclling'bags, 
horse-olntlis, and wniitur other coarse stufe; it is little 
seen hi the export trade. Rhick, curly [aiiib-fthina, on 
the other hand, ftimi on iniporuini artide of trade. 
Its chief Boiiree is Bokljuni, osiieranlly Kaiakhl; from 
here it U exported all o\nr Asia, uinl even to iEurojia, 
where it is known under the name of AstraeLim. The 
akin ih drawn off the young lamb two or three days 
after its birth, and tlicn softened in barley mtail aud 
salt. Ir U said, that washing it In the water of the 
Zerefshnn gives it iLi- heauttful hurtra; and in the 
tiuinth uf iluly thousands of them may be seeu 8|ireiul 
out lor drj-ing along its Ijoiika, betwet^ii Bokhara and 
Behoeddln. The skina are evetywhere admired, but 
mostly in rvi^uest in Peraiji, where they are made into 
the lashionnbLe hats of the countiy. If w-e take into 
account, that a kUlah a hat, for which three or ftmr 
skins ape usetl) cinifs there as itmcb a» from ten fo 
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fifiGon ilucnfs. we may fee! assurwl tlvat oar AAtmdum 
of a coosaderably tower price w tio fiokham production. 
Witti the nuanida of Central Asia the breeding of sheep 
Is a chief means of nudotenitnoe, and we can cainly form 
nn idisi of the laniiuicmhle flocks wf sheep which gntzn 
am] ftivfe itjioii die steppes. The* Kifghis eertd great 
(jiuui titles ijf sheep to die Khaiiata und to Kitisun, where 
the mi|Kirtatimi is eouatimtiy on the increase. In the 
year 1H35 aWt S50.000,and in the year I860ulready 
3,644,000 WMihlcs* woriii of iheep were ImportotL* fn 
lulditiuu to this enormous quantity of sheep, raw aheep- 
fikins to the vidne of 75,000, and wool to the value uf 
86,000 eilwr ronlilts, passed the Russiiui ftontier at 
Orenburg ui the same year. 

Tive jfMtt is, after die fliheep, iiue of the tnoet tinpor- 
tant of dotiifciuic animals. Goats* fieeh is not so palfll’ 
able ns that of sheep, hut it is here better than any¬ 
where clijc in Ask. The wool of tlie goat, nccording 
to Humes, hf far inferior to that of the Cashmir gout, 
but toJcrably gowl j and wateniroof studs are made 
of it. 

i/ffrws, of excellent breed, arc found among the 
Turkomans, who cspfrt the finest to Afghanistan, 
India and rersm. The Turkoman hortfc, es|H?cifllIy 
the Aklial and Yomut race,t Is very little inferior to 
the Arab horse in point of swiftness and endurance, us 
well as in beauty of form. The aCstlieg horse, or the 

* C4fmpm Tli« Croiiivf l«is^ 

t OhT" p*Tn- *'TfiiTel» ni tVilT*! 
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Bpccice met with tn Boklmm^ KIuvil, oiid 
jKi5se«»ea more ^riMaigth thj*u 

Tlifc camds of CeoLfal AaIo, unoti^ which the breed 
of UokbiTB uad tho two-hijinpciJ Kirghiit ftre o<jiLsideied 
The best of tlieir kitul, are Aurptuttunl b pobt of strength 
otid swiftness only by die Arab, und cs^blly by the 
IledsJitut camel. The sioiy that the camels cun jire* 
sfsn'c warm* pure and cfNil in their aecmid stomneh, and 
that travellers, when suflenng fmiji tbtnrt, drink it in 
their utmoflt need, ia iwrfectFy wnfcnown here; atid on 
<]ueiitionbg die nomad# on the subject, tliej-only laughed 
and ftpfemed highly ammicd. These animuht are famoui. 
in Central Asia for their rare eonfentednesa. witisfied 
iL- they urr with the scry worn water, and meet mt- 
semhle constHting of thuttlcs anti briars, and b 

aiiite ol- whidi they hold on for days, loaded with the 
iieavieat burdens. They are at tlie eame time entirely 
tree from the spite and Ticioiianciaia of the Ambuui 
ouneL Tliey are exported to Riiwtu and Afghanistan; 
less lo Rnaaiu. Their Ijair b cut twice a year, and b 
UHed in the mojiiifucture of ropes imd coarse atuffs. 
Cattle on die whole are not ^cty numeroLtH,an<l m rather 
a floor condition. The finest cattle are said lo exiat b 
Khokaiid, and among the Karakal|tiLkB on tlie Oxua, 
whose exclusive oecuiiation b to tear them. Ikef b, 
in Centml Ask, still more tough and unpniauibie than 
b Peraa or Turkey, and the consuniption of it b 
therefore limited to the poorest class of tJie people. 
Butter and cheese are made of cow's milk, hut in com- 
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panitivdy miuiII quiuitities. are not found in 

CcotnJ Asia, fhiin ft religious suijerstitiun against dis¬ 
gracing tlic horse, the noble Anirnab “par exceilence;" 
but all the greater care is iiestowed u|Km the breeding 
of the nss, wiiich undoubrcdl}' is hero the finest and 
most excellent of ail I (lave seen in Aim, The aw 
is, in Bokhara, not only of a vigorous &iuue n»fl high 
stature, hut of surprising nuublcness, and in long cara¬ 
van marches can be rcllofl upon lui much as tJie horse. 
The fowls Jire of the long-legged Chinese breed. Geese 
are srnidler thftii those in Eurtipef, mid there are 
several species of ducks. Besides these, there are 
swans, partridges, guincft-tbwls nnd phenstmTs, of which 
the iinest wrt is found in Khokend. 


3. Minfbax Klvgdou, 

.Mjr readers will not feel suprUed that we should 
liftve hut A flcaiity knowledge of the mtneral richee in 
the three Kh&nats- Ijchinann, and other Russian tra¬ 
vellers, who, furnished with sntfieient geological know¬ 
ledge, might have mode closer investigations, we-re 
thwarted in their efforte at cverj’' step by the jealousy 
of the Tartar ofhcUhi, 1 mcline, however, to the 
opinion of Bunies, that Central Asia possesses eitlier 
no precious nietab nr extremely few, ainl that, the gold 
dust in the Zerefehan U not the property of the eoiintri% 
but washed down by the nnal) rivers that rise in the 
Hindukhnsb. According to a statement of the Central 
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Asiatics, the raountoiiioiia oaiuin^- nmnd Stunarkimd 
oiifl tti 6e<lakhsliim, the OvoiS'JCara.ifTn; Enixiutaint ow 
the left Uuik of the Oxus (in tile Kiiomit of KJuva), 
and the Great Balkan in tlie desert nimr Uie Caspian 
Sea, are rich in metailic wealth. Tlmt i^ld 

^ do exist ucor the up|>er Oxum, b proved hy a 
certaiii ctioFidenible rpmntatjrof goki awsually ohtained 
from it, allhough the go!d*wBfthij|jj U carried on in the 
most primitive and negligent manner. 

Xlie gold-WMshiiigf or more correctly the gold' 
fMhing, ia done witJi oimeb^ tails, of which several 
are hung up side hy side bemeeii two People 

beat them about in the wafer for some itme, or they 
dip them bto the river, niul then hang ihem up 
Those places arc always diosen wiiere the water w 
troubled, and the work b genendty performed in 
June and July, the months in the year mort (it for 
the pur^. T doubt whetlier any gold-dust is ex' 
ported} it is not probable, since the smaBer ornaments 
are made of native metal, a* the Persian gohUmith in 
Bofchura informed me. Silver is found in Khn-a in 
the ebove-meiidoncd mountjuns, nnrf a ccuisulmble 
quantity of this valuable metal was really gained 
during tlie reign of AllahfculbKhan, when the mt.,eni 
were worked for ^ree yeare under the management 
of a native of India, who had Ijoc® educated for this 
deparrment- U is aaid thm alter the death of this 
IMTuce he either fled or was murderefL Since that 
time the mmes liave lajen much n^lected. f also 
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bcArd some vsguc reports of tbs exisieuce of diver 
mines tiisar Shebri Sebiu 

Of precious stones, we must mention first of bU the 
rubies of BedAkhshun, which were formerly of high 
repute id Asia, under the name of Laali HediikhshAn: 
at the present day not toany of them are found. 
Cornelian exists in large quantities in the mountaid- 
rivers of BedakiiaLan. It is very cheap, and is ex¬ 
ported to Arabia, Poisia, and Turkey. Lapis lazuli, 
which LS used in dyeing, is oj‘ small value in Central 
Asia, and is exported to Russia and Per»ia. llie 
tttnquuise of Bedakhahaii and Ehokaiid is far inferior 
in colour to timt of Nishupur In I’ersia, and is pnr- 
chased by none but the nomads and Xogay ailvor- 
BDiiths; it is of a green instcaid of u blue colour, and 
liked fer leas than the latter.* 

Thb ftketch of the productions of the ooaie countries 
in Central A ma will liave coiirinced my readers, and 
especially those who are aexjuainted with Asiatic 
countries and their conditions, that Turkestan can* 
not be numbered among the sterile countries. Called 
by the tiatives “ a jewel set m aand,” from its own 
peculiar value and the iMUTenneas around it. Central 
Ada will certainly play an imi>ortant part one day 
among die oountriea of the iur East, and occupy a 
prominent position, aa soon as the beneficent beams of 
our European civilisation shall liave dried up the 
stagnant pool of its miserable social reliitlons, and os 

* CVmjwra BitU*, " InUunlH.'' rnt, 3Sa 
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soon Ba the grand multe we tuive gnaned tor indiatry 
and Hgnuultnrc t^ball there likeinBe have retieieei] their 
ackuowletlgiaeQt. It is robbery, iimrder, uuri war, 
but not the barrenness of uature, which I'onvfrt the 
Bhonea of the Oxub and >Taxftrteft into n desert.. Iij 
Boklmru, hut especiully in Khiva, agdcultun- is almost 
exclusively in the luinds of stavies, of which tliere are 
in. the latter Kluinat more than 8O,0tX>. Their rode 
maimers have placed the sword in the hatids of the 
inhabitaiitii,—tite jdougli is considerwl degrtaiing, aitd 
is entirely given over to alaveA. Wl»eii will ttiese 
Khanats learn to see that a great pan of their mis. 
fortunes, and the unsettled stale of their fioliticnl and 
social rektiems, originate in the perversity of tticir 
nature and conduct? 

A govenunent which endeavours tosmootli ejcisting 
rebitioi» deserves our full acknowledgment tintl cordkl 
wishes for euccefis, although it is lircmaiitre to anth 
cipate a compteto change. Nor must wc grudge it the 
natural wcaltli of the country. Hatling aside the 
moral mflucDce of such a (iovenmieut, end its poAsible 
future political achunies, iJje ntuterial gain is, on the 
whote, not large; nay, I maintain, that it is stnuU, 
when eomiMurd to the trouble and expense the occu¬ 
pation and administronon of such u province rw^uire 
—u province, the commiinicntion w-jili which must 
always be attended with endlesa barclsliips and dif- 
ficultie^h 


cuAPiun XV. 

ON THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF liOKHAKA. 

What 1 bitve to iutpurt in (hia i;hjipt<?r ou tiw3 uimieint 
history of Bokhiim is token out of n Persian MS., 
hroQght Hy the lute Sir Aiexuuder IJurwes from Ih)k* 
liars, which Umrs the name of “Tutifchi Narahakhi.” the 
history of Nurslmkhi. Tlie author, Meiietnmed ben 
Djufer d Nsrsliakhi, wrote tiiLs highly intenjstiug work 
in Bokhniu, in the year of the Elegirsh. 332, under the 
goveriHiient of EiriiT Hainid the Sainniiiilc, in Ambie. 
Later, in the year .*j 22, it was translated into Porsum, 
and augwentiHl by quotations tiwn n not leas intc* 
resting work, Kliuaain iil Ulmn, ‘‘The Treasures of 
Wifttlcitn,” which Ehul Hassan wrote at Nislmpur, In 
consideration of its hiatorical vnltie it is well wortli 
tile trouble (in a quite literu] translution) to give the 
whole. Tiic distiiiguialiod orientalist, Moueieiir de 
Khanikoff; has already lioue tliis, and it will very pro¬ 
bably he put before tlio scientific world. We bave 
here only selected tlaii which is suitable to the outline 
of our $kctcht;$, and for this reason given an extnwit 
ill a free tnmsliition, since this is less fatiguing to the 
majority of readers, luid more accepuible. 
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Bokhaha, i-e* ITS Eitviboss, 

On tho site of modern Bokiuun tiiete must huvo 
l>c«n itx ancient days a momsA, which; arose from (he 
yciirly llotMjjn^ of the Htct that comiin trom Saimirhand. 
In surnTnuft frotn the molting of the snow in the exlst- 
ui^ mountains in tJiu neiglilKHirhixxl, thb was much 
ftugmcnteih Thia moruss was dried up at a later 
period, and die fertile aoU tiooa attmeted settlers from 
all sidofl- From these cotoniats a prince was c ht'wtf n, 
by name Aberet, for their ruler, Bokhara itaelf ex¬ 
isted not dietn Tlierc were aiinply numerous viUapes, 
of which Beykem or Bcykcnd ( the iidllHgo of the ntlur) 
was die Lirgest. Tymiinj soon du^iersed this little 
colony. A iiart of it drew bock to northern Tiirke- 
etan, founded the town Djenmket/ and soon enjoyed 
a flourishing condifkm. Later they returned to the 
osaistanev of their brethren whom they had left be* 
hiiuL Then Prince Shir Kishver, **Lion of the 
Land,” conquered the Iwd Aberri, put fiim iu a sock 
full of thonja, and tonicd fum round and round until 
he died, liokhura gmJuaDy flourished Hgidn- Shir 
Kialivt-r rulwl for twenty years, and contrilmted 
much to die Huceeas of the colony, ant! his followew 
pursued the anine jath, imd die whole tieighbouriiood 
was soon peopled and covered with villages. In what 
epoch die cTirtmology of this place Galls, is bard to con- 

»** Hwt*blj ill* ttodimi Obiiiakft, in lit* ii«w BuMian pnrtiiiM 
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JwJtnrt!, It wi'ro a vain effort to attempt to |>eEiccrate 
rLe table of the* oldest histoty of Hokhont. We prefer 
mther tog^ivu the iiitcrestiiig elutaof ilte MSS. on that 
iieightHiurliiKMl, Jiiid to begin with iJokharu, which froio 
imcieiil days wuij on iinpcrumt rjkiI. 

Bukitara, the Capital. 

Wltut tlie source of our iufbrmatkiii relates with 
reoartl to the religious importajice of this sfxit, what 
pre-emineticc its udiabitauts Kadi, wlint disttiicttoiii 
Hwaits them at the i,lay of r4surrectiau, dec., will not 
much interest our rciulers. Siaush b stated to have 
Ijcen fJie foiiuder of tlie fortress, whore he was slain 
in a public taj^uare, before the (rate Gtiriim, by his own 
father-in*law. Thb place wiia c<msbint1y held in 
honour by the 6rc;-worship[>ers, and every one bwk 
care (o iilTer a cock ihero on NoruK (New Year’s Day) 
Wfitre the set of sun. Tlib eommeiuomtivc re5ti\iil 
tvns celebnited very where. Troiilxulours have long 
Bung of it in their Iays» though the story relates to 
fiiets that liiippencd Uirre thousaiul years ago. Other 
people iifflr tn that Efiusiab tins the founder. It may 
euificc TO know tlmt the fortress long rejiiaiued <le- 
aolate and uumlubitcd mitU Beiideu, or Beudun^ the 
hualiand of Queen KbatHn, rebuilt it, together witli u 
caatle over the gate, oti whicl) he eaitsetl lib oivn name 
to lie etigiu^'od ill iron. In tlie ycjtr 600 Heg. iliia 
gate, together with the iron slub, was still cotispicmius} 
later all fell ill miiiss atiil cvtiry attempt to rebuild it 
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WB 3 tlic opinion of tito wise moo of 

tlio clay h was nt lonj^Ii rebuilt Id the fonu of tbo 
Plcuules Aovoti piiku?^, niicl from iljut lirtio uU 
kbi^ who inhuiuteci it w'crip \'iotoHoim, und, wlmt is 
still more woiiilorfal, riuiio uf tlioiu (lioil, as long as 
tlioy coutuiuwl to occupy it. Tliw custle lunl two 
gates—tlie Eiisiorn or Guiiiui Onto, iJio Western or 
Eigistiu) Gate—-wliieii w'ere coiitiectecJ by u rcMut, joid 
llie caistle coutained tbe dwellings of the cbief oflicers, 
AS well cts the ptisan and trcftsiiTy rmd diTan» After 
iltcae events there mts u tinie of descjluriotit nnd it was 
ogiiui rebuilt by Arslan KluiJL nnd enjoyed its former 
greatOfSA, S34 Ib!g. Wbeii KImreziu Slmh took Hok* 
Imni be pcniuited govemcirs appointeil from Stuuijiu* 
to direct matters, mid to destroy tlie citudeL Thctit 
in 536 I leg., it vra-s again ivatorcd. Similar events 
it experienced riiiuir times, till at last the Stogula, 
under Djc‘Tigia Klum, reduced to niltis BokhutH and 
the fortress. 

Of the {wince!,! of Hokham* the Setni at the Rigiston 
must be mentioucHl in the Ural place, iu which eepuire 
the lords «f this land, both in the prc-lskmite tiroes 
and al^ later, w'itc in the habit of living. In regard 
to circumference, that which Emir Said, the Samauide, 
CAUiKti to be built b; the lurgest, and proliably most 
sphuidid {nikcc, where all the htgli crmnsellors, with 
llic governors are found in one and tlic sumo building. 

After tliifl, we- must mime Setay Molian, or lluit 
palace which wtia built on the camd of the launc name. 


A_\CIEUT aiSTOBV OF hokiiaba. 2 fil 

Thu 13 df!iu:rtb<>U 113 ftii fiscetHliDgly chorminj* clwell mg ^ 
which WB9 Mirruiinticii hy ihu atiiit luxunotui 
tijo iMiiittihtl tiii^titlow^ Diit] ft<)ivcr>bc<Uf 

brooks uiiij fotuitfiijw. The whole trner of comitiy 
fmiu the ^Tite of the liigietiuj to lleshtek (Uttle delii) 
wjis i^iitte tiJlof Ix'uutiliilly-jHiiritecl, Amiijtttioitii housed, 
vrith hivoly lukt-A, ond sluulowy trees which ullowtsl 
110 SUM to [jenetoite; imi] the gftrdeiui cxuk-nwit hi 
fruits, as almojuK 1111 rs, cherries, iJm:.* 

The ^Kiluce of tSiieftiKilnid is ulso wortiiy <»!' notice, 
which the king, i;hems-t.U.Jhi, caiwnJ to U* built 
uiwr tJie ^tii Ibraiiitn. nod which U teiiutrkuhiu fur 
its aiuhigliail garden, luitiHil Kiiruk. TtiU veas a pLce 
<jf hmr miles in ijiremulbreiice, eiirroutidi'd with iugfi 
wjilU, where nmiiv duve-cotes^ tis well os wild atuiiifllK, 
Hiich »LH Bjx*s, gaaelles, foxes, wolves, lx«rH{ !), in tialf- 
tamed wndition, are Ibimd. After the denth of Shems* 
cd*dhi, his brother, Kludr Rhao, itiouuteij tlie thiwtie; 
then liU Sod, Ahmed Kliiin. who eontiiiimlly increased 
tlie beauty of the pihive; but when the latter was 
conqu eta'll and cotulueted to Sumarkiind by Melek 
Slmh, It won (ilHU)dnnef], and fell into ruins. Besides 
these there were tnany otmntty lumseii in the neigh' 
UatrhcMxl, neartfr to the town, which khmged to the 
Retdikualuuid, liy tliU name a i'ermin ixtiiple were 
iiuilcaterl who came our uf tiic west to hut 

Wert* not Anilis, and |Hisat'sr*!d a slngularlv good 

AtUKM^h ami libnm tfr, nm b* sw« TUh •* • rnHilvt flt 

Wklun. 
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reputation. When Kgteibe, after the ctmfpiftsi uf 
Ittiklianv, rn^uireil tlie Imlif of the hou,*H‘i» for the A mbs, 
tho Keelikuj’liani; fonned the luryest jjortiun of thii^ 
who gavti up their houses and settlefi out of the lowii. 
tif these country EiounvA only two or three rettiiiliiL'd 
to later periods, which bore the luuiie of Kbslikl Mogan 
(Kiosks of the fire*worshipping priests). There were 
many teniplfa in Bothnwi known ns thrwe of tiie fire* 
iiTixridiipj^iers, and the ^U^on were uccnstoirjeid to maii)- 
tain them witli gn^st care. The first town wall which 
extended Twmd Bukluim \v»w built by the coininaud of 
the govemorj Khiil Abbas, in *215 Heg., in con8ef[uence 
of the inJinbitiints huving' complained that ihfy IkuI 
suffered su much fritm the inmuls of the Turks. In 
the year 235 Ucg., it vim rp|iflired and fintilifd, hiii 
later tmtirely ruined when the* Monjrd Inwtle* laid 
waste tile city and erivimtis of I'lokharu. Besides tiio 
aI>ove. mosques nnil other buildings are mentiotiefL 
We wish to spare our readers these detuils. Tlie ptst 
prosperity of Ilokhara is snfticteiitly gliown, w*hen we 
itpiMrfil to twelve Ginals or lainjer conduits wliieh Liiter- 
acet the vicinity in all directions. The fruitful and 
Iwuntenus nature til the jioil him, ia the Ivipt, l)ei.’otno 
proverbial, and the great sums which Imve been levied 
on the town am! cn^-irouH pnwe it. After thefourtlut.f., 
the fittid conquest of Bokhurti by KttteiW, the KliaUf 
in Ihtgdtid receiveil and the govenior of ICIue 

rcLsson I (booth dirrliems. In thu time of the Simla* 
null's Ibikluii'R jiiiul, iu Ivi'niiiiMdi idtuie, au>re than u 
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iiuUioti dirrlicmg tribute!, which i$ ccsfiiudcrcKl ai] im- 
metu» auiti ticeortIiit|f to the tariff of fJtut poriui In 
pre-Lskmitc times there wjus iu IhiklmtA only batter. 
The first governor who amici: silver tuouey was Knnrtn- 
khor. The coin IieicI tm one side hia portrait, and was 
of pure silver: tJiie k.<ited up to Uie tiiiie of Abuliddr. 
Thu old coiiuige became leaacneil, and w'as replaced by 
tltc inferior tnint at Ivharezin. In the time of Iloriut id 
Roscliid, Athref, tlic governor, struck u ne w mint of six 
clifferctit kinds of mutul, which were named atrifi or 
azrili. fl thhik that the word, eoiiimou m PerHia, 
eshrefi—ducats, ia not from the Arabic, but derived 
from luinfi. ) 

In industrial arts also, Bokliuru has exceeded the 
other nations of once fiimous Asia, The di'ess stufls 
which were falirtciited on the lianl; of tlie Zerefslmii 
were sought ftFr hi Arabia, ]*crstu, ligj'pt, Turkey, 
India itself. Tliess were merely of tliree colours, 
white, red and grtHUi; )iut its silktm stuffs were stn>[ig 
ami heavy, and were worn for a long time as the fuvuu* 
rite royni auit princely rolies in many hunb. Next to 
these were the large curjiets and cnruiius, which were 
woven in Boklmra. The fortuer of thc^ were so ex* 
|>ensive that the town of Bokhara could jiay, witii one 
single car]let, the tribute to Bagdail, In the later 
dv\'astations of Bokhara tlie clover artizmiB were scat' 
tCTcd, and with them their art fell to the ground. 
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The tiv Bokhara. 

Besides the chief city JUid ity wonders, there lire 
mwiy places of die envlnona de^ribed in die luaiii]* 
scn|>t before me. Aortic of thet»e exist even ihav; 
others have piisiied luimdess. 

Amni'neA, Tn this many other lowris nre coni[)rised, 
and tJiifl rt^ou Ims pnHhicefl uimiy yffa'ls utid 
It U distant from Bokliorft founcen fiipaaiijwi only, and 
Wits luuned Uibi EUnnk-k (liule town). 

A'wr ia n lnr;^-r place, where there am nitiny moMpied 
imd camvansendis uitti it k the xpt most frciiuenHd 
bypilin'mis of the whole nei|'h1x»urliOMiL In RokJiant 
touch is thoiij^hc of thii*. for u jnuniey thither is ea- 
tet'tuetl as Iialf a pUgririoi^e tt» Mwtst. 

JtfVQU {fls the A ra hum ft lumnu it, (in* (he jiro'ia^r 
iiiinte wufc Ktifl), a oonHiderahle sfwit, which wan celi#- 
bnitcd for its tnurketa. TJ icy Iilst e<l cum rnoi i ty ten days,, 
onrl were frerioeniwl yearly by more thau ten thnitsHni] 
pftrsojift, whowime fnmi Ferghumi (Khokaml) and from 
uli quarters. This cinjumstanoit nunie die inhubitiuiia 
wealthy, ami they wtn) fiimou» for their rkhes. Ta- 
vftifl lies on I he high romi to Samarliojid, and is seven 
fanutngD from Ih^kliam. 

/sM-uWv/, a htrge ami rich towti, curries on nrj exton- 
Bive commerce In prejairlng tirluis (a kind of linen); 
has many musqiiejs cttru\*ans*;:niifi, and lu cotiaidcred 
one of the loveUest towna of Ihtklnmt. 

Ztntiinf jmxlnces the best kirlias in Buklmtu, which 


ASCISNT ntSTOliV OF Bf)KHARA. 265 

It ^Npiorta to Amhiil, Fari, Kirmmi, nnd other <listaiit 
liincJfl, and whltiU ta uistMl uvorvwliorD bj pniiccs Hcd 
prtsit peuplc )f>r ctntliinit. It in hlfth estimation, 
imJ Is [lurctia.'KHl ui the ."jtnte jfricL* us the Ja^aviest 
stiifFa. 

llifimte ii a IhrtiritHl ijitit, nnd was formerlj- the 
reside] icfl at' the tings, mnl it ts said tliut it wvis I milt 
by Sliapur. It is on the I’urkesmn iKumdiur* lias h 
weekly Mwrkot, «t wliieh rntjeh silken stuff is sold. 

E/s/iantj ts a well furtibed spot, has a mostfue built 
by Kutoilxv, and u weekly market. 

Bi'riictul, ji large oKl villiige. wliicti the Etnir latuael, 
the Sariuiuide, bought, luvd rllvided the revenue Ixi- 
Iwet'u Ih'rvfsliL!* luid Seiils. 

Itatnefin i$ older tlum itokiiimi, tmJ wus earlier bi’ 
habited by princes. It is snid to havt? I>c<ai built by 
Efntstab, W'lio fortifiinl it iiUo at ii later ]>eri(x!, when 
he was attackcti liv Kuykhosrev, who sought vetigGunce 
iMi him fur flie ihttih of his lather, 8umsh, lUid sou-in* 
Iciw. Ill this pfnee were the most celebrated temples 
of the ftrtr-w«rsbifijPCI'S in nil 1'runsainann. Ebwsinb 
wjis, nfltT (AVo yeiuw, seized and killed by Eaykhosrev, 
luid his grave Is fbimd at tlie entry of that tire-temple, 
wliich situtids on thut high hill which Is now visible 
olose tii the tiiodtitiuns uf Khodscha Iiuont. Those 
events lire rij[H3rled to hfivc taken place tliree hundred 
yenrs ugo, 

i’erai'ti'fthft is one of the liokhnra towns, and is 
eclebn^ted fur its imstle, which was built by l^iince 


2G6 fitCETCHEa OF CEJrnWJ- ABLi. 

Oc(lt:k, oiLti tboittijind yeiirs tiiid Uy tong 

yemn iu min, Latw, rritict' iloWk rustofecl a portion, 
nnd Bctiynt, IhL- eoti of Tugstuidi^, is siud to hAvc 
cited then;. lit itic time.' of IsUmi, Emir Utmcl, tlio 
Smniujidf, w{b]ii 2 i) to iiuike a niosqiie of It. and offL'nrtl 
the inlmlntanlB 20.000 dirrluan tt« a rc-imburaetnent 
for the re.^tonitbu, but they dt'cHned liia cffFtT. In 
the timE of Eniir llayder, the Samanide, there were 
j'et £oriLe wooden remuiiii^ ivhttdi that [nereon brought 
Uj Uokliuro, and ueed for tJio building ufhU oiatle. 
Yerakli'sha hua yearly lifbien nrnrkets, of which the 
lo^t, which ia held at the end of the year Uiata twenty 
days, (vnd uiiwc is culled the Xnrux iKorkot ( Kew Yejir'a 
Day ninrkei), wliich aince that time (wliat time?} ho« 
become a liokhum custom. Five davs liiTcr the Korn* 
market ccniiea the Mogan (New Year's Day of 

the prleata of Lite Uru-worshlpjHirs). 

.fisyfefncf WHS considered a dfy, and its iiduibltouts 
are highly hidigmitit if any one cull it u vlUitge. Were 
a Bovkender ia Bagdiwl t|Uestiotied as to his Ijoine, he 
would say Tkikhimt. It was once a cooBlderaiile spoti 
liatl Riofiy licuuitlul bullditigs and mosques, and in 
tlie ywir 240 I! eg. bad yet nut tty tabats (stone houses 
in tlu> form of a caraverstHui). Ttie tiiuidier of these 
cxcewlecl a thousatid, nit iiihubited by iieople whu, in 
sutiitncr. dweli at their own cotintry seiits, but in 
winter spent the fruits of their indiistiy iu the town, 
and thus were very gay. The Beykemlors wvn* also 
gFLUt nicrehiuita, win* curried on it tnuie to l‘birjn and 
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Sea. The of tb^ tdim ore otder 

rlmi {{ukhom, tuitl it gave Kuteile ii^tucU trouble to take 
it. In rairlifrr times each prince bid here JiIb castle. 
Hefrivecii Btivkejni huiI Fiirab h a tract uf twch’c 
fiirsangs, which goes tlirough a eandy desert. Arslan 
JUiiui luu] raised here a mtigriificent buiidlug, and 
with tniich cost brought die Oanitl Djnrauigam into 
thia -vtciiuty. In the neighbourhood of Tieykeud there 
are iramy beds of reetle Hiid large lakes, wliich they 
call liar ken [ ferrakb or Karaiot. Aocordbig to a cre- 
ihble staterncut thuac tiro nlxiut twenty fareangs in 
extent, and iit>i>uiid in n-ater-fowl and ftsh, beyond any 
other fHirtion of Khorussan, Here the Canal Dja- 
mniguio had not. auffleient water, so Arslan Khan 
wisliod to bring from these lahi^su stream to Beykend, 
which place lies on u id^ht elevation. They begHU to 
dig^but they struck on an excessively hanl rock, which 
rendered useless ail their hiumnering and hewing. 
Loads of fut imd \inegar wen* employed for the 
softening of the stone, but in vain, and the work was 
Hlamdoiied, 

Faralt has a Intge mosque, of wliich the walls and 
cupola oj'e built of tiles, without a particle of woixl 
visible. It bid its own princes, who governed from 
Bokhara m a (settied order, luid, to a ccrtnui degree, 
indepemlently. 
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QtTBES KiiATi:!r and the Fora Fihs^t AsAfHAN 

Field ilAH^^iiALs,' 

Xu Hu? time of the AniMuti uccuputioiL or more pro* 
[«rl V ajHaikiiifT, in that time when die first outpoiiDj of 
tlu* Amlitoti aiiveuturer presswl t« the distant Xiast, 
there wa4» iu IXtikluim a wuiimit csi the thmiiei whu^ 
during the mmoritj of her eon Tugshudet held for 
fiHeeti years the reini* of govoninieut vritli JkitIi might 
and rectitude. {){ this woman, who i» cotiBiderud to 
be the Niuthtrvnu (emhlt'jij of Ju]<tice) of Central Aek, 
it io re[)orted tliut she went dmly from lier caatle on 
the Rigistauf cm homeback, and, aurroumled by all 
classes, busiiai herself ViitJi ntute itflalrs. TowardB tlie 
end of year ftfi the Ambtana, tiofler tiie hauling 

of Abdulluh'lKili'Ziod, cnisseii the Oxue, iind tixik the 
ouoe celebrated Poykeud,, through which victoty they 
came into poio-ession of much trcaisitre, and about 1,000 
prisouers. 

In the year 51, Ileg., they nttacked Bokliuni with 
a iFtmiig lurmy imd liatteniig (uigitiegif atid Khutiiu wns 
cowed before tlio threatctutig pisnf. ibie uteasengcr 
W3U» sent by lier to tlu* Andiiaii ficltl-tnarehal with 
presents, oud mstructiouR to ohcaui ui least an armi- 
stictr for fourteen days; luiotber was scut to the north* 
oaat to a TurkiRh nice, for rpiict aid. ITie stnitagem was 

- Khittui io TitrtipA, c4 *birt| -rml wi. wvh lO *<na «|||V 

Htrw iuioil or • HIIM, ■■ tU. 1. tu ta»rtl(w in Ihm U9i. bi«irw iu. 

t m old wIiLiN li tlfirvik milk 

(riftF and irjil Tiint^l 
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succ<*ssfuL Tlie Arabs, outld^iutlng uDtblng, granted 
tlie anuiKtice, Menu while the Tuifc} approached, lun! 
Kliatiin felt hem;irisTnHig t-uough to lUtaok the Iwaieg- 
era and put them to flight. The defeat it^lf wTis not 
denied by the Amliiitn hiMtomus: they only udrlf tlmt 
the Muaaulimn anuy twk a rkh booty in gold, silver, 
clothing stnfls, and weajxma, in which were tlio golden 
ontl jcwelliNl iKiots of the (piet*n, KlintiiiL, tlie worth of 
which was estimated ivt SUO.OtX) dmchiuiis, Abdiillati'- 
beti'Ziml fellwl till the trees in the vicinityv «ind fle- 
Rtroyed all the towtifi. Khatnn f'U anxious for the 
fate of her land, ami concluded pefice with the Arahknn, 
which site laaiglit, they say, for one r ntn ion drachiiius. 
In the year hti, I leg,. Said bem Osmati was tunned 
governor of Khrtnif.siui. Hecrt>tf?ed tlieOxus lunl fell 
on Boktuim, Klialun wished to buy a [joace for a si¬ 
milar snm to that which she gave Alxinlinli hen SSind, 
Despite of tliin oflerf Said, who atiud with 120,000 
TDCU In lieflch (Shehr >Sebz) and Xaldislicb (Karachi), 
refused coinpluince, gave batth*, and after he Itad 
beaten the nrmT of Kliatiin, tiiiulc [icatx?. The (juceit 
was obliged to Ruhmit. and entered iho army of the 
Arab Ike a vassal.* The etihriiiseive State gave eighty 
hcfitagee, and Said ben Osuiun weal to Satuurkand, 
which he also ttxtk, and thence, li«h'ii with rich trea¬ 
sures, returned baclt to Medina. Tlip re|>ort goes, 

• fUftm thil \mt OmwJi roj IQllSaii?, wb& wrm • 

tormk odi alhcTi Mtl itrifl tit jwra this wmjt 

fixtui vbiifili nu£|[ of tfau Ufe- 
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tlmt the liDsia^es w!ucL Khittuti pai'o to the Arabian 
field-maTBhal wei^ who doiiUted tJie legitjinaey 

of Ttigeluulc, aiwl plotted togetlier itgauust the qaL>etL 
According to agreernejif., they wnDted inensly to ixc- 
comi»ny the Arab army tm long tm tla^ retuaiued tu 
Bahhont, but Said wished to tiavc them vrith liiin as 
trophies of liis victoiy when he eiiieretl M edina. Thin 
movtal the deceived Uokhurians; mid when they saw 
(heir ruin unavoidable^ they wished, at least, to die 
nvengitig themaelvaa. They alew tkitl, and then 
EiavcraUy destroyed each other. In Ids lum, Muslim 
ben Ziad was muned rater of Kborasaau. He Imstcued 
quickly lo hin piat, drew togetlieracunsiderubhiurmy, 
and fell on Bokhara, agaui become fattlilcEs, Kbatun 
quickly perceivial that site, alone, was no mutch for 
liim, and sought everywhere help. She gave her lumii 
to Terkhan, Prince of SmnurScund, to jmrehusc pri>- 
tectionfor her country - also tiic mighty Turkiali prince, 
Bciidun, ivas called in to aid. ^Vtieii all the aasiataucc 
had been pranilsed, Kliatuii luiateucd to conclude a 
trucet the Arabs consimtcd; when Bcuiiun upj>eared 
with 120,000 men, and induced tile rchictimt queen 
to violatG the truce. Ttie Andiuiri field'll lorslud was 
extremely incensed, and sent one of bis olficei^ by 
Tmmc Meldeb, to Kbatuti, to remind her of her blame- 
able neglect of duty. Melileh took from each com* 
puny a tiuiii with him, quitted secretly the camp by 
night, with the mtentiem bc> surjiriw, on iionie iwint, 
die enemy’s army. He was already arrived ou the 
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liojiks of the river (Zerefshan)^ when eome Anib»^ 
thinking that the ijneatiori was a mattET of booty, joiaeci 
him, Thcii' ujJtetl force was not more than 900 men. 
I'lie enemy's cav.'Uiy dlsooverecl tliitii, luul at the first 
onset cut ilown 400 of riiem. The rest fled quicklv 
back, hist were followert, ami towards daylight reaclii'd 
near to Khoten. The Turks upcned u bloody battJe ; 
Mehleb was eorroiinded on all sides, and announced, 
by a fiowerful shout, his positmn to the nejireat Amhian 
camp. The signal was heiird; Muslim knew the voice 
of Mehleb, he^etl it hut little^ and only AbdulMi, 
who hhime<l the imUfibrence of the coinmMulcr-iji chief, 
mounted his horse in order to assist his brother, who 
wad hjud pressed. This approach gave courage to 
Mchleb and his followers. The battle w'oai miewetl; 
Beiidun fcU, tmd tlie Turks were put to Sight witli 
great loss. An Immense booty fell into the hands of 
(lie conquerors; and it is said that each horseman 
received about 1,000 dirrhems. After thb incident 
Kliutuu ma' l p peace, anti did homage to the Arabs. 
She also appeared va tlie caniik, mid did homage iigiiin. 
She Te<iuested to ifoe AbdnUah, whose heroic deeds 
had astonished the whole army. Muslim called him. 
He wore a blue tunic with red ^rdle, and fhvounildy 
impressed the i^ueen bv’ his noble appearance, and she 
made him great presents. The fourih Arahirui lieliT 
mttrslial was Kuteihe hen Muslim. Be went to KIjo- 
rassou, under the Kaliphate of Hudjadj, conquered on 
hie way the pruvliiCfis of Tochoristaii, winl crossed 
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the Oxtti^ ht 88 Reg, i^e^'kotiJ irtts Apprised of hU 
npiirottch, a strong widlud the taking of which 

oust bun a hutil struggle, Tlie Ai^bs were tbrcoil to 
besiege it fifty ilays, and snfli:*™! ctnisiderably. Since 
force could produce no effect, lie wns obliged lc> em¬ 
ploy stratagem, and caused k to be uudcrmbcd, and 
the fortn^ was thus stirprisud- He fHirdortt'd the 
inhabitants, made peace with thont, and leaving V'nrka 
ben NTasr-uUali os governor, went lo Bokhara, Intel¬ 
ligence soon reachod liim ibiit the Peykendw had 
killed the govenior. whisro lie hod left lnd»iid, and who^ 
w it provwl, liuil Jirovokcd the revolt by his cniel 
deetls. Kuteibe hostmiod liock, plundereil the city, di’s- 
tmved it, killcsl nil Uie men able in liwir anno. The 
rich and mighty Teykcnd, which itiaiiitained an exteri- 
Bive oomnicrce in tcfta from China and ntlier goods, 
was utterly deatroyed. Some (xntlona were 
later, but its prosperity was gone for They 

relate that the Arulis, anictig abundojit tmiaiires, 
found B silver idol, wliich, witli the robes, wua worth 
150 miskal. Among things most worthy of reniiirk, 
were two fiearla, os large oa a pigeon’s egg. These, 
acconlingto the rejxirl (,if the Peyheniiis, were brought 
into the temple by a bird, Kuteibe sent auch things 
to tlifc Kladif IJndjudj us a prrjsent, W'ho, in a 
letter of thanks, o,xpressed both his (ulmiration for the 
objccla, and the liigh spirit of the sender. From 
hence he went to Vanlun, (now VartluiuEi) which he 
R|K)ile<I, with nil tile other villsges brtmtigirg to it* 
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Tihise succcesfitl mlvjmc«js> of the Anihiim army terri¬ 
fied the aniaU of tlmt neigUbotirhood, aiid they 

imifptl, and iitmcked, with Joint forces, the mnuJers. 
Aa the Arab hiutoHuii uffinn^t £iiteil>c was grently 
distressed. He was also destitute of arms; uitd 
gay that a hmee bought for dirrhems, a ttebnet 
for 60, the cuirasa for 9U0. Happily, the ruler of 
SiiTrmrlfftnd, by cuuuuig and deceit, littd withdrawn 
from tlie alliance to go over to the Arabs; and the 
Ttirkiah leader hasixig obtained mformatioti that freah 
auxiliary troo]is had arrived in Kesh and Nukhsheb, 
I'etxeated to Viirdun; ftiul Kuteihe remamed uudis- 
tui'Iied in the poasesslou of tlie couttuvred province in 
Traiisoxiana. 


TuOSHAl>fi MokA-VXA, THE VErLEn Phophet 
OF KnoBx\asAJt. 

Tugshade, who, after tlie death of his mother, was 
chosen Iviiig oi Bokhara, iual to thank Kuceibe, alone, 
for lu 9 throne, ainoe he supported him Hgninst his 
powerful neighbour, the Governor of Vardun, who 
insudwl BoklniTH repeatedly, but was always driven 
Ixick by Kuteibe. This feuliiig of gratitude may have 
been the principal cause that Tugahade went over to 
hkin, and dlstuiguiahcd himself by hia remarkable 
ardour in tovour of the iiew w|iiiiionfl. He reigned 
thirty-two years, not so much as mx indefajodent 
prince, but as the siissal of Rutoilaii wlio found itt 
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tiini a iiii^hiy aitl hi by t'orct tlie iloctrhie 

of .^lohiiiutTttf}. which tht mhahitojira of Ifokhora were 
much Io reject. A* the Arubiiui tulvontunerij 

ii«4de coiiversitm to iaiaui the chief condition \ti wb- 
Tuitihig, the BokhoriotA, u( hicJi captuix^ of ilioir ciipi- 
mi. uckuowlL'dgoih til apja^Hnuices labiu. tint iiftcr 
the dcjTnrtiite «1‘ their coiiiji)er()r» rutunicd lo tlidr 
Iwhivwl luiriiiTOiJ reiigimi, tiie PuTHi. Knteilxf wiehw! 
to check this. Be ordered, ttierdbre, thul die liull'oi’ 
the in.itisea of tlie wfioJc town stionlJ be given up to 
the i\Twhii. TJie proselytes were ptnccd* liy tlu'se 
nifjuui. in tlie iimwaikte ucigiilKUjrhood of iniii wlio 
oontinuuUy watche^i them, nnij urged them to tiie new 
doctrine. In tlir year !U Ileg,, he |>eniiittei] a large 
riE»K]ne to Ijc bill it, in which all were to iissetnUlc for 
prayer on Fridayp^ jind in which the Koran should be 
reiu!, in an emphatic niamn r, in the i'erAiiin Iniigniigfi. 
This mosque esdsted mn in the thiic of onr uatlujr’s 
writing, who IjesideA adds tJmt the doors figures 

ot annmiis were cut, ( which, as is knowu in cverj* 
place of IsJaut, to wry nothing nf a moeque, is treated 
as a pxiss offcuce); the reiisim of this, they Hay, wns, 
that liiese miimaU were taken from au estrlior temple 
of the h tre \Voniihip|>ers, mui retmiied afterwards, 
Togsliade reigucii thirtj'-two yearn, Aiter tus 
death, KuieilH% hk son, (whom he so nametl, from 
attacbmeni to the Arehiati field * ituo-Hlml). took the 
throne. At the commencement of hk reign he aftected 
the Miii^uhnHri, but, itn it was swioii npjHirt'tii iliat he 
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TviM fl<?cr«illy to the old religioTi, ho was exe* 

cutwl W Ollier ol' Ebn Muiilini, tlio niter of Kiioms- 
siin, lujJ ill his ateail, BeiiyiU, «ls> n Ron of Tttg^^hade, 
was nnmcH! Loni of Bokhara. Eiulcr both tbeae 
hi! ter rt'igTid, it happened that the Sefidiljiniiti^niii 
(the whlte'clothed), os ihe followers of Mokarntti^ 
the oiled Priiphct of Khorjissati« Imre been called^ 
raised, with the new doccrlne., ihe fltniidnnl of rc1>e1‘ 
Uon Rj^inst the Arubian compicrors. In like innnnur 
with Knteilie, the soti of Tugslmdet did the other 
Benyal, ^ «vt!r to tlir. rebels tuid wa^ I>ut te dealt h by 
onler of the Khidif. 166 Ucg. The Cimily of Tug- 
Hhade held the throne itf lloklmm till 30! Ueg., when 
I bn (nluik, the af Ibniliiiri, the erai of KhoUd^ the 
son of Benyat, ceded bis rights to Enilr laniiiel, the 
Saitumidc. 

As to the histoxy of Mokimna and the SedddjatTie- 
gun, thhi tiioveiiient tnighl have had^ certainly^ 'hui- 
goroiiH eoiist>i|UGiiees tor Tshun in Central Asia, if the 
anOionties in Bokbani, tuid |strtiuNliirly the Khtilif 
Mirhdi. hiul not iiftisl idl proper precaution. Mokimua, 
(as is rohiUHl in the MS. lytiig before me), the yeiled 
prophet of Khorassaii, wliose real naitie wii^ Ifiishint 
bin Ilckhn, wea boni in the village of Geze, near 
Merw, litid early occupied himself with nuuiy kimls 
of knowhdge, but espechdly ivith eneluintmeiits and 
seen?!: arts. 

Re waa named Mokanim, or the Veiled l^mphet, cm 
this account, liecaiise he eovcfred his head euufitotitly 


S7y sEJirciLEa of aaia- 

with n veil, for lie wns dtiTormeKt in fcut urcft, one-eyed, 
and, moreover, boldt He hutl, no iloubt, lunler llm 
Mufilim a high mUitan'' mnk, ii» he there once came 
out Id Mn cbaracter of prophet ^ he wah (U’nt to 

Biigditd, tuul there put in prison* He escapetl ilieucc 
and ttmio iMWk to Mew, and wiien he showed hhn- 
self atiiuiig hla people, for the fiftst tiiue, he dtonauded, 
“Know ye who \ am?" Tliey «aid unto him, that 
he was Hosliini bin Hckim. He replied, “ You are 
in error, I am your 6od, and 1 ani the God of all 
people* I call tuyaelf what 1 will, I wtia earlier 
in the world in the form of Adam, Ihmhim, Me^ea, 
Jesus, Moliauuned, Ihij Mualiui, uud now in the form 
in which you see me*” “How Is it, then," they 
ashed of him, “ tliat these make thenisolves knawn 
as propheta, hut y^u wialj to be Ctd?'’ “They were 
too sensual, hut 1 am through and through spiritual, 
and have conatantly piWtfessed power to appear in any 
tomi- He liv£<], then, in Merw, hut his agents 
tuovL-d abnu* everywhere in oider to gain followers, 
and his Jotters of mission begun thus 

“ In the name of the Merciful aiul Grodous God, 
I, Hosliini, son of Hekim, Lord of all lords* i’ruiscJ 
be the One God, He who wm before in .ikdujrj, Xuth, 
Ihroliitn, Moses, Christ, Mohammed, Ibn Mualtm; 
He who was manifested iKjfore all these, lumifly, I 
Mokanim, lord of might, brightneaa, trutli,—rally 
round me end I earn, for mine is the lordship of the 
earth, mine the gioty and power. Besides me th<Te 
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b no god; by who U with me goes to Paradise: he 
who 6ie9 from me goes to hell." 

Among hb adherents an .4rah, named Alxlulkh, 
prindfiallj dutingubhed himnelf, and, in tlie vicini^ 
of Kesh, tobled very many. At a later period the 
greater part of the TUlages around Samarkand and 
Bokhara went over to Iiim. The profeseora of the 
new sect became from <lny to day stronger, and with 
their numlierH mcreaseii ul«» b)th uproar tind riot^ 
and the alarm and cnee of the Musulnium. Wien 
the governor of Khorassnn was iufbrmcHi of this bgue 
he wblied toiwd^' Miikaunn; who then kepi himself coH' 
emted a long time, atid though all the passes of the Oxua 
were guarded, he succeeded in eiicaping over to the 
Trutiaoxaubn side, and effected a retreat into a strong 
fortress on the iiionntain of Sam, near the town of 
Kesh (the modern Shehr Sebr). Tlie Khiilif Mebdi 
also was struck with terror at the iiitelligeuce. He 
sent first tnsijw, end then arms in person to Nblutpur, 
for it had becomo a qiuistiun whether tlie purtisana of 
Mokanna would not obtain the ujtper hand, and Islam 
sink to the ground. At that time in the new sect 
robheiy and murder having been permitted, immense 
hordes out of Turkestan jnine<l the revoltera, the 
Miiaulmaiifl were hiinl pre«se<I on all sidea, tfieir 
Tillages plundered, their women and children carried 
away to prison. In the year 15S Heg. the com¬ 
mandant of Bokhara went againirt them with a oon- 
slderalile force, and the contest ’betwt'en the partisans 
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of iVftikajiiiiii lUid the MohjimoJuiui Jmttiil iti tluit 
cutuitr}' uumv ytaire, 'I he Veiled Propljet moved jiot 
trom tiui fortifled iMxiitioi], hia i^jiirittitij uiHuencc ifiiii 
aiiJficieiit to stTimuInte his tbllowor*. 

llie Amlniui ghrriswn of Hokluini, ivith the few 
which remuiiietl true to IsImui, soon fell itself too 
weuk ngolnst the niunber urid fhjiaUciatu al‘ their fikr 
Buperior enemy. jVid was wmt frtim llagrlad wndijr 
thcf cominund of Djobrailu hhi Vahj'a; juid the well 
furtihetl plnee^ NurBliiikti, whirh whs b reaidetiee of tlie 
Seiiddjoiiifgttti, was fir^t atiaiiked. After a elr^e and 
vaiii aleja' the imJls could only so far be dmiiM^wl 
as to ulhiw a diteh that was fifty jnrds lon^ to be 
tided wirli wood mid imphtba: tliia they timl, luid the 
crosH bcamis of the wall became constmied, mid the 
whole 111115B witliout flupiHtri fell. AVith swwj! in 
liitnd the Mohamednris rushed into the fortnrss, muny 
were ntBaanrrei], rntmy yielded imder the condition of 
n.-fmitiiig with their atim. The foitreiii was eva¬ 
cuated, yet when the .Sefiridjiunegati heat'd thul tlieir 
cotutumulers were put to dtstlli in « tmitonms fiishion, 
tliey dieiUBoh es twk up umiB bi the eneniy'a ciwjiji, 
A frcsli contest arose, m wliicli ihc Anibs con- 
ipu-red, and the aupjiortcta of Mokamtu were partly 
di‘Stn.ye<l, ptrtly ]*iit to Hight. After Kawhtikh, 
Suniurkmiil Iwd to be lorced, the inhabitants of which, 
in great port, wore known lo belong to tin- iievv sccl 
T he Hie«c4< and Ijnttles rd these platea bisad more titan 
two years f because u gival nimdicr of the- Turks had 
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Juki I'd the SamjLfkaJidttii without Hiiy result Imng 
obiitinofl). 

Mokjtfuiii, the tn)'9teriou5 projiliet, kept liiiui^'If 
duiiii^ tlii»s pentxl alwayii iu Ills lortres.fr, utTenJetl by 
uue hundred of the loveliest women of Tmnsoxhuia. 
The iutertor «jf the rustle wn# kept only tor thfcse with 
lilmself Afir! one mule pige; lioeltleA thoj^e uo airthly 

eye {»c mi it ted to fKiietntte into his sanctuan\ They 
my that AO,000 id’ his fvllowerfr ky «t the ^le uf the 
fortreRs; ftiid earuestly inijilored him to show hut oucc 
hk ^otl'Uke splendour. He refused, sent hU pnge 
with the message t—“Sny to my senants that Muon 
{Moses) nlfro wished to see my godhead, but the bemns 
of my spteiiduiir he «mhl not flupj>i}ri. ghuiee 
kills instantly tiw enrtli*t»m-" The Eiuthusiaatic ad¬ 
herents aasureii him that they would gladly offer 
their lives its a ^eritice ff this higli enjoyruent wus 
nllowGtl to them. Wlieu he could not furth ora tore 
rleuy them, lifokattiut ctmseiited to tiielr entreaty, ami 
appointed them to come at a certain time Wlbre the 
gate of the fortress, where he prombed to show 
himself. On the evening of the apjaiuited day he 
ordered thut his women should be placed Lu u line, 
with iuoking-ghuises in Uieir hiuids, as tlie Iniaius i>f the 
setting sun were reflected in the looking-glasaea, ami 
wtion eveTylbing wits illuminated by that rehecdoo, 
lie utile red Uiem to oiaui tJie doors. Tlie splendour 
blitided the eves of lik devoted adherents, wdio foil 
[prostrate, mid called out, — “iiod? enough for uh of 
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thy glory, for if wt," see it more nil will be de^tnyed!'' 
Th<y by loii;? in the duat snpplieating him, until nt 
length he«!nt tun page with the niCAauge: — **God U 
pictured with you, and he hns given you for your use 
Ute good of nil the world." 

Fourteen ycare long Mokiinun h reported to hnve 
lived in this fortress consuming his time with women 
in drinking and carousing. The Arab field marshall, 
bald Hersi, had at last, after a hand siege, driven him 
into straita. The miter part was taken, and tiierc was 
only ihe macceianLIe citadel on n hightu- eminence. 
With tfjc extinction of his nscendani star Mokamta 
was abaiuloned by his followers, and when he bhw the 
inevitable ruin nigh he dudded, in order not to fiiU 
into the lutnds of his enemies, mther to th*stroy him¬ 
self with hia women mrd treasures. He gave to the 
women at a last caroiise n strong dose of |>Qiflo]i in 
wine, and challenged them to empty a gtihlet with 
him. All <lranfe but one, who poured the wine info 
her bosom, onr] us an eyc-witneas, toM later the whole 
catastrophe. According to her, Mokamiii, fiftcr all the 
women liad fallen dead, cut off the bead of liis fiiithful 
ptgo, wid, qtnte rmkcil, burnt himeclf; with his treasures, 
in a furnace, which had been heatetl ffij- (hms daya. 

announced tieforc that lie wished to go to heaven 
to call the angels to his lielp. » | have long watched 
llie furnace," said the fortumue wotimii who escaped, 
hut he never came buck in that fashtott." After llie 
tiettth of Mokamm there were many cnnotis (Kvt& and 
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crmJ«, but they concetiled theniBelvee from the ever 
incrcft^fT power of IsSem. Under the Somanides tlie 
doctrine of Hoimmnicd »pre 4 id more and more, Rod 
Tnmsoxomiui countnea Itccaine eoou famotiij for their 
rel%ioua aeol. 



CILiPl’ER XVI, 


KTHNOGBAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE 
TURANIAN AND IRANIAN RAGES OF 
CENTRAL ASIA 

UIK TVSSS 07 E.10XES3r JUlliL~rin3IOaXQVT AXP 
ctrsTOu^u 

I TfuxR that: tliLTC: ar<» few pditits opcin the; whole: 
tL'mstrial glolw^ wtiich are of gnmfer itn|)(>rtiuic«; for 
iHir hitstoricnl refie((rch«:q tbnii tho oiuh.‘s of Ceiitml 
Ann. Thom; to the jiriiiutivo tUiio^t wetv ujuxhnu** 
rilile flrNxI^td'a for tluise warlike hordoii^ who often 
innnrfutfd imil conqnoretl the moat hcmitifo) spots of 
Asia, »trf<iraiti|r tawnnU the wrat in wiU torrenUit 
ami e^'CTi Dccasi<m«ii}f Hlturct among Etiropuuu. No 
people can IWjBO inteivatlug for ua upon the subject of 
Etlmogrnphy hr tim Turko^Tiirtars, who, luulvr sucli 
vitriouH namtu anti forms, have ajiijcared on tlie aocue 
of thi; events of the world, imrl iaive hail such jwwerfni 
mfliience i>ver our ow'ii circurnRUmees, 1$ it not eur^ 
prifiiTig that of all luitioits wri are the least wquHirited 
with these? linns, Avurs, Utigurs, Kiitrignrs, Klm- 
airs, and m many otjiem, flont before onr sight mily 
in file mbit of falilu. Tin- ekwh nf ante* winch flomided 
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through them Irom the YiisartC'a to the heart of Gaul 
iittil l!<iitie Auicu e^tde<l. Id vuiu uhnuld 

we inquire even iuto tliuir origin^ did w'c not. find in 
(lie scmit.y ditte« uf (lie Western chrontelt^ of that 
[jedud aotiio ^KiiiitA of reliutiee. TI italic dates b1u>w us 
thul lietween tliu Tnrtiir tdlies of thul. uge and the 
{ire^tit tiihahiuints of Cetitnd .\sin there did exist nu 
iLUidugy uf an imndstiikeitUlG oluimster We detect 
tilts in descriptions of them—in the ocewnts of tlieir 
tiuitiiie]' of living—nil evincing much resemblance to 
the cuetoms and physicfti oonditiem of the present in* 
Imhitunts of Turkestan. A similar life to whnt Pris- 
cus describis in the Court of the King of the llims is 
me* with tO'day in the tent of a nonmdic chief. Attila 
i» more udginitl limn I>jingt.'‘ or Tobnur, but as hb- 
lorical jA‘rHOimge9 they resenible each other. Energy 
and good fortune could now almost protluce u[Kjn the 
borders of the Oxiif- and VaxartOS one of tlioise 
heroi'ii, whose soldiers, like fin avalanche, canring 
tvei^'thlng hefore them, would incrcfisc (o huiidretUof 
thuutiiuidis lUitt w'uutd appear ua u new example of 
GimTs Bcoutgiv, if the perwerfut Uirriers of our civi- 
lirtiifioti, wdiieh has n great influBnet- in the East, did 
not litup tiie way. The peo[jt(! of Cenrmt Asia, pard* 
eularly the nomadic trilK'S, artv in tbtt intcnuil rein* 
tloim of tliL-ir extsteiiiH', the same as they were two 
thousand years ago. In these physlognomicid signs 
we hnii tdroiuly cluinges from a iiiixture of Irunmti 
imd iSirmitif bhurtl (cliictly nfrer the Arublim occujHi- 
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tiitti), Thu feature!! of the Kalmuck type 

bolt* and tliere approach the Cauco^bm nito. Tlie 
Tartiir in Central A^ui h; no lon^oi' whut wo tioc bfm 
rvrpreswinted liy the Gpeet*(jo«.hic writem, for even in 
the timcH of l>jin;ns he was no longer the saTiic** It k, 
thcrefon,-, «f great interest to mark how this chntige in 
phymognctnical type contiiunilly decroa«ie«i from the caat 
to the weat—honr thb Dcttirktion, if I may Sfj expreaa 
(jiyself, is jicrceptihle among tlie viirinii<)riu;esor Central 
Asia, iind in wbitdegree their \'arioiisgnidarlons, tliniugh 
social eirciimiitiinwjt cbuk*, more or Itws, in contact 
with foreign elements. Tliifl will especially ho Seen 
a ciinmiy view of the Turkish notions yf Central 
Asm than Inner China to tlu’ Caspian Sea; Imt thoiw 
Turks who stretch hence up to the AdriaEic, or to the 
Imnks of the nuiiiitie, an! Wijst Tiirfes^ and cannot be 
mcliuled in the unity of mce so much by pliyi$iogno‘ 
mical type a» by iinalogy of sperjcb, chiiratiters, and 
cu^toma. 

With the Jbmicr. whose Tnnsses have retained oom- 
tmctly together the unity of the race, in spite of nit 
thoflc ways in which the Central Afiwtica differ remark* 
nhly from one amUher—in spite of our ethnograplitcaJ 
nanua,—ttm distiuctiun ahovra itself clearly in tticir 
fimtnrcs and common physical ty|K** W'batcver views 
we may tnb'rtain of tin- origin of ttie Turks, so much 
is certnin, that they are closely reliitwl to (he Mtm- 
gtda; the relation hcitig much closer tlian those wliicb 
fndasist between thi' Iniliarm fiml IVrsums in (mn. 
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Mudi, -vary miidt indeed, k tjo 1 h’ dnue itefbre we 

ImVG investigated the mutual rclutiou!} of the whole 

TurkO'Tiu'titric ntue, whicit stretches {rom the Hindu 

Kush ta the Polar Sea, from die lutTU'kir of Cliiua tu 

the shores of the Dimubc. Our present sketch is only 

a weak alteii)[)t> at a unudl portion—geuerul views 

u[ioii uU that ijorsouai experieiux! bus presented to our 

observation; and it mav here and there exhibit some- 

* 

wltat of novelty* TUnougl) the exUrnt known to us 
front Jikst to West, we divide the Turks into the 
following datuus: — 

1. Buruto, block or pure KtrgUese. 

3. Kitghis,* properly Kusmks. 

3. Kuraka1[)Aks> 

4. Tuikonmus- 

5. Qilzbega, 

ItVUOTS. 

These ore pure, or block (KirgiiLii), and dwell on 
the eastern boundjiry of Turkestan, iiaiudy, die valk^ys 
of the Thlmi-shim cluuu of mountjuus, and inluihit 
sevenj |joIuts on the shores of llie Isaik Kiil, close upini 
the (Wmticr towns of Khokorid. As I ant told (I have 
only seen u few of them), they are thick-act, but of 
powerful stature, strong*Ixined, hut reniorkahty aj^h*i 
to whicli last quality tJieir warlike renown is attnbntcd. 
By tbeir phyniognoniy uloue are lliey to Ijc distiuguislicd 
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from rhi; Mon^liwis juid Kalmucks: tlie fiicc is less 
flat, tlieir cheek> itw fleshj> their fiireheafla iwmeM'hm 
higher, tlieir eyes are less olmotHl'^haj^etl tlijui tlew 
<»f the latter. With regard to their colour, they can 
be little distinguiahed from the ueigiilxiuring nomadic 
nicea; red or fmr hair ami white comjilexioii f hy which 
type our Eumpetm scholum woitld cLitm rL'lutioosihip 
fi>r this tnee w’lth the FitUundet!} atid olh(.T north .\ltnic 
raeea) lire rarely foimd; tit least, my Khokand friends 
aasured me tliar smoxig Uuiidmls there were Bctircely 
one or twii.* Iji all likelihood the Kiptelmk#:, of 
whmii I have nuule nieiittuti in my trawlling Joiimtil 
at page 38^, are no other thnii a division of the Itiiniis 
w‘ho an: nettled clovs-n in and unHind Khokand, and 
huve caught, Inith frrim Ifdum and Tmiii their social re- 
Intionship with Turkestan, flir more than the nwu>f the 
Burutd, who, through their contact with Kidmuckaand 
Mongolians, now and rheu profess themaclves mun> or 
less Islam, nieir taiigmige also contains mnny more 
Mongolian words tluui the dinh-ct of the Kiptehnks. 
From this nnwT oripinni Turkisli pcoph' we j witu over 
to tile second gradAtUin, which is— 

* «I)l| .tM aA»u«i, in hi> " tlTHBR-luH og iJi* TiKir Lu|. 

jnHcv." rtrtinti thif itoek wiih llm TEmdu.fttylbk rv^, *|j{rli t^mknr i* 
no# noMiidnittl by ttttf Ohe in nmf. Cbilrai luiy, •ijhuMl llnubt, 
Tigh*. if h* In hi* inrrini%&lktu tn •vidb Sibrrw flniU in «limbi' 

turhlih «4oeh j but Ihui «r* Mi RamO 1 hflh-t,. ihii tT«ti th* 
IDaRwd itr, Sehotl b d»wi«d, •brn, hiU>H*uqt Clihw MHinn, 1^ 

Ihu oiiiiijini, qrhtf Instius * t?p*g Oi* ISll* EitflrtHv," BeHih] 1869 . || 
OM lb* Bnrin. mrv onnrnmnbrf wllli Ihw niwini, gbo fuOlwr 

naiib. m U«ht-«h»HHt. uid lunbu^y tm- ihii mnn*at H Kmuiih <tgrk. 

Jl** ■•Til* ilitMliu in C«itT«l Vbi*," by UiinhiilJ, |i. 6J. 
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The ICergius- 

Anioug the Kiri^hU or (ns ht calls hunscIO^ 

the chiiRicter of the Mongol Kalmuck tyjie is no longer 
to be met with in eucii e strikitig nuuuier osanuitig tlie 
Burats, dthoMgh he b lumJIy to be JisdngaLshod from 
the Littot* m iBiigiiage mid manner of life. In colour, 
he nearly wt&eiiibles the rest of the itilmhiinuta of the 
deaeria of Cciitml Asm. The women and youthe, in 
general, luive a white iind almost £uro|>c&ti cotniilexion; 
still this becoinci. wion alterwl* tl»MMg]i tlie manner of 
living in ilie o|>en air, In lumi nnd cold- The liirgliis 
are of illicit-set and powerful fnuiniis with large Imnes: 
they buvt mostly nh(nt necks,—a real ol the 

Turanian, ojj|.«)5fed to the bng-nccked Iranian; not 
vety large heads of wldch the crumi ta round, more 
jKiintod tlnm fbit. They have eyes less almond-shai>ed, 
but ii'wry and s[Kipkling, piximineiil cheek-bones, piig 
na■^^^s a broad tint forehead, «n J n ktger chin than the 
liuruts. Theii* beards have little hidr gii the chin, only 
on both ends of the ajj^wr lii>; and it b remurkithlt*, 
tiuit they liiment. this ilcfiotency^ ainl by no means fuul 
Buch delight in this physiognomical cluunctcristic aa 
ill the projecting elieck-lionea, small eyes, At,, which 
are estoeiued by them us beauties.** 

* Tbn ffiAttj ibOKuii wititfml thiM mj? in jin^-tiutf cliiicac-btM» ia 

■njifiiri 4* 4 t ftlnwijT HwoliaMJ- Thji noud nrtt ultflliLph 

lu - flJid It tppfqrt mA rwikiHuibl^ tNl Dr. Ur^^iants in fani hock, 
“TW Sg-cnb^i it* dm *»flrl ihM tw* bn *™ Afrbran 

wraanm. From Mki MAliololfl nKwv fawtutT iJir mimpfi itmtfr ly 

bum tb# hvmA nwuibt wUbis !■ euHuiKtti iimitiH «il1i iliu itiletitwu lo 

ifjBiLa tfymiid.Ties nfor* IntiuHifLil 
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SiucG^na wu Imvi! eoiil, itie tj.'peof tlie prituitive nicu 
U no longer so Htriking among them tUKl inilvei'SHil tiii 
among the iSuruta and Kalmucks, »u iHsow^^hiid thulr 
hliial uf perfect beauty derived only from their neigh¬ 
bours, with whom they gludly intenuix; juid Lew- 
Buhine* Ema rightly etateil a fitcf, wEien Etc tnetitioim the 
preference they allow tlie Kidmuch women Eidiaro their 
owti* That from their great extension through tlt« 
nortbeni desert lands ^pf Central Asia, perceptible 
sEuidea may be met with in the external troita Is scarcely 
to l>e doubtedbut enm easily comprehends that our 
cUsaificatlon into great, little, and middle hordes, h tiU'- 
known to tlmm; for, from the mutual tic of the manner 
of living, cuatuniB and dis[>ositianii, tliey rentain always 
the same, in spite of the maoytmtKlis'isions into bruuchea, 
families and Unea, wltidi tiiey, tike tJie Turkoumns, 
gladly consider os decided acjiaratiuns. Whether un 
the ahorca of (lie Kmlju or of the Sea of Aral, as well, 
as in the envirena of the Ilftlkhini]| and AJatau, a 
little difference to be found in the dialects S[jykeu by 
tlieui. Many tales and tHHigs, many nation^ dishea, 
and nutiotud games, are, througliout the year, to be 
met with iu like maimer, and oltlLougli they may occur 
but seldom, still, love of traveiling mid warlike dis* 
turbwicc# liave often brought tcgelhcr the most distant 
races. 

* • ofKirslMM bj Aki j iW !«• vkw Ifrki j 

ptSa S17. 

t th« apNtMT nark, pi^ BIKI, clwpltr tl 
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Tn their ^resa, file KirghU are to be dl^tfnguiehed 
from the rest of tlie aonuulic tribe® and Eettlers: in 
Centra! Asia, mostly by their haid'gWN The men 
wear, in snmmEir, a ftJt hat {hdpai ); m winter, a cap 
(ftimiiJt), with (br coveped with clotii, the back-fliip® 
of which protect tlie neck and ear®, Itesides these, 
they have still a littli; fur cap (iw^y^A), winch, how* 
orer, in employed more for in-floor iwei. The women 
wear a «A<rf>l‘d!c, which w distinguished from the Turko- 
mini hnaii-dress in that it i® more conical, and idlow® 
the veil to fiill not before, hut down the hack to the 
loin®. The hair, also, i® dressed in a <Iiffercnt feshjgn. 
The yomig Tiirfconmii women plait die hmr in two 
plaits; the Kirghiz with eight thin ones, four on 
cidier side. Tiny cover their hewl® widi a lettt/tgk, in 
cloth, which covers licitd mid iiecfc. In negligd attire, 
the girls twist red himilkerchiefs round their head®, 
hut the women white or dark-colounrd ones* The 
upper gHTincfito have the ®ajne tastelesa form, witli 
many folds, os everywhere in Central Asia, only more 
of the bright and gliftei^ig colours are liked; and in 
the north of Khtihmid it is the custom for the young 
Kirghls To prepare ftif thcttiHelvea a garment irom 
tlic raw liide of the fos-cokutvd Jioree, besides which 
they let the horse’® tail fuuig down from the neck os 
mi onmment. In their onveringa for tlicir fieot, the 
orilv distinction I®, that tiie wcsteni have adopted the 
Hussion form of boot; the eastern, on the cuutnin', 
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tile CIuttc»e; tuunely, with jiointed, curved toeSi^ und 
Aleiiditr, high liecljt. 

The religion is Almost universally tlie ^(ohainniediui; 
stilL ill II very lax ce^ulition, which i* the caw witJi 
msirlj all the tiotoadic tribes m couuexiuu irith latum.* 
Before emd hmg after the ATuhiou occupiaiioti of 
Cenbml Asia, the Kirghiz jirofe^wtl Slumuuuitiii, uiid 
it is not to he vrondere<l at, considei'tiig the little 
influence which the ttwchem of ^loimnimeil amid 
niaintain there, thut much of Um early Ikiili reuiuius 
there nr»w, uud out of u whole trilic, which consists of 
many hmulrecl tents, there are often only Hire or two 
pmoas among the chiefsw'hocan read the Konuiii little. 

Tlic gwuiter jiart of them are the Imd atudenta 
out of the schools of die three Khmiata, who for jny 
go into the urtny in the deserts. The true proselyte 
2c£il has long bocotne extinct, luid tfie uble scek ein|iloy* 
metit in the town.f I'o keep a Molluh or un Aklioml 
is liestdes more faflUimialile, for it |ioitita nut the iiiBueiit 
ooinlitiou of u |)iirty. To the mwmulic triiies their 
iruirterial conditioJi is ot more conscc[fii!]ice; they look 
upon Kiltgion as a wcomlaiy object. They call them- 
iwlves Sloliammcdans, but pniyera, fusts, and other 
religious acts urc Uttk- oliwrved by them, and it 

• Til- laJiiu Mih ^ to of 

dlbnu,*^ iwpm 5€t| ^.i ■lift cJiMwIlrnty fowpfjj i t lift ^ littceliilii 

Mitif^^ bytmn Euubifin Hiiu |i MlnsitCoa bj IhOHLn ihsk ti£crtb^W 
» hj tio dimnUm m So^Jli Stlwin, itHI tfl Turk«iin ihM ijoftVfWoi a 
TOjHrttei^ to Imkim ^IkA miir-b 

t mjrn tJii liiBfl in Till ■bor^.iuiiud wm% Kirfbk 
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wiU in cotidcfjiieitce not appwir at aU renmrkable thnf 
superstUum, diat n^]intiii(c4;?ncc ^>f tho uiStncy of ulJ 
people, 3tiU playa here an hiiportnut Chiro- 

nuuicy, Bsmtlofry, noating uut dovil>), breatliing on the 
Bicb, otlier humbugs wc w^ill not mention, since 
ivn find them in the educated IsLnnlte couiitHesi, as 
Persia, Turkey, and <fveii in enlightened Europe. 0l“ 
the suporstitiona of the Ifirghis tlMJse only ate mewt 
interesting for ua which relate es^iecuUiy to the earlier 
fliiths of these ninuodic tribes, and fiinuiOi us thereby 
a’ith some ideas os to their earlier social relations. 
Tluit aamfioos were offered, the still extstiiig onide 
npon the shoulder-blades and entmils proves. The 
first, colled Keuze siiyeght, c^msists in placing on the 
tire, cioaii and pure, the shoulder-blade of a sheep jnat 
shmghtensd, keeping it in tlie flames until it is quite 
rcduoefl to powder- It is tlien cjirefully hud down, 
find the exjxjrienced person, who is genemlly a grey* 
Isaird, a Bakhshi, or a Qtaick (Ki«n) stiulies the cre¬ 
vices of the humt leg with the greatest serhiusnejis 
and a countenance iiill of unportnncc.* When the 
cracks nin jMirelhd with tlic bmtwl end of the leg It 
signifies good fortune, but if m tfio opposite direction 
a misfortune, 'flie latter, natunilly, is seldom detniird. 
Still this ia uo wonder, for when the civil um»I Gretake 
Wi*re cheated at Delphi and Dodono, why should not 

* l>r. jL Im« finiuel thm Dnftk eif th# ilimLlfiiT ham «rTm nnfin|; tlw 

Sunit# Mbd fi haTwniiw ^ v£uJ Hi jja wtuidMd 1lj Uw ITifJlhli ** m 

Rnnndmt of t^t nlixkHi- Se« Alului[}p No. ^ 
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tbia happen oini^ng die Kirghis dejieiti!. To propheay 
frono the [Titian »ii<l twbting of the entntiU in n rare 
knoivltHigCt in which tlie ICalriiuckj» preteiiti to be par- 
dcuhifly cltaTitigiihihetl. It ia reniarluhle thut thin 
onwlf t» <julv‘ ci^nsultcd when they ure carious to 
know the sex of a child thnt is to tie bom. Fire aim 
must jirohoMy luivu hecu held in bigti honour, bccaunc 
it WA8 not allowed to aptt on it. Ceremonies and 
diincci are held aivtmd it^ a custom which exists in 
u wonder^ maimer in so nuuiy parts of Aida, Airicn, 
and Europe, and is still carried on in this district ns 
well os in Ehi^'a nnd Klioknnd. To blow out a light 
is considered very ill bred by the Kirghiz in tue 
yvliole of Central Asia; and fuuiUy fjxrni the colour of 
burojng oil, Iht, &c., nuuiy prc^iostics are divined. 
The superstition of the women is cuomious, ad<1 resdly 
deserves the trouble of a particulur titudy. A girl, 
when only in her fourth year, Ls posscssctl with It 
as completely os tiu elderly nomadic matron who luu) 
passed her whole life in the lonely desert which dc' 
develojicd all her inteUectual foculues in tiiat dircc- 
dom Each mcUviduol part of the tent, each utensil, 
has some superstition in connexion with it, which 
is strictly obeerved ru pitclung a tent, in milking, 
cooking, spinning, and weaving, far more tlian the 
laws of Islam, wliich are never particiilarly taken to 
heart. But the liivuuritc divinatitni of these sooth¬ 
sayers is from frcsh-spim tlircad. Four stones are 
laiil down. tiTO white and two hlnck; in the midst is 
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a thread, strong tv^i&isd^ and the other end Siiddenly 
set frei'. If the thread in its fall sink down to the 
hla(.'k fltoujes, it signifies misfortmie; to the white, the 
contnuy. From the hand of the twister no action is 
descried, (or tlie onicle must Ik* infallible. This is 
iralleii Tyik Vip, and is to be found eveiywhece in 
Central Asia. 

or food which b peculiar to the Kiighia we will 
rwme SUrfi, whidi eonsistii of smoke-dried llesh (horse 
or slieep’s flesh) cut into small pieces, roaeted in fiit. 
The preference fi*r this arises from its keejubig for weeks 
carried about without spoUiivg, Kiidje, ordiuary 
trheat. is cooked in water And eaten in sour milk. 

As national gunies of the Kirghis, we nmy mention 
tudjak-kisimo (stocks). It eousists b lenping trrer a 
rope held high. Tlie winner is applauded, the clumsy, 
iin the contrary, ore pressed l»etween two cliairs, and 
exposed to the jeers of thecomjcimy. Furtlier, “eshek 
yngiri** (wounded nsses* luick), lu which in ruutiiog 
they must leap over thi'ce i?r four stjuattmg play¬ 
fellows. 


3. Kauakali'aks, 

'fliese form the third tlivision in the race, and are 
essentially dilfcrani from the ICirghis in physiogno¬ 
mical expression, although allied in language and 
ciistoins. The Karakal[)aks are distinguished by a 
tall, vigorous growth and a more powerful Irainc 
than all the tnljcs of Central Asia. The}* have » 
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larjse itead with ikl full fiice, lur^ge ayc«, iiotwt 
slightly projecting cheek-boucs^ u coarse and slightly 
pointed dun, retnurknbly tong unns and brond hands, 
'i'okeii UB a whole, their coarse features are iu good 
lianutmy with their not less clumsy forme, and the 
uickuonie of the tieighlKjuriiig people 
KanUtal[jok. 

Yllze yolpok. 

0a yaljiak. 

Knmkal^tttk, flud «iLihoe, «ail w [QutlJjr tlmi- Tills 
Bubnijtuft has not been uttet'ed whliout retUKin. The 
coniplc3uon approaches that of thcCEzbegii, isirticuhitly 
that of the wotneti, who long retain tlieir white coiH" 
pies ton, and with their hu^ eyes, full fiice, and black 
luiir, do not wmke un unpleasant Im^ire^ton. In Ceiitrsd 
they are highly renowned for tJteir heautj’. The 
men have pretty thick, hut never long Itcards. The 
Ktimkuljiidts, who are sometimes falsely ranked with 
the Kirgtus, are at present otdy to Ij© md with m the 
K.ha«ftt of Khivn, to whidi they moved at the begin¬ 
ning of this centmy. A man of this tribe rdnles 
to me dmt they lived etirUcr on the of tlte 

Yasartes, and certninly near its mouth, whilst imother 
portion abides in the ndghljourliood of the Knlmucbt, 
ptulmbly iu the goverunient of the Scjidjmhitmsk. 

f ho tirsi jMirt of this rojMirt d<ies not seem to >ne to 
be a mere iiiventUm, for Lewsdune (in tins above-cited 
work, p. lUhreporla, sfieakbig of ihp ntins of Djem- 
kend, that even in the litnr ueittiiiy Kamkiil[ii)ks luul 
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lived there. According to iili jirobjihility they hiive 
8«paraTed for a long dmo fnim die Kirghis, to 'whom 
they Apprnoch nearest^, uud now they form, wth re¬ 
spect to dieir phyajognomy, the tranat point trom the 
latter to the CEzljfji>>. In their <lrcsH they rlraw 
ntmrer to the CEaWga tluui tiie Kirghiz. The men 
wear huge utfiel: (i’tir ca]'>&) which lit low in the neck 
and cover twa and lir»w; the wiuneii linvc a cape like 
0 ckatk rtnind the tJiruil^, and are delighted itiiIi red 
and green hoots, Tlie tent of the Kamkolpiiks is 
much larger, and of stronger oonstructioii tlnrn that of 
the rest of the nomadic tribes, ajiil is guarded, by a 
apccics of large dog, only to lie met witJi lUttOng ihLi 
trllie. In their da’cUings in geneiid they are distinct 
from tile other noiniidic tribes lit dirt and unclconli- 
nets; they evince also in tiieir food and clothing a 
carelessucss, which uiakes tlicm abundantly ridiculed 
and dL^IIkefl by tlieir titighlxuira. To their iiatloiia] 
dishes bekuigs the tifranii^ which coiifiists of finely 
choj>pcd rar^at. ant! is uixjkud with a large t^timitii}' of 
onions (which vegeUihle is much Ukctl there) hi id 
tuixeii lueal. JCacon mtiid baked in a [Kin in 

fftt, which is considered a thilnty. Lastly, t/aursai:, 
a meal which ctausists of u four-wnieTed piece ol jiaaty 
filled with tiieiit. 

A fhvmu'ite game ia htmaht, reseniliUng ihe game 
in Europe. It is played with dricil excrementg of 
sheep. Many of them devote thertlselv^^a to games of 
chance. 
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4. Tnfi Tu»K03fAXB. 

These, which I designate as the fotteth gradutiDn of 
tlie Siiongelbik Turktsli race in their westerly exten¬ 
sion, possess mmiy of the peculiarities ef tlie IQrghia w 
well os of the Kamkalpok^, The puro Turkoman tj-pe, 
which is to he found aaiicing tlie Tekke and Tchuudor, 
living in the heart of the desert, is denoted by a 
middling stature, proportionotely small head, oblong 
skull (which is ascribed to the circumstance, that 
they are not placed at an early period in a cmdle, but 
in a swing, marie of a linen doth), cheek-bones not 
high, somewhat snub noses, longiah chin, feet bent 
inwardly, probably the coiuerjuence of their corktiuual 
riding on horseback, and particularly by the bright, 
Biiarkling, fiery eyes, which nri! remarkable in all sons 
of the tlesert, but eapcetUly in the Turkomans. As 
regards colour, the blond prevails, and there are even 
whole tribes, ua, for example, the Keltc race among 
the Guigcn Yoniuta, which art? gpjietnlly half blond. 
On tlie liorders of die desert, but particularly at the 
Peraian frontiers wc find thk principal trait* already 
quite altered by the frequent and coriad<aabte iiiter- 
mixtnro with the Inuiian race, in which one aces 
many mon mth thick Hack lieanls, and often without 
the least tmee of the Mougolian Turkish race. In¬ 
deed, the Gi^klcns ore Uiose who, irith the cxcepluin 
of the formation of the cj^es, must resemble the 
majority of the Pertfians. 
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Skve-duttling, wlilcb fn^m inimcmt^nal times lias 
lK?mi practised m the uorthcrc provtiieea of Feraiu, 
huH thtEre, where the Iiiternicdiate trade irith Persiao 
slnves takes place, left inany truces behind. Still, oiily 
ujioii the borders, for those liviog in the interior of 
titc dcijert and occupying tliemsclves more with the 
fH:iic{?ab1e occupation of keeping cuttle tlian with nla- 
inauH (foray) have, on the average, preserved the 
marks of the pure Tiirktimun As the itomods 

lire generally mure agile and (]ulck than the settled 
trilies, which is nAtttrally to be attributed to the end- 
tesa wanderings of tJiciradventurous existence; so the 
Turkomiins tire to be distinguished in tins peculiarity 
from all tJie dwellers in tents In Central Asia, And 
tlieir slender Irames, hardened by a very poor food, 
can outdo even the Amb in privittiuna and endurance, 
Taken as u whole, tlie Tvirkciiitans cultivntc (spite of 
the ty'pe of a fiuniiy unity) a strange mixture of cus¬ 
toms und liubits, which tire funnd cither here and there 
among the ncighbouriug nomads and (Exbegs, or only 
among t hetnse Ives. W hilc their language appnxiches to 
the AKerbauljsn dialect, their customs liave the pure 
Tnrko-Tarniriim sUuiip; and in their social rclntiojis, 
as welltui in their wiwlike existence luid their abundant 
religious uaigeo, they httvc more in common with the 
Kiptchaks than with the Kirghiz, Karakaffioks, and 
CEzliegs, ivith whom they Iwve lived in close con¬ 
nexion for so many centuries. That they separated 
thrmwKiesi early, very early, from the givater jMirt 
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of the Tvirtc>*Tarturioii nations, admiu of tio ques¬ 
tion. TIil'W >a uo doiilit, tu^corilmg to Uieir ^ovn 
ti^rtloTis, iluit they tiioviKl from tlio eitjtt to 
Uic Qonh-wej$tf imiiiety, tovrnnh llir i«outliem frontier 
of the former oiiiiii hojuhjt mid Uionoe towards line 
Honth) Thii? (o^sortion is vrty probnhle, and as alleged 
prcw>fr of it, w« maj* cite the smnlt nuni1>cr n'lio have 
romained Ixjhintl on I he rood ns remnants, imd are still 
now to lie found. As Aitclt, arc cited the Turkomims 
to the nirrtli'of Kiirnilimh ariiJ Somiurkund, who^, in the 
midstof kindrwl elemmitii tmi'c remtuned true to thehr 
natiinudity. Tludr oinlgrutloti &ora Mutigiahliik, un* 
questtioiuddy the oldest ubtHle of the I'lirkoiinins, is 
bidinitei] hy the Central Asmticatiteiiiselvesiti the fol¬ 
lowing clironoiogicttl order. As ihe oldest in their 
present native ccnmtTT, we name the Snlor mid Sariks; 
alter them coiiio the Vonuits, ivliu, iM.'fore the fitiriod 
of the Sefevidcs, h-trntched from tlic north towai'ds 
the wndi niong tin* nhorua of the Caspian. It is 
said that the Tekke, nT. the time of luimur, were 
tnuiftpiantcd to Akhat in small nmubenj^ In order to 
(Binilyw tlie great strength of the Kalor. The Enwrifs 
towiiTuhi the LTul of the lust century, from Motigishlak 
have siAtkil uimii the shore* tif the Dxns; whilst, 
finally, tiio Teliamlurs, of liie more nicent pe^riod of 
Mctlununinl Emin Khan (Khiva), from the shores 
of tlie Ami and Ciispkn Seas, mxi ahilUil to tlie op|ioait« 
lauik of lilt (.Ixms although many of dint tribe are to lie 
fiiniul in die old pluiNis. As the Tiirktnnnn^s chief em- 
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jilinTiifUt to ejipoct that niuiiy 

of tlicir ctietoniii nboitld luinnonizt^ miii tlik. Their 
nttii'e, tiltliouj'ti iti il» ori^n of tiie Khiva buihbM, b 
mude sliortvr mid cluR^r, Uuit tiiey uwy be aUe more 
taijiiy to Tiifie hard cjitfrsrise: the licavy fur cap is rc- 
pluced by u eiimlk’r Tlieir (Iruweri<, whteh stip- 
fil}' the place of trou^-re, a I'D very wi<!e, and rcmhul 
I'Ue of the tuitiotia) of llir Iliiiigaruui |K:at«uit». 
The Curls of luilr which Imuo doivn behiiid the curs 
far uver tiie fthonUiets of the youn^, are i>eculiar to 
lliii trilar. T]ie::»e iire allowwl to grow 1>y the young; 
during tile Jirst yea,r of married life, they are woni 
eiaiccaJefl in the ca[i, and only after Its L:i|i«e cut uli'. 
Tills onuaueail gives to the young ca^'ulier u stately 
lippeanmcG whilst riding, anti he is not n Utile proud 
of it, 'J'he dress of the wouieti, also, Iiils some |X!OuU' 
lU'tilus, io whieli lielutig the upper gtinuont, hmtgiug 
duivti, long'iinneil, likt the liuugnriaii! jacket; the 
hciwl-geur, mid the musses of silver oniiimeuts.—as 
bracelets, necklaces, amrdetts etutSf &.c. It is not 
untisual to tneiu among the wotucti perfect tieautics, 
not Inferior to the Gcorgiiins in groi^th and regiihirity 
of ftaitiifes. 'J'liough tile young girls in all mnnadie 
tribes are tulwaldy (mictiseJ riders, the young Turko- 
mnn worcien stand prc'cminonf in this art, W ilh re¬ 
gard to tJiair reUgious ^cnl for fshmi, their proiiencss 
to superstition is the smne as dint of the Kirghis; and 
os file rt’Hders of luy *' Travels” tire more acqimlntod 
witli tSieiii, we will fiass from them to the tEzbegs- 
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(Ezbeqs, 

Hu'soiQ&y liecoTisulcred the established and civilized 
iiiljabitatits of Cciitttd Asb, and they bare retauied 
only feeble traces of the Mongolian*Turkish race^ owing 
to outtsidembk* intermix tunc with the oneient Persian 
elements^ oni] also the great itumlicr of aluves, who 
are brought there out of the present Inui. In their 
timnd faces, sound of voice, tlie sharp lujgle which the 
temples form, and espoolally the eyas, we recall titeir 
Tartar origin. 'Fhe lEzbegs were always pointed 
I art by the Tadjiks hy tlie nieknome of Y^^unkeUe 
(thick skull), and really tins part of tiielr luxly is 
tljicker and coarser lihati tliat uf the rest uf their Tura- 
tiuuL fellow races. Ihr^dca the diveraity that reigna 
luuong them iu the three Khnnnts and in Cliiiiese Tar- 
tujy, you may further oliserve tJiat (lie dwellers in 
vilh^es generally {wssess more aigtia of the mtionat 
ty[je tlian townsmen. For instance; tEzhegs of Khi™ 
are to ho rooognlaed hy the broad, full fiwse, tow, iLit 
forehead, large moutli; the G^zbegs of Bokhani, by 
the somewlmt more arched furoheails, more ovul tiicos, 
and Itmg, pointoil, oblong cliin, luiil tlje great majority 
by black hair and eyes, Al»rj in colour llicre are 
some shtides of resomblimce. In the neighlaitirliood of 
Kashgar and Aksu ycllowish-bpown to blackish tint pre¬ 
vails; in Khbkand, brown; in lihiva, wliitt* is the reign¬ 
ing colour. Intleed, the tKzbega are bustards of the 
Tumtiian race, tu ihe same nitmiier as tiie Tiitijik ond 
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Sairta (tlic nbarigiiies of thti iiucieiit TnrnsoxintuLt Sogiiia, 
aud FtrgoiJi** ), Of tiie origut, imniigratiou, m«l settle- 
tneiit of t]i« (ERbega, we have but little Lufunniitioi), eiid 
that lugiily coufu^'dr Wliilut some miuntoiu. thiit the 
Dame of (Eibeg was the name of one of their most re- 
Downed princes, who, in the time of Djmjjis, ruled over 
the wljole desert; others discover, in the ctj-mology of 
t|je word tEzlhi?g (independent prince, iiulepcndent 
head), the signification of that actiml imlcpcndjeiice 
for which tlie tribe vi-as distingnished* aa it disengaged 
itself from tmj ruler, and attGnipte<l, on its odu iic- 
count, its uiai'cb of conquest toward the west. The 
nan*e l>ecomes prominent with tlie fnmllj of Sheilmiii, 
via., with Ehul ICheIr Khan, aa founder, in tlie fore- 
groimdfor, although Taimiir mav belong to the same 
trilie, BtilJ tlm Turkish state is mi>re prominent tliun 
the 

If 1 am not deceived, it appears to me, at least, that 
the CE^begs of to-day form a tribe, wldcli, as a colony, 
highly inconsiderable ui numbers, only increased, after 
it ijDid receivetl into ite bosom coiitbigeuto of the 
various tiomodle tribes passing ftom the tiorth to tlie 
south. This assertion is, perhaps, boM, still the fol¬ 
io wing circum»taiicc8 render it not impossible, 

Ist. The already indicated diversity which shows 
itself between tlie (Eebegs of Turkestan from Komul 

• ** l“ «d£tjMi by Dt. Wp Smiiii, pi#* 113$. Hore il 

U |lul[Ij rftOliirltiH!,, ^"'Ths (Kibcip mn Ui* duertt iJtentd iroin ikaar jinxoiiiT^a 
■nuuiftfi. Itti-k—Ibmi pi^cnFtOla of tbo fvUgidU ; Bti^p Sotl.k 

ihf poifUHlmn the dUei mitd h^inwlP ctf 
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ro tlif- SfcB. of jiVml, ^vliL'reW tin* dugrt't* of nsoniliinncu 
whtcli exists l>etwetiTi tin? latter and those iiomoilje 
tribos m tliu Tiidntty b nut to U* niLstakeii, wlm. 
Induced by certain ciiciirniitfinccs, in wliicb riches anil 
nili^ott fihty on intpirtunt {tart, settled In towns, tiiift 
ace nt nuLl g anm twt with lEriicos- 

2nd. Many uuntes of brandies and fiitnilics nf the 
tEalx'gs are comnjon nmongsi tlie rest of tlie trilies of 
Central Asia. TJiiis, for example, we Jiiid the tribes 
[\ungmt, Ki[)teluik, Naitiioxi, Tax, KHtidjIgHle, Knidl, 
Djeluir, by wlitcli the tliiriy-twt* chief [LL^Tdionn of the 
(Exbegs are uanijeHt, fiotmiig aW umrnig (he Kli^his. 
Tlie Turkoiuiuis luid Kimdiul[iuks eon {mHltiee fs<anii, 
which, firtm the grejit impartance the nomadic tribes 
iittach Utfauilly uiimej, eertnlHiy would not he the cutM* 
If earlier uiutuul relations had not exietod. We know 
little of tlieir origin, little in rcgortl to the time of 
their (^ettlemeut. The ophiioii of Perttiati lustorbmFH 
that the CEzbeg power rose ii[Hm tho ruins of the 
rjunmr dyruwty is, mdi.'ol, correct, but form!, no guide 
to the CKzt>«'g» thcrcMilvos, The tiaiiie only is sjp- 
parent; but who cun tell us to which tribe that 
Turkish pojiulatiou {>rofi»scd to belou", which at a 
period tong juiterioi- to Tnimiir, and before Optigis, in 
the time of the KlmiVi^iiiuui priiiecii, Suhi dum^xmimi, 
and even further buck in the thirteentli centurv. wort* 
eslublbdied in die tlirci; Kbiinats? fu Khira I often 
heard of the brilliant {leriwl of ancient Urgcmlj, namely, 
Ijcfore the inroad cpf the Mongojimis. clescrilnxT iih 
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CEzbeg. W(i6 till# tucrtily imtluimi vimity, or litid the 
Turks at tliat time ttl Khiva rtoUy calleil themfidve# 
tjEzbegs? Turk# uria'C' olrentiy settled durijig thir 
Amhiau occU[Hitii>n, a# way be #«cii in the juieieut hi#* 
tory of Bokhtint, although not diroetly in the eeutre, 
ccrtninly in the ticighboiirhiKHl of the old TiiC#iDti tOMTiifi, 
in the time of the Smuaniilesj and it would be highli' 
inierc^mg to know to whkh tj-pc tliCT reidlj belonged, 
111 the custonia of ihe QLdxigs, ubu, mucli fbreigti mb 
mixture Iw^ been iiitrodueed cbiedy tlmnigh Ishim, and 
the restless man nor of exifitence pursuiNl by them; but 
not nearly so mueh as with tJie VVt^terti Turk#, who 
through the foreign elements that tliey receive art* 
already 4 uTte deiuitioiiidized. The tKzbegs are plou# 
—<ine might say zadotis—Jlusulnums, Nowhere in 
Islam, Kashmir excejited, docs the teiuletity to usceti- 
ciani iiourlsh mure tliati herei u thiixl of the inbiibi- 
uintis of a town arc Ishnn, Khalfa, Sofi, or aspirants to 
those holy dtlci*, «iid nevertheless the doctrine of AIo- 
lianimed lias little Ituilted their cusumiij in negiird to 
all this. In Klii^Ti, and in fioiiic [xirts of Chinese Tar¬ 
tar)-, they luive reuimned truest to nomndie enstoms. 
They build house#, which arc used us stalde# and 
gramiries; but for dw-eUiiig-pkeea, they ]>ref«i- always 
the mlised tent lu the courbyard;—buildiiig duiuble 
dwellings is scoffed at by the (mre CEzlieg, and ridU 
cultal ua even now usual only with the Sari ( Pereian 
aborigines). A general habit i# imirkcd cut in iJie 
proverb: “Siirt IjaTsu tarn salar—os soon as the Sait 
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becomes rich, he buHiJ^ ii house:," m coutTaJistiiiCticvi 
to the CEzbe^i 'n^ho procurt*^ nitJicr a horn or arais. 
Also La food and clotliuig but few roiiiienieats hove 
crept in, the chief toivns excepted. VVbikc in the 
towns die Morum life is ia full force, one foitla in tla* 
Coiintiy oU (Ezheg 'women unveiled, fop, to the great 
ai^er of the MoUali, they resist tlwt restriction, lo 
which tiieir nature is averse. Cerciuoiucs at huriiUs, 
weddings, births, coatmn much of w'hat is not oidy 
Ibreigu to Isluiu, but even crimituil. TliU false step 
b ft striking contrast with the otherwise enthusiastic 
foclingft ot Central Asuities, ?fot less does the rigid 
adherence to a warlike existence, in wludi the tEzbegs 
are aistinguished from the rest of die established na* 
tlons of CentnJ nud Western Asia, deserve our atten¬ 
tion. Agriculture imd dumble dwellings render jH'opli’ 
mote p«C4aililc; but dib b not the aue with the 
CExbf^ because they excel so many nomadic tribes 
in bravery. 


CaAHACTtH. 

However groat the extent over which the diverse 
branches of Turkish tribes may be found, Low^cver 
vanously the iidluencc of Btra nge el omen ts may have 
acted ujion their social relatiojis, still the feututos of a 
common type of cltatac ter cannot be denied;—'U picture 
m which more traces uf aiudogy are tube found than in 
the physii^ininy and other physical signs respectively. 
The Turk Is everj-where heavy mul lethargic in his 
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raontnl aud corporeal omotioijs, thereibre firm and sted* 
fmt in ]iL» rtawlvea; iittti [terlmjis, from lUiy principle of 
lift* philosophy, but fn^m afjuthy, and sincere aversh^n 
to ov'erj’thmg which would niter his adopted position. 

This leiais Itiin lUi eanie#l and soloiun which 

■ 

is ao ufreti c^ictolled bv European travollers. As upon 
the shores of the Bosjihoni* the Osinanli, in hb keiff 
can gsize Ibr htuira on the clear skj', while he otdy 
makes as imich Diovenjent as will blow the blue WTeatlis 
of smoke from hia pijie towards the yet bluer iimia' 
ment; so the (Eabeg or the Ktrgliis can sit for hours, 
motionless, in tlie narrow tenti or in the immcnsumbly 
W'ide desert; tbr^ while the lbnttor turns his gaze upon 
the colours of die ft-lt coverlet or carjjet, alreod}' seen 
thousaiitU of times,—the lulter Kioks on the wsA'ing, 
curling ipiicksutids, which arc to amuse Imn. As those 
who go about briskly and nimblyt or even gesticuLue, 
urc only comiKissiomtwi by the OsiuatiUs as living 
proofs of [nutial iiisiuiity and misfoTTunc: bo each 
i(uick m^wemeut of ihe fetst and Immls is considort'd 
by the (Kzbegs as liigidy uiisetaiily. Indeed, when 1 
called out to one of my Tartar fellow-iravelleis tt> save 
hiinselt' from some falling l)ides of goods by a aide- 
spring, he exclaimed, iudigniintly: ‘‘Am I, tliitn, a 
woman, that 1 should ilUgnice myMiU’ by springing 
lunl dancing 1" With tliis profound seriousness and 
marble-cold expression of countenance, ive find everj'- 
wdiere uiiioiig the Turks a great inclimitiou (o jxjinp 
Olid mugnllicence; but this does not degmicmtc into 
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frivolity or faufkrauade^ oa is die ease with the Per- 
Fifiiis. lo CotiJitjmtiiiopIo one oftoti hoars the- proverb: 
** IntelJect U jwculiiir to Europe, riches to India, lujrl 
splendour to the CUtoimiii." The eoleniQ processlona 
(aky) of the sultan atid of tiie iuiblt!* are alike 

celebrated in the East and the West, mu! the injjjoabg 
exterior whidi k exhibited on ftuch occasions is no- 
li^hero to be ^)tiiKl so foithfuily reflected as uiiiaiig' their 
fellow tribes in Central Asia. Aji (Es:be^ or Tiirko- 
iniuL, when upon hia horse, or seated in his tent at 
the head of bis family, has the same piwud bearing', 
the sajnc aelf-conacioiiaiieas of greatness and power. 
He is quite convinced that he is boni to rule, and the 
fnareign uatioita wliieh surround him to obey,—-Just in 
the sauiG way os the Oanmnli thinks with regard to 
Rulgarians, Armemans, Kurds, and Arnhiuns. Ilk 
lovo for independence k bouiidleaa, and isalao the chief 
cause why he cannot long remuin under the chieftain 
whom he loves in many respects; and he would rather 
catmnaiid ten or twelve miserable highwaymen or ad* 
venturere than Btimd at the head of a well-equipped, 
elegant troop, who might, in oonudon witli himself, oivn 
H greater master. Coinciding with tlieso traits of cha¬ 
racter, is aha> tlie preflilcciion of the Turks tor repose 
and mnciirityi for, although diligence and activity, 
WMording to our European noiiotw, are not to be met 
with anjiwrliere in ^Vsia, arill, work is not go much ab¬ 
horred, either by the Iranian or Semitic nations, as 
by the Turks, who consider hunting and war atone 
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worthy of mnii. U|«iii (hem hiwbondry is only forcibly 
imjiostidj, and is considemi i^niominjoiis. A vrondrons 
proa|>erity lias never Itefullen Turkey. The peasant 
was aJwavs idle nml caivless; the number of craftsmen 
limited. Officbls luu! only wealth when the Jimit- 
cluiTB came IjocIc from their pillaging ettctirsioua, laden 
with trcHSurea. 

Tn Central Asia, agriculture ta exclusively in the 
{lands of the Perahui alavca; commerce and hualness 
with the Ttidjihis Hindoos, and Jews; for even the 
(Edwgs, settltal there for ccftturies, meditate pohberj' 
and wur, mid if they ean procure no foreign enemy 
they attack each other mutually in bloody brother 
strife. 

As concerns intellectual capacity, 1 have found that 
the Turk is everywhere far inferior to other iVsiatic 
iiatlons, tuuticlVi the Ituniim and Semitic; and (hat. 
through narrowness of luiml, lie loses those preioga* 
tives which bis superiority in other respects would 
acquire for liitn. Tills weahnesa is denoted by tiie 
word Tilrklttk (Turkdom), of which Kahalik (coarse¬ 
ness), and Yogunluk (thickness), are synonyms. By 
TiirklUk, one undcrstniuls also rudeness and roughliess 
in manners; and if here and there this defect is pal¬ 
liated by the appeUatlon, Sadclik (simplicity), still, for 
the most part, they are subjoined to the Turkiali name 
Ofl msiildng epithets- As the OsitmuH is over-reached 
by the Amienian, Greet, and Arab; so is the (Eabeg 
IwiiHed by the subtle nnd yielding Tadjik, and the no 
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less craAy nnil a^Hcious Hindoo. Whothpr tins is to 
lie futcnbi^d to a natural dcfeot or to an extremo not)- 
dialunce, it wijre hard to determine; etill, li is 
renuirkahlo that the Turk In tlie far east, ns well os itt 
the Itnnicdiate vicinity of the ctvilifiod w«stcni country, 
shuns meditation, and that nowhere are his nttempta 
at wit iNirdciihirly hriiruiiit. Tliis disud^’antap^ is jiiir' 
tlally the reonou that itmong the Turks more houeRty, 
hrnnkness and conlidence, is (o be met with than atnolig 
the jeDiaiiung nations of Asia. 

TiirklUk, by which atrangers imdcrstand tlio above- 
named fault, is often use^J by tiie Turks themiielveK as 
a mark of pbinnefis, simplicity, and uprightness. The 
lights and slmdcs of Tilrklhk have been at alt times 
observable and discourst>d on, whenever {tarallnlfi are 
drawn between the character of the Turks and of other 
natiuns, especially the I’crsians. Per)ple praise 1 he acute¬ 
ness, the refined manners of the bitter; but still, he who 
wants n> fiiul n faiiJjful servant, an attached soldier, or 
an upright jnmi, will idwsys give the preferenee to 
the 'i urks. Therefore, ive find in earliest times that 
foreign princes likeil to use Turkish trrMjpjj; tlipj- cull 
them into their country, and invest their officers with 
the liigtH'st dignities; fitifl as bravery, jicrsevermicc, 
and love of governing, is more innate in them tkin 
in any other Asiatic people, it Is ver}' easy to 
explain how they riw? from Dimple mercenaries to 
governors; and how they subjugated Imnian and Se¬ 
mitic peopleis fn»m their home up t« the Adriatic, 
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ituuiy «f U'lium (ire still ruled by tbent, In my 
<ipiiiioii, it h not only eu]x?riority of pliytiictLl |jowers 
M'hlcli Itjm ^ustjiiiiod the Turkii^li d\'nastie 9 ujjon foreign 
tiironc’s, (uid 9tUl «loos tio: tlib m iili!o greidly tuicribuUlli 
to their su7>criority of chuructcr. They are unjxjlishijd, 
mid by nature wild^ uiicuitivatud, hut seldom cruel 
of tnallce. They enrich themselves at the cost of their 
subjects, but again divide generously tlie collected 
treasuivs. Tliey ai'c severe towards (heir subordi¬ 
nates, but seldom tbrget the duties that they hai'c to 
fuliil towards tJjc latter, as jjairlarclial hmils. In a 
W’ord, in all deeds and works of the Turks a sort of 
kliidue«<v is jxirceptihle, which is, perhaps, more to be 
ascribed to ituloleiiee mid kiiASt:r-jillcr} tlian to a fbced 
puqiose to do good; but still ii tvorks as n virtue, 
whatev<‘r may hie its origin. 

Finally i^’ill wo mmtiou hosiutality, in which the 
Turks arc belter versed tlian the Imnian and Semitic 
nations, mul certainly fur very oimplu causes. As 
ackfiowledgetl, liospitality Is obsen'ed in pro[>ortlou to 
tlie degree in which n nation mlviincw trom a nomadic 
conditkjiQ to a si^ttled maimer of living, and os iVsia 
is generally far tnorc prominent tti this virtue than 
Europe, (lo are the Turks, tiie majority of wboni are 
ineuninte iioumds. to be distingiitshccl fniin the rest 
of Asiatics, who, long sol tied tliere, rejoice in an older 
civilisation. This must be considered a mere sketch 
of the common cliariiCtiT of the 'J'urks- Concerning 
the gmdntitiu id' ilitTerent rocca. we find the ritiruts 
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wiHer» tnufe isvvBge tUan the reniaifiing nomaxlic 
fellow races.* They are more supemritiouB, but also 
malicious than, for exiim|}le, the lurghiit mill 
Turkomans, because, without linviug wholly ttes«nc<l 
Shsmaiusni, they ktiow but little of Ishitu^ utid it b 
well known that the weaker a nomadic people’s ideas 
of that religion ore, the fewer are its Tices, uiid tlie more 
tractable are they with strangers. The Kirghis, on 
the contrary, ore in the chief features of character less 
warlike, although tliey cuii easily make up their minds 
to undertake a horautu (pillaging ex[>edition). They 
form the greoter part of Turkish nouunls, are for the 
mtj«t part devoted to « wandering lUc; and whilst the 
Turkomans ato in itumy places to bo m et with m a 
liulf settled stale, for example^ along the left sliorc of 
the OxuH, from Uelkh os fiir as Tchardjiiy, and in 
Khivn, one can only find very few examples among 
the Kirghia. Tiny arc easier to subjugate than 
other nomads, because they, os already stated, ore 
more penceablc and leas brave, still their colunimtion 
appears almogt verging upon Impossibility; at least it 
will rtT^uirt a gigantic task of RuBsk, if such be her 
deaigti. The Rnraka]|Mik$, tlirougli their remarkable 
simplicity, arc often considered Iboliiili and dull. They 
represent the idiot among Central Asiatic nations, anil 
many droll anecdotes are composed at. their cost. In 
brarory they titv oven inferior to the Kirghiz; tliry 

* Budkiff ^ t]i<! MU* h> bb HrpoTi nptm kh. Ani tap. of 

SciniM of St, Fvlcnh. On' tin boUglin of Utir nmat^ foL fi., pv -US. 



TVIUKIAX Ai{I> IRAICIAK RACES. Sit 

lidVtj ikildotii MpfHiflred bs couqucTora^ imtl are seldom 
employed by others even as merceiinnea, A» tJiey 
occupy tlieniselves cluefty in breeding cattle^ and like 
best to sojourn bi woody regions, tboy are caUed by 
the CEzbegs, «yik (bear). Still, activity, Ijenevolcnce 
mid fiuOifuluesSw are eveiywliere ai^udgtjd to them. 
The T tickomiiiis are notorious axnotig nil the races ot 
Centml Asia ns the most reatless lulventurcrs, and 
rightly; for not only tliere, but tlirooghout the whole 
globe, Iiardly can a second iiation be found of such n 
rspweious imture, of such retulesa spirit and uTitame- 
nblc Hcentiousiiesa as these cldldreii of the desert. 
To rf)b> to plunder, to make elaveS) is in the eye of 
the Turkoman an hotioumble husiucss, by which he 
lias lived for centuries. He considers tliosc who tiibik 
otherwise ns stupid or unMl, and yields bi such a 
manner to tliis pisfflon that he often commences 
plundering Ids oivn iTibr, indeed, often Ids oivn 
family, in case he is baulked in foreign forays. As n 
Very w*eak a|iuIogy* it may be Jirgued thut tJiey in* 
habit the wildest and most savage conn trie*, where 
even kcepuig of cattle gives only n scanty revenue: 
still tlie fruits of their detestable trade hardly ever 
alloviate their pressuig poverty, for tlwy ore just as 
dirty niggnrds, as avaricioufi, and starve often in the 
posiM^sslrjji of riches as much tis the jworest being. 
The (EzWgs jiluy the fiwhioiiablo luuong liicir foUow- 
racea m Turkestan. Tliey arc not a little proud of 
the fNlncarion which, tlirongli l^ltlml^i^h elvtli^fton. 
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they obuuiied^ iinfl, starting from thia point of 
superiority, wish to govern their iionmdic brethren. 
lligUy pratsewonhy with thcan is their taiwrious nd' 
horcnce to so many good points of their natiotuJ 
chantcter •, which, in ottier placed, is too easily trana- 
formed and (lisgroced by Iskni. Witli tlic "(Eiilieg, 
there is, in spite of the iiypocrisy imd pretended holi¬ 
ness, which cnileavour to spreiu! thetnuclves ty Mo- 
htunedanisnL, still id ways ve^ much honesty, upright¬ 
ness, and Turkish open-heurtedness, to which C{ualitie9 
they are oouaderabty to he dhttiiiguuilicd from the re¬ 
probate and vicLDua Tailjiks, and are truly worthy to 
govern the latter. The CE«beg ie, as lar as penwiia] 
knowiedge has shown to me, the only Turic, from 
China to the Danube, who reprosentsi all the best side 
of the natiunHl character of tlie Turks, 


CHAPTER xvrr, 

IRANIANS. 


The Tumniori people, but esiwciolly the alretid}'' men* 
tioticd Turko-Tjutaric tril>ea, hiive mode thcnuselven 
reiKmiied hi arttirpiity by their warlike disposition, and 
tlie wild untmetabte rudenm of tlieir tiHbib; but tlte 
Itanliui^ in fitrong coutiast with these, luiTe always been 
known for the deUcaev of their luihits and a brillintit 

m 

state of eiviliBiitioa. Tile former imre ever appeared 
among their neighl>ourfl as spoilers, destroy ere. and 
Iiliuiflerers} the bttfr, on the cemtpary, as cuinlisers, 
projiugatora of the arts, and milder sociul relations. 

For it 19 not only the whole Moliaineilaii region 
wlnoh umbmceil Permii civilisatioii, but even we 
Euro[>ejuia liave borrowod much from these wonder* 
fnl (K'ujde, which, jiurtlj through the channel of the 
ancient Greek mid Bi'aorttine culture, partly by a Inter 
contoct of the Weslem with the Eastern countries, 
as, for exainjile, in the Crusnde!*, bas (Uttiimlly always 
reached us second liund. Iran frum time immeiuoriat 
w'lis the scat of dviliantidn, and in tlie entire record 
of llnr ctvilbtuHon of nwnkiuil we ctaild in vain seek 
for a nation which, notMltlistandiiig grand fioItticoJ 
revolutions, notwithstanding the copious foreign indux 
of the ajicient spirit of its ci^ilisatiott, could preserve 
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80 long juhJ Ikithfiilly the chunwfflr of its itiitioiitil cx- 
iBtcHcc BS the Pershm. There Is ik grout (liffererioe 
butwrewt the doctniie of Zorooster iwd ihut of the Am- 
binii !’r(jf>het« lujii yet iti tho tnotiern T’emiiui uhnost 
111] the ftittures of the former character may be dls- 
coverct], wMcIt the Greek histonaxis truce out in (he 
uncicut Peratan. In a hiiflty .suiHirfitfiul ghuice this 
will not ptriko the.eye ri (.luily, iVir, uccortting to out-' 
ward upiHsmmce, it would be. most difficult, umwlal tJie 
Agglomemtion of tribes in iJie Peram of tivdiiy, to find 
out the genuiue Irtuibin. Y b( a dee|>er utslght would 
sexjQ convince us of the truth of wluit hnii Iwcii said, 
and we afiouli] see that tlie Inmum luia not only 
borrowed nothing in hia customs anil montier of tliink- 
ing fraQi tlie Semitic luid Titrauliui elements, whicli 
for more than u thouaund yearB lutve eudiutgt'fed his 
nationalit>y, but Ima rather exerted over the bittor it 
jKiwerful itkAuence, The cratlle of the Lranian natioii, 
fts liSflcrted by a nuiiUTn etlmogrttidicr, namely, the 
learned Russian traveller, M. de Kiiojiikofl; ui his Me¬ 
moirs, <^Sur VEtlimigraphie tie In Penm." is the Easteni 
pi;>rtioii of modern Persia, and Rapecially Southern 
Sigistou or Sistmi, und Khorn^sott, which stretches out 
to dm north-cast. It U not indy ethnography, hut 
uliio histor}', which accords w’ltli this assertion. As 
Sigtaljin, the tiutlve place of Ruatem, and other cele¬ 
brated Tnuiiaii beroes of the choMicul age, ia used iw 
the scene of action by the naniitora of fiction at this 
day, wheimver they wish to dew «>mething highly 
Jiotent and ancient, so the u!d BtliA tn Klmrassan 
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is (lecIanKl to l»e the origiiuii loufee of religion anJ 
|)olito education, and Merv is jiointed cut the spot 
where Adam received from the angel the first lesson 
in ugnculrnre. In a word, wluitever refers to the 
early ages is to be met with in tlic East, hut never in 
the West- 

The Iraiitan race, on its dispcrsii.m, as has been 
already remarked in a foregoing paragraph, took a 
diroctSon from East to West? tlie Tunuiian ecu tiered 
from South to North, and in two directions, one to¬ 
wards the North-East the other towards the North- 
est. Tlio emignition occurred in those very tuicient 
aged, of wdiich we enn have Imrdly the Potest con¬ 
ception; yet even here there ace features of a common 
ty]Ht which guide tta like glittering stars through a 
nig!>t of uncertainty, and though the 1 roman race 
hiLs suffered much in modem times from the Turko- 
Tartar tribei^ so sujierior to themselves in n nmlt er, 
one can nevcrtlidess detect in the grou|i<3 lying ficattored 
around, the separate rings of the fonner cliuin; pre¬ 
cisely jdso iw one recogiJses in the Western remnants, 
though in eoutinuid contact with Tunmian and Semitic 
cleiuents, tlic avowed Medt*, so in the Eastern rera- 
Hants one may ret^ognise the primitive genuine Jranian. 

This preceding opiutoti tbrmed freau personal convic¬ 
tion, and every one who carefully observea tlio Persian of 
luodeni Iran anil Central Asia must perceive die same, 
receives a further confirmation in the learned inves- 
tigutioits of oup arrow-bewled writings;* and it is 
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chiefly the Inujuui cataluj^ue of [Kjtiitk* iit the iimtw- 
liL'iuliil at Perscpulia vvliich cuuJQiemtoS' all 

tho Tiatioti^ of IniTi, sfiirtiof' from the centt'c of the 
eiu|itix‘, Persi'tiolhs iind confitunti^ tii ti wci't aiid 
eastern direction, Of course noTlifi)|r [xwiftve tvill ho 
ptfPccivwl in OiCM Anth roforcnce to )ii;^her or lower 
luithjuity concenuo^ the phyuojruumiad dUtiuetioin) 
of otic or otiotficr limnch of the fejuiUciv hut that a. 
6 ul)Rtantial difference exbtteil tdrcHtly in the i?urly 
b tumlly to be doubted. “The Semitic iudiienecs in 
tliu West/' nnys Vr. Spiegel, ** Ijcgsui veiy curly ihiring 
the exbtcuceof liie Assyrbui uud Babyloniiin khigdcmi, 
tmd lusted through the whole Achicjiiejihut jicriod. 
After the overthrow of the Achdittien'iuJi kingdom 
ixrcnrrod the amnlgiimution witli Greeks os well iia 
Se-miticif, and tkt forth.”* As h rightly oliserved, for 
hi the Southern provinces of Fursiston, Intuititun, luid 
LuriirUui, where the contact of the Inuiinn end Senjitic 
elements from the earliest uges Uhs i‘i‘iiiuined midift- 
turhed, we find b the person of the uiiKkni Ter^ 
the same phy'stcal cimmcteristics tlmt were debcribed 
to VIS in these people by IlerodiitUB, and later Greek 
uiitlturs. The spare winch is more nut u ml to 

the W'tisteni than to the ^Euatent) stJ'vnigiy reminds 
one of the princijiaJ featnrG of the x\rnbiaii, wlio is 
repre>H!)itcd by Unsemitic tribe* ns naht/, baggivrd, 
and tliln, whilst the Turk is JEvwX hlunt, anil stout, 
tlie gcntiine TVmian sarift noble, and elegant. 

* «T1#1 ttllmDcirmiduiMl Fettliub of lb* Inuiiin iribw “ AuttuJ, iMS, 
No, 30, p, ssa. 
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The S«!mUic dcmcntA have commenced in south and 
cast I*er?nu from Ih’iidcrlniidiir until utior to Kirmaii* 
wih, foid JaivT! cspccialLy left bcliiiid ’'vith the inlmhi- 
tants of Hus towns [wrccptilde trace.'^ wliicli strike lite 
eye nil the more when we compare die phyaii^nomy 
and ^taturl' of a Si^j^taiilan with thenje of an Tsfidmntau- 
Tliis is heat percejfiibk' in tlie GJiiibrs (fire worsUipfiers)^ 
w'Ik> sojourn araong^ the West IruiiiimSf and are very 
difTcrenf from theul. Aa one misses atnotig them the 
predomimtiii" nuruWrs of thin^ dctider forms, iso 
also iwie seldom meets with the narrow chin or the 
thin, siiuill nose. The Ohebr, in oomiMUiy witii the 
Rhnfi, will oerhiinly strike us less than in the inidat of 
a group of Isthlianimis; and since die Ghehns, who are 
only ajiiiringlv scattered in the west of Persia, are to 
In? considered as the rcitninntsof Hie [irimiiive Iranian 
people, lifiving renunued most pure from tlie mixture 
of foreign olomeiilSi oiil* can usaert with certainty that 
the ^llntiiiction of physiognotttj' botwwm East tuul West 
imniiui must uKv'ayft have existed, Tlie GreM>k his¬ 
torians of the Alexandrian campaign, vclw came in 
cuiihict with the Eastern ns well as the Western nations 
of the then gresit [ninion kiiifplotn, have disregarded 
in their descriptions tlie ethnogrtnihicnl side of the 
question, which is of die highest importance in our 
studies, hi tlie siimc way we gather but little inkw^ 
nuition from the scidiitures which descend from the 
l)sssimid'?s. The figures on tin* has rcUcis of Kiikshi 
Ehtstem, Niikshi EkxlgeK miii, near at hanfl, of KnAe- 
roi», tnnj'' riiniinh liiiHtfiil repi'cseutotioijs iH' the fomier 
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Pcfaum^ but of the? tmtliuuUitj of the same there is 
no accurate accoant; and bowcTier wide (he opinion 
inay extend with regiord to stature and fonturea, tlieae 
appear rather to l^elong to the West Iraiiicin than to 
the East Trenioni for the striking retsemhlimce to the 
modem inhsbitanta of West Inm must ap|Mreut 
to the eye of erary one. Kecent Enrojiean truveUera 
only cause us to oltscrve tlte existing difference. 

So w-e find that Garek Silva Figeroa,* who in 1627 
visited Perak on a diplomatic misEdon, already calk 
our attention to ihe difference between tlie East and 
\V'esT. InmLm, though without entering into unv do* 
tails of the physical choracrtenstics. Chardin, who 
travelled through tins country in 1664-1G77, k mom 
explicit, for he says tiiat the Ghcbra, in whom he per- 
edves the remnant of the undent Peraiiui, are of a 
disagreeable exterior, clumsy figure, coarse skin, and 
dark complexiou, and form a strong eontnu?! to the 
presfint mhabitmita of West Iran, who have a mixture 
of the Chirkusdou and Georgian blootl in their veina. 
This opinion k also [Misitively exprcsse<l by Peter 
AngeluH (Lnbroase), a contemporaiy of the former, 
in hk “Gttzophyhicium linguae Persarum," publisJted 
in 1684, under the article, “ Georgians. 

Since, therefore, no doubt ooji rcEUfiin about tlie dk- 
tinction between the East imd West Tranknfl, wo will 
bring the divergence to a common point of view, and 

• Ilwittkiitr* “ JtomDiin iur I'Fthrwcnitiiiif d* k P«rM.’' Pkrii, ISSS. 

f iJbm riteck wptfcf, 47_ 
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then reprint the s«fMitRte branches or members of 
the two piiwcrful races in sucli n wav os we observed 
tJic same on our joumejo, not leasing uunoticeii the 
observations of our predecessors with reference to tins 
subject. 



a, |ju:^ 1 jL.x. 

A. Ejjtf tiu!<riLti^ 

Fiau&B 

Id mrp;t3*«tiT^ 1 

ttuf mUm^ of *i 

ki\ggttrd and fAiJi ; of 

B 1i|{IitL sniinlf]' n!]^i>YiirmoDtr 
Bttil denieantmr ;' 

bal Yerj rs»1y tery ihiu ot 
vciy lat, or ■atrikiiigij’ tnU 
AT fery tbort- 

Of A AoraewluL tlliek^t 

figHTD \ hcinirj of a pii'nflri'nl 
And ooDiflim'tiun, but 

Ain diiuiity m uuiTem^nr, 
although Iay liiik'vrArd. 

\hmTi ihe TiintDtftna, 


Ov«Tk RUTviTk Knd 
dling h^h fonbtiui. Eat- 
isned At w 
skull And ibiirruw r.kiiL 

!llo^h I^SA i>Yjlt tllAn Iff 
Alfiivai lu Iw e^jtllod nimd; 

A wiLli<r fort^hcaiL, mltjo U^r 
jAit lxmf» adJ u}&m 
<^eU j tllA dtl», hov^TATt 
oLlong.ftud less polnlod tllAU 
the Tomiion^ 

Eyi^il 

XaJigd. Ikdlt, witii long 
uppvr lid. ODti A«hed eyo- 
bronh. 

Bbifk, oLIobg cut« don 
and ihieJs ■ejebr&wB- 

Ko«k. 

Lonfl. ihhi. uftim iJiclied. 

L<«sbng,»oiD£tjine6 thirk 
■t tliA TOOL but iietAr «i 
AUliUliit AZld wide an fhc) Tu* 
rADIJUiS 

Motrru, 

AliiderBtA*ui£«d: wniff- 
tiblf Uim «>mpT«Ma lij»- 

DAah wide And thick lipft. 

Hmic 

&luk, of A tbkk Aud p™- 
erfitl BTDwtb; partkidirlj 
long, thill iMtil. 

Black, uf thick growth^ 
beard thick«t. but less long 
th^ Wettt tfmiiAti. 











320 


SKETCHED OF CENTttAL ASIA. 


In consequence of thb diversity of the physico] ex» 
temals, there Is also a dintmction not to l>e intstiiken 
in the nior&l propertiiA of tlicse two racKs. The East 
Iruniiut, although for supt^Hor to tlie Turks in vigttur 
of mind and bodvT Su htfertor to the Pcndait of 
modem Irun; and it Appeurs ilb if the stAUip of the 
mental superionty of tlie latter was itopriuted iu the 
i»ynunetrical formation of their iimbB uud elegance of 
their features. 


East laAsiAsn. 

cun form the folfowiiig stihdivisiuuG or brancties 
uccortling to the geograpliitad positiem of their north- 
eatrtcrly extension ? 1, Sijrfs-tuni orKhafi, 2. Tchlhiir 
Aynink. 3. Tadjik and Part; each of which counts 
uuiny subdivisions or degrees. As in our progress 
towards the liVest we lose^ in the 1'utiintnn race;, the 
Mongolian character in pSiysitignnmy iiiow hi id mure, 
and find in the single brunches a continuiilly iucrcas* 
ing mixture of races j in llic same way we discover, 
also, that the East Inuihuis beconLe less Inmion, and 
tnore Tunuiian, the Jarther they remove frcim the 
mother laud. The rclatiou tliiif exisUi between the 
Burnt and the pure-blooded .‘knatulian, the some tu to 
tie found between the Sigistaiii and tlieTwljik of Ka.sh- 
gar. The latter may, indeed, tc* called Uie old iidtabi- 
tunt ol that r^oii, yet no one will dinpute that the 
Tumnian elements, surroiiiidiijg him in uiicli nutnla;ns 
have strongly irifluettced him. 
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1, Sioi^Ayi on KnAfi; 

Or tJmt Shiitff |>opi]{iitii»i of Eiist Fran whtc^h iiilm- 
bit iht* costi^rn part of Iran, from tlie south cm Ixinlera 
of liKHliirn Khoroi^JMm to beyond BiluJjon. They 
are as frequently enUed Klaili its Sigjataiii, as t(ic 

[tritu'ipul ituew i)eo>t]>y Khnf and its UiHglibourliood, 
Kuy, '1‘eblnis, ainl UMi'djau; whilst the imeient, clas¬ 
sical Sigistun, more tmversctl in motleni dines by 
Atghuiis aiul licirdi.fi of TloltXfcheea, ofTors to the poaee- 
abltf E'ersian but a very insecure retreat. Judging liy 
historietd accounts of iMerv, which, in the Teudiflail, is 
oiuirneniteil as the titirteenth locality under tlie name 
Mmi, as the tiiirfJ sjwjt marked, one nuglit easily con¬ 
clude that the inhribitants of iiUHlem Kluiraason, espe¬ 
cially ot' the uortheni [Wfi. be rtnikonerl with the 

East Ironiatis. TbU was iiutundiy more or Icsa the 
ense iHjfore tlui jknibbn occU[jatLon; but ut this day 
the |>eoj)le ((f Khoressan are so ]>oavcr1uUy iutenuiuglctl 
with Turco-Tarinr elcnicnta, that the gtstiulne East 
Imuiati tv|Kt 'Mtly begins on the other side of the soutlt* 
ern rocky oiiain, behifid Shthri No. AVithoiit Iteing 
fiiniishial with an especial otlmograpEiical rP[jreBenta* 
tioii, tlie traveller will, easily perceive that tJio Kliafi 
(we pr(!iS4.TVc the ajijiellatiun which is usual in the 
country), although hrouii iu ctunplexioii, is to he dis¬ 
tinguished from the Isiahani; for exsiuplut in thiit 
his taimfilexion more oUve-brown, whilst that ol; the 
latter, tanned by the sun, tip])eiirs more of a dark 
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hmwu. (n tlic ^‘cuiuj plitWj the nlbrc'itttmctl differ* 
cncu in i^tatiiru and fcatiiirrA, Itut especially the less 
fiery eye, will strike him. And in the tliird pl] 4 C 0 » he 
will mliM, in Ititci'ccnne, tlwt sprightliness utid ncti- 
vify whioli he meets evcrjTvhero omckU'r the livetv 
W«t Irutilotis imikr ilie same sittmtioti of dimate. 
It ctui hortlly be dcuhteih that nuuty will be surjniAed 
tlmt this relative difierence should exist between such 
tribes as lluiw in fjtie^tinn,—of conunoti origin, hin- 
gtukge luid religion, for buiidretb uf yetirs, nay, for 
thuusoutli^ <rf years, of cue am) the same political con- 
iiectiun. This ctrcumstaiice would be witli difiiculty 
explained through an aiialogous isiae in other Inn if a. 
W o eiiiilL, however, reccgnlMi tiie cause directly, when 
we take into nearer view ihe foUowmg ixdiitn:— 
l^t- The whole portion named of l^ast Iran has been 
sptred from all times the inllLU'n.ee of tlie Semitic a* 
well tis 1 unxmati nations, since tlje first extended Iheui* 
selves only towanl the western side of the dcfiertj the 
last, on their march wesnvsrd, only at iniervob} passed 
from the liigh rwid, MfT\% i'isimbur, and Rei to the 
stoutliern slope of the Djagstay HiUs. 2nd. East 
Iran herselfi in an tiitrlier f>criiv!, rciutuited scjioRitetl 
through the gn^t ilesert, when the Shiite sect, tlie 
chain of solid union, enthnuced the Persian popiiktioti 
of Iran; luid, despite all the wildest sect'hatred, the 
truflic now in oa great with the Sunniie Afghans and 
TTertifia iix with their western brethren. 11 is tnw tlmt, 
drsjrtte nil the fatigtip i>t travel in thc'ilcsert, despite 
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all fear of the B^cK»clif^ carawts go anuuallj’ from 
ShiroZv Isfiihiin, ovor Yozd, Taljfiea up to lioly Meabeff 
Yet Kluif oJtd Bilirtljan, eltuated soutb*e«8t, are never 
taudied ujioii; ajuI then, ai^ aow, it was always die 
case> In the mutual intercuurfie of nations, language 
asAuinea foreign elements easiest and preserves diem 
tlic longest- The Pemim dialect of modem Iran is 
(iverliia<led wltli Arnbitiii'Turkish words. Pars in the 
south, iia well as Maxiuidran in tite north, ia in thiH 
only a little distinctive. Iti East iron, nevertheless, 
the borrowed richness of language ta certainly leas; 
luid we liud bi much that reraian in which FirdusT, 
with a premeditated rejection of .Arabic, wrote his 
great epic. In what cctuccma the Uiie of rdd forms 
Olid worda, the PeraLin of Bokhara is of that character, 
and especially we limy name the Titdjika in the hrst 
place; yet tliefio last luive too much Icxicpgniphijcal and 
gnunmatical nuitcriol borrowed from the Turks; and 
tills circumstance it b tliai lins produceil die cotivic' 
tion ill our minds, that rn East Iran the purest and 
oldest Persian u spolen. 

As for the language, I should be inclined to dte 
the Khali or the Sigistoni as the primitive tongne of 
all the Imniuna, yet, in regard to thdr edmogtaphieal 
liosition in relation to the whole Iranian race, 1 would 
not venture to attribute tliat position to them in wiiich 
the Huruta stand to the whole Turko-Tortar race. 
Wliat branch of the l^t Iranian fiimllles may be the 
primitive b one of those queations to which no one 
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cortW deny a Iiigli dtH,Tee erf* tmtiortiuicc, yet the 
TV|ilyTOueli more fiifSciilt ma to the Tiirko-Tartor race. 
For die npiwAi^oiice of rhe totter ou the etoge of liu- 
toricfil evitifs is c<Mii|)urBtiTe!y' fresh, irhilst the tbnner 
Bteppctl forwflwl in a [leHt'x] of vhicb wc am liarclly 
form a conception. Wc muHt, therefore, again Tejxait 
that the Sigiatanl or Khnii are tioined as tlte first among 
die lijiHt InuiiuJiA, ouJy [n coosequcitce of iheir geogra- 
phioi] puaition, mtd not from tDd action on the more 
primitive character of their hmiich* 

TciiinAR Aywak.^* 

These are the four |>eop!e or races wliich|. from the 
time of die conquest of Herat, huvtr beeii tlms named 
by the Moiig<i]s. Tliey ccaiBbt of tin: Ttmuri, Tei- 
mcni, Fimzhiihi, and Djemsliidh The whole are of 
Iranian firlgin and Pi-Tninn apeech, and enough so to 
distinguish them from the llef!nrel),f who, though 

* Aimiifc M I U«U(«lian aord, uhI h | ^^l« 

t EluMit'vCKniuta |>* Id enr •hm b* i!fHi«u|«nlli4lI<««»b.urDrni«tJ 
<£ibq;»|:fW-,fi* Ut«nc!-[a trill*. '* >I«iiAtn (nr Ja IlalrilD JU Aidiuiul* ikrari* 
atilnk," Puii^ IMS. p|>. lit, Isa T mat keiiiut ibU rHii tb* TitUiMrias 
•ixiuomi* :—Irt. Tboir own tucni»i,~i]iiii irw^ w«n ih> nmOBilir nT ib* 
■xBtf fi# DjiilgU IMhI. WMiimw, frrra tba •lalouiOM of Abnl Foil of «tiOflJ* of 
Uuifa XhiiD. Siidijr, Sltl* ^)ao, mw bmuI iA* tntu iloant), »bkb 
mlmi mMi tlw hUU to tb* nri^blmurLtiDil of finoi, auil Ju* ti«a fpnd 
Ih* PitnUlfi *l«niokct* (pooki ■ Uongoliaa dilloet, ■* it juoToil Aj J'p* 

w o iKtodEal of 111* Otnaatr AaMlir Swiat^, — .Tol. 11. S26. | 

«Bj} Itaitr > 0 lnut ifaBt Li 111. iLm vtnj Unoicb ipiik* Kooffiiiut. Swi. 
TWO It nowfaino |Ih (Etbcjjt tui'li ■ t«|M to 

b* rdmid *« *JWI1>S til* IJotiTtb, whu'Ji a tbit nui» itribini’, bocul** ti* fit** 
niiuig near lh*lf old hcnu I* bitw* tutofiMt motpip, Thik i\a Joltar tt*** 
ifwall liidtr * fonriftt cSoiiIb tiiri ii «leM*i]U. 
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thfiv epcak JVreiarL^ yet &h<>w llieir piife Mongolinn 
tjjwi, thoir TunmiMi or%iti witliout u ilaubi. On 
tile spilt itself there is but eon fused uudetstanding 
as to Its TeliHuir Ayniaki licciiu^ muuv uppro* 

pnji(e to thcuTiiii'lTcti the same# flJid are again opjKised 
by others. Our tmvellers huve tpf>At: rontrndjctorv 

V 

stateuieiits conct>ming tlie^e nujea, mul 4 ;Ri 2 ie<;iuDy tliU 
^rroiieoiis thut the Hezoreh are to be rcckotuid 
anicaji^ tUo Tehthar MTUak, who np[Kc:ared at the 
Sou til em prut of Central AsK at a ihiriP wheu the 
latter were iJready tuiHcuted by tlie name in 4|Tie5tiou. 

Oiirin^ my abode d' «x weeks ui the town and 
itejghboiirhixtd of Hemf. I devoted eoiisidctaljlG nt- 
teittion to this rfUc>stion. My kiiowW^r^ is gtwmitled, 
tiot so much on hearsay toiiehiiiw the rueeT as on their 
phymogiiomical clianicteristics, which are incotitestahly 
the Ixjst proot. The Tirtmri^ *«■ the Sunnite Perauuiw 
of East Imn, dwell now pirtly on the Western boun¬ 
dary of Ilcmt, a» Gurituit Ktth'sim, &e„ and |fflirtly olso 
in the villages and towns situated to the east of Inm, 
from Tiii'liet Sheikli Djam ni tarns Khof. In the first- 
numetl region they constiture excluiavtily mi united 
poptllation. In the biltcr they lire only to be fottnd 
sporadic, fur ulthoiigh two hiiiulrcd year's agt* the 
greater number were Siiiitiltcs^ yet the sect-hatred 
ol the Shiites coiivurtcfl them pirtly h}' force, partly 
drove them into tlic neigh)>ouring Suiiuite city of 
Herat, In consequence of the frequent confusion 
of bounilnry, fur Herat Jm einliirerl in ancient and 
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modem times more thou iorty idegeA, one con easily 
imoglRG what lui amalgnmntion Itos been produced 
by these continued movements among the eolitaiy 
branchea which apjjrcach so ncarh'' to East Iran, and 
it is truly a wonder that the Timuri are sttU to be dia- 
tingmshed trom the Shiites of East Iran. 

'fhe remarkable chanictoristtos are first., that nmemg 
them more people are to Ije found sliort and tliiek* 
set than among the Sigistania; also as regards colour, 
the latter are, fjn an averogc, of an olive brown, and 
with dark block hair, whilst amuitg the former a whiter 
contplemon, with chesnut brown hair, is not uncom- 
motL As I have miit, the united number of the 
Tiinun on the Ei^t Iran boniMlarv ainounta now in its 
fullest e.xtent to one thoiifiand fainilies, becutisc the 
great majority dwell in Hc-mt. 

The TVinaru) are luinlty iu any respect to be dis¬ 
tinguished from the latter dwelling in the Xorthem 
and Southern pnm of the «>uajned Djalghei Herat, 
from Eerrukh to Sebzewart only a snudl part luis ex¬ 
tended as fiiT as Femalt, aiid is named by the Afghuus 
Par^van (Farszobjin, speaking Pmian). Since the 
Afghan rule has taken place in the Western valleys 
of the ParajMimlaiaii umutitains, many attempts have 
been made to establkli in the midst of the Persian 
population Afghan colcmiea, yet until this day all have 
fhilod, for the discord and strife which have wasted 
this ticighbourhuuil for centuries still continue} pueb 
tneuiber nf tlie Tcliihur A3'innk knowing no greater 
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cncnny t Jinn the AigLan. In wusequimvc of *fiia oir* 
cuiustiiixc« the Teimenl, although on AgricuJtitra] 
Ar« of wild, wm'Iikf imturc, und tlxero b lio 
longx^r any trace of that sjurit of wisdom, which in 
the tiniii of the «le«ceuclauta of Taimur, viz., Sultsu 
UusoLu Mirza, n nTinnf ^d 

The Sunnite Peraiona of tbrmcr times contended in 
jxoctry, linimiitg, mid music, widi tfic Shiitt' confederates 
in the W'est; at the jiresont tlrac they are raw barbu- 
rutua in oiimjHirtson with die Utter. 

FiruskuJti w (lie tianie of the Uttle pctjple that dweU 
on the stce[i lull, mirth'east of Ktde No, and from their 
iiuicct.'asiljle mitmtion nfOiet tiie whole netgldiourhooil 
with robbery and plunder. To the traveller are nar¬ 
rated die most gloomy stories of Kale No on the sum* 
mlt of the mountain, and the fortified places of Iterii 
Kntch and Tcliekseran are considered the same os the 
ndiber nests of the ihtklitiairiand Liirt in the imviransof 
Ufalnui. As all dwelters ui mountains remain distinct 
from their nearest kindred in the vaJUys, so is tliis tlic 
case uIbo lietw(*cii the FirUzkubi and the remaining 
Aymiiks, and one could almost name them the Gilekl 
and Mamndetuuis of Eofit. 1 ’eraia. On the first glance 
they appear to have much ix^serubhmce with the 
Herareh. It b oven asscrUfd that diey ciwne forth from 
them, yet neither has tlieir fortnation of the forehcotl 
nnd of the chin, nor the compiexioit and figtirt; of the 
body,—a decided Turaniiui diameter} and id though it 
might ptvsiuil It strong mixture, yet does the Iniiiiaii 
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eiemcnt for, bt^iilcs timt rJicy ull iijK:uk Pcrdiiiu, 

the uuines of ilieir dwdlliig'|ilucojs luid fchiuw are pure 
Pcrtiian wurd^v 

Tlicy mhabitcd those liDls from inimcmoriul time, 
ajid thrm^h TniEnur settletl tlvtm by forei: in Mh/a-'II' 
deran, they soon retiirun] btick to tlioir okl billy 
liotnt^, mail tmve lived «inoe that time in constutil war- 
fhre with their Iu■^gbt>o1l1>^ i«irtly ftiipportiiijf tTicm- 
iietves from their acan^ breed of' cattle and tiUaj^e; 
fairlly also from njblwsry and pUmdeT;^ whicli they per* 
petmte ou llie caravmts upon tlie rotiil to Mnmeue^ or 
ujxin Ute iicattered tents of the Djeumhidi. Their total 
number tmrdly eiuounta to eight tJiuuaaiid families. 

The Djfimahidi, the only rrilx! of tlie East Inuilmifi 
livit^ exchiHjvely in n noiimdie stater, Liihnhitt^ from 
time immemorial the shores of iliirgub, whitiier thevt 
acTOi'diiig to their owm sfatement, aettJwl nut of Sigia* 
tan in the time of Djemahhl, frtjju whom tJiL'y derh’e 
their descent. Tliis nationrd myth coiitiot be const* 
dered quite true, yet ia ti tnenn testable, that mnofig all 
fnmians who now iuhnbit Ceiirnd Asia the Djeundudi 
have the most atrikiiig reat^tnlilmtce with the Sigistnnii 
which is JW mucli the more to be wondered at, hecnUiie 
I hcBB for so long a tlmt havw led a settled life, whilst 
thoae have led a aomiulie: luid the vnnt iidiiience which 
the difiTereflce of the two ways of life loift on the ilevehi'p- 
ment of the body needs hardly he mentioned. Klia* 
nikoff thinks they aj)proHeh lulhor the Tafgiksj but I 
cmiuoi coincide in this view, la.-cuuse, in the firai place. 



thasclaks. 


329 


the Djcmshidi is diinncr; »<candlyt licua a ion^r 
oitcl A Ikr itiore |Hibu-d duu tlitui tlic Tudjik^ and in 
die third ptace^ tlieir [miguage, aa m form as m 
copioivsnesa, a^zrot'S much intipe ^'iih the Peridnn dialect 
of East Inaii iliim ^'ItU Uuit c»f Cetitml .^K]lu As to 
what concerns their mediod of lilc. they are the only 
Intninm who, in every resjjcct, Imve taken tmicli from 
die Torantaiia; that is to say, from the iklor lunt 
Sorik Turkoiimna living in their neighbourhood', 
whi]*Jt tho other hnlf-iiointulio Ayronk used a long 
Atgluui tent, wliieli liere is uitincd the Tent of Abnv- 
liiun, one sees nmong tliH Djemshtdi tluil round, 
oontcal tent of the Tartars surroundCfI with (bit and 
a reed matting; their clothing id-so and total is lur* 
koiutmisli; itiderd, even in their occupation, tlicy copy 
these iiwt. For when it thturlsliing position, that L% 
ahundimce of horses and arms Indidls tliein, they are 
Just such jenrfdl rohhurs of omtik iini ns the cli.itdron of 
the desert. They enjoy nlao the rq'Utation of the best 
riders mid warriors amongst all Aynuik,anJ aUUtu, partly 
in Ber\-ice at Oetttt or Mimueno, pirtJy in league with 
out or other of the 'I'nrkoiDoii trila-s, when the int- 
niedlute fjiitstloii among them is a large tehupao (mz- 
kUi). In cotisci|uen.ee of this aforesaid connection they 
were trans|Nirted to the banks of the Oxiw by force by 
AUidi Kuli Khan, from KJiivn, niter ho luid comjuered 
them with the allied Sariks, They remaincil more 
than twelve yeura tliertV^ a fruitful place, whioli waa 
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afialgtiLHl io tiifiii OS their new homt;, niid midcrwl 
them 'srell do. Yet tlic for tlie jxjorer, hut 

old Uomv-Ute liiHs, was soon felt by them, cunt uviiUmi' 
tlieiuwilvctsof tlie confijsioii which a war of the Kliivuuifl 
with tlie Turkomans allied liirth, diey [luckeil U[t evRiy- 
thtiig tjuiekly otid fled, without the diuiger of 

pursuit, ftcross Hemresis Tcluinljuy, MayjiumB, \msk to* 
wards the town of Murgnh- lu their imiich oue ihou* 
sand I'ersLui slaves joined them, whcs m conse(|Utnc« of 
their escupe, obtained their freedom t ljut, luiviiijr miched 
Moorjfatj. were again iitken in a trcfichenius monoet 
and ^>lfl in Boktiani. Altliuiiglt tiu* [tjenti^hidi among 
111 ! tlie iriiiiiati mcea of thu os well <is of the 

West, have niwt truly retaiuwi tlic warlike spirit of 
old rcmla, yet they are. in pm^Hirtifni leas rough in 
tlielr cuatoms and intercourse willi alningers ihan tlie 
neighliounng Turkonimis, with i vie mi they iiave Iwd 
rehitlous for u long limc; mul, notwithstanding his 
wild exteriiii*, the lljein^Uidi, even in lha lowest class, 
is polite ill word >ukI iuaiiiier:^tUc light mnl shade, of 
the Imnkn chameter are not rccognitialtle tn him, mid 
we must not Iw atirprised if tri the customs of this 
nonuuUe iwople we niect with tho most lively imirka 
of the pre-lahuuite time. Islitm with them Ims token 
still hbus root thim laaoiig the oilier Tmunlun uotuuds, 
and the griMiler ^luri of them use it n* a veil, undiw 
which 1014: cmiceulod many fmturea of the ntUgiun of 
jioroastcTi thue, for iitstanee, fire luuoiif; [licin is in 
Ikigher estinutrion than among the Tiidjlks; the dtmr 
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■if Utc’ tent b alwaya Bvciug the Eo-^. tutd the ulea of 
the grtoi] imd evil spirit b so iitiiversnl thjtt tlte IrjwesL 
eliuj^ of the people, especially the uromen, ^rften n alieep 
or goiit is shu^titorefit never neglect to throw certuin 
of the tmliiuU which arc ixuisUcrctl ]>y other 
nomiida as dclicociea, to the bttJ spirit as k&uie^ “ un¬ 
cleanand djCT arc only eaten hy Uie dogs. It b 
worthy lif reniart, tbit oniong the ruins of Jdartohuli 
the soiui! stories uro in circulation, osamoug the Yoiuuts 
nf the tjld retniuinta of the ruins at Meshdi Mbriau. 
Martcludi was in uldcii clrtics ttie Koabk of the whole 
region until the wicked Turkonmiis ApiX'nred there, 
Olid dcstrfiycd the whole. 

This is idl that I enii say in rcsjiect to the Tchihor 
Ayniak?. T can, jiotn'itlistiuuiiug all tui(uiriej), leant 
itutlilng of their name Ijcfore tlicir last appeUation, 
Acconliiig t(i idl proWbilltv they were tvckoinfd among 
tlio Ta<ljika, yet now thcym'c^listiuctfroxu these btter, 
and form the second pradutiou of the Iranian race in 
itM extensiuu to the N^ortJi-KusU. 

Taojias, 

As (he rcniiuiuts of the I'ersinn jKipulatioii of Cen¬ 
tral iVsia (tre called, whom vre meet in tiii-ir Lirgeat 
tmtnbi^re itt the Khaniit of jhikliiira and in IWokhsimn. 
lint thtiTC ore, besides, iimiiy settled in the cities of 
Kliokand, Khb*a, (‘"fiinese Tartary, and Aigliaiiuttan j 
id though here ami (liert Utile ^leviatioii in their pliysic^- 
iioTnicid out wal'd (icvelHiiptneiita ure obscrtAhlvj iii con- 
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Sequence of tbo dilforent cUmiuCECric und sock! ivilatioiu 
under which the Tmijiko live. Ajui thus, Ibr esimiidc, 
the Tudjiis of dJukhoiu wul tho Afijhariifilun towiia 
Imvc much more rcileiDhInnco oiio with anotiier tluui 
the former with the liedakhHhiittis, or iJie ooufederntc 
races of tlliuietfe Turmn' ; ootwilhstoodijig, the leadliij? 
funturt^ of one conuiwtti tj'pe (uie geucmlly obsemihle 
ontoti" tliwn, nicv Are tuuuJly of a jpood middle 
iii'ijLtht, broofl, powerful frame of htiries, otul esjxichilly 
wiile (dxiuMer Iwmeii. Tlirir eotititeuuiioer the Imniem 
type of which immiiliutely atrikt'S the eyj* rtt first sight, 
it* more ohLoiig tium that of tJie Turks; but by the 
with? forclitHU'l, thick cheeka, tfiick noue, mid tai^ 
niontli, we soon iwrceivo that fhk iiioat costem brmieh 
*Tf llic ImuiuiTi fhituly hiis mitch tluit is lioterogencotiA, 
that Is to £ay, Tiirituluii, hi its of coiiotenAiicc 

os well its ill the fomuition.uf Wlv, axid is hi nowise to 
be regartktl us tJic primitive type of the IrunlBn mcc, 
ns M. (le KFiaidkofT Ifiuvyltiies. 

Accortliug to the stataueiitn of the Venditliid luirl 
Greek hUtorhuia, k is no hmgtir owitter of doiilit that 
the native couiitrj' of the modem Tfuijik was in thtise 
colebnited regions of nneit-m linK-?, Bactrk and Sog* 
flimin.^tlle mcfst luuuent sent t>f Imiiiuu vivLUiiatlim, 
the cmlle of ihe religion of Zorutistcr, (vruJ tJic source 
of tlie heroic iegetids of t'erwu. must own, that 

even in t.lie tiio^t. imcieiit times they were inliabitauts 
of tills region, for the micieiit Kliomssmi, which stri'tohed 
far into flunrsc Tnriiinv was. as Is |awi’i1 Viy t‘Har 
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graplnVal nomcuctatiiro, iinil tvy Itu-* 

nioii oalonled. And wlio is then; f iiat not pcrveive 
the cotitiuuoits stmito of Scythiim-Turkiali elenieiiL) 
which has ovorftowod Centml Aisia, from the vjJleya 
of the AJtmc Mouiitdns^ thut v^cina from 

700 to 400 a.dJ 

Nfi ciountTy'’whicli was sltnatjor! alon^ the ehiof route 
of these niigruttoii» ^rO'Uhl n’miiiu tumlfectcd hy the iu' 
termin^IIti^ of lorcijni hliHKl; niij lu; the imrtlHuri fuilf 
of Persia, the mwlern diijtrict of Majmetits Anclchoi, 
ajitl tlie western dec] Ivi ties of the rurojwniAiim Moun* 
tains could presorvo, hut in a sli^t depree. the pri- 
mitive tinity of race; rkfulstt w:l^ it oquully irrt{Mi^ible 
to rhe Inmiuus of I'niiisoKhma. *l'hc mhaltitauts ouJy 
of the moutitnius of Bedukhshmi, luuricly, tin* V'akbaiii 
(it] width name the Irartted writer <»(' the nrtjele, 
*'Central AsiaJ' in the Quartfrlif ftevit^c, July—Sep* 
tentber, Ixdieves tlint ho lius dctectetl the origin 

of the Greek, rffiw*), can liuve a greater clultn, fniiii 
their less Rccesrible homes, to unity of meet for all 
the Fobuilaidbl wiiom I have mcu have more indeliljle 
marks of the Iranian type than the Tadjiks: even their 
very language is freer of Tunininji words,. And Binte 
one can imiigine tliat a people, though in strictest re- 
tiroinent, con presi^rve for centuries its ]»rimilivo type, 

* Pifooi Ttli mtir it i\^v Oii» b eilM 
■1m bti durited tha miHliif u Huiii, wrluiu VwskA t»cl Vj«-ttiL 

t During bij MjcFurn in Ksrki T lifod wiUt l«D F ftiBthftfli t (Fwbad b ih« 
{rf B^^fpiUhth-uj) Tutnjr Tn mw Asd lb* rfmo baiut. Il m* ft dppn- 
^MkUiik Etwa I!k>4bAn, wb«» tbtjf wbbtd IP wUt Ifcp Emir Uf liuj 

^]*ix pf IhupJr bteljr-biinuliM^d pHnrtx^. 
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tb« V flfcluui l anil tiot tht» Tm^Lke in g«n<>hi], 

must be ooiwidereil llic tnn.'sl remrumt^ of tho uitcieut 
Kaat Inumm. 

As r^’gnnid tliL' <i{»[H!lIatTni] TnttjlL J imve iiJwa^'s 
found tUut tiiOHc concenung wlioin wu are sjwukiiig 
ncv'cr use it tbemselves wiiliiiglv; for, IT tJiL^ does not 
Bound exactly in their e»r» ii» a term of re}irr)«tch, 
[K: 0 ]jle ore yet accustomed tu utnlcrstunJ hy it that 
expression of contempt witli wbidi the (Eiii>eg con- 
•^aerora regard tlie aiilHliii.-d alHirig^ines. By the \r«inl 
Tadjik, the Tartar ]>o|>a1atiou of Ttirkcatoii uiuierstutid 
a man without warlike diaiaisition * nf a covetous, avan- 
cioua nature;" with crafty mid eauntinii hliaia; in a 
VTfird, evcTything tliat ataada in opjitisUion. to (Ezlnfg 
frankueas, aimplicitj', and ii|inglitiutj^. These relattona 
are, inpreovcr, to l»e found CT'erywliere httween Turn 
tuan conijiucrorfi and tlu- aubjiigntcd Inmiaus; fur os the 
latter, in Persia, are far iidenor to the Turks initu'iital 
endowtnentfl, to i» this also the case tu Ccntrtil Asia. 
And Bokhara has only become the Itend rpiartera of 
Central Asiatic civiliaation, because liert;, from the 
earliest ages, existed the overwhelming uunt1>en of 
the Tadjik ijopuktion; who, contlnmng their previous 
GxertioTiain mental culture from the pro-Islamite draea, 
notwithstanding the opi^ression of foreign power, have 
civilised their conquerors. As in the earliest ages, 

■ 8]*W* prtfcl- fBihDr int jnn Ja tii, I,,™ „f ffiib*# Ihm tt™ Tm iu 
iIm Lnm o( • leotw* Uip kui. wlio U uiuhldnl ■ uum vaho'ut eno* 

Oi1l^4« <k^ Crf thsm til. p uj j p4HiibIv nj,i. 
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after the recejition of tlw blam faitti, nil the celelmties 
ill the fiwld of reUpous kfinwrlLHige and wei*^ 

mostly Tndjiks; ^ IcnJay, inie ^tUi niotib* 'm B4:ikliarai 
iUuikaitd, and the most conspicuous MoitaJia 

juid niOftit cGlebrated Isimiii?^^ At the coiu^ o4 Bok- 
Imnn notwitlifitniidirj^ the CK^beg or^iB of the prince, 
the mWwS are iilwnys Tndjika; tiajT even in 

the rudo GilsElwg govemracnl of Khiva, llie 
(Secretary of State), ^3 mi officer whose qmlifica- 
must be of the highestt onlcr, chos^^ii inva^ 
riablv from the PcrsinJi pppulwtion erf the phiee* It 
is triilj wonderful how the Tadjiks, notwitlistAiidiiig 
mopo thim a century of co-existence with the CE/-beg», 
are to be diatingubJied from the hitter, not only hi 
their iiidivuluiil nature bat in tlieir habitSi A proverb 
says, Look at the tEzheg on horsebick,—the Tadjik 
in hu hou-? 4 -;‘" for, the mmA care ilmt the one bostorws 
on his arms, suchtle luui lior<je, tlie other s]>eiid^ 

m hU house ami attirt^ However poor the Tadjik, 
he will yet |mis» for a man of more substance tluui he 
is, and wdll alivavs^ appear rich luid great in public, 
tdtiioiigh s|jaJring ftJid ahstejuioue iii hiB faniiiy circle. 
Nor Is Mi conversation less choicer the courteous ex- 
preasioriB, tho compUm^uts of which he makes use, 
sound aornew'hat Tartarian, to ears acomrfotnotl to 
Persian refinement j yet, in contTBSt with the CEzbeg, 
lie ia Co be couaideivid uii acconipUBhed gentldpan- 
A tinned by nature to peaceful oecu pationa, the Tad* 
Jiks are devoted everywhere couaiderably to tiilage^ 


33(ii RKltrrCilKS OF CEyrHAX. ASIA, 

caminerce,, wh! iiuluHCruil pufsiiitjH, a« tiicj- hnto war; 
and if dit!y ore <!ajn{idlLil to liaiidli' wcaptaiu, tl»ey arc 
rarely wiijaat, Imt frajacatly cnii;i. Tliey are oJeo 
defective It) tliat nufional fccUiiji iLat btriktitt itiMs m 
foroibiy artioiig tiie (Esdx?^,, Tliis Im* Inst <ihoan 
itself in rectait occurrences in Tadikend. In u letter 
frcxQi General Kiyjaim^Jcy from tin;town Jibtivoiiutited, 
(Audand, DtH-JcmW 4tli. 186C, H. Ul>9), we sec! 
that, ninou^ the diversified jKiptiktion of tkat placet 
tlte SoTts were tlie first wUo draw near, In u fHetidlv 
fa&Lion, to their eorajiit-nira, ond certiunly rcncleretl 
vciy reoddy cotifadenihlv litlp in Jmnl In Ik at rr- t>f jmei- 
ficution; and tlml pmlMiiily to the ilkliite of idl the 
wl«> ci'ituiiily ti'tit no jHirt m the pTOtended 
petition to the Ifus&imi Govenimeni, 

The Tarljiks liolrl well together, but thia ia more 
frtun the mntiml sit|)|Mfrt of one with jinother In an ■![>- 
prGMe<l race than u spticlal effort for Toiijik public 
tiitcrcAtij and if they ortsli to distinguish themselves, 
which is only the cose in ilokhnrii, then tiiry an* in 
the habit of shomng with pride their Amhiun dwKJCtvi. 
The cmpthieM of this Iasi vimnt Klianlkoff has shown 
sufficiently. He derives the word Tadjik fi'uin Tik^ 
(cpcwTij, a hcad-dreiiiS] which the old fixe worship* 
pers Imd, and tlie Ghebrn wear cv(!!) tiow^—the iianie 
Tatljik arose from it, hy which tlie adherents of the 
tcocliing of Zoroiister went' called at that time— 
beffkTC MohamcflaniBin. or else it was a tenii of 
their own ndoptlan; fi>r the woitl Tadji in Ilujivai'i, 
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und Tail in Perekn, which signifies Arab, has with the 
first m connection. It ia r^iujurkahlc tiutt (lie word 
Tadjik b even found hi iiVcstmt Asia. There are 
Armenians who call Turks ns well as 
UTahjiiucdan^, Tmijil., hut only lUUtRtg thimiMlves [iri- 
vatcly. Aiiil It soema to me to be constantly a nick- 
luunc aflixed by the npittvssioii of their t^'miimc rulers. 
Since I have hamd thb uiuvorsal aiiinng ihc Armcniuns 
of Asia Minor, it appears to me that they ilid not wifiU 
to express by it ouly ilohameihins, but also the ad- 
hereuts fif a strange religion, and tlwt this, according 
to nJi appearance, old word, hsv* been trruisniirted kter 
to the Arabians by the tJd hihabltaiiiB of Tersia, with 
whom tlio Arracnifliis, under tiic Siuyjani<lc#s were in 
coiitnci. Tiiaf the name Tadjik has been raiasiug 
among kith jViubic and Persian aid bora of the first, 
cenmry, after the entrance of laLim, but cxLstod early 
in Central Asia, the IHgur MS. (Kudatku Bilig the 
lucky knowledge) beat shows. This l^ani tlie date of 
4 fi 2 lleg., and we find tficre the wpnl I’adjik often 
<}Uote(l in iip^KMltion to Turk. The above-nunled work, 
whicti Jaiibcrt has mentioned in the Asiatic Jtnimai^ 
1825 , is Jiu Uigur veraiou, or rather n/nciiiictita of the 
Chinese origiiiiJ. The Turks themselvea have aUvays 
called the Tninsoxaniau alairijjiiies Sort, a word of 
which T know not the origin. M. de KlianikofF mistakes 
when he supposes that this is only the case in Kliivii, 
fir he must know tliat in the Kussinu Army tlie 
Persiitu p>puIation. of etaiquerwl Tashkond at a later 

22 
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period was enrolled under the name of Sart, and they 
were so cnJled in all Khoksnd. Also the above- 
named General Krijjuiov^ky Kfieaks cf Tadjik and Sort 
as of two different races. As to this word Sari, Lhc 
derivation of which is wholly irnknowti to me, it w a 
term of whicli the famnun Mir Ali Shir, in the time of 
Sultan Husein Mmai Baikcra, mokes use in a treaty 
on the Persian and Turkish language. The latter, be 
always colis the Sort tili (Sort languageend not the 
Tadjik tili. Sort is hence legally used for the Tiirkisli 
appellation of Ttuljik. Mere onrl there (Eabegs bit^ 
themselves in making a distinction between Sart nnd 
Tadjik', hut I cimitot agree with this view, although I 
will not conceal the foct, that the Sorts seen in mass 
differ greatly in some physiogtiormicnl peculiarities from 
the Tadjiks. They are, for inatance, mtire slender- 
bcdlt, have a lotiger lace, and- moreover, a higher forc' 
head Uuui the Tadjiks; but it must also be mentioned 
as a qualification of the above, that they formed fi^uent 
alliances with tlie free Persian slaves of CcQttn! Asia, 
which the Tadjik.‘E never or very eeldoni did. 


CHAPTEB XVIII. 

LITERATURE IN CENTRAL ASIA. 

Tartar imaao I <E7b^ Mclpotnene! This will to 
many scHiiid passing stnuigel Timt poeti^ should 
exist in the oldest spots of ntdencss 6uid harborism— 
tlmt persons iti thcwe regions where roUben', rourtler, 
arid spoUatiiOii rage most, should busy themselves with 
titeratnre, may to numy seem strange; btit yet such a 
notion wouhl lie incorrect. The ICest was at all tiincs 
the s«i^t of poetic entlinsiasm, and the more the social 
relations retain the stamp of olden time, flint is, the 
nearer civlUsiatiim is to its inhuicy, the more graieial 
is the Inclination to poetiy and fiibtcs, the more jias- 
idonnte the soiuid of forced hyperboles and enthu¬ 
siasm. 

That the dwellcra in a Ktrghis tent arc more dis- 
poaed to poetry than die memliprs of a polished society 
in Paris and London, must surprise no fmc. Among 
us it is only over a certain age diat poetni' indicates 
herself more or lc*st there arc otily cerfain hnlividtuUs 
that linger round the Castolinn fountains. In Central 
Asia those liowetl down by uge, as well as youthiiil 
lovers, piiaaioiiBtely affect poetry, the warrior equally 
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with fire «hcphml, tin? priei»t n’l wciil oa rlie Inymiui,— 
ciich one ettempti; the compoeitioii oF fjoetry or dcf^’isfea 
tulos; and if thiA attempt b prolmhly not MicceA$lit] in 
every iniitjiiice, ‘rtill, nevertheless, the Imlnt of even 
listening to the eompoddone of others mny be said to 
be anlversal, 

Sitic-e Uteruture in tlie East is in close comiectioii 
with religion, we must then divide the llferarr pro¬ 
ductions of Control Ask at the coinmoncement into 
two purts. 

let. Tire Literature of leLim wthe Settled Xfidona. 

2nd. The Literature of the Xonmdic or Wimderin^ 
Tribea- 

This disrmctlon dates from that time when, with tlie 
entrance of IsJam, foreign Iltenirv concept.ion* l>ecttnie 
uiiivcrfi&lly diffusfd, which, witJiout retaining at the 
present time any sirecud iiationid character, jire in vogue 
among tlic different ftdlowerfi of Islam. Poetry’, for this 
is the essence of that litemture, b alwti}*s the same 
now with Arab?, Turks. Porsions. and Central Asiatics. 
"N ainly would one fnit'k (here the stamp of a tretional 
mint; It is every where the some sprightly imagery of 
the jfOetH; eveiywhere the e^tne metaphors, pamblca; 
evejywhtre tlie stereotype<1 image of the rose and the 
nightingale, the thom-resembUiig eyeioKhes, the fum¬ 
ing vapors of rbiiig aiglvs &e. Everywhere the same 
muse of which the learned JI, de KiiaitihofT rightly 
That ^he contra forth free and ivihl, like those 
jilnnta of etninge forms to Ire met with in the caicineil 
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noil of southern Asia, ciiovared with thistica imd tliorm, 
menuitt.-d with nalt ^ they dilTuae throogh a tugged 
burk, here oiuJ tliere, uiMnmtic, henohoetit odoura, aud 
wave ujwu tlieir withered stems wreutfis of flowers of 
elegiuit fortus otid brilihint eulouts/'— Asiatic Jctinial, 
vol. v<, [). 2117. Of this literature^ however, which is 
well kuowu m wenieru coUDtries, through mutiy traus* 
laUotis and leanird treutlsei^ we sliall say uotliiug. We 
mther pass ovkj tlie religious Utemtimi of uiutiy ecceii' 
trie devotees, wlio, in aetdous ardour towards God ami 
the proj^iets, liavc written volumes full of pompous ex¬ 
pressions on the subject of their love snJ redgnutton. 
These Wt productions in the three Klumats are con- 
nidered as tlie exclusive projierty of tlte Mulhih and 
Isliaii world. The |ieo{fle listou veuy ptieutly to tlieir 
recitals, but are not onthusiustic, for the mystical cur¬ 
rent of tltought in ctipioiiB lungUHge is bejiDnd the 
reach of tlidr uuJerijluuding. Wlmt w e w'^isli to say, 
then, of the literature of Central Asia is confitied, to 
sjieuk correctly, to tin; Po[>ulttr Poetry, Ilcie we do 
still find soiuethiiig original, here some types which 
deserve the real tiiitwe of Turkestan, tutd with these 
wo widi to nuike our readers acquainted. The most 
pueticallv attuned jieopli: arc its tlic Khuiiat of Khiva. 
This jwt of Central Asia luid lit the bcgituiiag of the 
tw-elfUi centurj' acquired the reputation of a special 
emiueUGc In music, tuneful voices, JIatiuguished ptiets 
aud poetesses j indued, U ia hariHy fifty yenra ago 
that ill (he courts of the Kiidjars, in Telionui, a 


342 


5E£TCIi£i) Of C£!iTRAL AS!^. 


Kbivite lute-pluyer vraa in gfcat himoitr. Bokbara, 
before tlie aaceiidoncy of the Turkish element, hud only 
B few great poeta, such iia Rudekt juid Figuni; but tlieae 
must be rather classed in Ferokn litctulure. To 
return to Rliiva, T must remark that as it nltmya sur- 
prised myself when I heard a heu^T-ldokiiig, coarBely- 
dreased CEsbegi with wild, sun-bunit reaiures, sing 
oae or another soft miiiur air; so, also, witii tmveUera 
in genond, this feeling will lx: found to exist on their 
entry among Torkomona and Kirghiz. I'hese people 
esteem mime wid poetiy as their highest pJeaimre. 
After a fortunate adventure the nianiuder, however 
ared and hungry he may l»e, will listen in the open 
street with real delight to the bakiishi (troubadour), 
who comes to meet him. Returning home from a 
foray, or other heroic deed, the young vmrriors are 
In tlje habit of amusing themselves throughout tJie 
night with poetry and music. In ihc desert, where 
man is cither ignomnt of the luxuries of life, or does 
without tliein, it is, nevertheless, that the bahhshj is 
very Mldom wanting, and betddss, that, liie latter are 
found in great numbers, going abouit to exerrifle their 
art. The nomads liavc the habit of tmuifliog tliem' 
selves with poetic games. 

Aa people regard in company the liappy Undlng of a 
rhyme or cndence as indisfteneable to education, the 
young nomad girl will aUo, suy, give the, preference to 
him who would answer her i^ucstion in a verst with 
happy rhymes. The poetrj' of the CEaWgii oomusta 
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first of luUTutivus, whicii oither appeal to rwligiouB life 
or fanm ufl heroic deetls. The first are composed bj 
the Mullah world, or by die more jwlialieil bakheliis, 
after Ambic or Persiau aotma&s, and adapted to mtive 
taitte,—I be last are geiiiiitie Tartar cotnjxnsitiotifl, hi 
which there are not wiuitiiig at times both glowing Ian* 
guage aiul guoil metaphors. These talcs of hetovc 
exploits^ which are similar to our romances, begin 
alruuly to be of even greater extent, and are often 
recited or sung many evenings together, and althougli 
Ishun plays here and there a conspicuous part, never- 
ttieless those pieces are preferrcil in which home-heroes 
figure 00 wefl-knowiv liistoric fields. Of these last- 
Tuuned coui^toditiutis, one niiiuli esteemed in Central 
jVsia Trtii y ser>'e as o sjieoimcii. It lieara as its title 

** Ahmed and Yusot," 

And b tb« history of two sons of heroes, who, after 
their countty’s Cishion, even in early youth undertake 
a Lcltapai.i or ruzxia ugiunst. heretical Iran, in which the 
lending motive U not »o much the thirst for spoil as 
the chast bement of the mi believing Sbiitea. Jnst at 
the bc'gimung Yusuf harnngues his heroes ready for 
the foray in the fdUowing fasluon;—* 

“ With the worthless fellow unite not, for be makes 
known the deepest secret. Sjieak no secret words in bad 
spots, fur tliy deep hidden mystery will become known. 
Belter is the litire leaf tlian the fiulccl rose. Better is 
drj' earth than wuptlilcss grass. Ih'ttur is a staff than 
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« Stupid felJuvr-UTiveller- l■'or he make* known the 
diivctitm of thy nmtc to the foe. Do not itistract 
die fboh bccaiUH; he with neverdielesa, reach the 
prove of niiseij' uticonsetoiJsty- When you. etitcr at a 
gvMxl-for-nothlnp fellow a us a puest* he a(t 4 icks yon 
like the little cut, and nuiki,>H Itb vice known. Would 
ihol I could giro you the jucturo ol' ti Ifue hero ! fie 
liravra lus sword only for die dcstructiou of the un- 
Ijcllovera, Ik> imt march agidtuit the enemy with a 
Ctiwurdj atiice he lunke^ known the tnrflclcn track ns 
well A9 lu» own jmdi. Yuauf Beg ‘ Such n time 

is come. This home' land is for us no longer. Fools 
know not their own loir t they speak luigrtlyf and 
make their evil sjjeGch known.* ** 

They murdi uwH 3 ^ The report of ihcir lieroiu 
deeds spreads fer itnd wide, luui nattirully rmiches 
thuir home-land- Here governed only Jicttj* prince*, 
each of whom would take renownid wiuTiors bitt> his 
sei*viC 0 . The usual career t>f w'arfiu^e proeccdis itiid 
Yusuf takes the cotnnuaid. but only with the cotiscut 
of his comrades. 

They draw out oirsHh for an exjMKlitton against 
Guzel Shult, the Governor of Isfaliun. The (Ezbegs 
aro overpowered by Persian ciuining. Both princes 
ore token and draped in chains to Iron. Tliifi mb* 
fortune rouse* detip cries from the heart of Yusuf, 
and 88 he could not ninj for sym|witJjy to Iiis captora, 
he ^kjuiw forth his W'ail to the lofty hills tliat surixiiiiid 
him, aiitl eKcLuruit;.— 
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“ Yc saow-bedecked, munj coloured liilla, what has 
befiiUeti me; haw you aceii it? 1 am Ijecume the slave 
of thetie 1111 heliovers; luy larr^'iiig bidiiiiii, have you 
swti it? No one pities my tears, Urn hills only tliroU 
at my tears, liMth WJies Hmuiitl my heail, lutvv must 
1 liave stejiped along the way; have you seen it? 
Elei»llL'a!i n'ere my attendants. Ah I I weep tears of 
IjIocmI ! How captured, with AlnutHl Ueg came 1 Lore, 
hiivt; you seen it? 1 drhA hluoil,—in this world too 
heavy is niy sorrow! Walking oti foot^ mihelievets 
on ^tL'cds; hnve you Been it? Ytisuf Beg Bays, * 1 om 
inu'anlly catisutiteil, my aormw i» emDes#. Dragged 
viith these liound hands at a lioi'so's ]>lcasure, have 
you seen me?* *' 

lie is then tlirf*wu hin» prison, where he finds ei 
fi'llow-aufft'rer in tliu person of a Sunnite, who as 
enchanter niid fcirtiinc-teller by prott-ssioii, hnd dmwti 
on huns^lf the rlisplear^un' of the l*ersiau luouarcli; atid 
he ulso finds in tlm daughter of tlie gaoler, wliu hod 
become emuiunired of him, a kind friend. Up to tliia 
prdnt the strifes, the mighty hem-deetls, the religious 
untilusia>im, nre oousUuitly detailed. From tlihi fsiint 
love ulso tnuiglcs in the strain. Yusuf Beg laid left 
at home a sister and n lady love- The former vainly 
waititig Ills rotimi, cries bitterly, nnd in tears culhi im 
her maidens lo loosen her hair; the latter, in his ab* 
ecticB, initinmins lier [iusHionate pcgiird, unil smula the 
truined crauoa of the hc«it» with a love-letter to hhu. 
It contains the followutg cljorgc:— 


ssETCiiis or cektual 

“ Oh, yo fi ve emnes of Yiiauf Bt-g! Kui«li out mul 
draw near to N. Strtjigthcn yom'sielves aiut fly nway 
over the Seeing Yiisiif Beg, hoften Imek, tJmt 

the littwt see uot on the plaiiii» the tips of yimr witigs, 
I mit deprived of imlf luy heiirt. Come bturk, usking 
him of hts hedtfi! llasieii iHickl I vvha once llte 
world-rose; flown bc-iico is the toghtiiigale of my 
grove! iSliouhl tuy lover be living, then brush with 
your lively wings early Iwick. Should the nfd niacs 
have become withered; shmitd his life have rettched 
iU end; altould niiy lover lie dead, put on inuuruiiig, 
atu) weeping ruturu! Calling on Cf^, stmke then your 
wings. Witli orclunr lorjk forth to the heaven; hitT!i|. out 
for the town of trgWHlj, BnaUt out and draw towards 
the town of N, Gnin true mtelUgirnce, and conic back. 
Oh, hear Oul AsiJ’s cry! Carty to him iny luart- 
sorrow! Oh, make a pUgrtinnge to Ins grave. Bring 
me a little dust, and husu-n Imck/' 

The birds circle (ltouiiiI the prison of their snrrow- 
fnl master with pltiintive chirping. He reiiiiLrks them, 
and sends back to his hutiie the following messitge: — 

“Oh, ye craiLes^I Fly round me, right and left. In 
mazy swt^eji in air, ^l ^1 back,“-say my gret’ling to 
my people! Oh, ye enmes! right and left, looking 
rciuud, gti Iwck, — say my greeting to my jieoplcl 
The crane flies and rests high in the air. Tir* 5 fJ are 
hia wings with the long way. JJfri’ in prison breaks 
out ttftesh my sorrow. Ob, greet, then, my kinsmen! 
Kimreziu town is my home. Tlierr niuyt, my friend, 
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luj beloved, my weU^wisbeTj my dear ome, my tender 
one. OL, greet her, my mother! tny tvjtaba 1 Oti 
tin* mviiiituiiiA <*f &,)rrow arc pines high, high. Oh, 
pray for me idl of you, young and okL MonrnJul 
autmnn became my fittej before the life’s hluflaoiiw 
had opened yctl Oh, gn?et for me my poor litiSe 
sister! She fiMm early inom waiting for me looks 
arniinii. She b inniinlly consumed by Uie torture of 
sepanition. l,ooJdug on the path in the morning with 
dishevelled hair, she criest * He b not come!' Her 
whole soul for me Is waste ami empty,—^my love Oul 
Assl, for her I mourn. Ohi greet her! In one diiy, 
oh cjuitel tliou wilt reuch from here to Klmrcmi. On 
the way thither go over tlie seven uiountams, Kole 
this diou luist seen. Yusuf Beg; greet the cowardly 
Ik:g» for me/’ 

The birds de{>art, but the herxiea languish yet long 
in piisjoti. At lust they are coiuleumed to die, 13ot 
die uiiraculous jKiwnr of the Sunnee saiuta saves theiii. 
All the wea^KHia cuiploycd 1>C'Cimie blunt. The rer- 
siaii iynmt reuiiirks it, and aumiuuus the heroea to bis 
presence. As the chief condition of obtaining the 
wished-for frvcdotn, Y usuf must improvise iu opposi¬ 
tion to the court fix-l, Kiikchc, imd In the event of 
his overcoming the latter in poetic ability, then he is 
to lie restored to hb home iu full liberty. Y'usuf im- 
prtjvises in strikingly bold luiigunge. He singa not 
the pruisutt of the tynmt, but hb own, while he says,— 
“ My ficople b M fine Wiiuerfi there are 
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condniuiUy sununer^ gardeners tend tJie gardeiu, the 
trees give tJi&ir fruits. In white tenta n5[iosc the 
the youths hunt around them. In cordial com- 
paiuoQidup live the ii'utttliA, sfiending time in delight 
tiud pleasure, hast as tJja wiml tlje steeds. In 
racing thy stee<ls lay Itchind tiicin. High soortng to 
betiveii is the flight of the Itirils. Iti scom they carty 
off itjou. Should intoUigence of me arrive in a day, 
in a day also an army can cotne. Out of six [a>uiids 
of thick cord are the string* of tJjeir bow*. Their 
princes rule b etjuity, partiality b flu- from iheui. 
lletir me, Guaol Shall, thou unhelievcr, alnmld I re¬ 
turn to wage war on dioe» then knoTV ilmt owe wave 
of in^ arm klfli idOiOOO meti. Of are their 

sword*. Their streets are united L«? 4 mr*j tlieir fieM* 
like bed* of With duera, hares, faTitnnfl^ the 

fields of my i>eopb arc full. Their free inhabitants 
are like Hatem.* their leaders are like Utdimui and Ritar 
tem b the thiy of laittle, heroes b the strife. 1 tun r 
sloTe without power, the unbeliever regard* not thisj 
without fiite the fly die* not; lot not mv tear* flow b 
vob.” 

He coiujttcrs, goes hiden with treasure to t^rgendj; 
and though ho hu* to undergo some hard struggles on 
the rood, arrives happily home, wluu^ his reception 
ia described in ttiony doeply-mm-bg, highly jioetieul 
i^ea. ASice an bterview with hi* beloved and hts 
sister th^ conduct liim to Luhikhan, hia motiter, who 

* Thv «rHf]:i4f fiiubkn ipcEkm^ilty. 
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iti crmfcqtiRticc motuninj; fftr him for several years, 
luL*i itlimirit liwt hep Highi. Tliny Itring her the joyful 
intelUgeitcc, \rhich she disbeliever at first, arid says,'— 
“ My anient desire bus Iwit me low. Am J really 
to sec thots, my deiT child if Sunk in somiw, 1 only 
sighed, with eyes trviznuloitsty searching for you. The 
whole world would T htok thrmigh could 1 reully fttid 
thee, my child. Shall 1 mourn like the uightiDgale? 
Shall 1. like Matisur, succumh to sorrow? Shail 1, 
like DJerdjis, weep tears of blood? jVm 1 nguin to 
find thee, oh my dear cliihl,’' &c. 

Yusuf Ileg i.s Jed to her* He bidoA ajiart, and 
w'hen he hears the cry of liis mother, his angttlsh 
bursts forth for their fatal sepamtimi hi yet more 
sorrowful words. By the voice his mother recognises 
him, l^tverjwwcrod by excessive Joy, she yet welcomes 
him ill the following wonls 

Oil, thou seven years* sulTGrcr In prison! Oh, 
thou Ixilsam of my wounded heart J Jly star of iinji* 
pmc«s hrightfiis. Vanished »s» the night of misery 1 
Oh, prince of my people and land! Thou Rustem, 
thou hero of the wtirldl My Y'lisuf, my glorious suu, 
my comfort, my Hfe-powerJ Thou crovni of tmppi* 
nesfl, thou highest grace of my lilcl l.jUathan lias 
found her S4.ui, the AlU[M>wc!rttil has shown mercy to 
her. Gone is all pain from my breast, all sorrow, 
Yusuf, my son, is come!" 

Soon after ihis the nmiriagc of the lovers takas 
place, hia Iiero blood sulTers not the wlveuture-seekiiig 
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chief to rest. He collects lUi tirmy, of which all liio 
people of Centiiil A«tt fom port. It is to take 
vengeance on Guzel Shah. Fortune attends his arms. 
The Persian is eotiqnercd; hia old fellow-sufTerer, 
Kmnlier^ freed. Ho goes home crowned with gloiy, 
and the conquered Guzel Shah must pay him the 
fbl lowing ttibiile. 

DEiiANHs or Yuectf phom Gczel Shah. 

“ Hu ahull give me the whole K lumuls of the town, N’., 
—'10,000 silk stufTa embroidered witli gold, and ^0,000 
khimhul (sirottger silk shall he send. El is tolls 

and taxes he iihall coth>ct; 40,000 tiuignificcni drettses 
almll he send; 40,(MH) dun^ers, with gulden smlillcs; 
40,000 male and rcmule camels? 40,000 young shivta 
with golden girdles? 40,000 youths, with iKMUitiful 
cyei, filmll he eeod? 40,tXK> oxen (well bnd) flEmll he 
send; 4fl,00<lrliiiioeeri, bound in choina, aliall lie send? 
40,000 rdna, well shotl, with gold mdls, and 10,000 
grey fiOcotis shall lie sejidf 40,0t)0 whips shall lie send, 
the naila of which shall be symmetrically itmuigcd ? 
laahes, worked in sliver, tlic handles witli golden 
spanglea; 40,000 iron grejTi, 40,000 foxes, 40,000 
nohlc steeds, with snake like toils, ahull he send: 
40,000 ambling nags, 40,000 roadsters, 40,000 [X'ft- 
Santa, as caravan guides, shall he send j these, with 
black locks lulling down right and left, wha'*c faces 
are covered with molos? 40,000 wonderfully beauti¬ 
ful niflidciis, with golden giitlEea, ahull he ?H?nd; 40,000 
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caj> 3 , 60,000 tiiriuinf, slmll he send. Also, 70,000 
shciL'p lutd dotiKte lit^rticd hIiuI) lie aeiid. ^ usuf 
Ueg savTfi he shall hnve ull reudy qiuctlyt 100,000 
Ru^iiKi thalers and iO gold diahes shall he seiid,” 

This wiis. In fihort, the material of im G\z>)eg 
rtimimce, -if which there is an innumcmble quantity, 
and of dc)nn.‘»tic tales also; and tliese are considered 
the most valuable jK>rtion of their literature. Ilere 
and there, one finds an union of religion and valour. 
The Hctoch arc taken out of the Islam world, aa, 
fiir instance, in the story of Zerkum Simla whore Ali 
Conquers the last named henilicii prince of Persm, 
ill wonderful engagfinients, wliieh Irortler upon the 
unaginative, and may bo comporod to the poems of 
Ariosto ond Bojardi: finnily, he converts him to 
Isliiin. Tlipft> arc tils^i numerous tales of Ehu Muslim, 
the old Field-Marshal of the Ahossides, and, later, the 
intitqmndent ruler of Khomssnii and Kharezm. The 
historical tacts are pretry old. and yet. each tEzheg, in 
the great desert which seqmnites his home from Persia, 
[mints outi many a sjiot where the Ambmn Field* 
Marshal enctunired, fought, and enacted superrmtuial 
deeds of valour. Fmally, there are also the epica, in 
which the old princes of the house of Shah Khareztnian 
arc e:!ctcil1ed. In these, as well a» in those which tell 
of Mohmued Emin, Kimn of Khiva, Mobamed Ali 
Khan of Khofcand, we find many an image which indi¬ 
cates the natural feeling atid pride of the Q5*hegs. 

Then follciw, also, on these compositions, wiueti are 


S53 sfCETcnEs of ceittral asia. 

olwnjs of irrwiTtT length, short poeni^ which tell of 
love, momhty, heroUm,—or contain s|)cciiil ^iivctioRa 
for handling of wecijionjt, dreA^uig of liurees, nnd riie 
diitioA of agwxl warrior. These are, for the greater 
part, productions of phtin hurghers, profeedtina] Baklt* 
shia, people who are unacejuainted with rending and 
writing, Jinil leave their pfietij’ to be written by othere; 
or, finally, producticna by womwi itnd yontjg girls, 
who break ont into poetic effnishaia fiifjin the fire 
kindled by jiasaioii. f bmugbt with me a pretty c<ib 
lection, written on fioiled pper, in a 1>ad Imorl , bound 
in rough leather, winch I fnitnd among the Tiitkcftimns 
at a Bakhshl’s, who hid tlie *‘OpuH Ciirioaum" in the 
hroot! 1^ of his boots; and it has really vgi^’^ atnuige 
things in U, eottietimsa not willioiii beaut;*. We wiidi 
to produce some Hpecimens, under (he name* of the 
writers: some of them ap|K!ar to lx? anonymous. The 
first one, tn the genuine Oriental style, mourns the 
tronaitoiy cotuliticm of humanity and the viunty of tlie 
world. 


AixLah Yah, 

1. To build castles in thia world U a fruitier 
thing; finally, all will become miit, oiid building is 
natlly not worth tlie tnmhie. 

3, Day and night, for each [Hjor iraiidt;r<’r to 
lalxuir and strain liimseU; is really nor worth the 
trouble. 

3. Friends I For idle gfx>d in (hia empty wtirhl, 
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to muuni Bin! lament oneself, bi really not worth the 
trouble. 

4. To do hfjfnia^e to passion out of nsteutatiou, to 
torment thu poor and the stek^ ia really uot worth the 
trouble. 

5. To dtsijtoty the huith of Islam, and to draw tlie 
ftword to annihilate, k really not worth the trouble. 

6. With taxes, duties, with hundredfold gnelb and 
afirrows to I'ex Molln Khodja,—miy, the whole world, 
is really uot worth the trouble, 

7. Aa you cannot, Allah Tar, stand the brunt of 
the world, why pla^ie yourself going up and down it? 
it k really not wortli the trouble. 


Revkak. 

1, i went to my love one evening, ou foot, treadiug 
softly. I n sweet sleep lay the dear one. 1 embraced 
her m>fl:ly, softly, 

2, 1 took a Id&s fttun her lips and refreshed my 
soul by it. 1 embraced her tender limbs, and kissed 
her duct* mure,—softly, softly, 

3, I said, give me a kiss, then. What, are you 
not ashamed, said she? Return wheneie you came, 
quickly,—tremlii^ softly, softly. 

4, I w?i8 obstinate, and would not go. She seized 
my arm and pushed lue out . At last, I saw no other 
chance, and pueakwl i^fT,—softly, softly. 

5, I dcjMirteil; ctnild nut enflnre separation, and 
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came back. Ob, mercUesa ane, I impJuj^e tljee, give 
me a. kiss,—softly, atiftly. 

6. Too genial to suit Eitrofieiiu tiwie. 

7. Revnak Baya, us die whole world is fuU of 
jtdees and sport, so let no one bLune me, tmd read this 
softly, softly. 

Meshhef, 

1. My soul biuzea in flame, yet my raistress comes 
not. Wluit said I,—^3(istress! The beloved of my 
heart comes not, 

2. I am inwordly consumed for the love of this 
cypresa-like beauty. She is so cruel. Into her 
thoughts I enter nor. 

3. I see In tlreBrus her ringlets, imd Hso deeptv 
saddened at noun. From this lock of lier luiir mv 
heart separates not. 

4. Mcdjmm and Leila, take a lesson ftxjm roc in 
bye; my clianning dear one heeds me not. 

5. The life of foolish Meshref seems comlrig to its 
end, and the sad dirt heeds me n o t. 

Fuzuei. 

1. Holil &st to the leading strings of modeiity, for 
nothing is lovelier thun modesty, Iroinodcsty, mark 
this well, advances mdtlier in this nor tliat world. 

2. Oh! bird of my heart, flutter not in the air, but 
light on the hand of a king. The too high .flying hawk 
is nei er employed in the chase. 
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3. T>csin> Ci-^art' only from God; lio has niany 
Ftonrhoii!?€8> Slu>ul<l A drop only fid] to thee for pot^ 
tloxi, this is siDjdv aufficlunt: it ends not. 

4. rie, on whom the l>ird of hnppmesB has rested, 
flies high, even wiUiout wings* B«, on whom a dork 
lot lias fallen, cim scaroely raise his own bond* 

5. Be always humble; strive to obtain a contrite 
spirit He who sufFers gold-hunger eon never l>e sa- 
tiafied. 

6* You, Fuzuli, live in this world only for friend¬ 
ship. Winter lives in unfriendly hearts; never can it 
be summer there. 


Nesimi. 

1. Saturtia^. I met my cypress-like cluumer, and 
she made nm distmeted. 

2. SttTuittjf. I was iTsntie,and a wanderer, and fell 
down senseless. 1 mw her fiice, and thought it was 
the sbitiing moon. 

3. 3f&nday. At lost 1 n>ld her my heart-secret- 
Her eyes are like the imrcisBua, her cheeks reaemhle 
roses, her eyebrows are like a bow, 

4. Tiussday. I became a huntsman, and went over 
the countiy (walked), yet 1 myself became the chamsi, 
and fell a aaeriflef- to the over coy one. 

5. Wednesday. My beauty walked in the fields; 
the nightingale saw her fiice and uttered wild cries. 

6. 7^ur,8ddy* I said to my loved one; Hearken, 
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to Kjy ailxiirt: hidu ihy Jieeret stlil from both 
giXKl utul WL 

7. Friday. At Ulsi NuaimL s&vf lior bt^uty, wwl 
drank to silieiy of tin* 'iiiorbet uf li&r rotty 

Those, aliltough thruujrh thy poetic bcttUiy of our 
European tofttes they may net prove rittitc tigrccable, 
pveyet stifliciiciit ividimce that tlieuiliabltuiitaof Cen* 
tnd Ask, apart from the tougiiucss of thdr sock! rala’ 
tions, despite their inces^it warn luicl fomys, lire not 
lituJdlled ill the expression of traits of poetic feelutg 
and tender tave< The tugher classesi, though they do 
not iook on (he piPiHtlar poetry ^th contempt, still 
wish to show traces of rcfinotl (oste, a higher educa¬ 
tion, and enjoy the works of the eh ter Pfreian iioeta, 
or tJie books of ^evai, who st<rp[H»i fbrn'nrd as the 
first of rbeTchngatay |»CM;ts in that kind of accomplieh- 
menc, by wtiich tdl the rest of the {nH'ts of ttie Iskmitisl) 
polite w'ortd acquired lenotm. Nevai k ii ticliolar of 
tlie celchmted Sheikh AlMjmiiduuiui Itjumi, during 
nauiy years nmiktor, fidd marslttd, anil governor of 
monj ijrovinces. He is of mrc genius in |HH?try, and 
of great tertility; for he has produced more than thirty- 
two distinct wwks on history^ monds, logic; 

and though hk works are thon^nghly Perainii in spirit, 
and not pt^'iuled witli the spirit of Central Ask, yet 
the merit of having refined and ennobled tlie Turkisli 
dklcci of CentTiil Asia cannot (w taken fititn him. 

Here 1 give a few spirclmens. 
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Nbvai* 

1- Oil! hearty cmnc, let as seek out u, love; the 
cyjiness-jfTowing yne, tiic sUver-^heelced one, let us 
seek. 

S. As tlie ikirting'of our eyes lias looked for another 
irierul, we uUki Imre eyes; thero&tR, another let us seek. 

3. She greets the glance of men only iritU the dust 
fif death. Why stand longing here? Another beauty 
let us Reek. 

4. Should i not find ariother like thee, who destroy- 
ert all tlie world, tiien a lowly, mtidest, but tender one, 
1 will tiieck* 

5. We will hasten through field and plain for the 
tov(^ one; we will Wiurcli gnrdunmid Tueadows. Her 
will we seek. 

6. As the wish is good, it shall not remain unful- 
filltnl. Among .stRoU and great, through all oa fitr aa 
|K)B3ihlc, we wish to seek. 

7. Oh I Jfesui, from this pajssion you will never g^t 
freed. Come, thereforc, before the meeting. Patience 
*uid persevernnee let US seek, 


Nevai. 

1. AlKteut from tltc loved one, the heart is like a 
land without a king, A hind witlioiit u> kiug is like a 
body without a soul, 

2. fkh! Mitssiilmun, whfit service la ii laaly wtilioiii 
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A soul ! It ift like black cartli, which has eio sweet 
smeUing rosea. 

3. Bhtck earthy that has tio sweet smelling roses, is 
like A dark uight, tbac has no bright miHiiibcHms. 

4. A dark night, tluit has no bright mixjn, is like 
darkness witiiout a iife*source. 

5. A darkness, that has no Itfe-scauce, la like n liell, 
which has no paradise-plains. 

6* Oh I Wevai, as the loved give so tnucb pain, it i* 
certain that absence has its pangs, and the tetitm no 
aid. 

His Tchihardlvan is beautilul, in which he celehrates 
the various ages of men, as also his adaptation of the 
well'knowii romances, Ferliad and Shirin, Sfedjuun and 
I^eihL, Yusuf and Znlcikha, Ac. ^VIso hU versiheatiott 
of some storiai out of the 1,001 Sights, arating which 
Prince Seif-ul-Muluk is the most sueciaafuL The fol¬ 
lowing will serve os a specimen of die latter. 

How Sei/-vl.3fuiui from tie town of TcMn, and 

journit^x to tie eea. 

1. Come, tale-teller, let us bear the story of the ad¬ 
verse fete that liefel the king's son? 

9, The tale-teDw replied, “That is laud to do; for 
the sword of sorrow cleavea the breast,'^ 

3, The pnnee IumI everything prepared for hia de¬ 
parture, and first cnqiiircd about the town of Kutiiie, 

4. Satisfactoiy in formation was soon received; aU 
his efFccta bn>ught U tin* sliip. 
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3. Th.t wboli^ vreire od botird, tfac officers stood 
prepared, aud the amiy equipped. 

6. Then die ptineo betook himself on bceuth mid 
con6ded his person to the ^^jod’s device*' (the ship), 

7. The pi lt^ to led llie way, full owed hy an endless 
host of ships. 

8. Theme sat the priiiue in sweet reverie, with smil¬ 
ing lips and a heart free Itom sorrow. 

9. Sbt months he went across the .‘sea, with pilot 
carefully watcliing his way. 

i 0. Soon, Fate mode him feel the sting of envy, and 
maliciousty Opposed hint. 

11, The sealMM^ne moved and gmfed on the bkiod- 
thirsty sword. 

12 She opened herself and the deluge wildly buret 
forth,—a deluge on nil sides of streams of fire. 

13. Fvery moineut she showed a fresh scene of 
horror—every instant makes a thousand souls tremble. 

14. Wildly swelled the waves, and threatened with 
mighty Hoods; with blood-tliiraty jaws rush and roar 
the waters of the sea. 

15. Then dork feorfixl winds arise—the horkon 
veils itself in pitchy darkness, and from the surface 
of the sea there sounds forth wild liunentation. 

18- The day, bright with the ann, becomes a pitch- 
dark night. What A fearful day I It is the image of 
the day of judgment. 

1T. Whereve r th<i u lookeat no nrmn is visible, not even 
the bond fiefore the eyes,—oil, anil over all. is water- 
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IS. Tbt wlf lA'aTcs t <»9 and roll iTic^ssantly, and 
raise tbe sliips with k*ielB iipn-ard. 

19. Ever does the mighty sea rage and roar and 
mount with ftirj' fpotn the deep ahyss- 

20. Wild cries of crcaturei» break out together, you 
would think it was the day tif KasiirTection. 

21. In frightful hurlydmrly one ship niuB into the 
other; they split, and sbik to the iKittom of the sco. 

22- The Varda break, the plunks fell in pieces, no 
poesibility of escape. 

23. Th>)se hundred ships, soul the talc*teller; that 
crew, those posses&iom, 

24- All was wrcekfid on the sea coast, not a trace 
rcmoineil behind on the aiirfiiee of the waters.'* 

Wide as the temtjory of Turkestati-Projwr extends, 
so fer does the literature of which we have tried to 
give a slight sketch in the foregoing pages. And ilie 
ftirtherwo betake ourselves from the Irouticrs into Uie 
desert, so In like nuinucr di>eH latum beciune weaker, 
and here couimences the change from Idohamedan 
civiliBation into tlie old Shomnnisnt, Among ttic 
hirghis, notwithstanding the greater {wrt of them 
profe^ Itdiun, tine meets here and tliero with a tale 
which liVas genenited in tlie Khuniits; this, however, 
IS tookial upon ns btl exotic plant, and never prefertod 
to the native. Tin: |Kipular poetry that one hnds 
among them forms the point of tnuisiuon from 
the cuirenta of ideas of oue society into another. 
Indeed, only two days* distance from the howlers of 
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tht Yftxartcs, or north ward frora tho Sea of zVral, mar 
a iiakiidhi proHjier^ [irovid^ he enii give in tUe best 
diiiiiion filler i>r namitirBs of a pitrely Kirghiz 4 ^- 
racter. The poetry of the wild irJmljituiita of the 
®te[>jio Lii more fitrauge and odd thfui pretty. Here 
and tJierc a liappy image occurs, at other riinaa there 
are only broken excbiiLatiott^ iind taditaiy verse» with' 
out the suiulleat connectiun. Since eaeli |>er¥Mii Lt a 
n tale cannot long presiirve its oiigiiinlitj', either 
they aild MjinvtJiuig new to it w cast tlie whole olF, 
mid few [H!! 0 |>Il' cuii keep tlieinsclves &oni anuRit ing to 
their tmiiga the nicnuetititry biditeiiee of their htntaay, 
Of tilt lovc'hiyjt of the Kirghiz, Lcwijchine lui» iutro* 
duce<l a diort poem, not without elumn, in his book, 
p. 380;— 

“ Oopt thou ijce tblfi anote? The body qf my loved 
one Is whiter still.” 

DoHt thou sec the ilro|ifiiiig blood of tile akin liuiib? 
Her cheeks are redcler still." 

“ Dotft till 111 see the trunk of this burnt tree? Her 
hair is blocker atill.” 

**f)ost thou know with what the tnolkha of our 
Kliun wTitc ? Her eyohrows are blucker thuii tJieir Ink.” 

thou eee tljcst glowing einbera? fler eyes 
aivi brighter stjU.” 

iknothor s^iecuneu which follows tliia conslata of 
detached sentences without any conncctioii. 

“ Tlie iuiwk Jiiis jKjuncpd on the ducks—on a ftiglit 
ot ducks—on a gresiT fliglit!" 
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“ [ mti very ill, hik] liurtUy «ver ifaUik iif ewtiug," 

or ^'vuiidcr b A tall |ju>e-tr«e, di(i mint bus laJImi 
fWGr it,*' 

Y»»tcri(Liv aIu^ uUo.'wed mt; to cntoi* Iiiir Loiiiie. 
Ffinncrly she w^utd comtf mid caress me." 

Tliese more or le-ns may In.* ftnind AiiiciTig nil purely 
pipulnr tales of oriental people. There is eveu a 
truce of Uieii) iti Htiugnruui:, n* for example,— 

Throe apples mul a Italf, I invited thee, mid thou 
earnest iicit," *jr “the cmti« flies high, singing bcnutl* 
fully, my Wed osio in nugty, fijr she will not speiik 
to me,” &c. 

A ctOisiilentble niiTnber of tales or narnitives of 
here deeds exists ouiong uornadie triben, [lortly in 
vorssii, ijortly in prose. In these the spirit of the lite¬ 
rature' of the Turkish triiitHt of South Silojiia w more 
pronunent thmi that of iliinr Ceniral Asiatic neigh- 
Ixiurs; and I have Iieurtl mnny eom[K)jdt)OTis of Kir- 
ghis Bukhslilfl, which I find with little variation and 
dialectic iliflcrencefi foitliftilty craiveyed in the more 
recent work,—“rrewhi of the l^opuhir tltemture of 
the Turkish tribes of South Siberia,” by Dr, Ttiulloff. 

It leavw no doubt that as the hairnet] A. Scbifluer^uj 
the myths mid tale=i of l>r. Riulloll’a mllretion, fimb 
tnicea of h Buddhist influence, bo many uf the iTt43gi 
(tales) of the DiiKlere Kirghiz have renehetl them 
froni the further south, bey^id Djungnriii; ftif I stum, 
coititJig freni the south-west, c^oitd take no flim root 
over the \ axtirtes, and now that the mighty vravfA ol' 
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Kusfimti power rciH down tho north, wilt certnlnly 
prcvull uo ftirther. TMs kind of literature belonging 
nitber to tlie Turki of Sciutli Silieria, we slitill conclude 
oiir present aketcL a tale of tlie Kirghla, which be* 
lougt to thU little horde, according to Enropefin opinion^ 
but itcGording to iiikiid uppidlittbn, to Mungblihik 
Kftzagt, i.e,, a KirghU of Miuigi^blak. It is from the 
book of Broniohia Knleaski, who, «8 a Polioh exile, dwelt 
nine yeiii-ii in the desert, and oti Ids return, 1865, pub¬ 
lished under the title of “ LaA^'ic dca StepjKM KiighizeB." 
Pwis. Ful, 1865, 


The Talk or Kccaul,* 

Mild ta, in Heoven, liulpleae without Cod; on earth, 
|M)Werle«a without a horai.'. 

There was once u Kirghis, natued Ibiruzguy. He 
bad great numhera of shetp and horses, jind iKitbing 
was wonting to him if God hod not ilemed liim 
children. He was alone, (JotiiMxincntlj', uiauadviUKjed 
stale of life. He said mA liis daily prayer (luiinaz), 
nor kept the enjoined fesste. Oiio day, the Borrow of 
hl» childless condition overcame hini, Mid ho deter- 
inined to go to the Holy places, in tlie hope that hk 
pruyvra might obtain for him n son. He forged for 
hiuiscif ahoea of vrotti and took a staff of imti in his 
hand, nnd 60 Iwtook liiuwelf on Uib way. He travelled 

■ l aldpt tb» of Am antgOul, ■Uiwuia Kapiil {IiudCs) Bor. 

Lmii (tiuBifr Uah) ^ nrmiliL l» 
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and tTnwIlM] ten y(Mrs lon]», und jiMl»hly ino(v. So 
50 lon_g did lie trtLvi:;], until his itxm aUot^ wert 
quite wtini out, and imlj the handle of his iron stalT 
reiiiaiued. At lust, he fell dovnt on the ground, pros- 
trutc. Orcat were his sufTering*. for lie eould neither 
raise Iiimself up nor die. 

Lo! before lilin npfHiareda ludy ninti, who [tereeivefl 
him lying on the oiirth, lind eoiu{]<t 55 iun on hini, l>eiit 
over Idm and eii4|uinsl wlmt ailed him. Bttriiitguy 
could Hot utter w woml. The holy luuu fotJ on Iiis 
knees, recited his pn»yer, (jiunut/) und iirttyed the 
Almighty to loosen the tongue of the uiiliop|iv man. 
IIhuIIv hud lie duiie tliii^ when Biiruitgiiv l>cg£ui to feel 
his Btreiij^i re^ve. He rcluted his history', uni! on 
wliot grouiiils he had ahtuiduiied hef uoul. The holy 
uuui withdrew h short disloniM,*, and continued in 
prayer until Go<l said to lika, TlioU art well pleioiuig 
in toy sight. I will uecoTnpliBh thy wisli. liui why 
dost thou iiiterisi thyneir in Biimzgny? He ]juystio 
inijKuit, hfe mys no jiruyer (uutniiz), he oleierveti 
no lost. How slitill 1 iiiive eotopnssion on liiiu?" 

Lord,** said the holy iiuui, “ in time to come he will 
wn-e Thw devoutly, and will reixnit his pmyeruj only 
do not reject my iiitreiities. Grant mv pmyer and 
take me for an hostage,** Then thxl said, » Depart, 
loithful servant, tliy pniyers nre gmiited. Enquire of 
Buru^^jay wbiit is lits desire. Will he luvve forty sous 
and forty ilaughters, or only one son and one ditug htee 
estjccially nj^roved hy me.** 
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Tho liolv oiHii rfctiirtiL'd lo liuruzpiy* He found 

him quite rMUrrctl, rtJiJ <m hi» bueefi; uiul Ju- i'Hwl 
tiluiid with joy* “ Oh, Gtxl, I liave uot to Thoe: 
Buruzgiiy, before iny retiini, hi«l licgun to perform hi* 
duty," tie dicu lold tfuruzgay the words of GufJ. 
“Whut sliuU 1 do %^'itb forty sons and. forty dau^fh- 
ters? !f tJie Atmighty htur tiiy prayers he will give 
me one wn ami oiu? *huigliter»" The holy bum 
blestfed him, niul conveyed luick to the LonI his reply- 
Uuru2gfty foiitid inai aliws as Qiough nnwom, and 
Iwtfwk himself to Ins (mitl- Apprfjfiching it, he ap* 

{icarcd to rBce*fmrt-c his stcpjie lOid Ihfcks. He viewisd 

all with licarrfcil joy. Shfwiy and slowly regaiimig 
his recolJection, he perceived tluit nothing imd iJtanged 
since his departure- He a]>protichijd a sliephertl, to 
enquire of liim as to t!ie owner of the herds. The 
shepherd a did not recogniao him, liC had *!*► tuUuu 
wwuy, and lieconie so elumgtxl thrtjugh lastmg ami 
lumlsldps, and his cloihea were worn out- “ Uliut ia 
our TiuistiT to tlioe," enquired the aheplteftLs, “gotljy 
way," They went their way to tlitlr flocks. iJuruz- 
gay waited until their return, lUid questionetl tlient 
afresh. The shepherds drove him away as a poor 
beggar (baygotiehe), without wdshinp to speak, to liim, 
till at last he uttered his name. They iinmtHluitely 
looked at him atumtively, recognised him, and told 
him that his wife, whom be hatl left iu the tituiily way, 
was near her coitfinenieufc, mid they were e-v[»eetitig 
gucHta in the noul. Then, without waiting for his 
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!iht"j>btir«J» nuj off swifter Uuia an arrow, 
an it coming to Jiuruzgay'a wile, itctnaiideil (he soy- 
tuidji, (the cufltomoiy gift fi>r good news). Ttiey 
ceived ity aiul tnturmi.'d the wife of tin- artivnl of hut 
husbimd. S!>c w-hs highly dcligblcd, and lnime<ilately 
after%rartL» Bunizgay entered. A few dnys after Eiis 
anival, his wife was ilulivered of two fme^ strong 
children,—twins, Oim was a Bon, the other was a 
daughter. Biirtusgay wim l>eside iilmaetf with joy, and 
he kept constontly tnoiiitating on what iiaitie!» he 
sJiould give these children, with whom God had re* 
joiced ItiA old age, Wliilst he waa hiiried in thoiigbt, 
his former mtercessor with Heaven, the holy iimn , 
ciimc to him, and wiid, “Thou wilt name thy 9oti 
Kngnul, and thy daughter Kimmsbeg. And Biirus^y 
henrkeneil to the lioly man, who umncdiatelv left him- 
The chiJiIren grew, and were beautiful. Four 
years |iaitsed away. The twins hegau to learn slioot- 
hig, with littlo bows prei^ored for diem. Kufmul easily 
learned to shoot, and ten years passed awiiy. At this 
time, it came to ]atss that a mighty Sulnui gave a 
feast (Toy), During die banquet, he gave notice 
that he wished a lofty mast to be erected, with a piece 
O'f gold on die suminit, and dtat whoever could pierce 
with his arrow the gold piece, should be the huvlmnd 
of his daughter. A host, of competiioni presented 
themselvea. The most was vety l%h; they shot in 
tumii f none could pierce the gi»hl piece, and the re* 
downed archers of the Slep^ie missed their aim. At 
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len^h, the last at tlie battquet missed alflo. 

The Sutuui cried out, “ an? these (UI the young 
people that there are in the Stepfic? Have none 
stayed nway who will let fly au arrow tor the Itnnd of 
the Sultan's daughter?" ‘'Only one remnins," the)' 
replied, “Ktignul, ifon of Buruagay; hut he b only a 
little boy ten yeara old.'* “Tliat mattew nothing,'' 
804(1 the Sultan, “ bring hini here iminedintclT.” They 
went into the ooul to seek him. He apjteared on a 
brokeu'wixuled horse, in old elothes, with a bow ai 
his back. He had plenty of b^utiful clothes, and 
good horses, for his lather waa rich, ajad denied him 
nothing, hut he wished, Itefore the rich, lo appear 
poor ajjd humble. IVhen the Sultan's wife saw !ilm 
riding forward, she cried out immediately, “This 
shall Ih} my aoii*m-hiw, and none other among those 
presrait." Arrived at the mast, Kugaul would not 
immediately draw his bow. 

“ You are many," said he; “ I am alone, and young; 
and if I were to hit sutxesafully, I might, perhapa, not 
then receive the bond of the Sultan’s daughter. The 
Sultan assured him that he would give him Ms 
daughter, but only on the condition that he should 
shoot successfully. Kugaul prepiired to pitroe the gold 
piece. He tot)k rurn, bent his bow bo powerfully, that 
hifl lean, miserable horse, sank beneath him. He struck 
him with Ids whip until he rose. Kugaul took aim 
again, stretched the cord afresh. This time the horse 
only bent the knee. The arrow went off and pierced 
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rho centre of the golikii piece, Kugiml, extuiiistrd 
with tile effort, disinoiinted, uiifiuliUiH) liis horse, by 
doirii (III the groimtl, mid, rtelinijig Uu liettd oti ibe 
siuldle, fell asleep. Ih- slept tliere three tbys long in 
his mtsemhle iittire, little oii he wns on a poor sjtddle. 
The Siiltuu liml fully tiitejulu^l not (ogive hit* dnugiiter 
to snch n wretched-looking btujig- In vam Kuguul 
awttiteil the [tiesseiigors. No one emne, and be thought 
of sonic lueiuis by whicli he could obtHui his bride. 
Suchlenly h wijnian H[)[Hflired Ixifore liiin fiNiru the 
Sultan’s Iiintsehold, amJ ejcpluiiiwl (o him fully the 
ppoeidoii of dixuaistaiieea. Kugnul add to her, '* He* 
turn to the Sultiui, hiiiI tell him tbit 1 give him until 
mid-duy to-niorroiv for consideration. If he does mt 
tlien give me bis daughter, tmd forty bdm eamelH , 
and forty carpets, I will kill him and exterminate his 
whole fcnuly/' The woumn touk i* fimey to bugaul, 
iinoguimg hbn to lie ii great warrior (batyr), re tinned 
quickly to the aoul of the Sultiuu gave the Sultmui on 
account of the nxeoting, who rushed to her husband, 
saying, that Kugaul would liecome agreat hero (bityT), 
*md if he should not keep hia word, he would ilniw on 
himselftt disgrace darker tluin the earth. The Sulmus 
wife spoke many HmiLir a|niechei, until ut tost her 
huHliond rtwlved to nmriy his daughter, miil he gave 
Kugaul notice to that effect. Kugaul now attired him- 
«Jf in splendid robes, luountcd a tnagnifjcent courser, 
and presented biniself to the Sultan. The marriage 
was celehtnted, and after the uccustoiiied wedding 
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fwist (toy) Kugnul ccinductol hi*» yotwig wife home, 
ami returueil to liis fktlier*s aouL Forty CftinelB, !acl<^ 
with codtly obj€Ct^l, mitl twered with forty mrpet^i 
follnwiMl liiin^ Thb wua tho dower of tho i>ride- 
When lie reached botiie. Kugaur:? wife iowered her 
veil| Rccordiog' tti the cu-Btotu of tiie Kir^hb* But 
when they were in tiio |ire&enee of lus futiitsr nnd 
mother^ Kiigaiil lifted it for the firijt ritue. llardly 
lijtd \m parents seen her coutiteTumce, when thej^ pre- 
eent^id her gifts tif liorsea imd cattle* Theiti because 
they had aol guessed her faYOUiitc coIoutr for attinitda, 
the daugJiter'iu^Iiiw did uot 6J1 ut their knees to thank 
them. The old BuTUKjniy wiis angry at this, and cried 
out, ennig^Kl, '' Wluii an aniimd b tlib maiden 1 We 
have gi%tm her a ho^i^t of preaents and she will not 
humble Jieraelf l^efore ua, nor give us ^ven the imtid 
ftalute (T^elmn)," She rcjdied, ^^ Wlintare your pre^ 
scuts to me? I do not retjuire them. You have not 
given me the vexy Beliind the house there is a 

chesnut nuiiv, ^he sinks kneo-deep in the sand; she 
alone suits me. For she will pt^xluce a stalhotij wliich 
will save tnv Kuguul frotu many niisfortuues, and b€^ 
come II tnie warrior^s stee^h Give luc tliia mcLfe^ sl^e 
hi the most viiliiable» and t prefer her to aU. ^ “My 
daiighter'in-hiTV la, though yoimgi prudent enough, 
said Hnru^gay* This pleased him, he liecumc recoii' 
ciled tfi licr, gave her the tnnre, and the Tnung bride 
fell at the fcel of heir parents, and gave the usunl 
greeting. A beautiful tent was erected m^r llii^ old 
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people^ btid tl)e tJcwljr*nmrrioii dwi!)| tlicreuii and 
iht* iviftt of Kugnid orvlerwl hur ^n'lERto to attend 
to the rUesiiut tture an iJii* npjdu of their vye. They 
then (lug u deep n^cesu*, eoverod it with gnusia, and 
tliere tJie ui^ire wriia pti&tcctctl and well fiMl. Durifig 
the night n fire waa Iigiiii>d mmuiuI. Forty daya 
pui«!«d mwl the nmre brought forth n eolt, a Httlo 
hoy stallion. The eervimts mn immediately to up* 
prise the lady, and flumatided n reward for the joyfttl 
in tel licence. “ Wait another forty daj^'' she till* 
sw-ered; “take great care of die stalUoiif give him 
plenty to eat nnd drink.” The servonti* nheyed, and 
wlieii the ap 2 >ointe<l time was passed ih«y retamed to 
their mistress, wlio iufortned Un-ni tliat from ilmt 
moment tliey were all free, and coidd go where they 
wished. A* for Uie young ttilt, a silk noose of forty 
Git horns w'HB prepared,—they fed liiiu on pure barley^ 
milk, mid ktshuiish (a kind of dry nuain), and be 
grew up with Kiigaul. It hapjiencd at this time that 
the Khiin fchiet of the KirghisJ emue on ii visit to 
the old Huruzgay, and when ho saw Khaidstieg and 
the wife of Kunaui they jJuflseU him m miich that he 
fell senseless to the ground. They brought him Imok 
to life, ouiJ prefwred food for all. Tiny nil set to 
work to cut mnit for nushbimiiak (a Kirgliis dish). 
The Khmi did the liume, but whilst his hands were 
occupied his eyes admired tfie knsjtiful women. He 
became infhuiieil vrith n mighty jiossion, and could 
not rum jus looks away from her face. So absorbed 
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waA li« that lie did not even renuirk, tluii instead of 
cuttioi; meat he bad cut hla oitti fitigcr, and did not 
diKwver lliift for some ni'iiiut4a. A ware of it, Le be- 
ciiUie Bu ushnmed tluit he could cue nothLig,* and not 
to displease bis host he nuitk boUef us though lie were 
tJistiug the dishes. He twk leave quickly, and re- 
tanied home wit h a concenlod longing in Us heart 
lianlly hud he reaclietl it when lie gathered his friends 
mid relutires together, and consulted with them on the 
means be shouhl take to renwfve Eugaul, and become 
juissesstd of his wife and his sister. Every body sold 
that he could not kill him, for he was for too great s 
hero. 

Btxt they devised another plant they resolved to 
sciiJ Kiigaul agiuiist a hostile liordc with the conuaumd 
ifl bring the Klum, who was there ruling, alive or 
deoil. This iilea pleased the love-lorn Khan. People 
assured him tluit the envoy coiihl not return under 
tpii years, and it wiis Indeed very prebohle that he 
might periidi. They sent for Kugaal immediately, and 
gave him the Instmctieiw. lie returned home to 
Lis ooul and related to his wife tlie commoiida he had 
received. *^Kot on this occouni docs he send thee, 
replied she, “I know the feelings of bis heart. Ti hen 
lie was here he was seized with a [mssionate longing 
for me and thv aistert he will have us and send the® 

• 'm. rtmr «]ttMMl« wn* ia Uw rantfuit <rf Vttiuf tnO Zakifc^ wlm 
Zuleiklim’i friflul* bL llu Bn bO Biloniihed It tlut of Xmlf 

itutcoil of Jianiic pooi^ffJBMtn btrflltw Uwnk ll«y rat off Ui* •ItU liftif 
Ooftn. 
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fitTHj*, SO thflt thou mnyest die; lni( thou hast thine 
hiirse, djmi const not fid), unly rotiim tiiiickly,'* 
Kii^iil flcpnrted, and only took with iitni hia servants 
flnd his iiorse, nnd travelled over uumy steppes, until 
at last he reached the hostile border. Ten years, 
perhaps, tnore or Itass, he travelled, I do not know 
exofitlyr At last bis horse stop|»cd, ICugnul prtaaed 
him on, but the aniiuid saddenty be^iOD to spcitk with 
t human voice, ** Com|ie3 me not to fttlvance further, 
we oro near the enemy. Take uiT my hrtdle and 
saddle, I will go thither and ace how many they arc 
in number," Ivugaiil obeyed Ilia horse, which began 
to roll on the ground, and by this moiitis to increase 
hia strength more than by dm Imat tiwd. Then he 
rose, shook himiurll^ neighed, chnngwl into a bird, mid 
flew up into the clouds. Thus he flew for three days. 
At last he returned and .said, There arc more eite^ 
micji than liairs in my matie or tail. Consider well 
whut thou dost. Wilt thou fight or return?*' Kugaul 
was not terrified. He Icfi bis servants witii the com- 
numd that they should await him on tluit spot. “ If 
you hear of my fall," continutd liti, “ licar the news 
to my wife end my mother.'* lie then fdTiicod aw 
earnest prayer to t;o«J for help, and departed. The 
enemy surrounded him, but iio iiemiittcd not himself to 
be conquered. His horse was n great help to blm, for 
hardly did one of the enemy take aiiu at him with his 
gun than he changed into an ei^tu and flew far awav 
with Kugntil towards the heaven. If he were threatened 
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with on arrow, rlie honM ititd a. 8|4tirt¥iw luid 

disap|ieftn><l iuiu>n" iUe grass likt? a mmH ball. Kiigaul 
fought thus iiiaiiv aud ut lost slow and O-Kter- 
miimteU all tin; lut'u of tlii* rac^i, curried off tho 
w'omcti, children^ cattle, and possessions with liim, 
brought (lieni to the place when* he luul left liU 
aemutts, comniaixleil flietn t<j convey tlic booty home, 
and he hirnselr rode forwurd on his fidtliful steed. 
On and on he juurueyed for a long tune. One 
evening, however, his horse would go no furthiT, did 
notluDgf ftiid petrified p Kugtitil disfiioiiiiled miii 

Iny dciwti lo tli^i nxomlfjg be awoke, 

approached his liorae* and perceived that be was 
shedding bitter twirSp Wluil dost thuii oil^ my good 
iiorse/^ iiujuircd KuguuJi **wliy dost thqii weep?’ 
A Ills, wbv sliould 1 uot weep!^^ imHivored tJie liorse^ 
thi^ Lf Ujc wlicre onec I tri^ttod in nay silkeu 
litJter* Here wo^ nUo our aonl, and now tliorc is not 
EL trace rcTOfliiiing of it, all ib destrt'pyod* Ancl be 
be^an Again to off tiiy saddle and 

bridle, let tne take rest, and so rocniit niy &t.rt:rJigtIi, 
and 1 ¥iiE imike enquiry as Ui tbc door of alJ tliia, luicl 
discovitr thy cnemv/*^ 

Kiigaul twk the saxldlc oJid bridle off the lionie; he 
Ix^gan to roll iitrcHb^ mid when he hail regained strength 
he Ilia head, toot a deep breath with his {lower- 

fill nostrih. Mo Umndedi cliangt‘d into a bin It ii^id 
flew up into the air* UtJ flew tbTOc day a, without^ 
however^ di&covi?ringanything, and was already t>ji tlie 
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puint of ratuming, on tlie oppmiio idde, he dis¬ 

covered the aouls of [he Kliiui. llitliet he dlrectccl 
Ilia course; fleiv over ihe tents and docks, and saw 
evefything. Ko one guessed that tfje birii was Ki>gnur« 
horse, only the wife of (he htTo (iSatyr) had a prc- 
BCiitiuiGiit (hat fionie one coming to her, and nigh 
at hand, which idea she comnmnicateil to her sister. 
The bir*l returned to Kogaoi, related what he had ecco, 
that the h han lia<l carried off hts wife and sister, token 
his (lucks, compelled hia fiither to collect tezek (a 
fuel made of nuuiuFe), Eds mother to tend tlie sheep, 
rheheuse Exgon to weep alVenli. Kugaul pni 3 'cd (tcsI 
to come to hts a’salstanee, so tlint he might punLdi fits 
insulting ibe. Ife then commanded the horse to am* 
vey him forthwith to Ids mother, Jlu departed, and 
Boon (bund hiir in the steppe, occupied in tending the 
sheep. lie threw himself into her anns. “ Why dost 
tliou thus embrace me?" said the giXMl old a'oman; 
*• can it Ixs tlmt tSmu art tnj son ?" ** If 1 am not thy 
am I not worth as much m he?’* “Oh, no; tione 
in the steppe U worth as mucdi as mj’ aon." ** Have 
you no news of him?" “1 do not know where he is. 
The Klum has despatched him agoinat a hostile people; 
aince that time I have never heard talk of him. Only, 
to-day it appears to me time I heard the noise of his 
horse's wings; but I do not know whether it was rvallty 
or a trick of Sata^^ » And b it lung since thy Kugaul 
depnrtetl ?” “ ^ ee, yes; a long, Itujg, very long time.*’ 

But 1 am Kugsul hiniiself, Host thou not rccogniae 
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me?'* Theolil witmiwi loot&l at hba ittoreawetitlvclyt 
iia<i she did not rccojrfiiBe tiim, and ^aul: ilntu 

art' ijnt Kii^uit; hitt it'tliou art l»w eom|ini)toft, or if 
tiiou kmiwi'itt au}'ituii^ uf Lim, iJikji S{>cn1c. But do 
not (iRceivu oil*— do not tormont tut*.*' *’ 1 am Ktiginil," 
cried the ts<m> ‘‘ [( was my hor-'W that tiew'over ihy 
head this iLiv." But liic old woninii vms atili iiicn)- 
duloiis, 1 la nskerl Imr if Kngnul liud m» birih-^inark, 
and Fiiie ropilvih tluit tw liad a black Jjiwit oii liis shoulder, 
big fts ft hand. Ho then asked his motlicr to nib 
his shoulfler (u common habit among the Kirgbis). 
“But,*’ ihe old woman i-ejilicd. “the sheep will run 
alxmt in all directiomi, and the Kliau will lasit toe; for 
ha uften l>cat 9 me; tii*, then, and let me nioiuigc mj 
flocks.'* But he mmated and ptve.ssed, nnd said, that if 
they wif^ied to bcut her, he would protect her. At 
last tJic old wotnmi ciuisented. Site tottk off tlic khnlat 
(upper garment) and tlie slurt, mid proceeded to tub 
his shoithlers. She twreeived the black spot large ns a 
man's hand, threw herseif on the neck of theyoungtnan, 
and cried out, **Thoii art EugaulTtiiou art m)' Kugiml;'* 
and she wept for joy. “ Did you not, then, recogruse 
me, motlier?" said Kugaiil. “Is it, tliuii, bo long a time 
that I have bceti? And you, my poor dear mother, 
how altered you sre I Y ou have grown old and gT^yt 
■nd your eves are Ted with tears/* And he embraced 
her, weeping. ‘*I knew not toy cliild,* replied hia 
mother; “how long you have been absent! But the 
Khan has attacked our »oul, carrieil off iby »rife and 


376 


«KKTCJti;5 ur C^THAL AljtA. 


mter, aii<i all f)ur effects, muf nc!ili]cf>d thy fstlkcr wiii 
myself to be h'ls sluves. 1 liuvc been constantly ex- 
|MH:t!iii' tbec; but. 1 have lost oil meinoiy; I ouiuiit 
tell liow ]nn^ s time lias passed. I Eoicm only that if 
is a tanfr time, u very long time, ilLst thim luifti left 
Tia.** “^Be tmjiquil, mother,” snid Kuguulj “ the evil 
days are temixonting, and oil begins lutew to go right. 
Gal will nid me. llclurn to the aiiul; hasten to get 
in thy sheep, without paying attentioti that it ia yet 
early. If uny one i[ii|uirt;a about me, eay that 1 sm 
not lar off; hut not a word more.” He took leave of 
her, end went liis way. The old woman rctnmed to 
the aoul, but she did not walk ju usual, — she ran; 
slie, who o<iutd hardly before catch n lomb, now cho.’^ 
three or fbur at once,—so inuclt liud her strength im* 
proved. Ihe Khun remarked it, and »t»1 to those 
fUK>iinil him: '^That idd wife of Buruzgay must have 
received inte-lUgence of her son,” Fit* Ap[)roaclted her, 
aufl <i»estLotu.<d her about her son. “ He k here,—he 
is comci,” replied the old mother. You will not he 
able henceforth to make me suffer any more.” She 
spoke boldly ; for her interview with her son had filled 
her heart with joy and hope. Tlie Ktau turned pale with 
firight, and eoott he perceived £ugaul, who, mounted 
on hie celebrated steed, advanced to him. Kugaul 
atf-tpped at some distance, tlien apokc, without desccud- 
ing from hui horse. “ You have deceived me, you 
wished to get rid of me, to carry off my wife and 
sister. I thought that you acted lovuUy with nut, and 
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went out at thy biddmg as a true man. But thou art 
only a houii<U ft jWTjiirwl mlijcnwif, n roblier. We 
munt reckon. But wluit !<hiJl 1 j^sdii hy tijy etilitory 
lieiith. They would say^ that Kuj^tih the Biityr, has 
only killwl tltc KJiuti. Gruhef, then, thy amy together,” 
And the Khim tiegged of htm to grant liim three days to 
iL'isemhlo 1 1 b people. Kupi ul consented, and deported. 
The RLun sent his OTvlera int«> sill the ])<)ub of Kls 
htjnle, and drew togetlier o Ifti^ armament of Ids 
people nmund him. KugnnI prayed meanwhile to God- 
At the day apfioltitctl lie came, and said: You are 
my Klion; 1 wLU not shoot first at you,—-you begin,” 
The Khan shot: misacil his aim. “ [ wiU not yet 
shoot at thee," w«d Kugtiul; ‘^gather together thy beat 
marksmen, and oommaTid them to shoot uguinat tiief 
if tliey do not hit me, then 1 will slioiit.” Tiie beat 
nuirkfimen. of die Khan stepped out cf tlie rants, and 
shot. Each shot un arrow at Kiigaul, but his horse 
tmtisformeil himself into an cugk% then into a lark; 
protected him ngainst nil the shots, by raifling huuself 
up vTt the cloiide—uuii AgninM all die nrrowa, by cruuoL- 
ing ilown in the grass of the stepjie. They could not 
hit him. Three days Kugftul permitted them thus to 
sluxit against him. On die fonrili, he said to the 
Khan : ‘"Well, flince yon are my umstcr, you have shot 
ngahust me,—j'ou and your sen'ants, for three days. 
Now comes mV tuni.” ** Ho what you like,” said the 
Khan. Rugaiil placed the best hunter, and then two 
archers, and the Khan himself in a line behind them. 
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He plHC«4 oppo3iti> to tltem, luid, timilng to 

his hcirac, said: “Mv trao stoed, I'tst firm now, and 
dian^e not thj* pusitinn, in onitT tliat I may, with a 
flinglo arrow, kill utl foitr.'* Tlin Ikirst; iittiy<*d still ss 
A stone, Kii^itl drew the string with nil liis ntight; 
the orivw wont tlirongh hiintAnuui, archet^ and the 
Khun blrnself. When the ]X30|de snw that the Khan 
WHS dead, they nut uway on all rides. K i igtiu 1 foUi twetl 
them, lie rciiL'lied, on tuirs<‘l>itck, now rh'u one, tlien 
tluit one, fivtm the heiglit of the ctniids; and ull tlmt 
he struok, died. At last he gave over hU work of 
extermination. He retTinied to his aoul, found thiTQ 
his [tannits, hla w'ife, ami sister, luid seuual on the peak 
sessions of the Khan. Among the womiiiu and ehltdren 
that the serviinta brought in, them was the <lHUghter 
of the Ivlmn. KugHiil ttsik lii-r lor his second wife. 
He iimrried his sister, Khiinisliek, to a very rich K han 
of a neiglilajiiring tribe, atid he lirniseU" Itecame also 
Khan . 

So ends tile stoiy. The old people nay (added Moiir- 
Mikny) that nil this is Ihr exact initli, and that all the 
events hnpjicned in the step|ies. 1 did nor see them; 
hut we must iielievo wliui the old iieoplc Idl iw. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

RIVALRY BETWEEN RUSSIA AND 
ENGLAND IN CENTRAL ASL\. 


It (a thmj ycurs ago since, En the closing chapter of 
mj' 'I'mvela in Centml Aain, I expressed my suriirise 
ami dlssiitisfiietton «t the iiiiliff(*rt!iic;e of Engliabmea 
tewords Kiisaian programs in those regions. I then 
intlicated not only the exact course of RitMian pro- 
cc<!ure on the Yaxanes,hut also its steadily siipfwimh* 
iiig indue nee on British Iiiitift. Alistaining purposely 
frijin »11 ihr-rettehiiig i>olitical reflections. I as 
brief and ctuiciso as possible, iiud could hardly have 
believed that the tinnssuming rernarta of a Eurofioim, 
just returned home from AsimAvguld be found worthy 
of elijiser ootiaideration. Neverthuleaa, these few lines 
were disettssed and dwelt upon by almost even' organ 
of the Kugliflli and Indian press, from the Tltnts to 
the Bmtjal Hirkani. Only a very small proportion 
of those variotis joumiila attached itacif in any mcaaure 
to my Ideas; die moat of tliem, on the contrary, re¬ 
jected my good counsel; fuid without directly ridicul¬ 
ing my jiulgmcnt, raised fhim all sides a loud-sound¬ 
ing Hofiannidi over the happy cliangif in English poll- 
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ticiaiTS, vrtio, lesA sliort-sightecl tiow tbaii ttmy 

were tliirty years buckt dijscovei’ed in the advance of 
the only o diAUgTeeable event ; nay, "wonlil 

even rv^rd H with pUiisuru, and ciy' success to their 
march southward over the si)«w*c»ppe<l [Kiiks of thi< 
Hiiidti'KuAh JUid tlie EiiinuluyaA. 

In tliese thrttc years, however, a ^cat chatige has 
taken place. Far thotigh 1 tie from wishing as an 
e^«dervuih tti exult over the fultiliawit of my pio- 
phecitiS, still I cannot help referring to the linea in 
which 1 Itappened to [irockim the prtigress of the 
Riisidau arms. \\’hilc! 1 was in ConitraJ Asia the 
furthest ont*po8t« of the Cossacks lay at Isulc-RchUn, 
tbirty*tWD miles frotii Tashkond, Forts 1, 2, and S, 
on tlie T axartes, it actually coiK^uered, were not yet 
wholly in safe kcefdng. On the north of Khokond, 
too,—on tlte west of tlie Isslkkol luid the Nnrin, the 
Court of St. Petersburg could show but few tokens of 
siiceass, Tlie Kirglm were embittered and hostile 
to the strange intruders, and tlie tFisbeg tribes ou the 
tiorthern frontier of Itliokand would then liavc deemed 
u KuabLui occuputioii equivnic-nt to the destruction of 
the world; so much did they hate and scout the Un* 
believers. Tlirtm years liove poitoed, and what has 
happened in that time? Hot only hasKhodju-Ahmed' 
Yesevt, that holiest {latron of dm Kirghiz, l>econie a 
Kussko subject in llazreti*Turkestan; not only has 
Tnshkend, the most important tnuling town, die great 
mart of Central* A static mid Chinese trade with Russia, 
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been absorWt! into tlm northern Colossus; not only 
does the Ftu-'tsuui ll»g from ihv cituflel of Khod- 
jend, the second town of importnnee in Khgkantl; it 
may now be also stifii on the smiill fortress of Znuun^ 
Orateand Djissog. The dreaded Russ has set 
himself up as lord-protector in the eosturu K-Imnut of 
Tiirkeatmi: the llazret, the Kluui, ideo die Uasret 
or High Priest of Nameugiuif striTe for the fiwour of 
one who, but a year before, would have filled their 
verj’ tireami* with mortal terror. Nay, not Khoknnd 
only, hut tlie Tadjik population alm> throughout Bok* 
haru mill Khiva, the great number of fireedmeo. and 
slaves in sorvjce, and even the wealthier merchants 
from Moot tan oud other [wirts of India, who onto 
tremblwl beforo the (Ibibog |K>wer, now whisper de- 
lighteilly Into laich other's ears that the Riissuum are 
slowly drawing nearer, mid tluit tEjibeg lordship and 
fEzbeg absolutism are coming to on end. 

For three years have these inetaiiioqthrjiies in tlie 
uoflis-countwries of Turkestan been carried on with sure 
and stcuidy hand from the lianks of the Neva. Aa an 
ere while traveller, for whom diose- sfjots bud been full 
of uitcreHt from my youth up, I haiJ alrwidy kept, 
albeit from n distance, a watchful eye on all that went 
on miiitlst the plaina of Ihc ^ axarica, I devoured 
alike the ne.wapDper rejiorts and the scanty notices 
which tny fellow pilgrims from Turkestan comiuu- 
nlcated to iiiu through their westward journeying 
brethren. Tliat I took a hearty interest in every- 
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^11 fiutprise no one, little an tlie attcmnct^s of 
tlte ^Ti^lLuh press itiLtl the writin^sfs af Bntish Indifin 
diplouuiti&ts (luring these ocenjrencefl ctalmeil my hill 
att^iiition. To the prophecies of the ueither 

the one pfiTly nor the other gave a thought. The 
note erf MtiuJactiun siruck tliroe years before was kept 
up without fl break. People were no longer couteut 
with the liare assertjoTit that Kussian progress in 
Central Asia was a thing to weJct.Hnei^ but tried thcEt 
utmost to show cotiymcing grounda for f hat assertioni 
m order to represent the sucetss of th^r Miiscovite 
arms as tenilxpg more ond more profitiibly for Kngliidi 
interests. 

To solve this problem the more Itappily, to convince 
all thoughtful EngliKbmen the more utiatiswerahly of 
tlie profit to be gainer] frum Ru^suui successes, the 
(juestioTi WES del^ated by ii bglit whicdi wats sure to Im? 
equally welcome to all t!ie different classes. The 
scientific world was informed by the learned Pre* 
Aidant of the Royal Gectgmphiea] Society touch big the 
excellent service rcndcretl to science; at huge 1>y the 
trigonometrical, geogrojiliicuh Eiul geological socmtics 
of Rusele. lluEsiaji voyages of disco veiy were €iX 2 i]te<] 
above everything j Russian ficliolurs wore dal tied; rwiv, 
it was only lately tliat even Vice-Admiral Butakoff 
waa presented wiUi the hu^e gold medal fi>r his dis¬ 
coveries on the Sett of Ami. Soda! Refi>rmer«, on 
the contrary, were tough t to ooEUpare Turf nr savagery 
with Russian CivUlsation. Tlie picture which 1 my- 
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frcif dr^sw of Asm yrds eontnistcid vnth tlje 

youtig Ruik^m of tonliiV J the muimcipatioji ol* 
the Kiisshoi oTide 3 voiiJ*si flfter national cnli^Utejuiiisiit^ 
the greiit choisge iti nmiinei'^^^ the nuglitj stridi^^ by 
whiidi Eiisaia wo;^ jappttmtihUig England hi civUbed 
ideas, were idl brought into tJie foregrotujd \ lUid in every 
tliread of tKifi tisaiie was expreasion given to the great 
Li&efulaeBfi of Ktisaian supremacy in Ashi- The tnullng 
world was shown the ad^'Bntage wbicli must accrue 
&x>rn safe means of communicatioti, now that Rusaiaii 
anna are on the pomt of snioothiug a wity thmugli tlte 
mhospitahle steppes of T UJ'kestan towards Indio. Some 
jounialat indeed, >vere onried ao tiir away by their 
zeal oa to pciint out to the honest workmen of Birming¬ 
ham, Siieffield, Manchester, that only Bn^lkh 
wares and EngHfih capital would trEVel to tiuil fro 
along the new Kus^ian eommereijil to Cent ml 

A^ifi, Even the military class hud n fritmdly wonl 
whispered into its ear. To the s^jus oi llar^i h was 
needful to represent a Russian invasaofi ot In din iia a 
ridiculous bugbear. From eveiy stand-jxiuiL iiiora!, 
phy^iicah atrategicidi wm such an atteitnpt pruvtd to Iw 
on impossibility. Uow, mdeed, could Rn^ln over* 
ccitne the enonnous difficulties of those pirelie<l steppes 
that stTCtcheil week after week before herj how mti^er 
the warlike Afghans, or win thitsugh the tlftsuled 
Khyber Pass? And even it she succewlfid in tluit 
also, how roughly would ahe not be httJ idled b)* riiL 
Eritkh Lioii. who would Ik waiting kisurely for her 
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in bis luxurious polimkefn? Nny, c-vcn to the Church* 
thiit mightiest of English levers, should a lulhihy Iw 
chonted forth. People hintetl at a happy union he- 
tweea tile Orthodox Chiircl) of Russia uiid tliat of 
Engloud. Dr, Nomijui Mucltfod ia an authority; and 
bis oiy, “The Greek Church b not yet lost,” ims 
aroused the hopes of many," and very learned church 
dignitaries hiive looked forward with blissful smiles 
to the moment when tiie tliree-fold Greek Cross aludl 
rise from the Keva u]> to the proud dome of St. Paul's 
in Loudon, for the kiss of bintlicrhood, und tliu two 
united churches shall become a powerful wea{)on. 
agunet Papal idcaa. 

Independent puiuphleta and thundering newa|iaper 
aiticlcK alternated on tiio field of this ipiesrion with 
the- expofdtJQUft ahove-named. TJie warning voice of a 
small minority could not succeed in making head 
against the Optimiats, agninst thi.>se a^iostles of the 
new political doctrine. Sir neuty RawUn.son, wiiosie 
perfect conversance with the ctrcuiustanees of that 
region no one can dispute, u tdan whose practical ex¬ 
perience is at One with his theoretic insight, has Iiere 
and there in the Quarterly JieiTjeic pointed out the 
errors of such speculations in solidly written essays; 
and though, os doubting any ultimate derign of 
Russia up<m Indio, he protested ogniruit oil actual in¬ 
terference, merely hhunliig the indifference ubovc- 
mentinned; srill Ids words ptuised nnheeded of the 
multitude, t might well say to mvoclf tliat where 
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fUl Ai^tliority carW-S no weightr uw pue^nt words 
^oiild but travel a very short I thtretore 

slow to and 1 ^ludii^d this mo* 

mentoiss quefitiun in aU its a^pwti?.. tuid examiiieil it 
fmiu fTiius.v sidtis wdth inijiartinl evi^^ i decmtMl it j>os- 
fiiblc to not only to the statesmen of Eiiglaiid, 

bill u> tha&e of all Eiinopcs how thtally the Lahluet of 
Su diinies em in its way ot lixjfciiijy at the matter; 
and liow this clierished indifference* b not only hiirttal 
m l^nglbh interestii, but becomes a deadly wea[Km 
wherewith Great Britain com mils a suichie uiiheard 


of in history. 

How it happens that 1% who by mee am neither 
Eiijjibh iK>r ilossian. havo taken so wann au interest 
in tliifl matter^ b imiinly nccouuted for by the fact of 
my rcffartling tlie collbion of the:se two Coli‘*s^d in 
Asia less from tlie ^^tambpoiiit of their mutual rivdr3\ 
limn from that of the interests of Europe at 
Whether England or Russhi get the mivantage, which 
of tile two will iTecotne cliict arbiter of the old world s 
desimieSr cjiti never l>e to tts an iudiflferimt niatter; for 
widelv fis these twii [Kvw'ers differ froni each other in 
their clMitacUT as chaiiueb of Western civilbatioi^ tiot 


less widely do they tmolher in any 

future reckoning up iff the issues of their smigple. A 
|>assing ghmee^ on the one hundf at the TartarSp who 
have lived for two Imndretl years luider Rufiebii rule, 
on the other, at the millions of British subjects in 
Indla^ might teach us a usifful from the post on 
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this point. Thin, however, imiy be resented for Ister 
invostij^tion. For the present we wUJ oniy AflSrin 
thiit the question of a rivjiity bi<tween these two Nonli 
Europcoti powers in Central Asia concerns not only 
EugBsIunen anU Russiuns, but every Euro^Hian as well; 
uay, mure, it deserves to be studied with interest by 
eii'ei^' tiiougbtfVd person of our century,* 


1, Russian Cosqcekts in Cestkai. Asia t>D&iNu 

THE LAST THREE TEABS. 

birat of all we will recount the historical &ota of 
the Russuui war of conquest during the iasi three 
years. Instead ol going into those details about the 
cantjSiiignA of Perovaki, Tchemtueff, and Komttuovski, 
wJiich were recorded partiy in Mitchell’s book* “The 
Husaians in Central ABhi,“ partly in several solid 
treatmee in tlie QmrUrl^ and the Edinburgh Beclete, 
or into the slender notices which luiye trickled out 
into pitblicity from the RuSs^Iim State-Cabinets, or 
tliose yet eeaiirier tioticea wbich were revealed by 
liighly-f*ud English spies iu Ce.ntml Aria, we would 
cast only a hurried ghuioe at events, in order to ac- 
quoiut the reader with the latest |>ostUFe of Rasriau 
anus in Central Asia, 

■ Cp I# ihi* ii|«iiMltl t]»8 JB*n« dt* IW Vmifrr. «r all Iba 

liotBlal pw, ba* bnni^t o«a two iiiMiil utittia « ChrmI *■!»- TIm Snt, 
viihMi aci acbwiatedi^ IwMJillg, pointa out flm ontiiaJ ctHiditmw of tha 
a{?nw!iuB« conlliiiti tb» wo oaii , hnfauad aah « 

lb* Miw of tb« Kn^itiib optmau j for Swftf *bi«h I would not M.n,. 
*^'**^’ ^ ™* *tl*d Miami jBoatgm ftwm 111^ book u liu oau pa o|w r i J 
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So Slicct&sfiillv liRtl the Eassifm operations Ije^n 
started in Central Asist tlmt after a brilliant over- 
throw of the Eir^his, they entered first on tlie con- 
qiiest of Khokand, in order to gain firm foothold in 
the three Klianat^. In those eastern parts oi the 
three oajgis'Coiuitries of Turkestan the social oitler hue 
always been relatively least, tlie religioua ciilture 
weakest, laal the mitipathy to warlike enterprises most 
Htrong, These were accomjjanied by mtemol dis- 
orJera, for while the Khorljaa through tlieir inroads 
into Chinese territory on the east of the Kluiiiai wejn? 
Hlways encoimtering the risk of a collision with China, 
which in bygone centuries did soujetimes enatte, the 
greedy Aineers of Bokhiim from the west liave con* 
tinuolly Inir) the country waste with their wfanton lust 
of conquest. Before the capture of Ak*Mcslidjid the 
nearing columns of llie mighty liuss on the tiortli 
liad but little place in the bazaar-talk of ISHmengan 
and KJiokand. At tlie time of iho tulscarrlnge of 
iVi'ovski’a exjrtsditioii Mehemod Ali Elian was seated 
on the throne. He was Wlovctl and honoured, and 
the daitzlcd masses were much too wanting in ideas 
of coiiquesrt, to think seriously of self-defence against 
the tlireatenuig foe on the north, or of Conolly a pro* 
jectiHl ulUa ncp ^rith Klni'a. Kot till after die dcatli 
of Mehemed All ensued the loll ol Ak-Meshdjid, the 
fipt^t serious wound in the Kluuiat’s existences and the 
Russian success was all the ttrier, because at that 
lime their fighting powers w-cre crippled, on one side 
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by till* fit-roL' conflicT Kirjjliis And Kiptcfaaks 

ill the Iiititrior of the KliAinit, Aiid liy the fin*t Attempt 
of Veli-KlMui'Tiire against KoiiligiAr on the other. 
The Blormhig ooltinms of the Rui?jjions against the 
Klioknndlnii histncsscs on either shore of the Ytixartes 
Itittve Jio CMUfu* to coiii|ilniii of otiwardice, although the 
thousands of Khokandian worrioni mentioned in tbo 
Russian uceounts seem tf* rest on an over^iceen eyo" 
sight. 

After the capture of the last-named place, or, to 
speak nitire Ci>rrectly, after a s^’sfematic restoration of 
the chain oi fortresses along the Vaxartea, on 'n'hooe 
Water* the steamers of the Ami flotilla could now 
move freely aliout, the Rusaiati jtower advanced with 
strides os gigantic as those with which Kiioknnd, 
through the contiinioiLS urorking of the causes abov^ 
mentioned, continually fell away. The line of forts 
offisred not oiily security* against Turkestmi, but was 
also u pwi'trful bulwark against the Kirghiis who, 
being ut length surrotmded oii aU sides, could not so 
easily raise into the saddle an /sAerf,* as the last luiti- 
Rusrian chief styled himself during the Crimean War. 
Thcncetortb tliu work of occujiation was pursued by 
the Court of bt. I^eteisfau^g with Its wonted cneigyj 
and not till botit the army cor|ia, which were oftemting 
from the Chinese frouder to tlie Issik-kal, ^ro the 
Sta of Arid along the Yoxortea, liod drawn together 

■ whkih Lbc ^iiMiuu imiuiiiHt Jwi, in * *t*a.*i cofitw^ 

Itvn “ tuh IftbnrtRH^a,^ ultinh 
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south BiTuvla from the noj-tU^^t fuui tlic north-west 
at Aulin Ata, (ffo/y Father^ an ancient pUce of ]>tl- 
^rtntutge,) did Kussian dj[jloiiuicy deem it nece^suiy 
to announces, in a despatch signed by Prince Gort- 
ahakoff on the 2l5t Xoveinber, 1864, that the go- 
vemment of the Tzar Iiad at length obtatneJ its long- 
cherished desire to remove tlie boundary line of its 
possessions from the Ul-dobned region of tiie Sandy 
Desert to the intiabiiod portiou of Tiirfcestim: ibat the 
policy of aggression was now at an end, and that its 
one single »Ttn in the future would be to demonstrate 
to the neighl>ouring Tartar states, with regard to tlieir 
hidependence, that Rnsaiit was far frt^m ))euig their 
foe, or iiididging in ideas of conquest, ic. &c. 

Tliat no Cabliiet save tije English jilaccd any more 
faith ill such asimrances than tht* Itussian Minister 
himscli^ it is easy enough to itnngtne- The lale of 
ever-TecurriiLg conquests &oia ramjuiaht'd stutea has 
long lieen notorions. \Vc have insttince^ thereof in 
eveiy page of the world’s Listort^^ in eveiy age in 
whicii some power bus set about eaJargiiig itself. p|uat 
tis the Eugluih are vioitdy ajadogising for Lord Dul- 
housie’s thirst for annexation, or absorption in India, 
aoare all Russ'um notes comjioaed in a stmiti of over¬ 
flowing politeness. It is only the iintuml course of 
things; and the court of St- Petersburg was right, 
could not indeed do otherwise, after setting up a 
govermnent in Turki^tun, than foUow the southern 
course of the Yitxartes j tuid J*» the wiiste stepja* 
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formed at the first no defensible frontier, neither could 
the thinly-peopled neighbourliood of Tcherakcnd and 
lliuret funmli a better one. There was need of a 
well-inhAbited region, to provide against 1>eing de- 
Tiendetit merely on the meauB of communication from 
Orenburg amt Scnu|tahitit]sk. Tlierefore wn* Tash- 
kend, rich and fertile Toshkend, doomeil to incorpora¬ 
tion in Hussian territ^ny. 

It would be a profitless waste of time to quote os 
the main cruise of the Russian occupation of the last* 
named town, oa the 25th June^ 1865, the moving 
history of the petition of the Tashkend merchants, of 
the numerous deputation that came beseechingly to 
the Russian camp, to obtain the shelter of the two* 
heade^l E^le, whom the Central Asktica call tlie 
<i^drr<kitc, a bird not greatly beloved of yore, Tash* 
kend, which from- time immemorial, lived at feud with 
the masters of Khokand, was latterly very much en* 
raged, because ifcs darling Khmlamr was twice driven 
from his throne. To endamage tire douiiiiaat in- 
fiuence of the Kliirgis by means of Rnaaian supremacy, 
Wftfl for it a welcome idea; but it is not at all likely 
that the supremacy itself should have been generally 
desired. 

Russia has absorbed Taahkeud, because she deemed 
it indispensable as a firm bnsi: for further operarions; 
not, however, with a view to erecting therewitli it bul- 
work against possaeeions already secured. Still it was 
through Toshkend that the court of St. Petersburg 
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liftd emliroiled itflelf m hostilities with the Khanat of 
Bokhura. The Ameer, os we know, had earued for 
hiuiself, through hLs campaign of 1863, tlie nominal 
right of suzerainty over the weatem part of Turkestan; 
onct though alter His departure e\^rything fell bfuds 
into the old. rut of Kipfchafc kwlessuiesa niid party wtir- 
fare, he still thought to make good his right over all 
KhokanJ. He therefore wrote the commandant of the 
newly-con*|uered town a threatening letter, in which 
he summoned him to ^Tn^ite the fortress. This, how* 
ever, gave small concern to the Russian general; and, 
hearing that Colonel Struve, the famous a-stronoaier, 
whom be had sent to Boktnira for u friendly settle¬ 
ment of the affair, had been forthwith tuken priaoneri 
he hurst forth on the 30t}j Januoty, croasetl the Ynx- 
artes at Tiiidikfnti with fourteen companies of foot, six 
scjuadrons of Cossacks, and sixteen guns, with the pirr- 
pose of going straight into Bokimre and punishing the 
Ameer for the violation of his envoy. 

This design, bowever, mlscarriwl. The Russians 
had to retire, but did so in perfect ortler; end though 
countless hosts of Boklinrions awnitiiefl roimd them on 
every aide, yet flieir los# was too insigmficani to accord 
with the bombastic talcs of triumph which the Bok- 
boriona thereon trnnipetwl through nil Islam, ontl which 
even found their way to us through the Levmidne 
press. General Tchemaieff had excused himself on 
the plea that his hasty advance was intended merely 
to ha^e the movemente of t^ecret English emissaries, 
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Tjbp were stri viug ‘with ail iKiesible zeal after sn Anglo* 
Btikhiifisii alliance, and were ulau tlte nuiin catifie of 
Ilia envov, Colcmel Stnive'a impriaonnient. lu Peters* 
l>iirg. liowevcr, they could not pirdon Jua military 
fuiturG: he was di^plnceil from liialitgli command, and 
fienerttl Romanofakj went oat in liis stead. The luttei* 
iiio%'ed forward with slow but all the more cautious 
Steps. On the 12tJ) April h flock of fifteen thouisitid 
alicci?, escorted by four thuusiunl Bokhariim horsemen, 
was Tuade prize of; aud a month afterwards Uiere en* 
sued, in the ueighboiirluxxl of Tchiniuc, a fierce figlit, 
colled tilt* battlu of Lrdsbar, hi w'hldt the Tartars were 
utterly beaten. Ou the 2oth May fell die small fort 
of Ntui; and ufterwaniti Khodshetul, the tliird town hi 
the Khonat of Khokaud, tvaa token br storm; but not. 
without a hard fight, in which the EussLuis left on tlie 
field u hundred and tliirtydhrec killed and wuunded, 
the Tartars cermhily ten times that number. The 
battle, however, was well wortli the cout, lor the lord* 
fications of this place were better thnn those of Taah- 
kend or of any oUier town in the Khount. This was 
the second resthig-poiut for the Eus^kn nrrmi on Uimr 
march southward j and thmigl) the ** Ritsslan Invalid,” 
in an o^cinl rejiort concemhig further projects, ofilrms 
tluit the conquest of cliut port of Bukhara wliieh is 
severed from the rest of tlieir poBsetsiunsby die stepjies 
could never liecome the goat of Ituosittu operations, 
a-bile for the present it would be entirely profitless, 
yet progress has alrend}' been made over Oratepe, 
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ibrnu|fh the small districts of r>]hm and Yamm, a* 
fiir fis Djiftang; wldht evorywhere importoiit giarriaWTa 
liHve been left behind. 

WluLt hiis hup]ieiied in the KJmiiatof Khokiirnl itself 
during this triunipluLl luttrcli of tlie Russians, is u point 
iiu less worthy of onr attention. The iiiliahltjiiite, ooli- 
sdstuig of noniticls,—tEr.lKfg, iiiid Titdjik or 8art,'—were 
os [iiiich (livided in tlieir Riissioii likings tind dislikes, 
!ift they were ditferent from i^aeli other in raw, condt* 
tion, and pursuits, 'Die warlike, ptiwcrful,, ozid ivi ddy- 
courted Kiptchoka, bcdtig ancient foes of the oft en- 
croaafiitig Bokharhiiis, who wimlcd t*> force ujion them 
the hated Khiidavar Rhan, immediiitely sided mtb the 
Russians. Their friendstiip was for these latter im 
inipurtiuit aci^uisitiou; oud the firtendl}' moviejmcDt 
must have olniidy (legiin, when the ncrth'castem 
urmy-c^jrps came tn contact with tiiein in its forwanl 
stiujrgle from Jbsikkol; for if this hud not btwn the 
case, the Russian advance cm tlmt line would cer¬ 
tainly have been purchased at heavier coat. 

The QL^tfCgs, AS being sA? /wr<: dfjuiituuit race, 

had dcfendeil tiietiiiitilvGa (W well as they could; yet 
with their well-known luck of cimru^e, lirraness, oiul 
endurttitcc, tliey luul hut small succees; anti when they 
begun to reflect that Russian mle would probably be 
no worse a misfortune tJxuu the incessant war with 
Rokluiro, or thdr iiitemal di*i Uriel's, they prepared to 
accotnmodste thomselvcs to inevitable fote. ffnly a 
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latians tmd MoUaIis moititainot} nti imfcnindiKl 
dreAd of BukKam; die dceceiidMits, for extinipb^ of 
ELDc1ja.yimed Yes«vi m Hnzreti-l'urkeatan, who, how> 
eTier, ia all likelihood will atjoji go bach to the bonies of 
their sacred ibrcfaLliers, as the Kuasiaiis assuredly will 
act hinfler them hretn collecting pioiia alms among 
their ptlgriiiia< ^loreover, to the wealthier merchants 
of TashkcTid, to the i^orts and Tadjiks, and a small 
number of Persdiin slaves, tlie Russian occupation 
seemed vfeicome and ad'rantageous; for whilst the 
former expected considemhie profit from the admis* 
Sion of their native town into the Kusaiaii customs- 
ctrcle, the latter ho|>e to be rescued from their oppressed 
cinidition thmiigb the dowiittiJl of tEitbeg ttseoiiduncy. 
As we may see from the correspondence addresseiJ by 
Gcncnd KTiahanofski to u M<j8cow joumal, it whs these 
very Sorts who gave the HnssUns most help. Tlieir 
Aksakals, not those of tlic tEzbega, were t!ie first to 
iiccepr office under tlie Russians. In public places they 
at wEiysap[war by thcsidcofthe Russian officers, harangue 
the people, aiul while Russian churches were getfit^ 
built, aprend about a report tliat Majesty, haviiig 
been converted by u vision tn the night to Isltun, was 
ou the j>oint of making a pilgriiuage to Hazreti'-Tuiies* 
tan. From the length of their commercial intercourse 
with Rui^shi, nmuy of the Tadjiks, especially the Tash- 
keuders, are skilled in writing and sjieakuig Russiim; 
they serve os iuterpreters mid inid(lle*inen, and as 
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many of diGm reach the highest places in the fnfhi^rm 
(courts of justice) and other posts, the maua motive 
of their adliereuce Is easy to apprehend* 

So Ikr lias tt fiired with the nmiii line of opemtions 
ia the Khonat of Khokflnd. On adjacent points Uke- 
wise, both eastern and western, has the work of trnnsr 
forraatiun stealthily Fi^jm Chinese Tiirtary 

we learn, that ever since 1864 the Cliin^ garrisoiift 
have been expelled, and replaced by a nationHl goveTO* 
luent. Fitst came disorders among the rungania, 
presently followed by the deliverance of Khcftcn, Ifar* 
kand, jVtsoo, and Jvashgar; and nlthou^ these dis¬ 
orders tnav have been caused at l>otiom by the tmdi- 
tioiial delight of the Khokandie Khodjus in free plundai- 
ing, still mimy of ns srt iiosltively assured that the 
court of St. retersburg countenanced all thixte revolu- 
tionar)* movements; aye, and ilmt tlie Eiptclioka. who 
are now masters of Karfigar, were helped to win it 
by Russian unm. Such Is the mud prelude to Rus¬ 
sian interference. For a time tbeae mdependent to™ 
are iiennittwl to carry on feuds and warfare sgai^ 
each odier; but it Is easy to foresee that their enmity 
will come to appear dangerous to the peace of the yet 
distant Russian frontier; untl if Imply tlie court of 
Fekhi be in no hurry to reatore order, the Russians 
are very certain to forestal it on that point ere long- 
The English press comforts itself with remarking, timt 
the insuperable barrier of tlie Kuea-Lim mountains 
renders further progress towards Koahmir impossible; 
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and that ttils Russian diverisioii is only for the good of 

Ceutml-Asintic trnde. For the moment, howeFer, we 
will put aalde the discussion of tfaLs (question, preferring 
to ghuive at cluit juirt of Ceirttnl Asia which inclines 
westwaril frtiru Khokand, Albeit engaged in war 
witli Bokliara, Unssia has hitherto made no attack on 
the real territoTy of tluit State, for Djiseng is tlie law> 
fid boundary iKshvwin the fomiGriuid Kliokaud. Alxnit 
this well*known seat of the struggle with Eokharti, 
there is only u diplomatic skirmiHh, which sdll goes 
on, under whose cover the revolution of Shehr-i-Sebz 
liutds its ground. FoTf even if tlie Enssiuii press 
ileuies for the thousandth time all Interference, yet 
the np[^nuice of the Aksaknl of Shehr-i-Selns in Tash’ 
kend cannot be regarded us utumjxiitantr It is, at 
any rate, noticeable with reference to the 'Russian 

r 

pliiiis ill Ehlt'n. The settled pirtiou of the hluuuit 
ppofuir has not yet been touched by Kusainn iiiducnce, 
and only in tJie itorth, since the destruction of the 
fortnws of Klicwtja-Niyns:, on the A axartes, liave souib 
C oseack lutd Kanikal|Kik liordee, skirting tbe caotem 
shore of tilt Sea of And, Wn converted into Russlim 
subjects. 

2, Bussu’fl Futube Poucv. 

Our sketch of Russian progress in Central Asia fur- 
tiishai its own etitlence of the way in which the policy 
of the court of St. Petersburg ^^ill follow out its pur* 
iwse in tJie iuimerliate fiiture. 
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The soulliern, tJierefore the most advanced, 

outposts rest on DjiesaiC* This wonl, in Cent.™! 
Asiatic, meaiiB a hot, Ituniing spot, and its positkai in 
the deep, cutildi'on*likc valley of tiie Ak-T:iu liills en- 
tiroly justiiies the name. Owiii^i its utterly nn* 
wholesome climate, and the great wiuit oi water, tlit 
population of this station on the way to Kliokund ia 
but very small; and thiit the liussuins have selected 
it for a more ahitUng resting-place, I cmiiioi believe, 
ill spite of the aftjreiiamcd asseverations of tlic^ “ lius* 
slan In^'alid," and in spite of the contrary opimon of 
the leai-ned writer of tlie arriele. Central Asul, in the 
“Quarterly Eeview” Not only is it uii nniiealthy 
and barely tenable jMSt; but a leiigtlicned stay here 
must also be acknowledged as most impolitic. I he 
gentlemen wi the bunks of the Neva know well what 
Bokhara is in tb© eyes of all Centrsd Asln, I might 
even say of all Mohamedans. They know liiat on 
the Zer^shim maj- be sooght the special fount of reli¬ 
gious ideas and modes of tliought, not only ibr tlic^mo^s 
of Central Asiatics, but for IwdiuftB, Atghims, Nogay 
Tartars, and other fanatics. In order to achieve a 
grand atrokei the Ameer, wiio styles himself I ririce of 
of tdl true bchev'era, must lie made to recognise the 
supremacy of tlie white Tzari the holy and honoured 
Bokhara, where the air exhales tlie aromatic fragrance 
of the Fatihaond readings from the Koran, most learn 
to reverence the might of the block unliclievcrs; and 
the crowd of crazy fatuities, of religious eiiibusiosts. 
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muet flcknowledge tliat the mfluciiice of the saints who 
itj her $oU is not strong enough to blmit the point 
of the Kussinu bayonet* The fiitl of Bokhara will he 
a fearfal example for the whole Islamite world; the 
dust of her ruins w'il] penetrute tlie fartliest distance, 
like n mighty vraming-ciy. For this must the court 
of St. Petersburg assuredly be striving, and I'eady to 
strive. 

From this stimd^point it is therefore most prol>abte 
that the greatest attention will henceforth be paid 
to the ime of operatiotis from Tashkend, Khodjend, 
and Samarkand. The conquest of the whole Khnimt 
of Ehokand may also follow in time, for that offers no 
special difficulties; hut the chief interest lies in the 
maintdiance and security of rhe roads of commomca- 
timi, on which the lulvancing army, in concert witli 
the strong ganiBona in tiie now well-fortified Tash- 
kend and the northern forts, as also wtith the govern¬ 
ments of Orenburg and Semipalntinsk, will move along 
a rood fbmiahed with an unbroken line of wells. The 
Ameer may have recourse to all possible meuuB of gain- 
mg the fnendship of the Kussians, in which he has 
hitherto failed; he may send to Constantinople as many 
Job's messengers as he will; be may despotdi ever so 
many friendly invitations to the Durbar of the Indian 
Viceroy; but all that will do hini no good. The town 
of Bokhara shall, with or without his leave, be governed 
by an Ispravnlk ; for the Russiima dare not and canuot 
rest, until ancient Samarkiuid and ffokhsheh (Karahi), 
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ftr the whole riftlit hcmk of tlie Oxus haa bwu absorljed 
ioto the p 4 £i«itic iK>»=essitms of the House of KomuiioC 
'rimt tills cutastpophe, this lust hour of TnuisoxauiHii 
ludepeiulutice, will uot be hroiight iibout so uisily as 
the heretofore successes in Ctintnil Aaiut »s tiumsfet 
enough. Already in my uund's eye do I beh^^ a 
frtuitic troop of MoUahs and Ishans, witli thou^mds of 
students, roaming the Khoimts w'ltli holy mge, in 
to preach the Djihad (ndigiona war) among the At- 
ghans, Turcomans, Kamtalpakfl; and going through 
scenes of the deeiieat, the devoutest anguish, in ortler 
to draw down the curse of God on the foreign mtmd«. 
The death-struggle wiD be fierce but pivfitless. lui 
iiir as 1 know the KhiYUm and the Afghaiia, 1 dem 
the iKrtion of a general alliance witli Boklumi to be 
quite impracticabie; for, if such w-as ihdr inchnatmn, 
they should liave formed one long ago. No cgotuim, 
no iKilitical eombinationa, but the greatest w^t of 
principle ahme, an utter recklessness of the fitture, 
will keep them quirt until fiannllml stands iH'fore^eir 
grtes. In vain shall we ha^h f«r any effort after a 
geneml league, eitlier In Centroi Asia, or even among 
L of tl7other Eastern naticts. As the verj- war¬ 
like Afghans could play their part with a force of .bs- 
ciplmed auxiliaries, also might the Rlum of Khiva 
jd the .^meer^a army with twenty to thirty t^ui^id 
horse. Yet this ia what neither the one nor the other 
wUl dix To unite them under one comnmnd might 
be possible for a Timur or a Djinghi*; and even the 
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the smnllcst twwty might stir uj* rancour wifl disseri- 
storiii in their ranki). So, tocv the hundred thoui^nd 
welt - moiujted Turkomans, "wlni mtishtt the bixxul 
sieMies iroin this ^ide the Oxus to the yeitshin t'roQ- 
tier, are utterly UBeless fi>r ttie rescuing <jf the Hoiv 
C’ity. Their indeed, if simuttoned by their 

fellow-priests in noble liokluim and Ijy the A.mcer, 
might dg tJteir veiy best to stir up tlic wild eons of 
the desert to a. holy imrfiire; but I know the Turko* 
maufl icx> well not to be sure that they will take jitirt 
in the Dji}uiii only so long as the Aiueer can ofier 
them good [wy and the prospect of yet richer iwoty ; 
and as they sometlniea owned in Afghan-Pi-reiaii offices, 
it i» most likely tlmt the Kuasian imperialists will soon 
turn them into excellent hroUiers-inarms of the Cos¬ 
sacks. £nthusinj$Tn for the creed of the Prophet ex¬ 
isted, if 1 remember rigbtiy, only for the first hnndred, 
indeed 1 might taiy only for the hrst llfh'years. Wlmt 
Tslaui aitcrtvnrds accompltslitNl in Anatolia, in the em* 
pire of Constantine, in theisliuids of the Mvditermnean, 
in IluijgBij, and in Germany, was due to the impulse 
of a wild daring in quest of booty and tnaisimjs, and 
n hankering after adventures. Where these lefidui'^ 
incentives fniled, there was a thilure in zed; and 1 
repeat that, although the struggle will be a stem one, 
the irpeeily triumph of Hussian imns in BofcMru is 
open to not the slightest duuhl. 

With tiie fall of the mightiest and most uiGuentiid 
f urkcstaii, wit) Ikhukiuid, id her own accord, 
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B protection fot* tins manifest' floveceigivty of 
the wliite Tkw'. KIijva however, undaunted by the 
example, will, to all seemiug, take up tlic atruggle 
ncvcrthele^. The conquest uf Klmrezm, raortjover, 
thougii easier than that of Khokaiicl, ia coimected with 
rcmarkuble difficulties. With the exception of two 
towns, whose inlifthitaiitB are l>etter known ihtnugh 
their commercial relations with Russia, the (Eaheg 
popukttDn of this Rluuuu. abhor tlie nanie of Russian, 
In courage, they stand much higher than the men of 
Ehokand and Bokliara, and, protected by the fonoa- 
tion of their native laud, will cause much trouble to 
the Russkit trotips from the way of fighting pecuHar 
to tlio Turkonuin race, Ae for the view upheld by 
many geogmphers and travellers, that the Oxus will 
tbrm the main road of the espedituni, I am bound to 
meet it with the same denial as before. That river, 
on accovmt of its great irregulanty and the fluid eea 
of sand borne down upon its waves, is hard of passive 
for small vesselfi, not to speak of ships of war, Not 
a year passes without its changing its bed several miles 
in the shifting ground of the ateppes; and if the Bus* 
tions wore not quite convinced of this circiinistance, 
the small steamers of the And^Sea fiotiUiH built as 
they were for river navigation, would have liegM 
forcing their way inland hy the Oxua, instead of the 
Vftxariea. For* although the mialltT forte, such ss 
Kungrad, Kiptchak, and Maiigit, which were bmlt ou 

the fortified heights by the left bank of the river, 

26 




402 BKETCtttS OJ ClNTRiL ASLA- 

might do harm to a flotiik pasaing near;r owing 
to the Jrtate of the KhiYan they lure hardly 

worth considering* Attempts to pass op the riverj 
&otn its mouths to Kungrad^ where the stream is 
deepest and most regular, have already been cried ^ 
still, the fact of their remjiining merely ntCempta, 
clearly shows that the narigiation of the Deryai Amufl 
(Oxus), if not idtogether impoaaihlep is a hard proh* 
lem nevertheless* 

These, however, are but secondary' drawbaeks^ and 
in Khiva, as in Bokhara, the white T^ar will be raised 
aloft upon the "white carpet of the Kharezmian princes, 
if not through the grey-beards of the Tshagatay race, 
at any rate by hia own bayonets nnd rifled guns. 

The conquest of the whole right hAnh of the Ganges 
once assured to them, the strip of lan d Issiktcil 
to the bea of Anil once come into lull possession 
of the Rusmans, and w^ell provided with excellent 
victualluig-Stores, then will the game of diplomacy 
liave begun in A^hanistan also# Among the Afghans 
the Court of Petersburg will not intervene so sud* 
denly with anna in baud; not because England’s mis- 
carriage in i8S9 has made it cautious, but bccauae 
such a procedure is by no means customary with the 
Rusaiiinfi* That, moreover, would be partly super- 
Uuoue, partly hcyand the mark^ amidst the now prover¬ 
bial disQiuon of Dost Mohamme<l*a successors* Where 
broker rages against brother in deadliest feud, where 
mingues caused by greed and vani^ are ever in fiiU 
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swing; there the secret agent, the kiiwl worti^ a few 
Crieudly lines of writingt tniich more prrjfitAble 
tluin n. sudcieu nsBauU with the handp HitherfOi 

m his brother-strife aguinst Shere-Ali-KhaTi| Abdnr* 
rahroan-Khan has in no way eTit 4 iiigled himself with 
llussian agents^ iilthongh he sought lo finghten the 
English mooDshee (agent), by bringing some such 
ranoeptiaTi to Ms notice, Tliet he wm greatly inclined 
to such n step I liaTc not die slightest doubt; but as 
yet the Russhma have given him no encouingemeDt to 
fake it. Tor if the Afghan opponents of Shere-Ali* 
Khsn^ the Ameer aucredited by England^ had received 
but the fiiinfest vrink fr<nn the Neva, they would never 
have ctHiuetted with Sir John Lawrence in Cfdeutta. 
Not only chiefs imd princes, but every Afghan war¬ 
rior^ nay, every shepherd on the HUniund^ puts his 
trust in the idea of Rus^nan trade; and 1 !mvc a hun^ 
dred times over convinced myself how easily^ indeed 
how gliidlv^ these people would erobrace a Russian 
all Lance against the masters of Pedmwar. IVlicther 
the fruits of such a friendEhip would be wholeBome, 
and conduce to the in teres la of Afghanistan^ no one 
takes into question. Tlie Afghans, like all Asiatics, 
look only to the interests of the moment^ sec only the 
imnn which Afghans have suffered in Kashmere and 
Sindh through English ascendancy, have a lively re- 
membrance of the last sojourn of the red*jacketfl in 
Kaiml and Kandahar; and though every one knows 
that the Kaffirs of Moscow are very little better than 
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the Femtgilies, stilly from an impulse of rcvcinre, they 
all ileairG and will prefer an alliance witli the North to 
a good undctstaoding with England. 

lienee it is but a friendly regard^ it ia only u com¬ 
pact upheld not by treaticE, but by a strong force on 
the Oxiia, which the Russiims can aim at for some 
time to corat*. 

The same kind of relation must be their object in 
Persin, Here too, for the last ten years, has the 
court of St. Poterfibuig been playing a lucky gaine- 
Since the appearance of Russian envoys at the splendid 
court of the Sohes, in the time of Khardin, until now, 
Russian mduence has gone through many phases. At 
first scorned mid disregarded, the Russians have risen 
into the strongest and most dangerous opponent of 
Iran. Whilst, in the days of Napoleon 1., England 
and France, to the profit and |Mirtial aggrandisement of 
the Shah, vied with each other in tnnung to account 
their influence at the court, of Teheran, Russia, as “in* 
ter duos certantes tertius guudena," quietly amootbed 
her way to the conquest of the countries beyond the 
Caucasus, to the profitable treaties of Guliatao and 
TurkmansJiay. And while the Western Powera 
persevered in that policy, the Colossus of the North 
took up such a position on the Caucasus as well as the 
Caspian Sea, that its riiadow stretched not only over 
the northern rim of Iian, but for also into the country. 
At the tunc of Sir Henry Rawlinson’s embassy, Eng' 
tish influence was near being in the ascendant; but 
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since then it line been continuAliy sinking ; for however 
lavisb of gold niid greetings the English policy might 
l)e m ^Inlcotm'^s daysj it showed Itself just as cold and 
indifferent £tom. the time of Mac Neil downwards 
Both the Shah and his miniscers fieem urgiHl on by 
necessity to accept the Rtiflainnfi as their Mentor- It 
is not from any conviction of a Itappier future tliat 
they have flung awny from the fatherly ombraces of 
the Bntish Lion into the anas of the Northern 
and the Shah must dance for good or ill to the song 
which the latter growls out befoi'e bim. 

If noWj in accordance with the iiforeaJiown position 
of the Russian power and policy in Central Asia, we 
cast a ghmeo on the frontier, stretching for 13|000 
vtratH Wide, from tlve Jajianose Sea to the Circsasum 
shore of the Black Sea, where Russia is alwaya hi con- 
tact witli so many peoples of different origin and dif* 
ferent religion^ over whose future her aggrc? 5 sive policy 
liangB like the doomful sword of a Damocles; wc fiiiall 
soon be driven to observe that^ although the southern 
outposts in Asia ore on the Arasea, yet ilje only jnmxt 
where, in tlieir furtlier ad^inancef they impinge on a 
European power i& to be found in Central Asia- Sepa* 
mted twenty years ago from British India s northern 
frontier by the great horde of the KhlrgiB and 
Kbiumts, the space at this monnuit left between Djia* 
sag and Peshawer, although the difficult roini over the 
Hindu-Kush lies midwny, amouiita to no more than 
fifteen days' joitmejv and in reckonlrig by miles to 
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hardly' a hundred and twenty ^eographieoL miles. For 
on army the road, though diffioult^ is not lusupetuhlc, 
while it fibutiid be tolerably easy for the deTeIo|iinent 
of political induence; and for all England's Tcacliiicss 
to see a mighty' bulwark for her frontier In the snow- 
crowned peaks of the Hindu-Kush, she forgets the ea.'ie 
with wlilch a Russian projai^nda from the banks of 
the OxuB can smooth a W‘ay hence towards the north 
of Sindh. From the moment^ indeed, when the Rus¬ 
sian flag waves in Karshi, KeHd, and Tchardshny, may 
England regard this power as her nearest neighbour. 

S. Russia's Views ok India; aitd Engeish 
OraMiSTs. 

Has Rvuisia any serious views, tlien, on British Indiii? 
Will she attack the British Lion In his rich posBGssions ? 
Does her umbitLou really reach so for, tliat she would 
w'ield her mighty aceptre over the whole contineni of 
Asi% from the ii^ idiores of the Arctic Sea to Cai»e 
Comoriu? These ore queatious of needful interest, 
not to Englishmen only^ but to all Europtians. On 
the bank of the Thames as well as in Calcutta, sUfos- 
men have btterly answered them in the uogadve; for 
thfur organs, official and regard the utmost 

danger of the meeting as a neighbourhood of frontiers, 
and not on aggression; a ndghbourhuud which, so far 
from imperilling English uiteresto, will be altogether 
to thtdr advantage. These gentlemen are sadly at 
fault, for the spirit of Russia's traditional policy,—her 
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i^tead&st dinging to the schemefl beft^re tudtcated, the 
unbounded Ambition of the House of Roinonoif^ the 
tmnienee accumulAtiuii of meaitis at their disposal for 
the HCcompilEbment of their deslgttS|'^plflX5e in surer 
prospect the fulfilmejit of any aim on which they have 
once bent their ga^^. Ku^in wantfl India first of all 
in order to set so rich a pearl in the eplendid diamond 
of her Asiatic possessions ^ a pearl, for whose attain- 
ment she luis so long, at so heavy a oost^ been levelllTig 
the through the mmi barren steppes in die world i 
next, in order to lend the greatest possible force to her 
influence over the W’hole world of Tshmi (whose greatest 
and most dangerous foe she has now become )j becaufl® 
the masters of TT^dia have reached^ in MoLamedan eyes, 
the non^plUs-ultra of might and greatness ^ and lastly, 
hy tatniDg the Britiah Li<iii ou the other side the Hindu* 
Kuiih, to work out with greater ease lier designs on 
the Bosphorue, in the Meditmamaui, indeed idl over 
Huropcj eince no one can noiv doubt that the Eastern 
queatioiL may be solved more easily beyond tlie Hindu* 
Kush than m the Bosphorus; for if. at the time of the 
Crimiain when Nana Saliifa^s brother waa fctol at 
Sevastopol RukUi liad held her present position on the 
Yaxartefl, the plans of Tmr NicboJas on Conirtmitmople 
w^ould not have been ao easily buried uutlEr the ruins 
of the Mniftifh off. 

These far-reaching designs maj iKit, {ier]ui|>s, be the 
work of the next years, nor ev<m of the Government 
of the iieaceful and well-disposed Alexander; yet who 
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can assure us that after him oo Nlcholns^ or no yet 
at^^rner imttire than his, may sueceed to the throne, 
who will thwari tlie d^Lpe of a Tiuitiur or a Nadir to 
c<Tnie forth as a thoroughly Asia lie coTU|ueror of the 
world ? What a Hi^taii aiitocrat can do in tlic pro- 
sent Condition of Rttashi, in the present s oci id position 
of hifl eubjcctA, who^ moreoYer, vriK long continue such, 
eyeiy one hnows^ and the stateameo of England beat 
of alii It is* thereforer more remarkable, that these 
gentlemen should think to put tlic said eveiitmillncs 
BO easily asiile, and to contest the question of a Kusgian 
iirvasion of India with ailments so '^iGiy shallow. 
They usually bring forwanl the uiqjiissahle ghiciera of 
Hindu-Kush and the HiDiaLiivas, and the swarms of 
hostile nomads which wrould hem in a force adTOnclng 
from the north <m its way souihwstrd. They console 
themselves with the great distuDce, which would bring 
an Tnyading army to the Indian fi^ntier tireft and ex- 
hauste<h while the English troops lying hv, ttsudy to 
strike at their ease, and sstroiig in militLiTy sxnl autl 
trainmg, awaited the shock of war witli greediness. 
But do these gentlemen believe that Russia^ in the 
event of her really cherishing these sort of views, would 
despatch her invading armies thitherwards direct from 
Petersburg^ Moscow, or Arcliangel? liVliat end is 
served by the Souih-Siberian forts? Wlaat by Tash- 
kend, Kbodahend, mid still more afteTO*artl^ by Bok- 
hutw luid Seiruirkand? Wliatp tjoot by the- iVrshm^ 
Afghan alliance? Wimt did the Cis^ks and the 
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Rui^iin trtx>ps oi* the line do in Gunibi and iii the 
rugjred hills of Circs#shi? Were they exluitj3t4Hi when 
tliey reachtid their jouniey*s end? And the latter 
station k not so nineh further from the eaintal on the 
Neva, thtiJi Pedajiwnr tfl from tin? citi-cs Just nttuxed! 
And why are we to afisuine that Russia would choose 
only the difficult tlittiUgJi Ealldi to Kahul, and 
tlience tlkroa^h the Khyl^er Pass, and none other? 
Without meiitioTun^ thjit this could liave been so fiitiil 
Ui die EiigUfth army of 1639, which fled in affright 
imd flisortlcr, for the mttreh thither co^t no e8|icciid 
gficnffcea; the roiul throtigli Herat tind lijnifluhaTf the 
proper carorvun-course to India through the Bohm 1 asa, 
ia fiir more couYenieni, The latioTi fifty*foiir or 
!Euglhdi niilcB in length, did indeed co^ the Bengal 
corj>a of the army of the Indits namy days^ tods and 
yet we in a tni^tworthy Engliah author that- the 
jiasaage of i-i-pounder howit3E<ira mid 16-poimdcr guna 
caused no fmrticnlur trouble. Or why should the 
Itiissiuiuj not force tlic Gonuil or the tiulari PaA% 
code^l also the middle road from llinflo^tan to Ehoraa- 
sim, wliichi according to Oumca, serves the Lii'ilumJ 
A%hima aa their main rtwwl of communication, and 

offers no especial difticultiea? 

It k too liard, indeed, to aanguine views 

of The Eiiglkh oplimkts with regard to the etrength 
of iheiT fiiiicicd bulwarks. The way through Kulml 
w'ould have to be taken cmly in case of ueceailty, for 
rJie chief imim by which Russia could quite euBtly 
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approach the Indiiui frcmders are and Astrs- 

l«ul; from the foraier in a soTitherly, from the ktter 
in an easterly directiun. Both roads hsve often led 
armies, time out of muid, to the goal of their desires; 
fi>r both, though bordered by large deserts, pass througlt 
vrtlbpeopliecl, CTen fertile districts, which can support 
many thoniiands of marching men with ease. 

Indeed, even the chances of an eventual war arc 
greatly ovcr'cstimated by the English, True, that 
their present army in Indin, ijumbering 70,000 picked 
British troops besides the strong contiugent of sepoys, 
Ls not to be compared with anv of Hieir former fightiog 
forces in those regions. To throw as strong a muster 
across Afghanistan into the Punjaub, wroulJ certainly 
cost Russia some trouble. Still we must not forget 
how stout a support sn invoding army would lind in n 
Persian-Afghan alliance, and b the great discontent 
which prevnils m the Puiyaub, in Kashmir, m Bhotan, 
imd among the fanatic Muhomedatts of India. The 
ever'broadeniitg network of Indian railways may do 
much to hasten and promote a concentration; but the 
fountam-hcad of military support for India being on 
the Tl^omes or Uie ialunds of the Mediteirantian, is not 
much nearer than that of the Russians, especially if 
wo ouiiiitder that more thwn three hundred vessels sail¬ 
ing down the Volgamakc the transport to the southern 
slicnnc of the Cospbn Sett eonsidembly easier. By this 
rood may a large army be brought.m a short time to 
Herat and Konclahor through the populous port of 
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northern Persia; on the one liand through Aatinbad, 
Bujiinrd, and Kabushim; on the other, by the milwHy 
os yet only projected to Etteslied. This railroad the 
Tzar wants to build for the relief of the pilgrimnge to 
the tomb of Imnirt Riiah; vet through »U the Husainn 
ji mmiftpjj of subsidies there gleam forth other and non- 
retigLOUA plane. Or would people in England, besides 
the no longer doubtful possibility of a RuBsian design 
upon Indio, meafiure the political constcHations which 
the saiil power Iww called into being on her behaU; in 
the 6eld of Euroiiean diplomacy? The Bussiaii-French 
alliance of a Napoleon i. and an Alexander I., which 
left noticeable traces in Teheran, would now be much 
easier to enter «n than before, owing to the dominant 
influence of Franco in Egypt and Syria, through the 
cotumencement of the Suez Canal. And these^ things 
apart, will not the evcr*increasmg mtfntt rerdm/r be¬ 
tween Waahington and St,. Peiereburg prove of signal 
advantage for Russia's purposes? I’eople scoff at the 
way in which the Yanhec cap entwines itself ^th the 
Russian knout; and yet the banquets Oii the Novo, at 
which American brotherhood tvas vigorously toosted, 
the journey of the Trarovitch to New York, the mighty 
show mode by America in China and Jupon, where 
she threatens to turn the calm face of ocean into an 
Ammeun lake;—do not these things lumish ample 
reason for discerning hi tho alliance hetwcOT Ruswa 
Wjifl Amoricn ayiiipt<jni3 of tlie diinger or 

English interests? Iiidcwl, when the decisive moment 
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oamufi for acting, Russia wiU lie ahle to nvflii herswlf 
of many ways and many meana, which, Iiowcvcr 
worthy of notice they may ae^n to Eng li s h statesmen, 
wiJl be corufiilly pre-arranged without any noise. 

Nevertheless, we art willing to allow that the acttuiJ 
alioclc will follow' ojiJy in some very distant fuTurer 
Gladly, too, wdll we bear to be pointed at as a fidsc 
prophet. But how is it that English statesToen will 
proclaim as hjirmlesa the more and more manifest ad¬ 
vance of their northern, rival; how disguise and pal* 
Uaic the mischievous menace of iJint rival's aintB? 

The body of English poUticlana friendly to Rusais 
]a wcut^ wheucrvTer thia rjiiestion c^ojde^ up for diitcus- 
ftioiJt to reply that die neigliboxurhixid of a well-ordered 
htate is more rteceptoble to thmii, several wild 
EioiiMd tnbes Irvmg In anarchy mid plimdar* An Eng- 
tmhmnii once asked me^ whether I would not prefer to 
sit beside an elegantlynlreMed line gentleman^ instead 
^if a dirty an d iincoulh boor. People may wish 
witli all their might to a ilu^ovite neighbour^ yet to 
me it ia not at all clear, why thoi^ g^itlemen should 
wish for the neighhottrhood of a sly anti powerful ad-^ 
versary m the room of an unpolished but CMentially- 
powerless foo- What happened once in Amerie&i in 
the north of Africa^ and even on Indian grouftdi be¬ 
tween riring England on the one honth and waning 
IluUaial and lVirt.ugal on the others ha^ n-flen been 
and will yet often be repeated m the pages of luatoiy^ 
As in onliaaiy life two strongi iseldsfa bidiyiduals^ will 
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but turiily tJirive in one same pnib; >io due» tbe stune 
imj)os)dbIlity cxlfit tn the case of two States j—a fact, 
of which the long ;viir l>etween France and Enghuitl 
for the fluperigrity in India ftimiahes tlm best proof- 
Eron if eiie foEowed the best aims, iiow couid Rufi^ui, 
liQcked as she is by the gigantic power ol tlie whole 
Asiatic continent;—she, whose fiohcy for the lust hun* 
tired years, lias led her through desert regionfl with a 
perseverance so grent, at a cost so lavish,—roiiiae a 
hearing at once to her own designs and to the mamtia- 
tioia of her abettors? Will she liave sufficient self- 
coutrol to ibrhear from profiting by the bajjpy occa- 
mtm which plays into her Itands the Mohamedan popu¬ 
lation of India, more than thirty tuillions strong ? The 
last-named, being tlie most fanatical of all who ppofe^ 
Ikltt in, are hlled with imspeokahle liatred of the llritiah 
rule. Their religious z«d, tbatererl on one side by 
Bokhara, on the other by the Waliabies, goes so far* 
that, in order to drain the cup of martyrdom, tliey 
often murder a Briiioh officer walking harmlpjw ly about 
the bazaar, imd even give themstlviea np to the heada- 
man'a a 3 te.* In India, where religioua enthuaiaani has 
ever found a most fruitful soil, Islam has reyealed 
itself in the oddest formsu The brotlierhooda intro¬ 
duced in the days of the TaimuriJee, are there more 
powerful and iinportant than elsewhere; and nut Scout 
alone, but every place has an AkhoJid of its own to 
show, whose summons to a crusade would be followe^l 

* Qntj—UMIgnun'i fcalUrl (TnW.) 
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bj thoiisandi!. In spite of tb.e manifold bleasntigs wbkh 
English rule has secured to the Mi>Lamedaiie, it is they 
oJono v^'ho form tlie nest of revolutiom; they alone 
who gave metst aupjiort to the rebeUian in its lust dis* 
orders j they alone who take chief delight in conapiriiig 
for a HuBsian occupation, and prockim in all directions 
the advantages of Muscovite mle. 

Should we not also take this occosian to think of tlie 
Armeniaua, who, scattered through Pen^ia and Indio, 
form single links of the chain wherewith the court of 
St. Petcrabarg conducts the electric atream of it® iu- 
ftuence fixmi tfie Neva to the Ganges; aye, even to 
the shores of Java and Sumatni? The hard-working, 
wealthy ArmeuianB, who in tlicir religious sentimenta 
are inclined U> be more catholic than tlie Papistj more 
Rufisdan, more orthodox than the Tmr Lisisell^ will 
assuredly not recoonniend the PiDtestont church and 
Protestant power to the natives of India, to the iiyiiiy 
of supremely Chnatian Russia. How many zealous sub' 
jset® of Bridsh rule in Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras, 
are not enrolled at Petersburg as yet more zealous 
promoters of Hnssum interests! Every member of 
this church in Asia is to be regarded as a secret agent 
of Muscovite policy; and if the momeut came for a 
decLdon, the English would be amazed to aeu wfuit 
kind of chrysalis emerged from this religious, moral, 
free and mdustrious people, 

How, then, can Etiglmid look on with indideretice, 
to say nothing of her desire to ha^v as neighbqttr a 
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great and certainly nnfi'ieiidly power^ in a land vvliere 
fiuch infiammable elements are to be found? Trade 
will spring uyv I lienr from all ?idea; yet, to aJl ^m* 
iog™, tlie pro&peel of the eommereiiil advuntfkges, which 
British Statesmen behold in Ruiitsia^s oTicoming, and in 
Uie removal of anarchical oonditicms in Central Aain, 
rests rather on a pretended hope than on tnie con vie- 
tion. Is It not etnmge, that a pooplcr &o pmetiod in 
its way^s of thinking as the Kiiglisht should for one 
moment eotertidn the hojie that some profit would 
arise for England out of the phms which haa 

followed up for years with toil, and exyienae, and self- 
sacrifice ; that EngHsh goods will get the upper lumd in 
the markets of Central Asia* as soon as they have paased 
under the Kussion rule? Henry Davies^ in his commer¬ 
cial report, may jKiint to the considerable figures wluch 
the export trade through Peshawar, Knracbie, and La- 
dak, to Central Asia, has to show; and }'et he must allow 
that this would be ten times Lirge^,^ were it supported 
by English influence beyond the fiontier of northern 
India. And in the same proportion wlH it dunkush^ 
in which the Russian eagle tfpraads out hU wings over 
those rcgioitBp To Lord William Hay s phm for lay* 
ing down s commercial road through Ltulak, 1 l orkend, 
Isaikoh and Semipaktinok, the Petersburg cabiiiet lias 
given its seeming assent J yet, in iaci| nobody wanted 
to support the plan, nor will it occur to any Russian 
atatesman to carry it out* The Chinese am kr supe¬ 
rior uoi only to the Russians, but even to the Engliik 
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in mercantile zGtd ] and yet they trade alorig the 
commercial road from Pekin through South Siberia 
only to Mauniitfilnn^ while &om Kiachta the Chinese 
eicpojTts are forwnrd^^ mainly through Bus^hui haiub-t 
to Petersbui^ and Europe^ And how fared the Italian 
silk merchants, who, undiir Husaiau pTOtecrion, found 
their way to Bokhara, but were thero arrested and 
robbed of their goods anil jK>8sessiomr ? Om? of them, 
Gaviizzii lets ua feel very forcibly in his report, th^t 
ho cotdd never place fiill fkitJi in Ru;$aiBai letters com- 
mernktoiy, in spite of all after applications &om SL 
Petersburg* The products of English manufttcturiiig 
towns arc wont to drive Itussiau unmufactures ont of 
every market* The merclnijits of Khiva and Bokhara 
Btill carry with them Russian articles from Nyni-Kov- 
gorod and Orenbiirg, which tliey sell to Central Ariatic^ 
tinder the name of Ififfilin or English wares; such 
Ixiing al^vap in most demand among tlie latter. People 
in England forget that phun dealing will for saEne time 
yet be warning to Russian pohey, and that, on tl^e 
cotmnercial roaibi which Its anus have opened out, it 
will throw, of a certainty, in tlie fray of foreign, inte¬ 
rests, obstacles of a like rnitore, !f not indeed the 
as one now meets with from A fyh^ rapaeityi from 
(Ezbeg lawlessness, on the commercial roads to the 
Oxus. In the year 1864-5 America alone disposed of 
more than fifteen million pounds* worth of linen and 
cotton goocb, which was nntnrally pcasiblc only under 
the free iusdtuttumi of Englind. Do The guntlezDen 
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ill CulcutU espcct any similar dealii^a with the Ru»* 

siuns? _ 

Ephemeral, aka! ate the <»lcu]atiOTB fotmed by- 
people in England on behalf of Rusaiak future policy 
with reference to India, Jn»t “S the febric of security 
which the statesmen of Downbig Street are mjw hnild- 
ing srithin their bmina, can soon be shattered to the 
greimcl; so the arguments for a future entmk cordis 
are but slight indeed. Instill of » bt^tless refuta¬ 
tion, we would mther point out former mktakefl, mrnld 
nilhcr touch on the means by which the danger of a 
direct collUion,—that most perilous of aH gantes for 
TtigTiwiVi inteiests,—'may yet he avoided, 

4. KusaiAR Gaihr aro tre DisAUVAjrtAGss or 
Engmsii PomcT, 

In order thoroughly to imderetand the miBcouccp- 
tions of English poliDdaus conceming their Uusemn 
rivals, it is necesBaiy for us to consider all the ad^- 
tages which the latter always onjnfyed, and etiU enjoy, 
on the field of action. In Europe, we are wemt to 
look with amazement on Rusriak gigantic empire m 
Asia; and vet nobody thinks of the means which have 
rendere*! ek'iitial service tnwaids the a^uistmu of it. 
The Hussions are Asifltlcss not so much in couji^aence 
of their descent aa of their geographical poffltwm and 
thdr social relations; and it is only becanse with the 
Asiatic taii^tr-atler they combine the steodfeamew and 

resolution of Europeans, that they Iwve mostly been a 

27 
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nuitch foT the Asiatic races. In their contact with 
CliineisJe, Tartars, Persiaiis, CircassiatiB and Turka, they 
have ahown rhcmsetves as Okineso, Tarttir^ Per¬ 

sian, and so fortli, according to circuEHStaticc^. An 
English historian says, pretty correctly, if not without 
ill-will, tlmt die KusaIous moved forward like a tiger. 
At 6rst, creeping cautioiisiy and gliding i^teelthily 
tJirough the diisti itntU the favourable moment ftdmiEa 
of its taking the fatal spring. With smiles of pence 
and friendship, >vith soft smooth words on their emis' 
satics* part, have they i>it eo averted every ienti every 
precaudoai, until the certain success of their schemes 
miide all fears profrtless, aud baffled every precaution-. 
Blind) therefbrev wid dbadyiaed must every goveni" 
ment wbidi can go to sleep over Russian advances to¬ 
wards its frontiers, he those never &o slow, or the interval 
between the conqueror and the goal of hw endeavours 
be aevGT so great T' As Asmtlcs, they are wont to 
hold out less rudely against their neighbours in man¬ 
ners, customs, and modes of thought, than tlie EngUali, 
for whom, on ftccount of their higher culture, suel» a 
renunciation would be a great Mcrifice, incompauhle 
with their efforts after civiLhation, They seldom offend 
against the natiotial ways of thinking, and easily cofii- 
fomi to them when their interests require ll^ In Eng- 
land the Goven intent has hitherto disdmned to place 
ttseif in direct correfipcmdence with the Ameer of Bok¬ 
hara, for what the chief city in Zarlf-Ehon obtained 
up to this date frotn tJie British cabinet wiuj always 



KITAtHT BETWEEN' RUSSIA ASU EKfiLAJiD. 419 

etijoviitl through the GoverooT'Geneml of Indio. In 
Knssia diey think <iifferiGiitly ^ oinl even the haughty 
Nicholas, that stem iiutocmt, who long ah rank from 
colling the French emperor **mon frfere," liehavea, in 
in presence of the Tartar pukices of Central Asia, not 
oa Emperor of all the Hussiaa, but as ii Khun on tlic 
Neva. As a reauii of such procedure, we find the 
nations all along the Biissian frontier of Asia, whether 
nomad or settled, BcxhUuti or MolinmcilaiL, in such a 
state of Intinnicy at this moment, if not of actual friend* 
ship, with the Russians, os bapjnms nowhere else in 
the foreign po^eieions of a European pou'cr. 

These advantages, however, of Asiatic modes of 
thought, which might properly be specified as exces' 
sive slyness and craftiness, lire, even in political inter¬ 
course, fer more profitable than the open and upright 
language employ^ on principle by Englishmen froni 
of old. It is only Great Britaiifa foes b Europe, only 
the enviera of her power, who can find fault with the 
English m India; and yet whoever is fufficienlly m* 
formed as to their political deahn^ with native princea 
and neighbours on the border, whoever is thoroughly 
conversant with Asiatic charanter, will, b the utter 
absence (if this very defect, discover the one great fiiult 
of English statesmen. 

From the luigast province on. die Amoor, to the 
smallest of the possessions latest won by Busida on 
Asiatic ground, may we always find one fiame proce* 
dure of mtriguea and wiles,—a scattering of the seeds 
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of discord* bribery and corruption, through the vilest 
meiuia,—all serving as forerunners of invaskm. Men 
come Brst through cotounercial relDctixuis in contact 'wi th 
foreign clemctiU} then the slightest difierences come 
to be readily cmploj'cd as cetara biUif failing these* the 
ground will be uiidermiDed by emissaries, the clue& 
bribed by preseiits, or bemuddlcd with lavish draughts 
of vodki (Husslan brandy), and drawn on into the 
dangerous magic chcie. A well-founded cause of war 
and of invasion would nowhere be easy to diacovor; 
and certmnly the gigantic empiFC of the House of 
Koiuanofi* lias been budded up more diroogh the wiles 
of its Asiatic statesmen than by the might of its arms. 
Moreover, iit consequence of the qualities lately named* 
Russia is more c^mversant with the relations of Asiatic 
[>cop1es, fiir better mfomned of oU that is possujg in the 
border-states, than the Knglisb and other Europooits, 
To the great watchfuluess of her cmissarijes, to -the 
un weariful zeal of her diplomatists, is she indebted ibr 
^e fiict thjit her mbinet is often more quickly and 
fully informed of the most private doings of her neigh¬ 
bours* than the piti-ri^’nlar nad'Ve government itself. 
Passing over the ftet that* in Petetsbuig* a company 
of tlic claverest man moke mon^ out of their a3t- 
pericucGS througli tlie difterent parts of Aria* there is 
here and there a Kirghis, a Ruiyat, a Circassian, or a 
Moaigol, who, after being tmined in Russian learning 
and modes of thought, becomes a moat serviocahle 
tool oguiiist the wholly or hulf-auhjected tond of hia 
birth. 
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In Eiigbmd we meet eveiywliere with tJie 
contrasts. 

Wiioevfir is aware of the great ignonirtcc of public 
opinion in Knglitiid about events in olxiut the 

relations between those grtait jN^ssessions and the neigh- 
bi>iiiring States; w*hocver in tlic course of n jear has 
note<l down thi^e absord and ridicalous news, liiose 
tetcgraphtc despatclics in the Englisli papers, wLicli 
reach EurQ|>e and Engktnd through Uombay and Col- 
ctitta; wiioewr is aware of the veiy sraaU number of 
English statesmen who arc so corcfuUv informed on 
Asiatic relations, that tin^ can ihiss a anuml jutlgement 
on questioua of Eastoni policy;—such a one must 
surely be amazed at the woy in which Great Brituvn 
founded her foreigu possessions, to eay nutluitg of her 
being able to hold them until now. 

And just as even those among die Engleth public 
who have lived anytime in ludiu have kept aloof from the 
itattves, in accordaitce wJdi thdr liottonol chometer, imd 
are but ^Idom ccjaversant with their language and tuou.' 
nera,-—so, too, can the EugUsli Govenunent entrust to 
naturalized Levantines, and not to Englishmen, the Dra- 
gomauate, that necessary organ of mutual mtcrcoiirse, 
III such impmiant embassies as (Itai, for instance, of 
Constantniople. While Kussla, France and Austri% 
have long hiid Oriental ucodeuncs for diptornatic be' 
guiners; in Fn gTimd, with her rich dower of collcgcti, 
schools, and univeraitics, no out; bus ever thought of 
such nn Institution. And so agoiu In the Icgifthiiive 
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body as well as in the mkostiy, where the ernallest 
questions often have a special advocate, there are bnt 
veiy few men competent to discuss the important rela¬ 
tions in Asia; and even these, on acconnt of the pre¬ 
vailing nepotisni, are but seldom allowed to tom thdr 
experiences to accounts 

This indifference must surprise sU foreigners. StiU 
more amazed will they be to hear men of the liberal 
party say i What does AaiA concern us; what the 
awBmi of barbarous races that cause ns moire trouble 
than profit? what the wealth of India, whose income 
has long Ceased to cover her expenditure, to say nothing 
about the costa of the conquest?'' I have often beard 
remarks of this kind tWim the most fiunoiis leaders of 
thia party. The sincerity of their confessian defies 
questioning; and yet they have always left me without 
an answer, when t have ashed them how thty wouM 
make up for the loss of that political influence which 
springs from a great colonial empire. People seem 
wholly to foiget that a large n umber of young Knglish* 
men, of all ranks, are pursuing military and political 
careers in India; they seem to be unawiu^e how many 
sons of clergymen and officers, to whom no sphere tyf 
action offers itself within their island home, earn wealth 
in lucrative offices on the Ganges imd the Indus, with 
the view of spending at home In a calm old age the 
outcome of their earlier years. They oeem to leave 
entirely out of their reckoning the enonnous number 
of merchante dwelling b their great Asiatic dominions 
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aioidst the most extetisive commercuil mcerestStlhroagh 
whoso hands EngUfili cttpltfil multiplies W millions. 
Those llbcitils are very short-sijjhted, who deem the 
possession of such n colony as India an mdiffercQt or 
sujA^Hluuus matter. That they should wish to see tlie 
greatness of their father land founded on the Nourishing 
condition of inhitid miuiu&cture% and not on their do> 
minion orer tbreign peoples, can no longer l>c regarded 
m ft view generally valid In Englaudf now that more 
then sixty millions pounds sterling are laid out in 
Indian railway undertakings alone; for that neither 
Euftnufacturing nidus try nor the enterprising spirit of 
English merchants can succeed, to any gT€9it extent, 
without the supporting hand of English rule, Is amply 
shown hy the circumstftnees of British trade in Algiers, 
Central Asia, and other non'-Briiiiih territories. 

It is hiulty views like these whicli neutralise all the 
advantages of English individualism in the presence of 
Biiariou policy, which always acts with steadlhst con¬ 
sistency. To these errors may be ascribed the hict 
that Bussio, having grown up into a {>owerful rival in 
a space of time iucredihly short, is trtjading so close 
on the AchmcS'lieel of Great Britain. With the [Kisi* 
tion (die holds on the And imd the Caspian Seas, after 
conquering the whole of the Caucasus, after her enor¬ 
mous aneceasca in Ccrirrul Aaia, it would now be use¬ 
less to rrv and force toick that giant povrer. 
might with no great trouble have been attained twenty 
years ago, it is now fer too inte to attempt; but if Eng- 
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land would Avoid tlie usunl lot of oomuifircial t^tatea, — 
tht doom of Carthage, Venice, Ccjioo, HoUand, and 
Portugal,—^there b hut one way loft to her: a policy 
of stem wntcliftihijess, a a^vift gcasp of the measures 
s till at her command. 

6. Ai>vtce to Enolani> for the ptmposE op 

AVXBTINO THE DaMOEB. 

To thinlc of moving out in qxsn hostility to llie grow¬ 
ing power of Kussia, were now, on Eiiglaiid^s part, just 
asgrcAt an error os the stTAnge inaction she hasrlisplaycd 
for the last tweti^-five yeans amidst alt the occurrences 
beyond the Hindu-Kti^. Bu&dit will estabUsh her¬ 
self on the right bouk of Uw Onus, wilt absorb the 
three Kiumuts, iukI perhaps Chinese Tartaiy , will moke 
everything CEzbcg to acknowledge her supremacy. 
That can no longer Iw prevented; but thus far and iii> 
farther should Englishmen, fdlow their rivab to advance. 

All that lies between the Onus and the Indus should 
remain neutral territory. Tlwough her physical can- 
formation, through the warlike character of her udift- 
bitants, and s|NN:udiy through their great aptitude for 
dl|domacj, A%itaiibtan would be altogether suited to 
form a military and poUtieal bonier oguinfit any pos* 
aible ctdlhson between the two giants. Tliat country' 
would ooBt the conqueror, eomlng whether from Kortii 
or Soutii, A tenfold harder struggle thon did the Cau- 
casuit. Besides, the posseasion would not for a long 
while make good the material ad^'antnge of on expeu- 
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aiv^ war; and olthongL the conliiiua] dLsord^srs that 
prcviul in tlic mountain-home of die Afgliana may be 
of no advantofte to either neighbour, still the dtoiger 
is not 80 K^t as to Justify any schemes of conquest 
on one side or tlic other. 

How, then, in case Hneaia continuea her policy of 
agjn’ession, may Elngland secure the neutrality of .Af¬ 
ghanistan? What must stlie do to fiet. up wth her in- 
fiiience there a tsolLd harrier, without crnsing forward 
»s a conqueror? 

'I hftt is the work of ii skilled diplomatic mtercourBe, 
the work of an unintcrmpted alHance, carried on by 
agents, who, acquainted with the Afglion oharaclfir, 
and eschewing English modes of thought^ can conduct 
themselves as Asiatics. 

The same which Lord Auckland committed in 
I83i», by his active mterforErnce hi Atghan ofikirs, tinit 
fiiult and one for greater still did his successors [>rovc 
guilty of; through their utter withdrawal from the 
scene, tlirough their Btmnge indlfibrenc® in respect of 
tho concerns of the iidglibouirng State. The English 
resemble u child which, after liaving once burnt itBidf 
at a fire, will not for a long time venture to dmwnear 
its warmth. 'I'he catastrophe of tlie A f'glian campaign, 
the thirty millions sterling in costs, dwell even now, 
after a quarter of a century, witlt such fisirful viviil- 
ncss in the eyes of ever^' Briton, that he trembles at 
tho very thought of politicai influence beyond the 
Hindu-Kush. Have we not hiue two sharply-opposiil 
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extremes ? First, urrued to the teeth in support of 
the intereata of a prince so Utile loved as Shah Sujsh; 
and then, after the annexation tiie Punjab, scJtrce 
trilling to give one more tliought to Kabuli And why 
siionJd tile fronder above Peshawar be so dangerous a 
barrier for every Engliahnum and European? If ficve- 
ml thotisands of Kakerioa, Lohanles, Gilzics,mid Yusnf- 
zlcs, yearly pass over the northern frontier of HindoS' 
tan,—some for mercantile [larjiosts, others to graTo 
tlieir flocfcs,“-‘W'hy shouJii British travellers not be al* 
lowed to venture over tlie liindn'Kuah, let alone a 
few hotirs' journey beyond Pcahawar? Afgluui mer* 
ciiants drive a flourishing trade with Mooltaii, Delhi, 
Lahore; why, from die English side, may not one 
mercantile firm or another betake itself for the smne 
end to Kabul? 

In truth, this state of things has always astonished 
me; the more so, when 1 beard timi the o&cer whom 
Sir John Lawrence sent to Kabul to ofler welcome to 
Share Ali Khun had to be always escorted diere by a 
strong detachment of troops, to guard liiniself from 
the rage of a fanatic pcpuledon. This is surely a 
mode of proceeding at once wrong and ridiculous, for 
giving AsLvtics a lesson in European tnagnanimicv' and 
European love of justice. Eugland, who lias long 
dealt with the jVslatlcs a^er tius fit&htn n, resenibles a 
person trying witli all his might to nuke a hlmd T n*m 
comprehend the beauty of f>np of Eapbael’s cartoons 
In this respect Russia is far more pmcdcai. She knows 
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T) iat auch yrooia of magnaiumity aiid tiiURiiDity arc 
only ridiculed by the Orientals; tliat, so for from talc* 
iiig the example to themsclvea, tlicy misuse tliosc proofs 
for tbeir oim special ends; ai«l. instead of wasiing 
tnorol preoc Kings oo them^ ^ugluiul would act shrewdly 
by kelinng herself to the same weapons, and trearing 
Orientals b Oriental ihsbkm. 

At the time when the martyrs Conolly iind Stoildart 
were jiiiuiig b cruel imprwfiniuent, out of which they 
were afterwm'ds delivered only by the hea dninan’ s axe, 
there happened to be in JlrUiHli territory a iiumlMir of 
B^ikharians, Khokandies, and oilier Ccutnil jVaiatica, 
bv whose w'rest the lot of tiie English olRcers might 
have been alleviated, and their dtUverance from death 
a^urecl. In such cases Rufliim is wont to clear herself 
from the dilemma bv the law of retaliation. Eiigltunl 
nets dilFercnlly. She would play the high-minded 
part; iind wiiat has she gained by it? When I was 
m Bokhorn, I heard how thfo very act of British gene- 
Poaity had missed Its mark. Engliuid, said the Bok- 
horuuis, dares not awaken the wrtitU of the Ameer of 
Bokhara; her weafcuess commands this moderation 

Do the gentlemen b Calcuttfi imagine tliat the Af- 
glmns thin k otherwise? No; and they likfewtge sny: 
protected by the mlgiu and greatness irf Islam, our 
imltgo and spice merchants, our camebhirers, can ven¬ 
ture unharmed on British ground; whilst not one in¬ 
fidel soul dares show hbisctf among u*. 

The same unpardonable weakness did the \ icerwr 
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of Indm show in 1857, Tvhcn ht was sent by Lord 
Ciuining to Pi?slinw«r to conclude;, in coDUinction witit 
Edwardes, an offensive and defensive ullience against 
Perda with the then ceigninp Dost Mohamed KJmui. 
At that time tJic AfghanB were hard pressedf they 
wanted arms and money: tJte grey'haired Barukzk' 
chief, attended by Kls sons, betrayed this fact in every 
word; and yet his demands were fulllUcd in every 
plant, without hb }'ie2dmg in t he least to any of Eng- 
hiiid’a leaditig claims. Four thousand Stand of arms, 
with bayonets, sobres, pouches, and twelve lakhs of 
rufKies a year, were promised him, so long as England 
ivas at war tvith Persia. Of thi»* large smn they re* 
eeivEd, even after the conclusicm of pence at Paris “ 
considerable instalment; nnd yet the chief end of the 
negot.intions at Kahnl anti Kandahar—^tbe appointment 
of a j>cnnanent English representative—was not atr 
tained. Dost Moliotned Elian avowed, as Kaye tells 
us in his History of the Sepoy that he would 

not take on bimself the responalbillty of such a step; 
tliat he could cot protect English ngents against Afgluui 
fanaticism; that every step of tlielrs might compro¬ 
mise, &c., &c, I cannot comprehend how John Law¬ 
rence, one of the few men acquainted with E.'isieni 
chumeter, could yield to the endearmenta of the grey 
Afghan wolf,—how he could believe those fidse appre- 
heuaionB. If even Dost Mahomed could isay tluit an 
Eiiglifiii mission might tarry in pence at Kandnluir, 
why could k not fare as well in Kabul? The HritisJi 
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CA'imnitfisio^crs were grentiy in tfie wrong if diey <lciubted 
even for ti moment the snptxtttie |)owcr of the Afghan 
ruler* With u very little more p^raifltency, the Elng- 
lish, who then iippeared a» helpers in nee^h might hflve 
obtained not two but several poets of embassy- I be 
Afgiiana would soou Imve grown used to fJieir presencey 
find the diplumiitie itlUimce, once miule eosyi would 
lift VC been maintained unbroken. 

In a ^emi^official jtrtieSCf whith uj^pcared in the 
Edinburgh JJerrVw for iTanuary^ 1867^ Sir John Law¬ 
rence now fitrives to show bow hard mid vain it U to 
enter into diploiiiutic interccniJise with nciglibours ^ 
wild and turbuleni us tlioae vrho sarroimd Indhi on 
all aides. Still, I cannot iinderatamd why ihe Viceroy 
Hkould not fake example from Rmisia, who* with the 
same eleinenta on her fhmtier, isenda envii^* after envoy* 
kuQWft how to obtain for thrm respect mid safctyi and 
m keeps moving fuiward to hw widied-for goal. Why 
due^ not England ptir&ue* in tliia cnftc, the same jwiicy 
wliicli ftlio once began in Chmfi* Japsini and otlier 
Aalutlc Muntries? It seenift to mo tliat people lire 
lew convinced of the difficulty of carrying ont such n 
purpose, than of tlie extreme remCitenesa of the conJ^ 
fluent gain* Or are these gentleman reaUy uimwiire 
of the permanciii Buppoit thuB rearuble, nut only for 
Englifih intetestB in Afglianiatan, but even lor the ape- 
ctal welfiire of the Atghfuia themaelves? 

Sir Henry RawlimKinS diplomittie bearing in Kan¬ 
dahar, which emdiled him so Imig to mamlain himsidf 
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die:re with his suite in the most dlMcult positioa, at a 
period die most cnticiih is a splendid proof that even 
die rudest Asiatics ore not unnuumgeable. Aud if the 
said officer could accomplish so much in the threaten¬ 
ing attitude of a conqueror, what might not first have 
been attained through political tact oud Mcndly per¬ 
suasion? 

The tangible results of umnterropted diplomatic in¬ 
tercourse would, if We mistake not, be:— 

1 st* A greater impulse given to trade; for, os Eng¬ 
lish goods have long enjoyed a good name in Central 
Asia, English products, uafiarted direct from England, 
could certainly drive simitar but le^prized Jiusaiun 
pnxlucta out of the market. At {ircsent tills is tintii* 
rally not dte case: at tblfi moment, in tlje ijazanrs of 
Ealml, Kjinikhar, ilemt, and other places, tliere is 
much more sold of many B[i 9 *sian articles,—such us 
iremware and working tools, course cotton and hand-' 
kerchiefi),— than of English ones; solely because the 
former, owing to the lower price at which they were 
first saleable, arc not raised bj the additioniLl finyments 
to so high a figure as the English goods, whose value, 
originally dear, is niised twofold in the transit. 
Moreover, in Bokhara, here imd tliere in Khiva in 
Karshi , Russian traders may be found who, secure in 
the energy of their government, can of c<iurse advance 
their own ihtereste better ihan tbreigii mercantile 
agents. In vaiii should wc seek (or a better apostle, 
a better pioneer for civilisation, tiuiu traile: in vain. 
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for a better toucber to tum men to our own wnys of 
thinking, tlmn tiie silent bftlcs of goods which are car¬ 
ried over fponi JLuro|)0} and Enghuid, apart from her 
cotuuiercml interests, is bound, for the ends of bunia- 
nity also, to help fonvard trade in Cetitml Asia. 

2. Tlie Aigbans, who, under the name of Ingilia or 
rccinghi, bare hitherto been acquainted with but <me 
aimed power, one conquest-soeting neighbour, will 
easily, in the peaceful garb of diplomatic intercourse, 
in well-meaning counsels, accept the teaching of ft bet¬ 
ter one. In tlie year IW when the Afgliaiia had 
liule fear of an Eaglish invasion, the ambassador, 
MountiUuart Elpldnstone, with n numerouH fidlowiog, 
whose escort amounted to only four hundred Anglo- 
Indian soldiers^ was well received throughout Afghuii- 
istan, for fear and mistrust litid aa yet taken no root, 
Down to the beginning of this century' tlie siune state 
of tilings might be foundi in all fiarts of file Ottoman 
Empire European and enemy were deemed identical 
things; but now, ftfter our embasgies and trojiaulatea 
have pushed themselves, st>ite of the Porte'a reluctance, 
into many places, wiU Osmanlis and Arabs no longer 
cherish the eome sort of views? Thuy have clearer no¬ 
tions about die generic term, “Feringbi," and know for 
cei'tain tliat liiis^a, for instance, feels just »s friendly 
to the Porte as England feels inimical; tliat this govern- 
ment has one set’of plans, Uie other another; and so 
on. Without wnsalates such a rfiftidt could not have 
been nttoinrth And ao the Afghans* until they Imve 


432 


SEHTCHCS CTF CENTHAL ASIA. 


been brought into nearer and pcAceiu] iutercounse with 
the Eughsb, will uurer uuderetaiid what England or 
Kufiaia xiu)j do for their weal or woes; w'hosc tricudship 
trill render them tlie more or tlu* less sertioe, 

3. The Afgheue^ moat warlike of all CeDtrat Aalados, 
mighty with the [towerfuJ support of English counsels, 
easily’’ be raised into u military |)Ower of some impor¬ 
tance. What the Irtutructeura Miiitidm of tiiw day 
accomplished in the army of Sultan Mahmood ami 
Mchemcd Ali Psalm; what English officers occoro- 
pllshcd with the troo|;s of Abbus Mirza,—would be as 
nothing in comparison witli the consofjuencea of a si mi- 
lor undertaking among the Afghans; out of whom, su 
fltr ss one may judge I'rum the military bearing and 
manmuTriiig of a Esbul regiment drilled by Sepoy dc- 
serteis, a regular army will veiy easily be formed- 
Such a result may also be attained with the fortresses 
of Herat and Kandaimr, whose lbrtii!cs.ti(m$, in the 
event of their coming under the chaigc of a second 
Poltinger, would certainly prove a fhr hanlcr prize for 
Ruflsiaii beslegera thiui if they were given over to the 
wui'Iike skill of Afghans alone. 

4. The prime gnin, however, whicEt we look for from 
a permanent agency is, ihat Ijlngland, being accurately 
uifonned of proceedings in Centmi Asia, of the mili¬ 
tary ami political movemeute of Kussiu, will no longer 
be exposed to the rlongcr of finding herself suddenly 
Burpiioed on oue jjoint or another, and, through the 
contimud uncertainty in whicEi she wavers touching 
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thtf true state of tliiiip, of btjing disabled from toking 
lilt right jirccaiiliotis. At thin uioiiietit, tlie ^ iccroy 
nuoiiuiuni u fyw ilooosliiea -dthout any offiml clmnic- 
t(*r in Kabul, Kniidahar, and Memt; ilwinducs^ tliat 
is, Bcrilies, and MoUainedantt, who, bchig among otln-r 
thiiiga well paid, are engJigwt to furnish <«ca.Hicoi«l 
nows, Beaidti^ liittM?, thfre are also spies, or aecrut 
emissiriea, desptched m this or that dh^tion on 0 i«‘ 
dal conjunctures, who mom hi tlie dwguise of a mer- 
chanl or ii [dlgrim through Tuifcestan, anti furnish 
Cnlhiga of [wiifical events. Letting alone the Cwt that 
1 rc^ Iwth the fonner and the hittta- class as alike 
unfit for such an office, because they never enter m 

their raernorand imidKHjks any-tliing but hazaar*rcports 

and the [mlitica of the camvan, I may, ns one win* has 
lived whole yca« nmong Orientals, lie allowed to place 
the very smallest faith in thoae people. Ifo ^rsoiw 
in Calcutta consider what Mohatmthui fanatioism is; 
arc they avrare that no anuiutit of gold will siicc^d in 
timiin*^ one ilussulman to the account of the l‘■'er^ughlc 
against iinotiicr .Mussulman? I'o all api«aranee these 
emissaries and spies will disiilay the grtsilest diligence, 
the ninth re<.khiss loyalty, the mndl forward ai-al; and 
yet in the interior of Central Asia they wiU fulfil the 
cimmiands of tbtdr order by squatting on the tielf same 
carpet with those religious cmurades. wth whom they 
repair to one common tnosqua t>n tliis Bntwh 

Statesmen will cenaiuly not ngree with me, thong 
tlwt U the Tcn' reason whv they are so little ucqua»nn?il 
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with whfli goes oa b Cftatnil Asia,—why the obsurdeet 
stories sprend thrQUjsjh Tndia into Europe,—Btiil why 
they can regurd the itifairs of the Klunmt^ in ihe light 
which Russian diplotneey \m kindJed for them* 

For aa [ am from wanting to set up aa a political 
advice-giver, I find that these cuipretend bg connseis 
i>Qmt out the only nieana whereby Afghanistan’s neu¬ 
trality can he secured, and herself erected into a power¬ 
ful hamer against Rnssia’a further prcgTees in Central 
Asia, In view of ao weighty u ejueation as the posses¬ 
sion of the East Indies is for tiie greatness and con- 
tinuani^ of English power, it were too dangemua to 
seek a Ikise protection in pullintivc measures, PoUticnl 
erreru, however trifling, form b time so many Imks m 
one unbroken chain of disastera,^ chab which, pre¬ 
sently, the greatest struggles, the most clear-eved 

statesmanship, may trouble themselves to break’m 

vain* 

6- The Geseraj, Lvtehests of the Question. 

It still reraidiis to answer the one further question, 
why we c^ot Io.>k with indiirercnce on the danger for 
English interf^ts from Ruesian ascendanev, aTirJ thr 
wJjat special reason It i» that the dediriy of'England’s 
(wwer seems to ns so delrimentaJ, timt we see in Rnse 

ms a undue influence a bar to the advance of the spirit 
of our ^ 

The mewer ie reey euaple; Rush, .ad tens 

mil l» Aewtic. The chetrinif pnapect ihot the over- 
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giwn botiy of Russian power will^ aceording lo the 
liiws of nature, necessarily brL>ak up berealier into two 
or more sections, uml the danger that threatens us be 
thereby lessened, is one which we cannot for n moment 
entertain. We need, only fix our q^es on the ehanicter 
of {lolitjoAl lift in Riissin, its socuil circutnstiuices^ the 
relntion of the people towards the upper cartes of the 
goveniitig circle, the geucml state of popular culfurc, 
and the modes of popuhir thought, to see lioiv every¬ 
thing there is Asiatic, aye, wildly Asiatic in tendency; 
Biul how little, hi apite of the long Htniggle after Euro¬ 
pean clvilisatioQ, has yet been taken iu, to speak com¬ 
paratively, from what we call European or Western 
life. Without repeating the well-ivom misge, “Scrape 
A Hussimi and you will lay bore n Tartar," it is none 
the Jess impossible, w'bethcr from personal ex|^rienee, 
or the reports of later, and to most friendly 

travellers, to help acknowledging how much may yet 
be found, on the Nova atid in other huge Rtissian 
tonmo, of that surface civilisation which many Asiatic 
governments biing anecesafuily to hear on short-sighted 
Europe, No douljt tills pretence of cmlisatlou sue* 
cetida better m Petersburg, wielded by n govemment 
ooTitaining a strong admtstnre of Christian and Euro* 
peon elementa, than in Cairo, Constantinople, nud To- 
betun. The Russian mible, in apfieomuCe a finished 
European, thorougldy versed in our language, mamiers 
and modes of thought, will certainly cut a better figure 
than the semi’Eurojwuii EfTendi on the Bosjihorus, or 
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tin? P*!.rfikn Mir^Gi, A gov<inimp-nt which fJraws eovvatibf 
itself^ iit a cost so heivyn SjO iimuj sciuntifii^ muJ arti^tie 
forces whicli Iiu^s Lutely with i<niiach 2 :eiil in 

fomuliag eehools muvcr&Uitis ^ieatific lo^jcktious 
which hires i»erBQii3 m Eitropc to blm.on forth the pro- 
gniSrt ot rCusdoii civilimtiiott,—call iissuredly for u* 

86lf greater creclit than the Porte or the Porsiaii niiinetrjv 
wliicli, engaged in upholding their w^addy existence^ cuh' 
not bestow ^^ntueh at ttiiition on the needful [lagc^llltrJ^ 
ffo wonder^ then^ if to a su[>erficial ghmee Ruj^m 
seoina more Eurapenn, iiKire imbued mth the spirit of 
our rivi lisa til) n, and can easily win tlic sviufsarfiy of 
tlioae who wouht tove lier with all their might« But 
U once we try impartiitlly to lift up tlie outer covering 
and i^p into the ins^lde of the? great Rusgiuii comiuu- 
mtVt l>ehuld? 

Great* indeed, ia the diiaeudmiitoicnt dint a waits us 
lit uv^ry ^tep, when we Beefc to discover in the majority 
ol the Kussion people tlu>8c truces of proj^ress, W'hich 
ought to exist according to the statcineuts of Russian 
liireUngs in die European press#. The Knglkkinuji wlio* 
in 1865, in a pamphlet called [ius^^ift, CentnJ Asia, 
and British India," sought to indoctrinate the Eng¬ 
lish public with the $aiiie idco^ and* mferring the coni- 
men cement of many reforms from iho bearing of such 
itmovatiorid ns sLivc eiiiaii£i|vrttjtjn, placed such a con¬ 
version iu die foreground* though even Ruslan vi^ritent 
like Herzen and DolgOTukoff are doubtful of it, wouid 
in. utl bkeilihuo^i huve thought very difTcrtmilly, if he 
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tiad tirnwii tbe |iarBlU4, not betwt^on fxjrjsoiui of mteUi- 
geucci Ixit bofiiVciOn the Eusamn people hik! the Aaintics. 

On that immotiaii Iron tier when- [(uaaht totichea Asia, 
wo eliall everywhere find the Rusaiima ataodiuig on a 
markedly lower level Of H levelopment, and in frce<toTn 
of umtiner^ Ihr beliitid thu^e Asia tie |ieopIes to whom 
we would import tlie advantugea of our younger Euro* 
jxjfln (w eomjianeid with thdr old A idiotic civtlisotioiu 
Alexander Micbie, a traveller from Pekin to Peters¬ 
burg, and so great a friend of Riusia iJmt Ite calk 
Silieria a second Firntdific, ajid deeitis the exiled Poles 
envinhly fortunate^ cannot, liowcvcr. help prucluiinmg 
aloud the superiority of the CUitiese to the Russiauts 
wherever he finds the two holding mtcrooitjso wiiJi cucli 
otiier. And this t» the case tiol only in Maimadshin 
and Kiuchtu, but oven among the Museulruiuis. The 
Russian, as a northemerj will display more ejtergv 
thniL the Asiatic tk piir samj ; but his remurbuhly 
dirty exterior, his drunkeimess, Jiis religion itorderiug 
on fetishism, his surrility, his ciuss ignomnee, Ida 
coarse, unpolished mauners,—are chamctcristics which 
make him show very poorly ogainsit the sujiple, courtly, 
keen-sighted Eastern, rfust as I Imve heart! a culti¬ 
vated Moslem Tadjik in Bokhara speiik w^itli contempt 
of the unci^iliserl Ruadans, whom Ire set abttve the 
Kirghis only, so in all UketUiood wRl every Chuuuiuin, 
ev^y Persian in Transcaucasia, and every W'ell-editcated 
Turtur in Ktueaii, say the same. What con tliese no.' 
tions, then, learn fr»>ra Riif^du? 
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Can li<fr forms of govemmeni awaken any nirvy in 
Asifitic races? The corruptsbilitv of the plac^^unen^ 
thcLr tyrannical and arbitral'' conduct under NichoEiis. 
the mass of more than fiHLy million peasants who occw* 
pied the lowest of all positions beside the caate of place¬ 
men and nobles,—all tiiis really b not particularly 
alio ring for those among whom the wildest autocratic 
mstitutiuns are yet combined with patriarchal nuldne^s. 

Yes, it is hnnh not only at prcsenti but even in the 
distant future, to discover in Russia*® craving for eou^ 
cjuests the prospect of a profitable change m the social 
life of the Asiatic peoples, a change iu the direction of 
European Sdeas» If we mak ourselves what haa become 
of the Tartars, who tor more than two hundredl vear?i 
hA%e dwelt imdcr Hussion protection; "whafe of the 
great numbe-r of Siheruin tribes,—such as Bashkirs, 
Yoguls, Tze remissesj Votjaka,—wSiicii have been or 
are on the point of being absorlxrd into tlie Russian 
nation, must we not everyivhere regard the fitisaLan- 
laing m the chief r^ult ? 

^ Rnsgiamalng i& natumUy a step from Asia towanls 
Europe, aa iJie government of on Alexander IE, eo for 
as it has gone, may even be csUled a tumiug^point: 
and yet who will blame ua, it' to this wearisome pro¬ 
cess, whose results seem always doubtful, we prefer 
Uie Eiighsh scheme of civilii^don, which has at thl® 
moment such splendid and Hurprisir^ results to show 
in India, and wherever it deals with A^iodca? 

Thar the of biwl Indiii, of the tRiid which 
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tins been the cradle nud iJie fbuntuin-liirod of time 
Asiatic ci>ilii3ution which we ihuw up and aj^ainst 
as unfit to live, Lull vary peroLstently to their old 
usageii., to their own ways of thinkinjr^ uo one wLl) 
liisputo; and yot how great a ahatige has come ovar 
India, even since the boginning^ of the last century ] 
Methinks, even tlie worst enemies of Great Britain 
will be unable to tJeny diat tJie caata^ftystciii of the 
Hin^loua and their many mhutiiiui custoiua have suf' 
fered a mighty blow from English influencu. Xo <ine 
can deny that ihese w'Ud Asiatics, in spite of all thcli* 
stiff-necked liearingt tire advancing with wonderful 
strides on the jiadi of our civilisation- We find at this 
moment in India a great numl>er of people thoroughly 
convinced of the hlcssed inSuence of their cotujucror i 
numerous schools and institutions spread the light of 
the new world aliroAd T lire ugh all claSBes of t he popu- 
latiuii- Not only are there imiity urell vtursed in the 
English tongue; they also take on active part in our 
scientific dLscussions, ore enrolliHl as inenil>era of learned 
European societies, and sometimes even take up the 
pen to emulate the writers of the West. RajiJi Hilda- 
kant Deb Buhddur, ilahanyeh Kali Krishna lioliadur, 
Baboo Rayeiidra Lak Mitra, a good many pundits 
(priei?ts), and other learned gentlemen, may be found 
on the list liif French, German, and AnglcK/Vsiotic eo< 
cteti£&, and are btiown in dJsfingukhei] circlet' by tlieir 
works. Strong m their own sense of luitionaiityi tlic 
are now Iwrttermwiudintwl tnth rlicir hingtuige, 
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hiAfon- «iic] philosophy, tlniu cvur they woi^ hi the 
ilays of their inlaml prritices. Societies we fonjjed, us 
in Eni^lanfl^ tor the extirjiatifm of certuiu pTejniiiccB, 
for douig' awray with so muny shamefui huhlts and cna- 
toms, for the advaiicenieut. of fsocio] intercourse; aitd 
if we <^iisldur how much the leaillng world mcreases 
«lay by day, how large >1 circle hu;* been ptoctjred from 
among the natives for «ucb Hitidmitajit papers as the 
Iltritmt lirtiffiitii (*' Bengal Messenger”), tlie isuh^li 
Ptinjdbi {*' rtmjiiitb Star ”), the AKnir (** 0 iidh 
Kews*-), Kkairkuh PatiJdM (’‘Punjaub Welhvifiiier"). 
and how greatly the press is rtsitig day bv day into 11 
powerful factor of Euro}>caniMu, we shtiU he obligee! 
to own, tliat England's subject races stand, in respect 
of culture, not only above tbeir yoke^fellotvs in Russia, 
but even Hbove many of the Riiasiims themselves. 

if t<i the ftbove-iumied unfltnej^ of Russia for civi* 
lislng India we siipcradd tlie iniportant circumsUmoe 
that Russia, in thus absorbing luilf the world, and 
blending many millidnfi of Astatica into tier own body, 
presents herself in an attitude of powerful menace, not 
to Great Britain only, hut to all Europe as well, we sliall 
find this immense predominance more luuiful to our 
own existence than advnntageotis to the leading Tartar 
races of Asia, Ruasuphoblti, we are told, is a foolish 
crotchet; and ! am willmg to tliink so myself. Still, 
if we ccsntempkte the mighty influence of the Russian 
two-headed eagle b all ports of Asia; if wc reflect, 
that ihmugb its positiuu on the Hindu Kush the court 
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of St. Peteruburg will eolve, in iia own favour, the 
En^tcro question on t.Iio Bospbonis^ it iii hard to feci 
{lerfeut |>cacoof muul with rcgunl to the ftitim: dealiitj 
of our owu heruisphcre. The lUplomacy of tO'day, 
w'liich puys more homage ut fashioEi thiui to giHjd ijen«e, 
mukca merrj' enough with Xa[>otco»*i» proiilujcy rtigard- 
iiig Co£sach rule in Europe. Hut jffiople Ibiget how 
Quich nmy he accomplished with ovir prcsoit lueatia of 
communication hy a power whiclj nTll extend from 
Kamchatka to the Danube, or perhupia to the pitore of 
the Adrktic,—from the icy zonefl of the North Sea to 
the hurtling lianka of the f rawadily. Vielonmy' Ha It may 
seem to many, it is in nowise impo^blc that some hiiii' 
dred thousands of Asia’s wildest horscmiMi may readily 
fullow the summons of such a (lower into the midmost 
heart of Europe. In the begimiitig of tlm^ ceututy llie 
[Hiiisibillty of such an in road, h la Djinghis Khan and 
Taimur, was ^hown hy the Don Cussjujks on tiie banknof 
the Seijie, And why might this not be repeated now%a- 
dayifi, witli railroads and stciiiiiers at tlieir disposal? 
Our Euno^ieau war-flcicncc may (n'crcomti thk savage 
jjower: no meuiber of the House of Rouuinofr could 
long play among us the (flut of a Djinghia or a Taiujur, 
^ et a straggle of tliat sort, however moinetitaiy, wo uld 
evolve mouniful issues} and it k now a matter of 
pressing need to keep off the approach of siidi an 
event, while measures of prvettution are still within 
our reach. 

Apart, however, from tliese far-reacliing calculutloiin, 


'WS SKETCHES OE CE.VTIUI, AStA, 

uoii any one doubt that EagLai<l*s ()ower mhI greatniiss 
art of unore adnsritti^e than Russ iftti suprettiacy to the 
^t&eral interests of Europe? Kti^hLud has niauT focst 
or perhaps ive shoidd rather call thcnif e&viers. Cer¬ 
tain voices In the continental press will al^vaja, under 
the swa}' of passion, tUscoMtr in her conduct scl&h* 
ness, ^ed, and jiricle. Enthimustswill see the hlind- 
est nuitcrndisni tn every more: and yet people lonst 
lie Wind and cari-iod away W prejudice, not to sco tlie 
triumphs won Ijy Euglisli neatness, English capibd. 
and English endurance, for our ci\iUsittion and onr 
sciiiOtifie researclicB. Is it tiot England alane, a’hose 
IMwcrful flag ha* o|>e]ic(l Etisfem Asia to our trade? 

ho else hut English travtJlers Lave l.>ten driven hv 
a daring spirit .,f inquiiy info tlie fiirthest regions, iu 
order to enrich our geographical imd ethnographical 
knowledge ; and wbit luippns on the Thames, whut 
in everj- oiW of ih^i ever-stirring and busy 

island-realm? lio rliose haughty spirits who ore cou- 
tiniiHllj- finding fiiult with Eiigliah materialism, ever 
^nsider [hut these brakere, in spite of their lively 
interest in trade and money-making, atill render the 
grenU'St service bi tJie advnucement of science, in the 
enlightenment of the world? ^luit conntiy is thera, 
in which Goventmem gives its miUiens bo rcmlliy for 
an instittition like the Britiah Muiieuin; where a hun- 
drtsl tlmusaud pounds is laid out with so free a hand 
on the mere catalogue of n lihraiy, a» lately Imppened 
in London; where Government fits mil nhips and 
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pxptjjditlwi^ in qiiQ'St pf un imperilltd traveUer, as they 
Imre lutoly done in Wtmlf of Livingstone 7 

VeSf in ^pite of all Ler fiiultat from ^hich no 
country is free, we niusL allow that En^liuvd, wliethcr 
in cunset|uenee of the iimtermlism tit us strongly cen* 
surudt or of tlie ibirst for power so olieji laid to lior 
ciiav^e, anyhow stands at the top of Eurojifian civilifia- 
tion. For if France and Geniuuiy fumiali itidis* 
pensublc aid in difFasing the light of oiir higher 
civilLsatioii, still, the cliief agent w England alcaie. 
With her flog emerges the day ♦dawn of a fairer era in 
every zone, in every part of the world* Whut the 
envient of Great BritHin tell ns of her tynumicul 
behaviour, la mainly on untruth. It is not at the 
wridug-tohle and in easy arro-dmira, hut iu tlie coun¬ 
tries of the. .\siutic world, that these aentimciiml 
fauk'Hnders should inform themselves about EngltuidV 
induenae} utid if they saw how the march of our 
western civilisation drives out the vices of tJic old 
Asiatic, how it seeks to upraise the downtrodden 
rights of miuL, and freeing millions from the ubsoluie 
swbt of a single tymnt, leads them on towards a 
better fiiturt', then assuredly they widd not remain 
hidiffbrent to England's iniluenoe in foreign lands. 

Ami would it noi be grievous, if ilu/worite ascen¬ 
dancy sliould do harm to such a jitate? The strong 
will of 0 free people governs on the Thames: on the 
Neva the luubition of an Asiatic dynasty', a M*stem of 
government so framed that its caiwoity for refcirm m 
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tbe future r etn aJ tis doubtful, while its groat penucious- 
ness in. the present is al! the more assured. 

Yes; only in Russia’s approach towards India, that 
AchiJles-heol of iSritisIi interests, may we liiscover the 
uifallihle sign of serimis dniiger for EiiglantL A 
greater struggle than that which the British Lion had 
to encounter uj the south with France, for the estab- 
liahment of its fjowcr on tlie Giuigcs, it has still to 
look fiw in the tiorth. The lirst-nained liie, wcaher in 
munlicrH mid endurance, Imd hut a small fleet, and « 
sea at that time unmrigable behind her back, and 
couh! easily Ije overcome. The ks^uomed, on tJu- 
wntrurj', will U* suppjrtetl by an tinbioken chain of 
fortriissies, garrisoris, guarded nouds; her wettjmns art' 
n Ixnmdh*.** amltitinii, the blind ile\'otion oi' inmiotis 
of subject^ and tlic ^ym|nithy of rude lieigbl)our- 
states. Victory over such a power will be fitr less 
easy, and the couisefiuciici^s of defrat tar |rrcater. 

Be on thy guard, thenetbre, liritiuiukl For if the 
siur of thine ancient ftirtune should „ow begin u. 
wane, then will that vee»e— 

"Th# rtMjETii* Mf to tittnrt t* iham 

MiiK in liMftp xnm to ijuum 

Wlul, tJttwi iMk floumh gtm kiid inr, 

Tb# itmd Hiid ttiTj cf ttHtm *11 w 

—W to remain iiunaid in the difFereiit zoriea. 


L.W,, * 9i,..Vnni^ Lo^Jou. 
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